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Foreword 


I have always had a feeling of tleej) satisfaction in having l)e(>n the 
commander of one of the assanlt. elements that returned the American 
flag to Guam. The island once more stands rtuidy to fidfill its destiny 
as an American fortress in the Pacific. 

The coiuiuest of Guam was a decisive triuin])h of coml)ined arms over 
a fonnidahle Japanese defensive force which took full advantage of tlie 
island’s rugged terrain. 

The heroic action of the veteran Mariners wlio seized Orote Peninsula 
and Aj)ra JIarl>or gave the Navy a much-neeiled advaiua* l>ase for 
further operations in the Pacific. Once marine and Army units captured 
northern Guam, engineeis moved in and cut from the jungle the airfiehls 
from which the Twentieth Air Force launched B-29 raids, l)ringing the 
full realization of war to the -fapanese homeland. 

LEMUEL C. SHEPHERD, Jii. 

CK.NKUAL, U. S. .MAHINK (XMIPS 
COM.MANDANT OF THE .MARINE CORPS 


Preface 


'I'llE RECAPTURE OF GUAM is the twelffh in a seiies of operational monographs prepared by 
the Historical Branch, 0-3 Division, ITeadqnarlei's U. S. Marine Corps, designed to give the military 
student and the casual reader an accurate and tletailed account of the operations in which Marines 
participated during Woikl War II. When suflicient of these monographs have been completed 
they will be integrated into a final Operational History of the Marine Corps in World War II. 

With Army units fighting directly beside tlie Marines throughout most of the campaign, 
Army activities are treated herein with sufficient detail to give the proper pei-spectivo to the over- 
all account. 

Many officci-s and men who participated in this campaign have contributed to the preparation 
of this monograph by generously answering specific inc|uiries, commenting on preliminary drafts, 
or submitting to interview. Grateful acknowledgment is made herewith. Special rc(ognition is 
extended to Office of Naval History, Naval Records and Library, and Office of the Chief of Military 
History, Department of the Army- — in particular Dr. Philip A. Crowl and Mr. Thomas G. Wilds 
of the Pacific Section. Appreciation for tlio extensive research required in presenting an accurate 
and complete account of the campaign, especially as to the Japanese viewpoint, is extended to Mr. 
Henry I. Shaw, Jr. Finally, the help of Lieutenant Colonel Frank O. Hough in editing the manu- 
script is acknowledged with gratitude. Maps included lierein were prepared l)y the Reproduction 
Section, Marine Corps Schools, Quantico, Virginia. Official Marine Corps photographs have been 
iis('d to illustrate, this monogra])li unless otherwise noted. 
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THE RECAPTURE OF GUAM 



CHAPTER I Background 


In the early suiumer of 1!)-14, with hlariiifj 
liwulliiios nmkiiifr all (he woihl aware of the 
Norn landy invasion and its follow-up opera- 
tions, public attention in the United States was 
ffX’iised on Europe, (’anii)aifrns in the I’aeilic 
"■ere dwarfed by the treniendons scale of the 
Allied drive against (Jerniany. The fidl sig- 
nilieance of the capture of the So\dhern Mari- 
anas, with the American return to Guam, was 
ovei'shadoweil by the more voluminous accounts 
of the European contlict. Yet, in two short 
months on these islamls. the Japanese lost their 
last chance foi‘ victory in the Pacific. 

the big picture 

Hy June of 1944 the outer island screen of 
Japanese defenses had been riildled by Amer- 
ican attacks. Xew bases in the I\[arshalls had 
been seized in February at Kwajaleiu, Majuro, 
and Eniwetok by forces of the Pacific Ocean 
Areas. In March and April, landinfis in the 
South and Southwe.st Pacific theaters had added 
the Admiralties, Emirau, Ilollandia, and Aitapc 
lo the rapidly frrowinjt chain of Allietl installa- 
tions. Shore-based Army, Navy, and Marine 
air .squadrons harassed and ])ounded by-passed 
stroufT points into neutralization. TVith prac- 
ticed ease planes of Fast Carrier 'Task Force a8 
struck repeatedly at 'Fruk, the M'estern Caro- 
lines. and Sonthei n Marianas. 'The outlook for 
the Jujianese was dark, indeed. A strangling 
noose was tightening around the inner perim- 
eter guarding the path to their homeland. 


Threatened at all points on an arc from 
the Southern IMiilippiues lo I he Southi'rn Mai'i- 
ana.s, the Ja))anese leaders were well aware that 
the decisive actions of (he war were at hand. 
The fall of the outer zone of defense was uol 
only a tactical loss; it meant the collap.se of the 
entire strategic concept of Imperial llead(iuai’- 
ters.' Recognizing this, .\.dmiral Soemu 'I’o- 
3 ’oda, Comman<ler-in-Chief, Combined Fks't, in 
a message to all of his commanding oflicers on 
4 May 1944 warned : 

The war is drawing close to llie lines vilal to oar 
nalional <lefen.se. The issue of our nationai l•Nislence 
is nnprec<‘<lenli'(lly serious; an mi|irece(it>nted opiiorlu- 
nity exists for d(.■ei<lin|; wlio slnill Ite vi<'t<irions ami 
who defeated.* 

In preparation for the e.xpected amphibious 
strike at the inner ring, the Japanese concen- 
trated most of their reiuiiining ciirrier strtmgth 
iit 'I'iiwi-'rawi, north of liorneo. 'I'lie enemy's 

't)r. II<‘rl)('rt Uosinski, a iioled ndlilary analyst, 
stales tin* lmsi<‘ Japan<'.s<> plan was one of tialiiiUK a 
“liinili'd war" and <'alled for a<'livtli<‘s to 1 m> resii'i<'K'<l 
lo lh<‘ ocenpation ainl il<‘fense of Soiillieasl .\sia. ’I'he 
allaek on I’lsirl Ilarhor was only lo l•ripple lli<> Anun-i- 
<’an flis't, allowing the .Iapani>.se time to pn-pare 
onlpo.sl defenses. Tliey wonlil lla'ii wt>ar out llu' 
.\niericans and llnally cause llu'in to "throw I in) thi> 
spoiiKe." For a coinpleli' <liscussi<m of llit‘ .Iapani-s<' 
slraletrie coiu'ei't see Dr. It. KosinskI, "Tlie Straleuy 
of .lapan." /{noon //'* Sural Ainiiial, ll>)il, (New York. 
11) hi), !)!)-li:{. 

* lISSItStl'iK-), NavAimlysIsDiv, Tlir {'nm/in///»* uf 
the Pariflr tf'nr, I Wa.sliinKlon, 11)1(1), ZZ,'i, licr<'lnnfl<*r 
citisl as /'nwi /a) )//«*. 


1 


st,nili‘<>:y was simple; at tl\e first delinile iiuliea- 
(ioii of an American assault, naval forces would 
assemble, attack, and annihilate the invasion 
fleet. The Japane.se hoped that the. lii-st blow 
would be struck at I’alau within easy raufje of 
shore-based air, and close to their naval bases. 
The Amei'icans, however, did not intend to ac- 
commodate; thej' planned to hit a tarjret closer 
to the homeland. 



'I'o most American plannei’s the islands of the 
Southern Afarianas were essential in the drive 
to shorten the war. Tliey occupy a central posi- 
tion dominatiiifr the Western Pacific on an arc 
from Tokyo throufili the llyukus to Formosa, 
the Philii)pines, and northern New Guinea. 


'I’heir capture would cut the .strategic line of 
communication from Japan to its island hold- 
ings in the South Pacific and effectively isolate 
the garri.sons there and would, for the first lime 
during the war, [jcrmit Americans to operate on 
interior rather than exterior lines.'’ In addi- 
tion, enemy planes could no longer stage 
through the airfields of Saipan, Tinian, and 
Guam to attack American forces hammering at 
the Jai>anese ba.ses in the South and Central 
Pacific. But uppermost in the minds of the 
high-level strategi.sts were three fuither con- 
siilerations that made the target even more at- 
tractive. Fii'st, from the .same airfields now 
being used by enemy planes and other sites 
selected for early development, B-*2!)'s of the 
Ai'iny Air Forces coidd initiate raids on Japan 
itself. Secondly, capture of G\iam wo\dd per- 
mit the establishment of a submarine I'efueling 
point much closer to enemy areas. And finally, 
Apia Harhor offered a good anchorage for an 
advance naval base. 

By first taking Saipan, headiiuarters of the 
defensive cordon in the Central Pacific, Amer- 
icans could deal a fatal blow to Japanese hopes 
of retaining their dwindling islaiul [lossessions. 
Furthermore, denial of the airstrips on this 
island to enemy planes would enable the Fifth 
Fleet to raise an effective air harrier over the 
.Marianas and |)ermit landings to be made on 
Guam and 'I'inian. 

Guam’s capture would return an important 
pos.session to American hands and inovitlc a 
forward supply base for future o))erations in 
the Pacific. The flat terrain of Tinian would 
afford ideal lieavy bomber .strips from which 
round-the-clock strikes could be launched 
against Japan. If the Japanese accejited the 
challenge of an attack on these islands, a hoped- 
for showdown battle between the two fleets 
might take place. 

The as.sault on Saipan,'' l.a June li)44,''’ 
brought an immediate. .Japanese naval reaction. 

" I.tr .\<hu It. Spniancf to <^MC, aDcc.-iO, 

’.See MaJ ('. VV. Hoiraiaa, Sdliiini: The lt<piiiiiiui/ 
of the M(.' Historical Miaio!;raiili. | Wasliiui'lon, 
hereinafter cUimI as Saiiiiin. 

“A eoiisistenl effort lias liccn imnie tlirouahout the 
monograph to standardize datt's and times. Kor the 
most pai't these are adjusted hx'al times taken from 
the action reports of units involved in (lie operation. 
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'I'lie iMieniy’s carrii'r tusk forco. cume out of 
hitliiil!: and sleaniod toward tlm Marianas to 
meet tlio American amphibious eil'ort. On 
l!)-2() .June 15)44, planes from 'I'ask Force 58 
eiiffuffed the enemy fleet, and the action tliat 
followed, the Battle of (he Philippine Sea, 
proved disastrous for the Ni])ponese naval air 
arm. United States |ilanes destroyed 402 
jdanes, sank one can’ier (Iliyo) and two attack 
oilers, and dania<j;ed four carriers, a battleship, 
and an oiler. In addition, on IS) .Fune, torpe- 
does fi’om Amei’ican submarine pickets sank 
two cai’rier.s, the Taiho and Shokohn}' The 
badly mauled Japanese retired, but because of 
the shortage of fuel in destr<jyei-s and the dis- 
organization caused by the necessity of taking 
))lanes on board during darkness, the U. S. 
Fifth Fleet could not pre.ss the attack further. 
Nevertheless, a crii)i)ling blow had been dealt to 
enemy naval air ))ower and the danger of inter- 
ference to the Marianas landings le.ssenod. 
When Saipan fell on 5) July 15)44, the Ameri- 
cans broke into the inner ring of the Japanese 
defenses an<l greatly reduced the enemy’s po- 
tential for holding Guam. 

GUAM AND THE GUAMANIANS 

Dominated for jaairs by the Jajjanese, the 
Marianas groiiii forms an arc over 400 miles 
long across the. Central Pacific extending from 
13° to 20° north latitude and with the center 
of the group at 144° east longitude. Of its 15 
islands, oidy Saipan, 'I’inian, Rota, and Guam 
are inhabitated. The latter, with its 228 stpiare 
miles, is the largest land mass in the group and 
approximates the total area of the remaining 
14 islands. Long considered of great strategic 
inii)oitance, Guam was the oidy American ter- 
ritory in the .Japanese Pacific .stronghold. 

The island’s irregular shape defies glib de- 
scription, but its narrow wai.st divides it 
|■oughly into two equal parts. (See Map 2, 
Map Section) The southern half, an oval 
about 8 by 16 mile.s, has its main axis north to 
south. Jutting to the northeast, the remainder 
is a rugged area a])i)roximately 7 by 14 miles. 
Fringing the entire island, e.xcept at the mouths 
of streams, is a coral reef shelf ranging from 20 
to 700 yards wide. 

* (UimiiuiiniH, 


Towering above the narrow coral sand 
beaches of (he northern half ai‘(> shem* <4iffs 200 
to 600 feet high that rim the shoreline from 
Fadian Point to Turnon Bay. Inland, a vast 
msoajo (coral lime.stone) plateau extends from 
the middle of (he island to the nortluu'n tip and 
is broken by three mountain heights: in (he 
south Ml. Barrigada ((>10 feet), in (he east. 
Ml. Santa Rosa (SIO feet), and in the extreme 
north, ,Mt. .Ma<‘hanao (57(> feet). Growing 
through (he thin layer of red (oi>.soil that covers 
(he cuscdjo is a tangled mass of tropical forest. 
Liana.s, weeds, air plants, and dense under- 
growth choke (he space between (he (fees to 
foi’iu a virtually impassable barrier to cross- 
country movement. Marking the southern 
limit of the plateau is a 200-foot bluff that 
stretches aci’oss the island from the northwest 
.slopes of Mt. Barrigada to (he ui)per reaches of 
Agana ’’ Bay. 

The central lowland bell, dividing the island, 
extends fi-om -Vgana Bay on the west coast to 
Pago Bay on the east coa.st. It is generally 
100-200 feet above sea level and has many .small, 
abrupt changes in elevation near the Pago 
River. 'I'he area contains several springs, the 
largest of which is located a few feet above sea 
level on the .southern eilge of Agana swamp. 
In (his extensive swamp lies the source of a 
small river which empties into the bay. 

Immediately to the .south (he laml begins to 
rise abruptly and culminates in a wide, long 
mountain range that parallels the west coast. 
Once a plateau, this range has been erodeil into 
numerous ravines, valleys, and gorges. Of vol- 
canic origin, it extends from (he vicinity of 
Adehi|) Point near the waist of the island to 
Port Ajayan on the southern tip. .lust iidand 
from Apra Ilarhoi', rising to a height of 1,082 
feet, is the (’hachao-Alutom-Tenjo ma.ssif. 
largely comj)o.sed of si'dimentary rock from 
which the .superimpo.sed lava has rotted and 
fallen away. 

South of this mass the range descends to a 
400-foot siiddle opposite Agat Bay. Then it 
rises to (he Alifan-Lamlam-Bolanos-Sasalag- 
uan ridge line which contains (he highest, point 

^lu the siielliiiK of Agana niul oilier Si>:mls1i iiroiier 
naiiies IIk' anglicized le^agi' of .Van'rlean reporls lin.s 
been used llirouglioul llie aioiiograiili. 
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on the island, Mt. Ijanilani (1,334 feet). The 
western slopes arc steep and merge into low 
foothills and a narrow hell of I’olling lowlands. 
On the other hand, the eastern slopes are more 
gradual, heeoining, at an elevation of 400 feet 
a jdateaii that extends to the coast and ends in 
high bhdVs above a narrow coastal flat. Cover- 
ing this i)latean is a earjjet of sword, cogon, and 
huneh grass interspersed hy .short stretches of 
scrub foi’est. 

The moist valleys of the numerous rivers and 
streams that rise in the central ridge are also 
heavily forested. liavines and the lower moun- 
tain slopes are covered with the same type of 
jungle growth found in the northern part of 
the island. Kivers are all fordable by men 
afoot, but the .steep banks in some cases prevent 
vehicles from making a crossing. As in the 
north, there is a large maish area found in 
southern Guam; its treacherous dei)lhs border 
coral-jammed Apra Harbor and close most of 
the neck of Orote Peninsula. The peninsula 
itself is a caM-ujo formation with sheer cliffs 
ringing three-ejuarters of its i)erimeter. A 
matted tangle of low scrub growth stretches 
from Orote Point to the mangrove swamp on 
the shores of the harbor. Viewed as a whole, 
the terrain of Guam presents a formidable bar- 
rier to conquest, even without determined hu- 
man defejiders. 

The island has another ally over which man 
has little control: the weather. From July to 
November, 20 to 25 days of evei-y month aie 
lainy, with more than two-thirds of the years’ 
annual total of 90 inches of rain fulling. Roads 
become quagmires and military operations ai'c 
considerably hindei'cd. Also from July to 
November a continuous .succession of typhoons 
to the south and westward produce swells and 
rough landing conditions on the western 
beaches. 'I'he southern beaches are always 
bathed in surf from the prevailing trades. 
However, for the most part the climate is 
healthful and pleasant, with a constant, uni- 
formly high temperature that varies little from 
the mean of 87 degrees. The Marianas urea has 
(jften been called the ‘‘white man's tropics,” and 
perhaps it was this beneficent climate that 
helped inihience the original European coloni- 
zation.® 


'I'he first white men to visit the Marianas 
were sailors of Magellan’s globe-circling expe- 
dition who reached Guam in March of 1.521. 
'I'lie natives actively resented the intrusion and 
made their displeasure so evident that the 
.Spani.sh commander named their islands 
de- Ion LadroneH (Islands of the 'I'hieves). 

These oi-iginal inhabitants, the Chamorros,” 
were an imposing people with “a lighter skin, 
a tine physi(pie, a keen intelligence, and an 
aggressive spirit,””’ who orignally came from 
the mainland of Asia. They were sufliciently 
independeiit and warlike to l esist the Spaniards 
who returned in 15(55 with the intention of 
colonizing the islands and converting the 
heathens. Some estimates jilace the population 
of the Ladrones at this time v'ery near 75,000. 
More than a century of continuous resistance to 
the missionaries and foreign .soldiery, crippling 
ini'oads by white men’s di.st?a.ses, and steady 
migration to the Caroline Islands reduced the 
Chamorros to a mere handful by the time they 
were ready to submit to church and crown. In 
1710, the first recorded census of the natives, 
who had all been forced to .settle on Guam, 
showed that only 3,539 i-emained of the once 
flourishing population." 

Until 1898, the Marianas (the islands had 
been renamed for the Spanish queen in 1668) 
remained out of tlie main stream of world 
events. In that jumr, the USS Oharlenton, ac- 
companying an expeditionary force bound for 
the Philippines, stopped off at Guam, informed 
the governor that the United States and Spain 

“The geiwrapliical deseriiition above was taken from 
intelligence bulletins iirepared for tlie Ouain opera- 
liim. It furnislies a picture of the island ns it was 
in July 1044 liefore llie Imlldozers. graders, and <lredges 
of tile Seabees and engineers conii)letel,v clianged tlie 
topography. Kspecially lie.llifnl in compiling the de- 
scription Imve lieen : Strategic Study of (luam, 

lli>l»44, liereinafler cited as ONl-UU. and -MI8, WL), 
Survey of tiuani, 1!l4:i, hereinafter cited as U'D Hiirreii. 

”Tlie word “t'lianiorro" is considered olisolete at the 
present. '•I!namanian" is considered tlie ollicini desig- 
nation of tile peoples of Unani and Is preferred liy Ihe 
natives of the island. Mr 2dM V. T. lihi/. to anilior. 
2ti8ept.">2. 

It. \t'. Itoli.son, Tlir l‘iici/ii- Islniitln Uaiidhook-Ul 'i i, 
(New York, lt)4o), l.lti. 

" Ij. TIiianp.son, Oiiiim <iiiil. itn /*co/)/c, (I’rinceton, 
11)47),. ‘$4. 
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MARINES of the first garrison on Guam shown on the slei)s of their Ijarrncks in an old photograph taken in Oetoher 
18111). (Pliotograph courtesy of Walter Patterson.) 


'vere at waf, and promptly received tlie sur- 
render of the defenseless island.*- At the war’s 
end the island became an American possession 
along with Puerto Rico and the Philippines for 
which a package price of 20 million dollars was 
l>aid. The rest of the Marianas, however, did 
not pass to control of the United States, and 
Spain sold them to Germany in 1899, Thus 
Gtiam became alien soil in a German sea. When 
^^'^orld War I broke out, the Japanese seized 
the opportunity to expand and they occupied 
all the German territory north of the equator. 
The Versailles Treaty confirmed the seizure and 
• he infant League of Nations gave Japan a 
mandate over these islands, effectively contin- 
uing the isolation of Guam. 

Following World War I the U. S. Navy De- 
liartment laid ambitious but abortive plans to 

“The instructions to Capt Henry Glass, USN, coni- 
nmnding the Charleston, were to seize Guinn, since 
information indicated tliat It was the only inimliited 
island of tlie group at timt time. Consenuentty, tlie 
Spanish retained the rest of tlie Marianas at tlie con- 
clnslon of tlie war and were alile to place them on 
the trading lilock. I.t F. J. Nelson, “Wliy Guam Alone 
Is American," UH\'l Pioeectihws, August 1U3G, 1132- 
1134. 


make (he islaiul into a fortress guarding the 
routes to the Philijipines and the Far East. 
'J'he tremendous cost of such a project and an 
almo.st univei-sal apathy towards military 
schemes combined to block these hojies. Not 
nntil Japan walked oitt of the League of Na- 
tions in 1935 did the average American liecome 
iiware that something was wrong in the Pacific. 
The obviotts reluctance of Japan to permit 
League inspection of the islandsshe held in tritst 
stood as a warning for the future.'-' Wliat little 
money the Navy had available in those de]ires- 
sion years was spent to build up Pearl Harbor 
to insure Unit there would be at least one strong 
operating base in the Pacific. Guam remained 
virtually defenseless, a sitting dnek waiting for 
the time the Japanese cho.se lo si l ike. 

While the military development of Guam 
had been held in abeyance, the lot of civilians 
on the island had improved considerably since 
the end of the Spanish rule. A presidential 
e.xecnt ive order of 2;n)eceniber 1898 had placed 
the island under Navy administration and the 

“At llie Wa.siliugloii Naval {'oufereiico <if 1P22 Imlli 
Japan ami llm II. S. agreed mil to fortify llieir lioliling.s 
in tlie ('eiilral I’aeilic. 
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POWERFUL CARABAOS performed a wide variety of tasks 
for Giiamaiiiuii fartiiers and townsmen and symbolize 
the prewar economy of Guam. 


next 3’ear the lirst Marine garrison took up its 
duties thei-e. A naval ollicer, nsnallj’ a cajdain, 
■was designated governor of (inain and exercised 
liis powers diiectly under the Secretary of tlie 
Navy. For all practical purposes, although his 
staff of advisors included native leaders, the 
naval oflicer was the supreme executive with 
final legislative power, and the appointment 
and removal of all oflicials rested in his hands. 
Fortunatelj’, this government, especially in its 
later stages, expressed itself as a form of benev- 
olent jraternalism that evidently suited the 
Guamanians, who by this time were a racial 
mixture of the original islanders, Spanish, and 
Filipino colonists. As one naval oflicer put 
it, “. . . the Chamorros never failed to show 
a kindly courtesy towards us. Their generous 
tolerance and compliance with our orders 
showed a most complai.sant nature." 

By 1941 the native ])opnlation had more than 
doubled fi-om the original 9,000 that had been 
on the island when the Navy took over. About 
half of the ])cople lived in the capital at Agaua 
and another 3,000 in villages within ten miles’ 
raflius. 'I’he balance of the population was 
spread out in coastal villages and farming areas, 
with the greater jjercentage in the south. 
Fewer than 3,000 chose to live on the inhospi- 
table northern plateau. 

.Vlthough nominallv townsmen, mai\v of the 
Guamanians .spent a gieat deal of their time 

'* Cnpt L. \V. .Tohnson, fMC), “Guam — Hefnre Decoin- 
luT lim," VS\f 1‘rori'ctlings, .Inly 10-12, 991, herein- 
after died as ■fotinnon. 


working coconut plantations, rice fields, and 
garden plots in the interior. I'hosi* who lived 
on the farms tilled their own small areas and 
raised a few chickens, pigs, goats, and cattle. 
With the average ranch being .small, cows and 
horses of the entire community often grazed 
on communal pa.stureland near the village. On 
the larger ranches, in addition to extensive 
cattle raising, the natives grew the main agri- 
cultural jn'oducts. Vegetables, rice, tropical 
fruits, copra, and meat were transported to 
markets by the widely-used two-wheeled 
carabao carts. Onlv the most ifiosperons 
I'anchers could affoi-d motoi- vehicles to carry 
their jiroducts to town. 

Population 'growth, improved economic and 
political status, and a vastly' increased measure 
of tolerance on the part of the government were 
not the only benefits of American rule. The 
water sni)ply had been augmented in 1940-41 
to provide for the Apra Harbor area and garri- 
.son and island population in the vicinity of Piti 
and Sumaj'. The Navy supervised improve- 
ment and maintenance of 85 miles of two-way 
roads. They circled the southern half of the 
island except for a stretch from Agat to 
Umatac, where the beach furnished the best 
route for traveling. In the north, from 
Ilitidian Point to Yigo, the jungle had blocked 
con.striiction of the proposed Agana-Yigo coast 
road. Throughout the interior a web of trails 
and carabao-cart tracks connected the farming 
hamlets with the main coastal roads. Exten- 
sive efforts to make the island economically self- 
sullicient had been fostered by the naval gov- 
ernors who encouraged the devcloi)ment of local 
island industries and the export of copra, 
Guam’s biggest money crop. 'J'he island’s real 
prosperity, however, derived from the naval 
facilities maintained there. Piti Navy Yard, 
the Marine Barracks at Sumaj’, and the various 
government departments (schools, hospital, 

’"According to R.\diu (!. .1. McMilllii, Governor of 
tfuaiii at tlio time of the .lapanese attack on 10Occ41, 
mo.st of the S.T miles of road were built and main- 
tained by tslanil Government funds, raised by local 
taxation. U. S. Government funds from the Navy Pe- 
partment were avaiiable for the so-called Federal 
roads, whieb were princii)ally fi'om Marine Barracks, 
.‘tumay to Agana. Ltr RAdm G. J. McMillin to CMC, 
;{Novi‘>2, hereinafter cited as McMHUh. 
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<'oiir(.s, police) employed a I:ir<>;e mimlier ol' 
Guamanians. 'I'liese activities provided a 
market I'or most of tlie native ])rodncfs. 

Altlioiif;]) in 1!M1 (Jiiam was only a fiieline 
station for skips makinjr tlie lon<r runs to tin- 
Orient, it did have considerable stratcffic im- 
portance for other reasons. 'Fhe station of the 
trans-I’acilic cal)le and the naval radio station 
id, Afrana made it a focal point of the comnuini- 
cation network in the I’acilic. 'I’he clippers of 
I’iin American World Airways landin<r in .Vpra 
Harbor on the San Krancisco-Maiiila-Hong- 
konn; run provided an increasin«'ly imi)ortant 
link with the United States. Sites for airtields 
had been .surveyed by late lt)41, and plans were 
' nnderway to initiate construction when the war 
broke out.’” 

The threatening situation in the Uacilic had 
led the govei'iiment to ordtu" the evacuation ol 
all dependents from Guam, and the last of them 
left the island on 17 October 11)41.” All classi- 
fied matter was destroyed on (! Decembtu’ and 
the island waited, as diil all American I’acilic 
oidposts, for word of the outcome of the. negol i- 
ations in Washington. At 07)45, 8 December 
1041,’” the Governor, Captain George .1. Mc- 
Millin, USN, received word from the Com- 
inander-in-Chief, Asiatic Fleet, of the com- 
mencement of hostilities. li«‘inforcing the 
message were the first bombs from Saipan- 
based Jai)anese planes which fell at 0827. 

The initial target was the mine sweeper USS 
Penguin, whose antiaircraft guns con.stitided 
the Old}' weai)ons available to the giiirison 

'“Tlie forcKitiiiK liistoi'icnl backai'oimd l.s a .syathcsi.s 
"f infonimtiori coiitaiiied in Thompson, o/j. oit.; Roli- 
son, op. rit.; T. Yiimiiliara. The Pnriflr Ixliiiiilii Diiih r 
•Injiinwxc MiDiiliite, (I.midoii, T.)40) ; H.Vdm O. .1. Uow- 
cliff, ‘•Guam," f'&’iV/ I'rocrrdiliDx, .Tilly L('di‘ 

t''. .1. Nelson, "Gmini — Our Western Outpost,” t'.s'JV/ 
J‘rorrrilhit/x, .Tauimry 1IM0. 

"One woman, Mrs. J. A. Ilellmers, wife of a Navy 
t’TO, who was too far aloiitr in pregnancy to be evacu- 
ated stayed on the Island. Sbe and her newborn 
daugbter were taken prl.soner when the .laimnese 
occupied the island. They wen' both repatriated, to- 
kctber with the naval nurses taken on Guam, on the 
exchange ship /\xiiiiiii iliirii In .Iiiue l!l-lg 

’“f'apt G. .1. JIcMillin, Surrender of Guam to the 
■Ja|)aue.se, otlieial rc|iort to ('No, llSeptTo, bereiiiafter 
S,^ited as tliiriTiKicr J{vimrt lo VSO. 


larger than .liO caliber lUiichine guns. 'I'he ttl- 
tack continued throughout the daylight hours, 
with .small llighls of bombers hilling the vtiri- 
ous naviil inslidhil ions and siraling rotids and 
villages. Agana was evacuided and the small 
number of enemy naliomds rounded up and 
imiirisoned. Among them were ihe .lapiinese 
who “owned Ihe largest and most popnhir sa 
loons, where Ihe sailors tind Mtirines liked best 
lo hang out and tirgne the line points of their 
professions.’’"' Any .such plettsant memories 
were soon dispelled when Ihe first casuallies of 
Ihe. bombings arrived at the ho.spital near 
Agana. Damage to inslallal ions was fairly ex- 
tensive with houst's,®' bari’iicks, fuel su|)plies, 
and roads being hit repeatedly. Knemy piano 
sank the Penguin after .she put u[) a crediliiblc 
light, and her survivors joined Ihe garrison 
ashore. 

.Vt daylight, !) December, Ihe bombers ctmii' 
again and repeated the pattern of attacks on 
naval installation.s. The Insular Force Guard, 
about HO men who had been organized in c'arly 
11)41 as an infantry unit to augment tbe nalivi* 
naval militia,-' mustered in Agana and made 
|)reparations to protect tbe government build- 
ings. The rest of the Guam garri.son, including 
the 28 Marines of the Insular Patrol (Police), 
remained at their posts throughout Ihe island. 
On Orole I’eninsula Ihe complement of the 
Marine Harrack.s, Snmay (ti otlicers, 1 warrant 
ollicer, 118 enlisted .M.-irines) under Lieutenant 
Colonel AVilliam K. MacNulty, took up posi- 
tions in the butts of the t itle range on tlu> Ma- 
rine Re.'^ervalion. 'I'he inadt'quate garrison of 

Johnxoii, !)!)S. 

”()ac of ibi' lamst's (b’mollslied la Akaaa on si)('<'ii 
was that of ItM 1/C Gi'oi’K'* It Tweed, PS.V. Tweed 
lied lo llie bills al'lei' tbe .lapaaese laiulla); aad wllb 
tiu; help of loyal Gaamaniaas amnaf;e<l to sarvlvi* lbi> 
entire period the .\merieans were Koae from Guam, 
lie was tbe only tnember id' llie garrison not kilb'd or 
eapinred. Keeplii}' bini alive caused many imlives lo 
be beaten and rolila'd of Ibeir scarce food supplies, bnl 
bis eimtinned .safi'ly beeami' a syndiol of resislanee 
aKainsi tbe .Iapane.se. 

"Tbe mendiers of llu* Insular Korc‘(> Guard were in 
II. S. (JovernmenI service and reci‘i\)‘d ."O perceni of 
I be |iay of eorres|i(aidini' muni's in Ibe P. ,S. Navy. 
Tbe nalive militia was a voinnieer m'i;aid/alion serviiiK 
without pay or allowances and witli no ciialpinenl cx- 
cepl obsidele and conilemned rilles. Mt-MiUin. 
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Giiiiin iiiiule iill possible piepa nit ions ami 
waited for the Jajiaiiese assault. 

About UtOO. 10 December, (lares appeared 
near Duufrcas Beach above Apaiia aud soon 
rifle lire could be beard iu the plaza of the town. 
A Japanese naval landiufr party of about 400 
men from the 5th Defense Force based on 
Saipan bad run into the (xiiamanians of the 
Insular (Jnard who enpap;ed them in a (ire fifrbt. 
About the same time the enemy's main force, 
a reinforced brifiade of about 5.r)0() men, landed 
below A<xat.“ 

Captain McMillin. aware of the overwhelm- 
in<i superiority of (be enemy, decided not to 
endanj^er the lives of civilians by holdin<r out 
a<rainst such beav\’ odds. He surrendered the 
island to the Ja[)anese naval commander short- 
ly after OtiOO.' Scattered li<ihts continued 
throufrbout the day as the invaders .spread out 
over the island, but the defenders could offer 
only token resistance again.st the conqnei'ors. 
'I’he bombings and the action after the enemy 
landing killed 21 civilian and military person- 
nel and wounded many others. But the small 
loss suffered by the Americans and Japanese on 
10 December 1941 gave little indication of the 
high ])i ice to be paid b}' both sides when United 

“This unit was tlic Siaitli Seas Detached Force un- 
der MajGen Tondtara Ilorli, organized la Xoveadier 
1041 for the purpose of nssaultliip: Faciflc base.s. It 
was built around tin" 114th Inf Regt and reinforced 
by unlt.s of the .Japanese ."ith Div. MID. WD, Order 
of Itattle for the Japanese Armed Foree.s, lMar45, 
hereinafter cited as 0/1 for Jnimncse. 


States forces retook the island two and a half 
years hite,r.~* 

The enemy eviicuated .Vmerican members of 
the garri.son to prison ciimiis in Japan on 10 
January 1942. Soon afterwiirds Ja|)ane.se 
Army troops dejiarted for Kabiiul, and the 
Navy units that had been present at the sur- 
render of the island remained to garrison and 
govern. At first, the yoke was light, with the 
Jiipanese nuiking every effort to gain (he good 
will of the natives. However, those regulations 
and changes put into effect seemed harsh to 
people accustomed to the easy-going American 
administration. Of great injury to the inide 
of (he Guamanians was the changing of (he 
name of their homeland to “Omiyajima” (Great 
Shi'ine Islaml) and that of their capital city 
to “Akashi” (Red or Bright Stone). In the 
same vein of keeping the iiopulace always aware 
of the fact they no longer lived under American 
supervision, the military ordered schools to 
teach Japanese instead of English. Even with 
the institution of food rationing and a system 
of discipline whereby an entire family or com- 
munity would receive punisbment for the 
wrong-doings of an individual, the natives re- 
tained their attitude of watchful neutrality. 

“The account of the ilefense anil capture of Guam 
wa.s taken from Siirmulrr Report to CXO. The Karri- 
son of the Island at the time of its capture was coni- 
lioseil of ;i() naval officers, six warrant officers, live 
naval nurses, 2.'50 regular naval enlisted men ; seven 
.Marine officers, one warrant officer, 14.T .Marine enlisted 
men, and 24(i meml)ers of the native Insular Force. 



JAPANESE NAVAL TASK FORCE landing site at Dungcas Beach on 10 December 1941 anti the route through Agana to 
Orote Peninsula is shown in this incture from an illustrated review of Japanese naval operations. (Army Photo- 
graph.) 
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1 Iloy wc'i'i* not ha|)|>v, liii( life was eiHliirahle. 

When (lip.hipani'st* lu'fraii lo build up ( Jiiam's 
dt'feiises. forced labor siippleiiuMiled (be work 
of (heir own const riiclion nni(s. Men, women, 
!ii>d children woi-ked witli llieir liands, ami 
little else, on the airlields bein<f laisbed to com- 
pletion. Tlio -Japanese recopfiiized the value 
of the pi'eliniinary work and surveys done l)y 
ll>i‘ -Vmericans and pi'oceeded to buibl airlields 
on t he sites selected on Orote, at 'I'iyan, and in 
• be vicinity of Dededo.-^ lint this activity was 
just the stiiH of tlie work ])lanned for the im- 
bappy (iiiamanians, and tlte worst was yet to 
Come. 

Wben Japanese army units be;;an returning 
to tbe island as reinforcements in (lie sprin«i of 
Jb44, tbe enemy dropped all pretense of <j;e(tin<f 
idonjj with tbe. native.s. Tbe military closed 
scbools, forbade clnircb attendance, and took 
over all fiovermnent functions. As tbe frarri- 
son friew larfrer, an acute sbortafie of food de- 
veloped and tbe -Japanese seized all available 
■stockpiles. In addition, they dra.stically in- 
ereased forced labf)r demands :ind further re- 
<biced (be already small pittance of food 
supplies of the natives. A bare subsistence 
i’ati{)ii was issued to the worker, and those too 
sick or weak to pi’odiice had even this withheld. 

Finally, the -Japanese ordered all people liv- 
"ifr in the military areas to evacuate (heir homes, 
und herded them into concentration camps in 
Jbe interior. Medical supjdies were limited, 
sanitation non-e.\i.stent, and food imukapiate. 
Hundreds died, and small chihlren who did sur- 
vive became stunted and deformed from di.seast' 
uiid malnutrition. Human bodies were beaten 
and broken, but within t hem tbe spirit remained 
alive. Evei-y bow to a -Japane.se ollicer, every 
blow received for some real or fancied otl'ense, 
every violation of native cu.stoms and traditions 
unly served to hei<rhten the resentment against 
Jajiane.se rule.“ 

’‘•Inly iiio ntl'tield at la-dedo was not oia-rational 
at (Ik- tiaie of tlie .\iiiericaii laiidinK. Aaierican sur- 
ve.vs laid .shown lhat (!uani hail terrain suilahle for 
•'* >nininiinn of six looft-raniie honiher strips. 11 niediuni 
I'oiiiher rmiways, six IlKlitor, and four emergency alr- 
llelds. ONI-Hi). 

“The story of Japanese rule on Guam is taken from 
•'laj K O. Hough. Thp luliinil UVo-, ( I’hiladelphia. 
1IM7), 2s1t-2S4, hereinafter cited as The luliiJiil \\'<ir; 


THE JAPANESE WERE READY-" 

Heavy air strikes against (he Hilbert Islands 
in ,‘seplemla‘r li)l.‘l alerted -Japanese Imperial 
ITeaibinarters lo a po.ssible American advance 
(brmigb (be Central Pacilic. In an attempt to 
strengtlum tbe island Imriaer against tbe ad- 
vancing enemy, a veteran division, tbe lilt b, was 
tapped for diily in tbe Marianas. In October 
an ailvance detacbment, titlO St rong, left Central 
China with tbe strongest element slated for tlu> 
island of Guam. 'I’be division itself, which bad 
been light ing in China since I0I17, did not follow 
its advance guard to tbe I’acilic outposts, but 
remained to take [lart in the Hengyang-lvweilin 
(South (Miina) campaign of late IbM. In- 
stead, a substitute division frmn (be formidable 
Kwantnng .\riny in Mancbiiria was wdected to 
take its j>laee. This unit, the 2!)th Division 
(Lieutenant General T'akesbi 'I'akasbina), was 
reoiganized early in February 1!)14 into an 
K(T-ty|)e (Regimental Combat Team) divi- 
sion for immediate duty in the Central Facilic. 

IM'V S. KliiU. ‘•Go-l*riispcrily on Gimiii,” -1/C Oiizrltr. 
ncioher 11)44, 4.‘$-47 ; IntorrogathuiH of Guauianluns 
contained in III-VO 0-2 .Ini. 

” In iireparing tlie story of the .lapanese hillldup on 
fiuani .\nierlcan IntelligeiU'c Journals, reports, and op- 
t-ratlon jilan annexes of III.\C units have heen con- 
sulted. In addition, several iniportanl .Tapaaese docu- 
ments have heen u.sed extensively to cheek .\nierlcan 
tindings and insure an aci-nrale narralive, .\niong 
them Is a study from the tiles of the ( a’MH, t'S.V writ- 
lea hy ollicers from Imiierial General I leadipiarters 
givin.g the Tok.vo view of tin* Guam I'ampaign, herein- 
afler cited as ./a/iaac«' l>rfni>ir of (liiiiiii. The former 
operations otllcer id' llie .la|ianes(- 2!llli Hlvision, I-tOol 
llideytiki Takeda, who came rait of the Guam Jungle 
lo surrender following the end of tlie war. wrolt- an 
onlline in Oelola-r 11)411 of tlie .laiianese defense plan 
and operations on tlie island whicli is lieri-inafter cited 
as TitUfila. In Kehruary lliri2 Col Takeda answered a 
series of i|in>slions from (he I lirMCllisiory lhat .souglit. 
to clear ii|i many ini|iorlanl dis|iiit(>d points of .lapanese 
strategy and laelies during tlie defense of tin- island. 
This doennieiil, prolialily llie most im|iortant single 
enemy source on llie Guam oiieralion, will lie herein- 
after cited as 'l'<il:cilii 

"The 21)1 li liad lieeii a standard triangular divi.sion 
in Maneliiiria, and ii|ion reorganization dropped its 
engineer, cavalry, and transport regiments ami gained 
a lank unit. Each of its infantry reginienis was 
a.ssigned an artillery hallallon and an engineer cone 
liany. Trans()ortation was now handled liy a motor 
transport company and a sen transport unit. 0/1 for 
Jiliwiirxr, 71-72. 


g.'iog.’t.l,* — tiZ g 
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MAJOR GENERAL TOMITARA HORI, commander of the South 
Seas Detached Force, the main .lapancse Army assault 
unit during the capture of Guam on 10 December 1941. 


Men from the Nafroya District of Honshu Is- 
land, most of wliom had been in service since 
1941, formed tlie unit’s combat teams, the 18th, 
38tli, and With. On 19 February, units of tlie 
29th cleared their trainin'^ areas near Liilo^^vng 
and entrained for Pusan, Korea on the lirst leg 
of tlieir journey to Guam. 

Even as the 29th left Manchuria, Imperial 
Headquarters ordered additional troops readied 
to reinforce the division. Elements of the 1st 
(Tokyo District) and 11th (Shikoku Island 
District) Divisions, also of the Kwantung 
Army, were formed into the (5th Expeditionary 
Force and sailed from Pu.san early in March. 
They had an uneventful voyage, but such was 
not the case for their predecessors. Watchdog 
American submarines caught the 29th’s convoy 
about 48 hours out of Saijian and torpedoed two 
of the transports, sinking one. This ship, the 
Sahito Mant, transporting the 18th KCT and 


eight of the division’s tanks, carried to the 
bottom almost 1,400 men and all of the regi- 
ment’s equipment. Accompanying destroyers 
picked up survivors and hrought them into 
Saipan, where the unit was reorganized and 
partially re-equipped. The shiji carrying the 
.50th liC'r received orders to stop at 'I'inian 
where the regiment disembarked and took over 
the island’s garrison. The. re.st of the convoy, 
carrying division heackpiarters and the :i8th, 
continued on to Guam, reaching there on 4 
March. 

On landing, the division joined the 54th 
Keibitai, a naval guard unit which had garri- 
.soned the island since its seizure hy the Japanese 
on 10 December 1941. Until July 1944 addi- 
tional naval antiaircraft (AA) and guard units 
moved to Guam to serve under the 54th’s com- 
mand, so that the total of naval combat troops 
had reached nearly 3,000 by the time of the 
American landing. In addition, two naval con- 
struction hattalions, the 2l7th and 218th Set- 
sueitai, came in during the occupation to work 
on Guam’s airfields, and their 1,800 men were 
available as untrained combat troops. Ground 
icmnants of the air grou])s that had been sta- 
tioned on the island rounded out the total of 
available naval forces. Their planes were gone, 
some lost in attacks on carrier task forces, 
others shot down over We.stern New Guinea. 
To oppose General Douglas MacArthur’s land- 
ing at Biak on 27 May approximately half of 
the available, naval land-based aircraft had been 
shuttled down from the Palaus and Marianas. 

Consequently, by the time the American as- 
sault force appeared off Saipan in June, the 
Jai)anese no longer possessed effective shore- 
based naval air in the Alarianas. Tokyo 
watched intently the progress of the battle foi- 
Saipan, and loss of the island led to the decision 
of enemy Combined Fleet Headquarters that it 
“had no intention of trying to carry out large- 
.scale. attacks, having assumed that Guam ami 
I'inian [also] would bo lost.” 

” USSBS(l’ac), NavAiiiilysisDiv, liilcrrofialimis of 
JapuneKe OJjfhtialu, (Washington. 194(i), IntciTogation 
No. 44S of Capt Mitsno Fushitla, I.IN : Senior Staff 
OHlcer, l.st Air Fleet, Sept4:t-.\|)r44 ; Air Stall Officer to 
CinC, Coinhineil Fleet, Apr44-Sept4.5. This work will 
be cited hereinafter hy USSBStPac) iaterrogation 
numbers and descriptions. 
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^Vitll tile iiiTiviil of tlie 2!)tli Divi.sioii heiul- 
M'liii’ters on (iniini, comniiind of (iiiuin iind Uotii 
passed to an area <;ron]) lieadqnarters undei' 
(nnieral Takasliina. At tliis time orders |)Iaeed 
all Navy as well as Aiany forces under Ids oper- 
ational control in case the island slionld be as- 
sanlted. On 20 March, the a, 100 men of the (ith 
h-.xpeditionary Force (six infantry battalions, 
t'vo artillery battalions, and two eiifiineer com- 
panies), commanded by Major Oeneral Iviyoshi 
^hiirematsn, arrived and comiileted the roster 
of major units char;fed with the defense of 
f^uam. By 4 June, the depleted 18th Kegi- 
ment,-’" less the 1st Battalion left on Saipan, had 
I'ojoined the division, bringinii; with it two com- 
panies of the 9th Tank lie<>:iment. This 
hronjiht the military strenjith on the island to 
iipproximately 18,5()(). (See Ajipendix VII) 

Shortly thereafter, Takasliina reor«>;anized 
the (1th Expeditionarj' Force into two tactical 
loiits for fireater efficiency. The three infantry 
battalions of the 11th Division formed four 
battalions (.‘flOtli to 322d) of the 48th Inde- 
peiident Mixed Bripide (IMB), while battal- 

” Infantry battalions of the IStli Rettt were iinder- 
•strenKth because of the sinking of tlie Salcito Mani, and 
their organization on Gtiani included only a head- 
<iuarters, three rifle conipanies, and a treiuih niortar 
coiniiiiny (seven IMInini’s). 



lieutenant general TAKESHI TAKASHINA (right), Coni- 
nianding General, 29th Infantry Division, inspects de- 
fenses along Agat lleach with Colonel Tsunetaro 
Stienaga, Coninianding Oflieer, 38th Infantry. (Army 
Photograph) 



20CM COAST DEFENSE GUN position located on liatigi 
Point illustrate.s the hulf-linished condition of many 
Japane.se defensive installations at the time of the 
III Amphibious Corps landing. (N'avy Photograph.) 

ions from the 1st Division made ii)) the 10th 
Independent Mixed Kefriment (IMIl).’® On 
23 Jtine 1/10 with an artillery Initteiy and an 
engineer platoon attached moved to Kota to 
garrison that island. A few days later, a task 
force compo.setl of the 3d Battalion, 18th Kt'gi- 
ment pins supporting engineers and amphibi- 
ous transjiort units followed. According to 
Lieutenant C'olonel Ilideynki Takeda (Ojicra- 
tions Ollicer of the 29th Division) the mission 
of the force: 

. . . was to move to Kota for the purpose of con- 
ducting a counter-landing on Saipan, upon snilable 
opporninity. in ordm- to ri'inforce the Saipan defen.se 
forces. . . . 1 1 lowever.J since the condition of the sea 
made the |>lan itapossible, it returned to Guam on 2!> 
June. In the ctmrse of tlu> amphibious movement ii 
boat iiccident occtirred and two bonts and 100 men 
weri> lost.” 


'"’Infantry battalions of the IStb IMK and loth I.MIt 
were organized into a headiinarlers, thns* rilh‘ com- 
liatdes, a machine-gun comi)any, and an infantry gun 
comimny (two 47mm A'l' gtms and either two or four 
howitzers). The 3Sth ItCT's battalions bad tin? same 
orgatiization. except the gun company had four 37mm 
AT guns and two howitzers. 

” Tiikrihi Ijvller. 
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Siirviviiifi (roops wen* iniinedialely assigned 
defensive positions and started to streiifftlien 
their areas as rapi<lly as possible. Althoufzh 
tlie remainder of the 2!)tli Division had made in- 
tensive etforts to build up beacli and airfield 
defen.ses, time bewail to run out. When Japa- 
nese commanders found they could not complete 
all the work that had been planned, they con- 
centrated on stren{rthenin<f tlie liigh •'round in- 
land and to the Hanks of the most likely landin<r 
beaches. From Turnon Bay to Facpi Point 
obstacles and mines studded the frinffing reef, 
while machine f'un.s, mortar.s, artillery, and 
coast defen.se fiiins were laid to cover the ob- 
stacles and beaches. Small but adequate dumps 
containinj' ammunition, rations, and medical 
supplies were scattered at points throughout the 
island where area defense forces might make 
a stand. That the build-up was progressing at 
a rapid pace is borne, out by the fact that late 
in May American photo reconnaissance planes 
added 70 new targets to the III Amphibious 
Corps intelligence maj)S. On 6 June pilots re- 
ported .51 more enemy positions.®* 

With the capture of .31st Army Uca<lquartei*s 
on Saipan, a vast quantity of documents deal- 
ing with unit dispositions and .strengths 
throughout the Central Pacific islands fell into 
American hands. Using this information, in- 
telligence ollicers dra.stically I’evised their e.s- 
timate of Japanese strength on Guam. An 
indication of the value of this find is shown in 
the revisions in order of battle : 8 May, 6,900- 
9,300 troojis; 27 May, 10,100-11,800; 9 July, 
27,618-28,118; 18 July, 18,657 (plus aviation 
ground troops). “ This la.st figure, accom- 
panied by a detailed breakdown of units present 
on the island, agreed with very few exceptions 
with the final order of battle compiled by 111 
Amphibious Corps after contact had been made 
with the defending forces.*** One item of in- 
formation not available to corps was the fact 
that the 31st Army’s commander, Lieutenant 
General Ilideyoshi Obata, was on Guam. He 

“III.VC Opl’lan 1-11, 11Ma>M4. 

and TK ri(i U-2 Hiit. Appendix II. 

’‘Sue .Appendix VII, .lapnncse Order of linttle on 
fiimni. The nanarkalily accurate order of battle com- 
[)iled liy IIIAC wa.s principally the work of Capt II. II. 
Ueekwith aia'ordiiif; to tlie former C-2. Ltr Col W. F. 
Colenmu to author, 2aSeptn2. 


had been forced to stop there when the Ameri- 
can landing at Saipan caught him returning 
from an inspection tour of the Palau Islands. 
From an improvised headquarters, ho .super- 
vised the defense of the Marianas, leaving the 
immediate defense of Guam, however, to Gen- 
enil Takiishina.®* 

With tbe help of Saipan information, IIIAC 
jilotted 'raka.shina’s main defensive dispositions 
and distributed a sketch map to units .showing 
the enemy situation at the end of June. Guam 
had been divided into two major defense sec- 
tors: tbe area from Facpi Point to Agat Bay, 
including Orote Peninsula, was under the com- 
manding otlicer of tbe 38th ECT, Colonel 
Tsunetaro Suenaga, who had his headquarters 
in the vicinity of JIt. Alifan; the rest of the 
island came under the 48th IMB’s general, 
Shigematsu, with local sectors under the com- 
manders of the 10th IMR and the 18th Regi- 
ment. (See Map 3) In the Agat sector, 1/38 
and 2/.38 defended the area from Bangi Point 
to Agat Village. Naval infantry, antiaircraft, 
and coast defense “ units mainly from the 54th 
Keibitai covered Orote Peninsula with its aii*- 
tield. A battery of mountain artillery®' and 
the 1st Company, 9th Tank Regiment sup- 
ported the 38th Infantry. 

General Shigematsu’s dispositions inchuled 
the 2d and 3d Battalions of the 10th IMR 
spread out from Umatac to Yona in southern 
Guam, with the regimental headquarters at 
Inarajan. llie extreme northern portion of 
the island was assigned to 2/18 while the head- 
quarters of the regiment was near Mt. Chachao 

Ttiiccdn ; •Jnpnncxc Dcjcmc of Otinm. 

”A taliiiliitioa liy III Alt on IOAiit:44 slioWeil that 
19 8-incli, eight G-inch, 22 5-inch, and six .3-inch coast 
defense guns laid been destroyed or captured on Guiiin. 
IIIAC C-2 Periodic Kpt 21. 

"A docnnient eaptnred on .Saipan lists tlie followliiK 
Army artillery pieces a.s being on Guam on lJnn44: 

14 Ifloinni Ilowilzers 
1.S 7.5mm Gnns 
40 75111111 Pack Howitzers 
S 75nini AA Gnus 
9 70111111 Pack Howitzers 
9 57nini AT Gums 
30 47mm AT Guns 
47 37nim AT Guns 
G 20111111 .\A Gnus 
TF 5G G-2 Itpt, Appendix II. 
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SIX-INCH GUN, part of a three-gun battery on Chonito Cliff, whose fortification was halted by the preliminary bom- 
bardment of the Southern Attack Force. Notice the commanding field of fire this gun had over the Asan beach- 
head. (Navy Photograph.) 


and the 3d Battalion in the vicinity of 
Tepungan. The infantry battalions of the 48th 
IMB were located as follows : the 320th behind 
the Asan beaches, the 321st spread out from 
Agana to the Tiyan airfield, and the 322d at 
Tiimon Bay in the vicinity of the incomplete 
Dededo airstrip. Two battalions of artillery 
and the 2d Company, 9th Tank Regiment 
backed up the beach defenses. 

In addition to its headquarters troops, the 
29th Divi.sion held a substantial mobile re.serve 
in the hills behind Agana. Included in it were 
the 3d Battalion of the 38th RCT, the 319th 
Battalion of the 48th 1MB, and the 24th Tank 
Company. Located at the airfields and along 
the beaches were scattered elements of naval 
gi'onnd and air units manning A A and coast 
defense gun positions under control of local 
Army sector commanders. 

The preliminary bombardment in June and 
the long prelanding preparation in July opened 


the eyes of the Japanese to the beaches selected 
by the Americans for their landing.^ An ar- 
tillery officer of the 38th RCT noted the impact 
area of the “all-day bombings and bombard- 
ment” and logically concluded that the landings 
would take place near Gaan Point.*® Even the 
privates had the right idea: one from 2/10 
noted in his diary on 11 July that “the chances 
seem to be that the enemy main force plans to 

”CruI)iv-0 (It.Xdm C. T. Joy) of tlie preliminary 
lionil)ar(lment group of TF .u.") comiimnded Ity llAdm 
W. L. Ain.swortli started workitig over tlie beaebes on 
Guam as scheduled at OSlo, Iti June (W-minus 2). 
This .shelling continued for two hours before Adm 
Sprnance ordered cancellation of 18 June as W-Day 
becan.so of an innnit>ent lleet engagement. This pre- 
liminary honibardinent was a clear tip-off to the Jap- 
anese as to the exact lauding beaches to be used b.v 
the .\inericans. (kanFiflliFlt WD, June 1!»44, 12; Itr 
VAdm W. L. Ainsworth to tiutlior, 30ct52. 

*”ClnCPac-CinGl‘OA Item 11,043— Diary of 2dLt 
Kaneniitsu Kuridtowa. 



land in Uic Afjana-Piti area.” Division liead- 
quiirters acted on tlie (ell-t.alo information fiir- 
iiislied by American bombs and sliells and be<'an 
inanenverin<>; the ontlyin<j; elements of its com- 
niand into positions to repulse the exi)ected 
landings. 

Starting on 8 July, the lotb IMK began with- 
drawing from southern (Jiiam to an a.ssembly 
area near Yona where it could back up tlie Asan 
beaches. The !)th Company of the 10th IMH 
was assigned on 11 July to reserve jmsitions 
near Mt. Alifan directly supporting the 38th 
RCT. Infantry units in the north started mov- 
ing later in July to the Ordot area to leinforce 
the ,320th Battal ion at Asan. Repeated Ja)ui- 
neso diary entries for this period indicate that 
fire from American ships and planes severely 
handicapped all these movements. One engi- 
neer squad leader summed up the genei'al feel- 
ing when he wrote, “On this island no matter 
" hei e one goes the shells follow.” 

“ClnCPac-Cinrl’OA Item 10,900 — -Uiai-y of I.eailiiiK 
I’vt Alurauo Kiiki. 

“ Cint'I’ac-CinCI’O.V Item 10,110 — Diary of ijnitlon- 
tilied soUlior. 


Even while .Japanese units moved into posi- 
tion to cut oil’ the landing areas, the 2!)th Divi- 
.sion maintained ell’ective communication with 
them by wire '• or radio, 'i'he disruptive etl'oet 
of the continual American pounding slowed, hut 
did not .stoj) the concentration of the enemy. 
Moving mostly at night, the battalions grad- 
ually assiunhled in their assigned areas. An 
order signed by (leneral Shigematsu on 1.') July 
indicated he was moving to his battle command 
po.st in the Fonte hill mass overlooking the. 
Asan Beach. With final preparations made, the 
defending Japanese weie ordered to “.seek cer- 
tain victory at the beginning of the battle . . . 
to utterly destroy the landing enemy at the 
Avater’s edge.” “ The Japane.se were ready. 

"Wire lines from division to sector iiefi‘ns(' liead- 
(inarler.s were aiwnys laid in two aial sometimes tiirec 
seuarate routes tlirouKh delilafied areas. Witiiiti tlie 
seelor.s, since the .Iai>ane.se knew the landing areas, 
the.v were aide to lay their lines in rinj; sha|ie lliroui:li 
lirotecte<l ravines and K'illle.s on tlie Hanks of the 
Iteaches. Tukeda Letter. 

“Cin(;rac-(’in(’ia)A Item 10,377— Asatm Sector 
Garrison Order A-127, loJnlll. 
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THE RECAPTURE OF GUAM 


CHAPTER II 


Planning and Preparing 


Throiifrliout 11 series of hijih-level iiiteruii- 
I ioiial iiiilitaiy eonferences in 1!)4:5 various ideas 
for speedinj? up tlie Pacifie war were presented 
and discussed. Admiral Krnest d. King, Com- 
inander-in-Chief, United States Fleet, clunn- 
pioned a jilan to throw the power of tlie Navy 
helund ii drive tlirough tlie Central Pacific. 
Consistently, he presented the Marianas to the 
Combined Chiefs of Staff (CCS) of the Allies 
and to the Joint Chiefs of Staff ( JCS) as a key 
objective. He felt it was necessary to have these 
islands to control the Central Pacific routes of 
advance to the Philippines and the Japanese 
home islands. Ju.st as consistently, his concept 
was challenged by those feeling that a power- 
ftd thrust up from the Southwest I’acilic would 
better achieve, and with fewer casualties, the 
.same end result. It became apparent by late 
l!)4;{ that a decision must be. made to assign 
])riority to one or the other of these conflicting 
strategies. 

During JCS conferences in mid-November, 
the admiial’s plan gained a powerful advocate, 
General Henry H. Arnold, (’ommanding Gen- 
eral, Army Air Forces. Air Foire planners felt 
the B-21) fields that existed in China would not 
he adetpiate for the projected air war of attri- 
tion against Japan. l’ro])osed bases at Chengtu 
and Chungking would i-equire the big planes 
either to refuel at supplemental bases or carry 
a reduced bomb load. Airstrips closer to the 
China coast could not he considei od because the 
.Japanese either had captured them or were 


threatening them. General Arnold felt that the 
Marianas would offei- base .security, and at the 
.same time reduce the lound trip flight to Japan 
by 1,200 miles.’ The.se factors, added to A<1- 
miral King's concept, tipped the scale in favor 
of the Central I’acilic route. 

The Combined Chiefs gave their approval of 
the JCS agieements at a conference in Cairo in 
earl}' December 194J. President Roosevelt and 
Prime Mini.ster Churchill indorsed a plan for 
siiecilic operations to defeat .Japan, which in- 
cluded the campaign to seize Guam and the 
.Iapane,se Marianas. Concurient opei’ations in 
both the Central and Southwest Pacific theaters 
were approved. However, should there be an 
unavoidable conte.st for troops, ships, or sup- 
plies the Centi'al Pacific would he favored.“ 

JOINT PLANNING^ 

With the go-ahead signal given by top Allied 
leaders. Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, acting in 
his dual capacity as Commander-in-Chief, Pa- 
cific Fleet ((hnCPac) and Pacific Ocean Areas 

* General of tlie Air Force H. II. .Vrnold, Olo.bal 
Minnioii, (New York. 1049), 470-480, .730, hereinafter 
cited a.s Olohnt MiHKimi. 

’ For a detailed account of the liiKliest level coii- 
ferenct>s and decisions leading ui) to tlie Marianas 
camimign see Saiiiiiti, 13-32. 

’Tlie principai .sources used in the vireparation of 
this section were tlie planning reports of TF .71, TF 
.7(i, TF .73, III.VG, and tlio operation reiRirts of tlie 3d 
Marliiv and tile 1st I’rov.Marltrig. 
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((’iiiCPOA),' could issue Ills plan for Central 
I'acilic operations during li)-l 1. 'I'lds cam- 
paign plan. GRANITE, publislual 27 Deeeinher 
contained a tentative scliednle of targets 
for the coming year. In it the Marianas were 
listed for mid-Novemher as the 1!)4-I linale for 
CinCPOA’s forces. Seventeen days later, 1:5 
damiury 1!HI, another issue of GRANI'I'K set 
the time for the first phase of the Marianas cam- 
paign, capture of Saipan and 'Pinian, as 1 No- 
vember. The attach on Guam, the .second 
pha.se, was scheduled to be launched by 15 
December. 

Soon, however, plannei's levised their orig- 
t inal estimates. Marine and Army troops 

•smashed ashore on the islands of Kwajalcin 
Atoll and scored a speedy victory at sni'pris- 
i'lgly little cost. As a result, Admiral Nimitz 
I'dvanced the date for the Eniwetok aasault 
from I May to 17 February. Five days after 
tbe initial landing this atoll was in American 
liands.'' During the same period, on 1(5-17 
February, Vice Admiral .Marc A. Jlitseher's 
hast Carrier Task Force's (TF 58) covering 
strike against Tiiik revealed the vaunted Japa- 
'lese naval base much weaker than had been su]i- 
posed." It now became obvious that air strikes 
roidd contain the .laiianese remaining on 
*riik,^ thus removing the threat to the (lank of 

'Adni .Nimitz n.s .seninv naviil offleer in tlie I’arifii- 
"as ill comiimiul of nil sliips of the rncifle Fleet 
•FinCl'uc). .-Vi the same time, he iiml Gen MneArtlmr 
<Ilvi(i(.,i Amerienn eomimmil of I'aeifie areas. Mae- 
Aitliar exereLsed eontrol of all Army, Navy, and Jlarimt 
^"•ces in the Southwest I’aeifie (CinCSWI’A) wliile 
‘''’imitz liad the same rtde in the South, Central, iind 
North I’aeifie, jointl.y titletl I’aeifle Oeean .\reas 
((•tnCI’OA). 

I' or the story of .American o)K>ration.s aKuinst the 
• 'Mmnese in tiie Marslialls see the .MC historical nion- 
<*Krai)li i)y LtCol .1. A. Crown due for imhllcalhm In 
1954. 

Adm Mlneielii Kojtii, CinC, ConiFlt, ordered tin' 
t'aciiatlon of 5'ruk as advanced fh“(‘t hasy' on tOFehd-I 
•* avoid expected American altacks there. Me met 
'Is tleatli ns a result of another .•\merican as.sault, that 
•’f Gen .MacArthur’s forces on Ilollandin. On :il .March 
^9’* plane was lost at sea while lie was tlyiii); from llie 
•dans to l>avao to direct o|ierations jiitain.st tlie land- 
"‘K forces. ('fiDiiitiit/iiK, 2l).5-207. 

Accordlug to tlie .laiiane.si* tliey were alerteil to the 
'Vent of a landini; on Tnik liy tliis first carrier strike, 
‘y mid-April a divisioti and a half of Army Irimiis laid 


the Central I’acilic drive. Seizure of (he .\tl- 
miralties in the spring of lOM assured neutral- 
ization of (he .Itipanese strong point by land- 
based aircraft tind cleared (he path for (he 
capture of (he Southern Mariiinas. 

As a result td’ re-eviihuit ion of (he progre.ss 
of (he I’itcitic wiir in light of (he early IDl ( suc- 
cesses, .IC.S hiitl issued a directive on 12 March 
1PI4 covering future Facitic operations. With 
it. ciime it detinite end of any debate on (he in- 
evitability of the .Marianas campaign. In the 
Southwest Facitic, in order to c.xpedite the de- 
velopment of the .Vdmii’alt ies as a foi-ward base. 
General Mac.Vithiir (('inCSWFA)" had been 
ordered to advance the date of his alliick on 
llollandia, New Guinea, lie also had received 
directions to cancel the )m>posed operations 
again.st Kavieng ^ and after seizing bases in the 
Ailmiralties to isolate (hat .laiiane.se ba.se and 
the one at Kabaul. All shi|>s of I he Facitic Fleet 
allotted for Kavieng were to be returned to 
CinCFac's control by 5 May. 

Under terms of the same directive, Admind 
Nimitz received instructions to stc|) up carrier 
strikes against the Marianas, Fidiius, and Caro- 
lines. 'Phe order also called for the seizure of 
the Southern Marianas for purposes of devi'l- 
oping 15-29 bases and secondary navid biises 
anti set 15 rlune as the (aigct date for the opera- 
tion (FOR.VGEK). Both major Facitic com- 
manders were diiected to coortlinate (heir fu- 
ture plans to provide inutnal suiiport in all 
forthcoming operations."’ 

Iieeii lii'ouKlit la In iiUKiucat tlie small Navy (jarrlsim. 
For Ilie (lunitioii of llie war over ;!0,0(HI men were 
immoliilizctl on llie liy-iiasseil islaiul. USS1’.!S( I’ac) 
laterroKatioii No. TilKi of V.ViIm .Shiuerii l‘'uku(1ome : 
I'ol'S. ('omliiactl Kleel. llllO-Apr ll ; Clilef Isl Seelloii, 
.Naval (teiieral Slaff, .\pr ll-.Mayia ; C'limmamler, 2il 
.Vlr Fleet. .hil44-1.5Jaii 1.5 ; Commamler, lOlli Area 
Fleet, 15.laii4.5-I»ei-4ri, liereiiiafter ciled as hUikiiiliimr. 

‘('Ini'SoW'esI’ae was the alilii'cvialioii ii.sed mosily 
liy Navy doeumeiils. However, (lie alilirevlatioii 
I'iiiCSWI'-V apiiears in Jt'S iloeuiuents and will lie 
ii.seil tlironitliout I Ids monoKraidi. 

"One of llie Marine units later (>ni|iIoyed In Hie Guam 
assault, lli(‘ .‘id .MarDIv, was originally seliednled for 
lids opernlion. Tlie till .Mar, also ori):inally slated for 
Kavieng. was .sent agalnsi Kiidniu instead and lal,'r 
liartieipaled in IIk> Guam opm’iilion as part of tlie 1st 
ProvMarltrig. 

‘”JCS 71.V-1. lZMarl4. 
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■'ll ki'opin*; with liis orders, C’iiiCI’OA sent 
a secret dis|)atcl\ to major units on h5 Mareli 
assifrniiif' lii<rliest jiriority (o preparations for 
tlie Marianas campai<rn. A week later, 20 
Mairli, Ids .loint Stall' at I’earl Harbor issued 
a study to {>:uide cominanders in their advance 
plannin<f. It called for employment of the V 
Amphibious Corps (VAC), consistinir of the 
2d and 4th Marine Divisions, and the Army’s 
XXIV Corps Artillery. These nidts would be 
charged with I'esponsibility of seizinj!; Saipan 
and Tinian and mount out from the Hawaiian 
area. In addition, another Marine, amphibious 
corps, II I. VC," woidd mount for the operation 
from Guadalcanal and reca])tnre Guam. In- 
tegral ])ai ts of the corps included the 8d Marine 
Division, the 1st Provisional Marine llrigade, 
and I II. VC Artillery. The Army’s 27th In- 
fantry Division, although under operational 
control of VAC, was to he E.xpeditionary 
Tioops Reserve. Loading from the Hawaiian 
area, the 27th had the mission of being prepared 
to support either corps. A.ssigned as area re- 
serve for h'ORAGER ami alerted for movement 
to the target 20 days after D-Day at Saipan was 
the 77th Infantry Division, scheduled to arrive 
soon in the Hawaiian Islands from the United 
States. For the important assignment of Com- 
mander, E.xpeditionary Troops (d'F 50) thn- 
CPO.V named Lieutenant General Holland M. 
Smith, Commanding General, VAC.*- 

Since FOR.VGER, as well as all other Cen- 
tial Pacific operations came under naval juris- 
diction, .Vdmiral Nimitz assigned Admiral Ray- 
mond A. Sprnance to over-all command. (See 
Organization (ihart. Map Section) Sprnance, 
as Commander Fifth Fleet and Central Pacific 
Task Forces, designated Vice Admiral Rich- 
mond K. Turner to control the .Joint E.xi)cdi- 
t ionary Force (TF 51 ) assigned to the Marianas 
assault. The forces under Turner were further 
divided into two ta.sk forces: one, the Xorthern 
.Vttack Force (TF 52), to land the assault and 
garrison troo|)s under VA(j on the islands of 
Saipan and Tinian ; (he otlier, TK 5:5, the South- 

“Ou l.’)A|)i'i4, tlip I .Marine Amiiliibiim.s Coriis was 
redesiBiiated 111 Anipldliious Corp.s. For purposes of 
contliniity tlds iiiiil. lias lieeii referred to as lllAC or 
111 Corps tlirouahoiit the moiionrapli. 

TF r,(i <1-3 Kpt, 1-3. 



IIIAC LEADERS examine a plaster relief map of Guam on 
board tlie Appalachian. Left to right: Major General 
Geiger, Corps Commander; Colonel Silverthorn, Corps 
Chief of Stall; Brigadier General del Valle, Corps Artil- 
lery Commander. 

ern Attack Force (Re:»r Admiral Richard L. 
Conolly) to hind and inotect the troops of the 
IIIAC on Guam. Admiral Turner would exer- 
cise a duid command over TF 51 and 52, just as 
General Smith would serve concurrently as Ex- 
jieditionary Troops Commander and C'om- 
manding General of the Northern Troops tind 
Landing Force. 

Pursuant to directives from higher headtpuir- 
ters, staff planners from Admiral Conolly’s 
Amphibious Groiij) Three met at Pearl Harbor 
with those from Major General Roy S. Geiger’s 
IIIAC. Also present were representatives of 
TF 51 and TF 5(5 with their preliminary drafts 
to furni.sh a guide for lower echelon conferees. 
Work started on the basic plan to recapture 
STEVEDORE (code name assigned Guam) on 
150 March. Foui‘ days later (:i April) General 
Holland Smith aj>proved a tentative operation 
plan jn-esented bj' General Geiger, and the fol- 
lowing day its provisions were tentatively ac- 
cepted in turn by Admirals Turner and 
Siiruance. 

The plan called for the III.VC, designated 
Southern Troops and Landing Force (STLF), 
to make simultaneons landings at two points on 
the west coast of Guam. 'I’o accomplish this. 
Admiral Conolly divided TF 5.5 into Noilhern 
and Southern Attack Groups, the former under 
his own command iind the latter under Rear 
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Admiral Lawronre F. IlcMfsiiidcr. In tlie 
iiortli, (lie :5d Marine Division would land on 
beaches between Adeliip Point and the Talffini 
liiver; in (lie south, (he 1st I’rovisional Marine 
IliiKiule, followed by III Corps Ardllery, 
would land on beaches belween Afra( Villa<j:e 
iind Baiiffi Point. Both units were then to ad- 
vance inland and establish (he Force Beachhead 
Idiie (FBL) aloni; the coiiimandiii{>: ground, 
Adelup-Aliitoni-Tenjo-Alifaii-Facpi Point. 
Control over the important Orote Peninsiila- 
Apra Harbor area was to be gained as rapidly 
•‘IS possible, and then further operations con- 
ducted to seize the remainder of Guam. In 
*‘ddition, the plan ])rovided (hat the corps re- 
inforce the, Saipan landing if the situation 
required it.*=> 

One of the major units of III Corps com- 
mitted to STEVEDORE was in (he process of 
formation at this time. The 1st Provisional 
^liirine Brigade had been activated on ‘22 March 
'"’ith its skeleton headquarters located at Pearl 
Harbor. The troop strength of the brigade 
Was not immediately available; the 4th Marines 
bad just occupied Emirau (20 March) and the 
•^'^d Marines was still engaged taking the Lesser 

”11I.\C S.VR. PhmiiiiiiS Upt, 1-2. 


Marshalls. Bolh units would be ( ransferred 
to Giiailalcanal upon being released rmiii (heir 
respective a.ssignments. .\ few senior members 
of the brigade s(all’, however, were working on 
(he myriad prohlenis entailed in (he rorniation 
of such a large mii(. .\long wilh this gigantic 
task, a tentative operation plan for S'l'EVE- 
DORE had to be, formulated. Despite (he 
.short time allotted, the stall submitted a plan 
and had it a])proved before General Geiger re- 
turned to Guadalcanal on 7 .Vpril. Brigadier 
General Lemuel C. ishei)herd, Jr. ass\uned com- 
mand of the brigade on Iti Ai)ril, re])lacing 
Colonel John T. Al^dker who remained as (4def 
of Stall'." 

Eight days after (he departure of (he cor|)s 
.stall from Pearl Harbor, Admiral Conolly also 
(lew to Guadalcanal in order to facilitate joint 
l)lanning between (he naval support vessels and 
the cor])s troops. He and his statf e.stablished a 
temporary ('P near the Jd Mai’ine Division at 
III AC Headquarters at Tetere, and detailed 
planning got under way. Until 27 A])ril the 
naval olliccrs got an unaccustomed taste, of 
“cami)ing out,” at which time CTF TjJ’s llag- 

” IJrijrOen Tlionms K. Watson who took conimaiul of 
the 1st I'rovMarltriK wlien it was activated on 22.Miir-H 
had iK-en a.ssigned as (tG, 2d MarUiv on U).\pi'14. 


\ 



’’EAR ADMIRAL CONOLLY, Soutlicrn .\ttack Force Coimnander, confers with top leadca-s of the Northern .\ttack (Ironp 
tluadaleaimi. Left to rigiit: Itrigadicr General Noble, ADC, 3d .Marine Division; Commander lioelianan, Com- 
'hander, Northern Trans|)ort Groui); Admiral Conolly; .Major General Turnage, Commanding General, 3d .Marine 
t>i vision. 


19 




USS APPALACHIAN, llagKUip of Admiral Conolly, command 
vessel and communication ecntcr of tlie Southern 
Attack Korcc. (Navy Photograph.) 


sliip, USS Appalachian (A(KV1),'“ arrived 
to take tlie .staiF on board. The time was jnoiit- 
ably spent, liowever, in smoothing the rough 
edges of o]ieration plans and annexes. Also 
the oflicers took advantage of the opportunity 
presented for opposite mimhers of stall's to he- 
eome better acquainted with each other ami the 
specialties of the respective services. With the 
opening of the 1st Brigade’s CP at Tassafar- 
onga, Guadalcanal on 2 Maj','® all major land- 
ing force units committed to STEVKDOliE 
had elements in the area. 

Most of the ships assigned TF 53 had been 
engaged in transporting and .supporting Gen- 
eral MacAi’tlmr’s troops at Ilollandia and had 
not yet arrived in the Guadalcanal area. 
Drawn largely from the South Pacific Forces 
of Admiral William F. Halsey, the ships were 
dLspatched to nearby bases in the Solomons for 
servicing as they returned fi om the Southwest 
Pacific Area. 'I'his avoided overtaxing (he fa- 

Th(‘ .\(!<; is an especially desigiuHl ampliibiou.s 
command ship for the use of tlie atlai'k force and 
landing force stalTs. It is equipped with extra eoin- 
niunication gear, a photo lab, sound recording devices, 
and has large conference rooms to facilitate coordina- 
tion of staff actions. Initially designated an auxiliary 
geni‘ral coinnnmleations ve.ssel, AOC, it is now ollicially 
listed hy the Navy as an ampldhions force flagship. 

’‘UrigGen Shepheril and a nucleus of his staff laid 
arrived liy air from I'earl Harbor on 22Apr4-t to take 
imrt in the planning for STEVKDOUK prior to the 
formal opening of tlie lirignde Cl*. Ltr LtCol W. It. 
Norton to CMC, 2(lNovri2, hereinafter cltesl as \orioii. 


cilities at Guadalcanal and Tulagi. The ma- 
jority of the shijis had returned by 10 May, and 
the work of replenishing expended supplies and 
reitiiiring operational damtige jirogressed .satis- 
factorily t herea f ter. 

On 7 May, III Corps received the filial opera- 
tion and administrative plan from Expedition- 
ary Troops Headquarters. Five days later 
Admiral Turner’s ojieration plan arrived on 
board the A ppaluchian. Both planning groups 
immediately started work on final drafts of 
orders to be distributed to subordinate, units. A 
good portion of this task was already completed 
and had been accomplished through (he con- 
stant elForts of stalls at all levels to coordinate 
directives from higher headquarters. Perhaps 
the greatest aid to speedy completion of the 
planning process was the standard practice fol- 
lowed of making tentative or rough drafts of 
plans available to lower echelons. This enabled 
work to jiroceed concurrently at attack force- 
corps and attack gro\ip-division levels. Corj)s 
completed S'l’LF Operation Plan 1—44 with its 
accompanying administrative order on 1 1 May, 
and two days later the 3d Marine Division lin- 
ished its plan. Both publications, however, 
lacked annexes giving particulars of air and 
naval gunfire (NGF) support. But .Admiral 
Conolly's operation plan for the task force, dis- 
tribntc<l on 17 May, included not only air and 
NGF support details but also a tentative land- 
ing date (W-Day) of 18 June. By the end of 
the month, brigade had completed its jilan, and 
the mis.sing air and NGF annexes had been 
added to the division’s document.” 


"Two allfvnatf openition plans were suhscquimtly 
made in ca.se later information disclosed that either 
of the designated beaches in the preferred plan was 
loo lieavily defended or otherwise unsuitable for a 
landing. Opl’lan S— 14 (Alternate plan-FOUAGKH ) 
was i.ssued on flO May. This plan [irovided for laniling 
the entire force in e<-helon on the heaches between 
Agat and Faepi I’t, seizing Orote I’eninsula and Apra 
Harbor, and being prepared to conduct further opera- 
tions to complete the seizure of Guam. OpFlan 4-44 
(Second Alternate |)lan-FOK.\(!EK) was I.ssued on i) 
.Tune. This plan envisiiged the lid MarDiv landing 
as tier OpPlan 1—14, witli the brigade landing on 
lica(4ies between Ilangi I'l and Faepi I’t, foiloweil hy 
an attack to the north to seize Orote Peninsula and 
Ajira Harbor as per the preferred plan. HIAC HAR, 
Planning Rpt, 2. 
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LOGISTICS 

From a lofiistical as wall as a tactical staml- 
I'oiiit, tile Marianas pi'csimtcd some now pioli- 
Irins to ampliibions idannci-s in the Central 
Facific. The campaif'ns to secure the tiny 
atolls of tlie Marshalls anil the restricted heach- 
I'eads of the Solomons had been snccessfnily 
roncinded. Now, a war of manenver on a 
limited huid mass was contemplateil and re- 
‘I'orimionts for snp])ly ami resn)tply.’* evacna- 
bon and hospitalization, transportation, and 
file mission of service troops had to be re- 
t^ralnated. With lives at stake, the absolute 
necessity of bein>r ri^bt the first time imjiosed 
a terrific responsibility on the men mai)pin<i; out 
the scirvice functions of the operation. 

Althoiifrh the allotment of shipping: for 
‘'Stevedore was adequate to lift the units 
nripinally assifjned, revisions and additions to 
the ti’oop list forced a drastic reduction in carfjo 
space available.’” The nnmbi'r of orpinic ve- 
I'icles to be bronjrht along was especially 
limited, and commanders carefully scanned 
equipment requirements at all levels to elimi- 
nate anything that might be cla.ssnd as “excess 
Iniggage.” Cnexju'cted orders on -t May idaced 
mi additional burden on TF 53 and IIIAC by 
giving them responsibility for embarking the 
mitire first garrison echelon. This included S4 
otlicers and 4t)8 enlisted men of Majoi’ General 
Henry L. Larsen’s Island Command Headquar- 
ters group.”” 'I'hereafter, in view of the ship- 
ping available, constant adjustments were nec- 
essary to meet combat and service requirements 
*>f assault and garrison units. The personnel 

“in order to conserve sliinping siince on n'suppl.v 
Vessels after (lie eanipali;n was over, the 1st I’rovMar- 
was orderi'd to leave most of Its orKanl'/aitional 
V'lnlpiiient on (inam. After repair and servieiiiK h.V 
■ith FldDt‘p the K*“ar was to he i.ssued to the :!d MarDiv 
"'hleh was slated for island garrison. The iirigade. 
"11 its return to Cnadaleanat. woidd rts'eive r(‘i>hiee- 
iiients from Sol'ac stt|>pl.v depots. TF oO (.1-4 Rpt, l.'i. 

“ IIIAC S.VIl, .SnpRpt, .‘i. 

“ifiCoin \VD. mAi)r-15AiiK44. 2-.T MajGen II. C. 
I-ar.sen, pro.spective Island ('ommaiidor of Guam, and 
II members of his staff arrived at III.\0 Headquarters 
"n 2!) Ma.v and immedlalel.v starlisl coorillnal ing their 
liteliiiiinarv plans with tlie as.sanit elements of the 
vorps. This earl.v coordination proved to lie of mnliiai 
J*enetit. Lir MajGen M. H. Silvertliorn to CMC, ItiOet- 

liendnafter cited as Silvcrthoni. 


and ('(inipment mlditiims furl her cuiiailed 
cargo space and acted to limit the capabilities 
of some units assigned to the as.sault echelon.”' 
Close persomil cooperation at the higher stalf 
level continued lictwetm the various ship com- 
mandei-s and commandingollicersof the units to 
be lrans|)orled to the target." Continual co- 
ordination by respi'ctive transport (piarter- 
mastors (4'QM’s) insured ell'ective loading 
arnuigt'inents best .suited to the needs of the 
embarked units. 

Sanitation for lrooi>s on board ship, details 
of casually treatment and evacuation at Guam, 
and jirovisions foi' ade(|uate medical care at all 
times were the subject of numerous conferences 
between landing and attack foire medical olli- 
cers. q’he plan, as it finally evolved, called for 
all units to embark with their full medical 
strength. ])lns a three to five percent increase' 
over table of organization allowances foi' 
corpsmen."'' Levels of medical snjiply were set 
so that they woidd be adetpiate for both the 
assault and garrison units. But the shortage 
of shipping space caused higher headquarters 
to disapprove the retpiest of the corjis surgt'on 
to embark medical supplies for the civilian 
population.”’ Fortunately, the order limiting 
organic transportation to be lifted to Guam did 
not include ambulance jeeps, and consequently 
medical units could lake along their full allow- 
ance of vehicles. 

The transportation picture for amphibious 
vehicles was also quite a bit better than for mo.sl 
motor transport. 'I'he fid Amphibian 'I'ractor 
Battalion ( 180 tractors) had been assigned to 
the fid Marine Division, and the 4th with its 
178 tractors had been attached to the 1st Pro- 

=‘ IIIAC SAK. .StipRpt. I-l. 

"Mure than one ollicar ha.s commenloil on the close 
cooperaliim hctwomi Adm ('onoll.v, his staff, anti the 
as.s'anit gnmml forces. The Coi’iis C-2 recalls hearing 
.\(lm Conoll.v tell General Geiger that "m.v tiim is lo get 
lilt' troop.s a.'ihuro staniling up. You tell me what you 
waul ilono lo accomplish this ami we’ll lio it," Ltr 
Col W. F. Coleman to CMC, r»Sep.VJ, hereinafter clnul 
as Colcmtin ]{I52. 

IIIAC SAU, MciIItpt, 1. 

“‘After the lamliiig on Guam, sufllcicnt supplie.s to 
care for the Guamanians were funiisheil from existing 
.Marine sto<-k.s, ca|ilnreil .la|iane.se ilnin|is, ami material 
sent in from transimrt.s by Afim Conoll.v. Ibid., 2. 
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visional Mai ine I5i%a(le.-“ After those LVT’s 
landed (he initial ussaidt waves, they would be 
availahle for transshipment of cai'go and ti'oops 
over the reef harriers to the beach. In this task 
they would he assisted by the ainphihian trucks 
(DUKW’s) of the IHAC Motor Transport 
Ihittalion. This unit liad been converted re- 
cently to a DUKAV oif^anization for the 
STEVhjDOKE operation, and its driveis had 
been hurriedly trained by civilian technicians 
and Army peisonnel furnished by the Com- 
mandin;j General, Forward Area South I’acific. 
Duriiifr the landiuff of the assault waves, the 
l)UKA\'s would carry in artillery jiloces and 
l adio jeeps and then be used for resupply. Of 
(he battalion’s 100 DEKAV’s (iO were assigned 
to the :id Division while the i-emainder, one 
company (C), with 40 Dl’KAA'’s, supported the 
brigade. 

To assi-st the amphibious vehicles in theii’ role 
as cargo carriers and to help bridge the reef- 
lilled gap between deep water and the beach. 


* For STKVKDOUIC both Irnttnlioiis were reiiiforc-ett. 
Co A of tlie loth AinpliTraeltii was a.s.sif;iie(l to the ltd 
.\nipliTracI!n and Co A, 11th AniphTracHu to the 4th. 

“The (if) nrKW’s attaehed to the .Sd MarDiv were 
disirilmted as follows; six sections of live vehicles 
each to lift in the lornnm howitzers of 3/12 and 4/12; 
three sections of eijiht DITKW’s each to hrini; in radio 
Jeeps; six to serve as mobile CI*’s for division, combat 
teams, and Dl'KW headquarters. The remainiiif; 
capacit.v of the nidio DUKW’s was ioaded with 37nim 
antitank guns and/or infantry ammunition. In each 
section of I)UK\\'’s one vehicle was lilted witi) an “A" 
frame to a.ssist in unloading. 3d Marlliv Opl’ian 
2-44. 13,May44. 



PONTOON-LADEN LST prepares to discharge a.s.sault trooiis 
on IV-Dny before moving in to unload its temporary 
piers at the reef’s edge. 
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TF .51} mude provisions to take pontoon barges 
and piers to the target. 'I'heir bulk iiresented 
a grave transportation problem to already 
hara.ssed transport quartermasters. It was 
solved, however, by having them mounted and 
side-carried to the target by LST’s (landing 
.ship, tank). In the Northern Attack Group, 
seven LST’s were assigned to carry four self- 
jn-opelled pontoon barges each, ami the South- 
ern Attack Group had four similarly assigned. 
'I'welve pontoon causeways, each with two sec- 
tions 14 .\ 100 feet, also were sent along by 
means of LS'P cari'ier, eight to the northern 
beaches and four to the southern. Once e.stab- 
lished off the reef at Guam, the ))ontoons could 
be used as floating docks, temporary storage 
points for high-priority gear, and as refueling 
stations for amphihious vehicles. As a fuither 
aid to conquering the fi-inging reefs, and to 
provide traction for wheeled vehicles moving 
ashore, each LST of the attack force carried 
three reinforced wire mats, 240 square feet in 
area, to be laid on the coral by men of the shore 
party.” 

In order to coordinate sujiply activities 
ashore, corps formed a service group u.sing as 
a nucleus officers and men from the staffs of 
the corps engineer and corps quartermaster. 
Under Lieutenant Colonel Francis M. Mc- 
Alister, the group would conti'ol the corps shore 
party, engineer, medical, .supply, and transport 
facilities. In addition, it would operate the 
port to be established in Apra Harbor and the 
airfiidds to be built until such time as units of 
the garrison forces took over. It was contem- 
plated that upon conq)letion of the unloading 
of assault shipping, those units temporaiuly at- 
tached to the brigade and division as shore 
pai’ty peisonnel for the landing would revert to 
groiq) control. 

Moreover, the brigade's and division’s pioneer 
and naval coibstruction units were to come under 
group control as soon iis possible after \V-l)ay 
to assist in the enormous task of converting 
Guam into an advance, ba.se. This centralized 
control of logistical activity a.shore after troops 
secured the beachhead would have two advan- 
tage.s. It would insure adecpiate support of 

” CTP .73 OpPlan Al(i2-44, 17May44. 


units lifjhting (ho .Jiii)!Uipsp, iind at, the same 
(iiuo ex])p<{itc the frroumlwoi k in hasp <]pvp1<i|)- 
inent. The service {j;i onp eonlil not hold triiin- 
in<; exercises since (ho nni(s (o ho assifjmal (o 
it on Guam wore tac(ically a(tachod to assault 
elements for t.lie landin*>:. Staffs, however, held 
conferences and all interested unit connnanders 
ha<l a hand in decidinij: policies.^* 

INTELLIGENCE 

The information available re^ardinf; Guam 
and the enemy troops defending it alfectcd all 
considerations of Naval and Marine planning. 
Studies which had been prepared periodically 
for Marine Corps Schools at Qnantico, Vir- 
ginia, M'hich examined the island with a view 
toward its eventual develoj)ment as a major 
haso, furnished some intelligence.-" More cur- 
rent knowledge was obtained from odicers who 
had been stationed on Guam and natives who 
were away serving in the Navy at the time of 
their homeland’s capture. 

Considering the length of time the Navy had 
controlled the i.sland, available topographic 
maps wei'o surprisingly poor in detail on road 
nets and ground contours. Hydrographic 
charts, however, gave an excellent picture of the 
lay of reefs offshore. In June 1943 the Military 
Intelligence Service, of the M'ar Department 
gathered all available information and issued 
a preliminary intelligence guide for planners. 
After Pacific Ocean Area forces were definitely 
eoinmitteed to FORAGER, the Ollice of Naval 
Intelligence compiled a strategic study of 
Guam. Isstied in February 194-1, this exhaus- 
tive 345-page evaluation, labeled ONI-99, 
proved to be the ])rime source of information re- 
garding the island. 

“IIIAC .SAU, SerOniUpt, 1 amt lA-0.\. 

“Tlio "Giinm l‘rolili‘in" was {riven us part of a eour.w 
at Marine Corps Sdiools as far back as Many 

of the offleera serviii{; wilb tlu> :til AlarDiv and l.«l 
I’rovMarBrlr; (luring the planning for tliu invasion of 
the island laid si)ont inioiy da.v.s slndying tlie proldein 
of file defense and eaplnre of (!nain. One n>ginienlal 
eonnnandc'r cominented, “In iny own case iny experi- 
enc(« with tile Gnain I’rnldeiii siM'vcii me well and as a 
residt I bad a clear picture in my ndnd of tlie terrain 
and natural obstacles, wliich facilitatcil my idanning, 
and later, control of troop.s.” I,tr Li Gen E. A. Craig 
to CMC, lUNovnu, liereinafter cited as Crei;; Sol'52. 


The unknown factor to iittt‘lligcuc(> oHiccrs 
was the tJii|)iiuese defensive, situation. All in- 
dications .showed the enemy rushing reiufoi'ce- 
meuts to (he Marianas, although the exact num- 
ber of men and the extent of (he build-up was 
indefinite. In (he preliminary estimate of the 
enemy situsition, is.sued in Miiy with the linal 
corjts operation jJan, an informed guess indi- 
cated (hilt units of the Japanese ‘J9(h lufiintry 
Division might be on Guam. It was not 
thought, however, that the entire unit had 
reached there."" The estimate turned out to be 
inaccurate. The division iind its reinforcing 
units had reached the island and had hegiin the 
jirocess of building up its defenses. In an at- 
tempt to .shed some light on the enemy situation 
and changes in terrain wrought by the Jaim- 
ne.se, commanders re(|iie.sted an ui)-to-date 
aerial iihotograjihie coveiage. In this pai'lic- 
ular, intelligence agencies fell short of expected 
performance. 

Cloud cover lessened the value of pictures 
taken on the first photo mission on ‘25 April, 
Repeated llights, however, in Msiy and June did 
obtain an adequate coverage of most of (he 
island and the invasion beaches. Even with 
these better photos, some commanders never did 
get a clear |)icture of the ground assigned them 
to capture.’* Not until the invasion force em- 
barked could a good one-to-live-thousand mosaic 
be assembled for study. At tbe same time, 
stereo-pairs were received and furni.shed the 
be.st analysis of the enemy's beiichheail 
defenses.-'" 

The submarine USS Grccnling returned to 
base on ‘29 A])i-il iiftei- ‘27 days of reconnaissance 
operations in the Marianas iind provideil HI 
Corps with its “best obliipies’’ of Guam’s beiich 
terrain. Taken during periodic periscope ex- 
posures, the photograjihs gave a clear, close 
view of the proposed landing beaches and 
terrain inland. In addition to the photos, the 
snh had taken depth soundings, checked pre- 

"• in.VC OpIMaii l-l-t. 11.Ma.v44. 

*' Tlie l>altnlii)ii eoinmiiiidei' of 1st Ba, art Mar noli'rt 
lhal, “BLT 1/3 iii'ver Imil a ptioio sliowitig liie l(‘|•ralIl in 
its zone of action liclwiaai llie ri“servoir and tin* Tenjo 
Uoart. There wa.s alway.x a liig wliile sjiot niarlo'd 
‘cloart'." I.tr Maj II. .\|illngton, II to GMG, t).\iir-l7, 
hereiimfl(T eilert as Aiilini/lun. 

“ IlIAC SAB, IntelBiit, 3. 
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vailing tides and currents, and observed tlie air 
traliic from the fields on the island so that 
])lanners now had this intelligence available. 

'I’his added coverage helped the photographic 
situation at higher levels, hut suflicient i)ictures 
wei-e .still not available to lower echelons until 
after the landings. This was not the case with 
maps, however, as adequate quantities of a 



ISLAND OF GUAM as it appears on the rubber terrain map 
used to familiarize assault troops with tlicir objective. 


1 : 20,000 special air and gunnery tiirgct maj) 
(11 sheets) with a siqterimposed grid system 
had been distributed to lower troop levels. 
Corps u.sed a l:(i2,.500 for control purposes, 
while units of the attack force used charts of 
one or two inches to the nautical mile during 
preparation and bombardment phases. The 
1 : 20,000 map was a Marine Corps Schools draft 
based on Corps of Engineer surveys and re- 
vised through A])ril 194-1. For military pur- 
poses, it had several glaring faults. Vast areas 
of the ground actually covered by dense vegeta- 
tion appeared as bale terrain. In many cases, 
broken ground contour lines indicated the in- 
terior had not been thoroughly surveyed. Fi- 
nally, as troo)) commanders would soon dis- 
cover, the ma]) location of roads and trails in 
northern Guam often turned out to be inac- 
curate by hundreds of yards. Ironically, the 
Japanese defenders of the island, improving on 
the base .survey used by the Americans, had 
furnished their troops with a much more ac- 
curate picture of Guam’s terraiji.“ However, 
despite its obvious defects from an infantry- 
man’s point of view, the map used by III Corps 
units proved to be sufficiently accurate in most 
sectors to furnish good artillery data.’” 

Since good aerial photos were lacking, the 
1 : 20,000 map had to be used as basic control 
for plaster relief maps of the island. Briefing 
.sessions and planning conferences both use<l 
these models to obtain a clearer picture of ter- 
rain. Corps di.stributed suflicient quantities to 
provide one for every infantry and artillery 
battalion. In addition, the relief map section 
l)repared 1 : 5000 plaster copies with a two to 

The former eommaiKliiig officer of 3/21 fiiriilslied 
the Historical Itranch with a copy of this enemy map 
for reference. Commenting on the map .supitlied to 
IIIxVC units he said, “I liave heen waiting almost eight 
years to put in my two cents on this score. Ground 
forms were inaccurately .shown all over the map that 
we u.sed. It is (lei)lorahle that we had owned lids 
island approximately forty years and still did not have 
an accurate map.” Ltr Col W. II. Dnplantis to autlior, 
20Jan.'i2, hereinafter cited as Dupliintis. 

12th Mar S.VU, 1-2. Col E. C. Ferguson, command- 
ing tile lirigade’s artillery group, later commented that 
the map was extremely accurate on Orote Peninsula. 
On the other hand, the 12th Mar remarked on the in- 
accuracy of the map in northern Guam. 


24 


ono exaggei'iilion of (l>e immediate beacli area 
to aid assault elements 

Responsible for the accuracy of these large 
scale models was Commander R. F. Armknecbt 
((■EC) who had been public works ollicer on 
(juam prior to the war. He personally modeled 
most of this map, which imjmesscd Admiral 
Conolly so much that he ordered five copies 
made for distribution to fire support shii)s. 
The many rubber terrain maps sent out from 
the United States, based on the Marino Corps 
Schools maj), proved “inherently inaccurate.” 
Nevertheles.s, because of tbeir i)ortal)ili(y, the 
troops had oidy these models available on board 
the invasion ti‘ansj)orts.“ 

TACTICAL PLANNING 

The tactical concept of the operation formu- 
lated by planning groups at I’earl Harbor in 
early April stood the test of prolonged scrutiny. 
Measured against available forces for landing, 
follow-up, and support, it seemed the plan most 
assured of success. Throughout April, corps 
attached the necessai’y reinforcing units to the 
brigade and division. Even though some of 
these units, such as the forward echelons of the 
()th Field Depot and the !)th and 14th Defense 
Rattalions, were slated for garrison duty on 
Guam they also received assignments for the 
assault phase. Other unite, like the 1st Ar- 
mored Amphibian Battalion, were committed 
only for the operation to provide added fire 
power during the landing. By the time the 
STLF received all attachments necessary for 
the landing the aggregate strength reached 
39,080 men. This figure included both the 
assaidt elements and those garrison forces to 
be taken in the fiivst echelon.®' 

Because initial enemy opposition might be 
fierce enough to contain the beachheads and pre- 
vent the planned link-up on the FBL, succe.ss- 
ful employment of cor])s aitillery presented a 
problem. The minimum eflective range of the 

“■''I’lie 21st Marines alsn (•(aisirucled a very large 
terrain model of llielr /one of action and adjaeetit 
areas. Tins model was studied exleiislvely to famil- 
iarize all bands with the terrain to 1>e encountered.'' 
l-tr I.tOol .7. II. Titisley to author, ,S.lati.">2, hereinafter 
cited as Tiimlci/. 

“IH.Ul S,Ut. IntelKpt, 4-.=j. 

” t^ilvc.rtlium. 


powerful la.^mm guns and howitzers was stt 
great that they might be limiletl to ileep su|)porl 
missions .should the assault move slowly. To 
meet this contingency, Brigitdier General Pedro 
A. del Valle and his newly-fortned artillery 
stilt!' phtnned to htnil two l.'t.'Smm bitUiilions 
in the south hehind the hrigade. 'I'his would 
])ermit the heavier guns of the 7th iri.'imm Gun 
Bittlalion, with only long range capahilitie.s, to 
reinforce, the fires of (ho 12(h Marines in .sup- 
port of the 3d Division. At the same time, the 
plan would allow the howitzers of (he ls(. Bat- 
talion, with their shorler range capabilities, to 
add their fire to (hose of (he hrigade artillery 
and protect the corps south (lank. 

In addition to appi-oving del Valle’s plan for 
using his irirmnn units. General (le.iger gave the 
artillery coimminder control over all artillery 
and antiaircraft units in (he Soidhern Landing 
Force.™ In this manner, coordination of fires 
with air and naval gunfire could be achieved 
as soon as cor|)s artillery established its fire 
direction center ashore. Also, the plan would 
ensure the massing of fires on a single target if 
it required the full impact of all artillery on the 
island. 

Naval planners handling their hig gnus .siip- 
imrting Southern Attack Foi-ce jiaralleled corps 
artillery in develo])ing iin effective fire control 
concept. Restrictive (ire plans were laid for 
naval gunfire and iierial bombardment to be 
conducted simultaneously on the same coastal 
area during the prelanding preparation.^” .Al- 
though designed primarily sis a siifety jireciiu- 
tion, the system also made suhslant.ial improve- 
ment in over-all bombardment volume possible. 
As outlined in the directive, when one area re- 
ceived fire from both agencies, ship’s gnus 
would limit (heir maximum ordina(es of shell 
trajectory to 1,200 fit't. At the same time 
pilots would be lequired to pull out of (heir 
bombing runs at IjOOO feet. The resulting l o- 
ordination of air and NGF would ensure (he 


“Coriis arliller.v was aelivated mi as I.MAO 

Artillery, ami its (lesiKimlimi was elmnaetl mi t,"> .\pril 
to III ('orps .\rlillery. Tile lieaihpiarlers wa.s forniiiia 
at tile same time it was plaiiiilii|>; ami traiaiaa' for 
.STEVKKOUK. 

"IIIAC Opl’lan 1-1 1, 11 May I t. 

'“I.lr I.Hlol \V. .M. (illliaia to aiilhor, llFeiaTJ, liere- 
inafter cited as (lilliaiu. 
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BRIGADE COMMANDERS elieck the Orote Peninsula-Apra 
Harbor area on a relief map of Guam. Left to right: 
General Shepherd, Commanding General; Colonel 
Walker, (’hief of StalT; Lieutcnent Colonel Shapley, 
Commanding OlTicor, dth Marines; Colonel Schneider, 
t'ommanding Officer, 22d Marines. 

laiulin<r force of iiiii.xinmm support for tlieir 
assault.^' 

TRAINING AND REHEARSAL 

Life for tlie <rrouml units and the sailors on 
board attack slii|).s was anythin" but traiuinil 
duriii" tlie planniii" period. Commanders 
stepped up the normal intensive training of 
Marine units as embarkation dates approached. 
Most of the ships of 'i'F r>:5 had to face the big 
task of refitting from their last operation and at 
the .same time load for STEVEl)OKE. There 
seemed little need to remind the. experienced 
troops and crewmen that continual practice was 
the key to a successful amjdiibious assault. 

With landings over wide reefs a possibility 
in the future, and to add to techniques em- 
ployed at Bougainville, the :>d Marine Divi- 
sion had conducted experiments involving 
transfers of troops and 75min i>ack howitzers 
from LCVl*’s to LVT’s. In addition, te.sts 
weie made loading 105mm howitzers into 
DUKW’s, studies of the approaches of LVT’s 
and DUKW's to various types of beaches 
carried on, and checks made on landing taidcs 

■"CTl’’ .n.'? Ojillpt, .Mr Snppt>rl ('ominent.s, ijC. 

" For the .stor.v of the division's iictivities at liougnin- 
ville, see Maj .1. N. Utaitz, liwnjnUirUU- und the Nurth- 
rrn tSotommix, Af(t Historical .Monograph, (Washington, 
liMS). 


from LCM's onto reefs.'*' Up to the moment of 
loading out for final rehearsal.s, the 105mm bat- 
talions of the 12th JIarines worked with their 
newly-assigned DUKW’s, plannitig and inves- 
tigiiting the best way to employ the vehicles 
assigned for the landing.'** In addition to ain- 
phihious exercises, the division’s men became 
familiiir with the sniidl-unit combat -tfiiining 
areas in the jungle and kunai grass itlains sur- 
rounding their camp at Coconut Grove, 'I'etere. 

At Tassafaronga, where the 1st Provisional 
Marine Brigade camped, the training cycle was 
considerably shortened. The final echelons of 
the 4th and 22d IMarines did not arrive at Guad- 
alcanal from Emirau and Kwajalein, respec- 
tively, until late April. Each unit remained 
heavily reinforced with support and service ele- 
ments that stayed under regimental control for 
ea.se of handling.^^ However, the 75mm pack 
howitzer battalions, which had been under regi- 
mental conti'ol, were detached and placed under 
a provisional brigade artillery group com- 
manded by Lieutenaitt Colonel Edwin C. Fer- 
guson to facilitate the massing of .supporting 
fires."’ 

'I'he newly formed brigade spent jiart of its 
training time ironing out the kinks inevitable 
in the formation of any large or small unit. 
Fortunately, the recent combat experience of 
these Marines made the training task easier. 
On the other hand, the 22d’s recent activities 
proved detrimental in some respects. As train- 
ing progressed some of the men began to show 
the effects of their sojourn on Samoa and their 
physical efforts in helping capture the ilar- 

".'5(1 JlarDiv SAK, OpConinicat.*!. 1. The .Army’s 7th 
InfDiv oriijiiialod the method of using lUJKW's to 
carry artillery ashore at Kwajalein. Ltr Adm It. K. 
Turner to C.MC, 27Janr>.'{, hereinafter cited a.s Turner. 

"Ltr Col A. L. liow.ser, .Ir. to author, 2."iFeli.’j2, liei’e- 
inafler cited as Itowxvr. 

‘“Besides tiie regular n&S Co and Wpns Co of a 
Miirine regiment, each unit had its own engineer, 
pioneer, medical, tank, and motor transport companies. 

“The brigade artillery group grow beyond its orig- 
inal planned proportions. At the time of the landing 
on Guam Col Ferguson had under his lad leal control 
both 7r>mm pack howitzer battalions, a battery of 
Lo.'imm howitzers assigned by corps artillery, and a 
lO.'iinm battalion from the .Army’s 77th InfDiv after 
that unit was committed to STEA'EI )OllE. Ltr Col 
E. C. Ferguson to author, 20Feb.’52. 
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sliiills. In Sainoii iniiiiy hoops had hccoina in- 
fected witli filariasis " and the exertions of com- 
bat and training induced a severe reaction in a 
considerable number of cases. In a short 
period of time it became necessary to replace 
1,800 men of the 22d Marines because of this 
disease, casualties resulting from battle, trans- 
fers, and rotation. This was acomplished by 
transferring 500 men from the 3d Marine Divi- 
sion overage ami filling out the remainder with 
replacements.^® With the injection of these un- 
seasoned Marines into the brigade, training ofli- 
cers had to jait more emphasis on .small unit 
tactics. 

Both the division and brigade devoted a por- 
tion of their combat training to developing an 
ellicient tank-infantry team whose mutual sup- 
porting fires could crack the expected strong 
•lajjanese defenses. In addition, artillery units 
(rained tankmen in the techniques of forward 
observation so that fire missions could be di- 
rected from as far forward as possible.^® 

The size and configuration of the maneuver 
area assigned the brigade considerably ham- 
l>ered training activities. With elements of 
the brigade, Army, and III AC all near 
rassafaronga there seemed a “never ending 
l)roblem of coordination in the use of training 
areas.” “ Despite the difficulties encountered 
and the element of haste i)rescnt in its ])iepara- 
tion for STEVEDORE, the brigade met the 
«tepped-up schedule. 

Final pre-rehearsal training of sea and laiul 
elements of the attack force commenced on 12 
‘'lay. In an area near Capo Espcrance on 
Cuadalcanal, allotted to 'I'F 53 by the Com- 
iiianding General, Forward Areas Sonfh 
I’acilic, activities got under way. Six days of 

"This (lisoasf, known to tlu> Marines as "ninimi,” 
"■as pnwalent anionji troops .stationed in Samoa in tlie 
early stages of the war. Tiie disease was .spread by 
ino.sqnitos hearing a parasitic larval worm wliiclt in- 
fected blood and tissue of the victim and caused pain- 
ful swelling of tlie lyniplmtics. 

"Ltr BrigGen W. J. Schoyer to CJIC, 2(iScptn2, here- 
inafter cited as Si-hfiier. 

"The former CO, rkllowltn, 22d Mar in commenting 
on this tank-artillery team stated that “the tanker’s 
•trinored OI’ often sees more than an FO who has to 
•inck bullets.'’ Ltr LtC<d A. .M. Mahoney to author, 
iioFeh.'-.o. 

“ Norton. 


ship-to-shorc exercises (fhrec for etich attiick 
group) gave eiich comlmt fetim tind its .support- 
ing transport division an opjiortunify lo prtic- 
lice binding teclmitpies. Nexl followed (wo 
days of air support activities in conjunction 
with regimental landing.s. And finally, two 
ilays of combined air and NGF operations, 
using live bombs and iumnnnition, permitted 
the flagship of each attack group to gain ex- 
perience in controlling the power of its naval 
suitport.®* 

On 22 May, with the preliminary exercises 
completed, all major unit comimmders re])or(ed 
on board the Appulurhiati for a conference on 
the rehearsal and the operation. At the same 
time, ship ctiptains and gunnery oflicers re- 
ceived a thorough briefing on their roles in both 
the pnictice iind actinil landing. With the Cape 
Esperance area suitiible for landing only one 
division at a time, Admiral (ktnolly decided 
to spread the fiiiiil landing drill over a five-day 

“ CTF .":{ Opltpt, 3. 



REAR ADMIRAL REIFSNIDER, Commander of Uio Soulhcrti 
Attack Group, charged with landing the 1st Provisional 
Marine Brigade and the 77tli Infantry Division. (Navy 
Photograph.) 
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l)eriod. This allowed both attack groups to 
complete approach, hiiuling, and follow-up 
phases. 

In tlie evening of 22 May, TG 53.1 with the 
3d Division embarked, sortied from Guadal- 
canal and Tulagi. Using planned approach 
formations during the night, the group arrived 
off the landing beach at ()(i()() and started to dis- 
embark troops. LVT’s loaded with men and 
equipment of assault platoons crawled down 
L.ST ramps into the water and started toward 
the beach. NGF and air worked over the land- 
ing area, duplicating procedures jdanned for 
Guam. After first waves moved ashore, trac- 
tors returned to a pre-determ ined transfer 
j)oint and transshipped troops and equipment 
fi om landing boats. The absence of a fringing 
reef, such as the one blocking both assault 
beaches at Guam, was compensated for in so far 
as possible by imitating the exact technique to 
l)e used in the operation. Ashore, the regiments 
maneuvered according to the operation plan, 
supported by token unloadings of heavy equip- 
ment. Because of the possibility of malarial 
conditions in the rehearsal area, troops re- 
embarked before nightfall. In the morning, 24 
May, the division reloaded the equipment left 
ashore and the convoy proceeded to Tetere. 
Here, over controlled and marked lieaches, units 
of the shore party practiced unloading reserve 
equipment and supplies. 



TECHNIQUES OF TRANSFERRING from LCVP to LVT were 
practiced during Capo Ksperance rehearsals to familiar- 
ize troops with the method (as shown above) used at 
Guam. 


During the .second phase of the rehearsal 
starting 25 May, the Southern Attack Group, 
with the brigade and corps artillery embarked, 
made its “dry run.” Once again Marines 
assaulted the Esperance beach, but this time 
troops followed the Agat landing plan. When 
ships returned to Tassafaronga, the brigade 
shore party unloaded supplies and set up dumj)S 
as they would on Guam. AVithout a barrier reef 
to contend with, unloading prrx'eeded smoothly. 
There was little indication of the trouble that 
would arise at the target when both corps artil- 
lery and the brigade liad to be sujiplied using 
the same men and vehicles.’- 

All units of TF 53 participated in the dress 
rehearsals except two — Cruiser Division (> 
(CruDiv-G) remained at Majuro for servicing, 
and Carrier Division 24 (CarDiv-24) stayed at 
Espiritu Santo for repairs. CruDiv-12, how- 
ever, substituted for the missing cruiser divi- 
sion in its fire support role, and the pilots of the 
air groups of CarDiv-24 flew to Guadalcanal to 
support the operation from bases ashore. Gun- 
nery oflicers and ship captains of CruDiv-6 re- 
ceived briefing from TF 53’s air and gunnery 
officers who flew to Majuro. At the same time 
pilots from carriers of TF 58, who had been 
working as a striking force for Fifth Fleet and 
were now present at the atoll anchorage, heard 
of their role in the STEVEDORE operation. 
As the day for mounting out the assault ap- 
proached, Admiral Conolly’s task force set 
about making final arrangements to lift, land, 
and support the Marines of HI Corps.“ 

NAVAL LIFT 

After the rehearsal, siqiport units left 
Guadalcanal for other bases in the Solomons to 
replenish ammunition and make other logistical 
preparations for departure. Ix)ading of units 
in the Guadalcanal area proceeded smoothly 

“ The corps artillery had requested that sulficieiit 
DUKW’s be a.ssigned to land all its ammunition direct 
from ships to liring areas. Brigade opposed this .•md 
said that their shore party could handle tile situation, 
tiorps accepted the brigade plan, hut on (Jnam the 
.shore i)arty was unable to l)ring in ade(]uate amounts 
of 15.Tmm .sliells and powder during the first few days 
of tlie operation. Ltr Col F. I’. Henderson to autluir, 
2oFel)i'i2, liereinafter cited as Henderson. 

“ CTF 5.1 Opitpt, 3-4. 
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CROWDED 1ST moves toward Guam showing the makeshift living arrangements made by assault trooi>s that led one 
observer to comi>are the sight to that of a “tenement district.” 


itiul on 1 June tlie L8T tractor groups left for 
tile staging area at Kwajalein Atoll. Tlie 
faster transj)ort and support groups, wliich in- 
cluded tlie Appalachian with IIIAC Headquar- 
ters oil hoard, followed on 4 June, joining the 
LS'r group at Kwajalein on 8 .June. Fuel, 
"ater, and provisions were taken on hoard at 
the anchorage as scheduled, and the lirst LST’s 
cleared the atoll late in the afternoon of 9 .lune. 
J'hree days later, the rest of 'I’F 5:5 departed 
from tlie Marshalls, moving in convoy forma- 
tion to an as.semhly area east of Saipan. 

IManes from 'I'F 58 liad struck Guam on 11 
June in tlie first of a scries of jirejiaratory raids 
ini all the Marianas leading up to the landing 
<111 Saipan. Four days later, 15 .June, while 
ftiins and iilanes of 'I'F 52 pounded the island, 
iissanlt divisions of VAC landed on Saipaiii. 


That evening (19:51), Admiral Spruance sent 
a disjiatch to Admiral Conolly conlirniing 
W-l)ay for S'l'EVEDOKF as 18 June. At 
midnight the task force commenced retiring lo 
the eastward preparatory to making the final 
approach run on 17 .lime. 

In the meant iiiie, suhmarine sightings had in- 
dicated that the .lapanese planned lo leap at the 
proll'ered bait and that their fleet had left the 
Philippines to attack the American e.xpedi- 
tionary force. Conseciuently, in the face of an 
imminent fleet engagement. Admiral Spruance 
cancelled W-Day as 18 June, lie slated that 
the landing date would he redesignafed ami di- 
rected that the preinvasion strikes on Guam hy 
TF 58 he disconliniied until further notice. ' 

‘‘CTF r.l Oplipt, ”5-2(5. 
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Ships of TF 53 spent the period from 16-25 
June advancing and retiring in an area 150-300 
miles to the eastward of Saipan. Once the 
threat of the enemy fleet had been eliminated by 
XF 58, the reason for the delay in assaulting 
Guam became, not the Japanese surface forces, 
but the determined defenders of Saipan. Fol- 
lowing the commitment of the Expeditionary 
Troops Eeserve (16-20 June), the IIIAC was 
maintained afloat in case a need arose to rein- 
force Marines and soldiers battling on that 
island. 

When, on 25 June, Admirals Spruance and 
Turner decided the 3d Marine Division was no 
longer needed as a floating reserve, it and most 
units of corps received orders to return to a re- 
staging area at Eniwetok. Ships loaded with 
men of the 1st Provisional Marine Brigade, 
however, remained in the Saipan area pending 
an improvement in the situation ashore. On 
30 June, with VAC’s position more secure, the 
Southern Attack Group was released and di- 
rected to proceed to Eniwetok. 

For men on board the transports and landing 
ships the reef -islands of the atoll were a wel- 
come sight. Already the troops had spent a 
month in their “temporary” quarters, and the 
voyage had lost any novelty appeal it might 
once have had. Only one incident had broken 
the dull routine of seemingly endless days. A 
formation of enemy torpedo bombers attacked 
TG 53.16, the Northern Tractor Group, on 18 
June but the curtain of fire raised by the LST’s 
and LCI’s drove the attackers off after downing 
three of the Japanese planes. LCI(G) 468, the 
only casualty to the assault force, received a 
torpedo hit, and after being towed for awhile 
finally sank.®® Aside from this mishap, the 
monotonous days at sea followed one after the 
other with little prospect of anything but more 
monotony. 

At Eniwetok commanders set up a regidar 
schedule of landings which enabled troops to 
move ashore and regain their land legs. Some 
units employed debarkation arrangements 
which would be used at Guam, and the men 
always disembarked and came back on board 

““ CTF 53 OpRpt, 5-0. 

mctf 51 Oi)Rpt, OpNarrative, Annex 1; CTG 53.2 
OpRpt, 4. 
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over cargo nets. On the many sandspits in the 
lagoon, troops participated in small-unit tactics 
and engaged in various forms of athletics. In 
the evening, back on board the ships, boxing 
matches and movies helped the men to relax. 

LST’s in the atoll lagoon presented a weird 
sight. Tents, tarpaulins, in fact every conceiv- 
able type of cover had been rigged on the 
weather deck to provide some protection from 
the broiling sun. To one officer it looked like 
a . . tenement district with Marine’s bedding 
strewn everywhere in an effort to find a flat 
place to lie down.” At that, the men on the 
landing ships had it better than those on the 
transports where quarters were in crowded 
holds. The tropical sun beating down on the 
steel decks turned the troop compartments into 
infernos. Sleeping proved difficult if not im- 
possible, and a much sought after privilege was 
bedding “topside” under the night sky. Heat 
rash prevailed but the opportunity to eat good 
food, including fresh meat, offset the discomfort 
caused by the skin irritation. A few ships 
began running low on some supplies but on 
others the Marines still enjoyed the ice cream 
that came with life on board most ships.®® 
All-in-all, the good food, rest, plenty of hard 
physical exercise by calisthenics each day, and 
the training and recreation ashore kept the men 
in comparatively good physical condition. 

Nevertheless, the Marines began to get bored 
with “ship-board” life and all individuals were 
ready for action. Assault troops had been 
briefed on their target until “Guam was coming 
out of their ears.” One naval officer with the 
assault force noted that, so familiar had the 
men become with the landing beaches, they 
spoke of them “as though they were Coney 
Island, Old Orchard, Daytona, or a California 
Beach.”®® Probably, there never was a group 
of Marines more eager to leave the ships of the 
fleet for an amphibious assault. 

Ltr LtCol C. W. Kiinz, Jr. to author, 27Feb52, here- 
inafter cited as Kunz. 

In one transport division, TransDiv-2, the com- 
mander, Capt H. D. Baker, ordered that ice cream be 
served only to Marines because the mix started to run 
out. Cra'uj Nov52. 

““ Aplinuton. 

“"Cdr H. E. Smith (CEO), “I Saw the Morning 
Break,” USNI Proceedings, March 1046, 406. 


RE-EVALUATION OF THE SITUATION 

While troops sweltered on hoiird their trans- 
ports in Eniwetok’s lagoon, their coininanders 
were busily iin])leinenting ])lans for STPWE- 
DOllE. Admiral Conolly, Generals Geiger and 
del Valle, plus key staff ollicers left by air for 
Saipan on 29 J une. After arrival on the island, 
still the scene of heavy fighting, the entii’e 
group made a front line tour to examine the 
effect of naval gunfire, air bombardment, and 
artillery suj)port against targets almost identi- 
cal with those expected to be encountered on 
Guam. Then Admirals Turner and Spruance 
held a series of conferences on board their flag- 
shi])s, the USS Rocky Mount and the USS 
Indiana]) olis.^^ New intelligence gained from 
interrogations and captured documents on this 
lirst island assaulted in the Marianas indicated 
that Guam was even more formidably defended 
than Saipan.®- 


“‘Ltr Capt I. E. McMillian, USN, to CMC, 2SOct52. 
TF 5G G-3 Rpt, Annex D. 


ddie defei’inined resistance expected at (lie 
beaches and the sliarj) rise in Jai)anese strength 
known to be on the island were the chief con- 
cerns of the conferees. High-level command- 
ers now considered the foives assigned to 1 II AC 
insuflicient for the speedy ca|)ture of Guam. 
Accordingly, the ])lanners decided to add the 
77th Infantry Division (Reinforced) with its 
19,245 men®'* as tloating reserve.®* The III 
Corps Artillery gained more lire [)ower with 


ConiinCh 1M)07, Aw phihions Opvration}^ — htvasion 
of the Marianos, Cliai) 1,1, iH'roinancM- cilod ns Cnwin- 
Ch P-OO 7 . The 77th InfDiv, activated on 2r>Mni*42, 
was composed mostly ot seU'ctces ami r(‘serv(*s mid had 
yet to experience combat in WW II. The nnil, how- 
ever, had completed extensive training and maneuvers 
in infantry, desert, monntain, and amidiihious warfare 
tactics at various camjis in the U. S. After reaching 
the Pacilic in March-April 11)44, tlie division had heen 
stationed at the Jungle Training Center on Oahu. 

On 22 July, in accordance with a directive from 
CinCPOA, the 2C>th Marines departed San Diego and 
passed to control of CG ExTryis to serve as ExTrps 
Reserve for Guam. ExTrps G-3 Rpt, Annex D, 7. 



artillerymen of the 22d Marines Pack Howitzer Battalion are briefed on their part in the assault by their intelligence 
officer, Captain Philip P. Santon. 
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tlie assigning of the 2d 15i)inin Howitzer Bat- 
talion to the operation. In addition, tlie scope 
of tlie preliminary bombardment was increased 
tremendously and the decision made to conduct 
further reconnaissance of the beaches and reefs 
prior to W-Day.“ 

On 6 J uly, CTF 56 formally released the 77th 
Infantry Division to General Geiger’s control. 
By this time, the first elements of the division 
had started toward the restaging area. Rein- 
forced by the 305th Field Artillery Battalion, 
the 305th RCT, and an advance division com- 
mand group had sailed from Pearl Harbor on 
1 July under command of Brigadier General 
Edwin H. Randle, Assistant Division Com- 
mander (ADC).®“ The remainder of the divi- 
sion with its commander, Major General 

“/bid., 4-.5. 

““All that (lenerul Itaiulle anil his .staff knew was 
that they were to receive inatrnctlons at Eniwetok. 
So enroute they worked on plans for landing on Tinian 
hecaii.se the assault on Saipan and Guam had already 
been planned in detail. All that the men of the 305th 
Ilegimcntnl Combat Team knew was that there was a 
nasty war on and they were sailing right into the midst 
of it.” Ours to lloUl it llitjU: The History of the TJth 
Infantry Division in World Wiir II, (AVashington, 
11G7), -13, hereinafter cited as 7Wi InfDiv History. 


Andrew D. Bruce, awaited the arrival of trans- 
port divisions from Saipan, and embarked on 
8 July to join TF 53. 

The new tactical plan called for the employ- 
ment of the 305th RCT as part of the 1st Pro- 
visional Marine Brigade. The rest of the Army 
division would remain afloat in corps reserve 
ready to land on either the northern or southern 
beaches. In the event the 3d Division did not 
require the weight of the 77th, the plan envis- 
aged landing the Army troops on the same 
beaches used by the brigade and then relieving 
General Shepherd’s men on the FBL. The bri- 
gade could then concentrate its forces to capture 
Orote Peninsula and upon accomplishing this 
task, again take over defense of the FBL. The 
two divisions, with their rear protected by the 
brigade, could then join, drive north, and se- 
cure the rest of the island. At a conference held 
on board the Appalachian on 10 July, General 
Geiger gave major unit commanders, including 
the newly-arrived ADC of the 77th, the new 
plan." 

As soon as it was definitely known when the 
Army reinforcements would be available. Ad- 
miral Spruance set the date for the assault. 

“IIIAC SAR, Planning Rpt, 3. 



OROTE PENINSULA AIRFIELD erupts with the smoke of bomb.s dropped by planes of Admiral Milscher’s Fast Carrier Task 
Force during a [ireinvasion .strike in early July. (Navy Photograph.) 
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He sent ii incs,sa<'c (o Adminil Conolly on S .July 
lixiiif; 21 .July 1!)44 as W-Day t)ii (Juam.®*' 

ATTACK PREPARATIONS 

For the .Japanese on (Inani (lie jieriod follow- 
in<>; the Saijjan landing was a continnons night- 
mare. Stabbing raids by planes from TF att 
occnired with ever-increasing frequency as the 
month of June wore on. Even during the 
height of the Japanese fleet’s attack on 'I'F fiS 
the weary defenders had no respite. Keinforce- 
ment flights from Iwo .Tima and Japan being 
sent to aid the Inqierial Navy in its effort to 
stop the Saipan landing, found Admiral 
Mitscher’s flyei-s ready to halt such attempts. 
Enemy jiilots .seeking to stage their attacks 
through Guam’s airfields found their landing 
plans inteirupted by American interceptor 
planes. 

Battle.ship.s, crui.ser.s, and de.sfroyei-s from the 
fast carrier task force began a series of harass- 
ing raids on 27 .June, concentiating their fire 
on Orote Peninsula installations, that increased 
the damage wrought by bombing.*’'’ Guam was 
now cut off effectively fimm all hopes of relief. 
Tlie heckling attacks of TF 58 lifted the curtain 
on the most thorough pre-landing prepai’ation 
seen thus far in the Pacific. 

The bombardment pace was stepped up on 4 
Jnly. One carrier group (TG 58.3) lay to off 
the island sending its jdanes in during daylight 
hours to strafe and bomb the Japanese and 
smash defensive installations. The destroyei-s 
of the group threw their 5-inch shells into 
Agana, Asan, and Agat during the night. As 
I'G 58.3 left for Eniwetok to refuel on 6 Jidy, 
two more carrier groups arrived off Guam and 
eontinued the roimd-the-clock bombardment. 
On alternate days each carrier group hit the 
Hota airfield to render it inoperable and further 
isolate the embattled garrison on Guam.’** 

Following the plan as outlined at the com- 
mander’s conference on Saipan, elements of TF 
53 entered the picture on 8 July when CruDiv-G 

■" CTF !->;{ OpRpt, C. 

" ClnCPnc WD, June lOJJ. 

’°CinCPnc WD, July 1044. Tliese <’arrier uruup.s', 
58.1 aiul .58.2, had Just returned from a two-day 
raid on Chichi and Iwo Jiina, part of a serle.s of strikes 
on these islands desifrned to prevent enemy air reln- 
for 

'•ements from reaching llie .Marianas. 



USS PENNSYLVANIA is wreatlicd in smoke as its I l-incli 
rifles shell the area soiitli of Orote Peninsula. (Navy 
PliotOKrni)li.) 


and CarDiv-24 took stiition off Guam to add 
their power to the preparation. 'I'he scope of 
the hombardment grew as additional support- 
ing units, some from TF .52, arrived in the area. 
A continual j)rocession of ships shuttled htick 
and forth between ammunition and fueling ren- 
dezvous iit Saipan and Eniwetok, making it 
lethal pause to spretid devsistation on Guam. 
From 11 July onward at least one hattleship 
division was always present to lend the massive 
broadsides of its rides to XGF salvos."’ The 
umbrella of earlier planes that blanketed the 
island neutralized effectively any remaining air 
opposition still present at Guam’s crater-pocked 
airstrips. The.se naval pilots received the lirst 
evidence that the defenders were keyed to a 
tight ing ])itch. Antiaircraft (ire brought down 
1(> planes before assault troops hit on W-Day.’- 
Admiral Conolly, embarkeil in {\m Appalach- 
ian, arrived off Guam to a.ssmne i>ersonal cont rol 
of the bombardment program on 14 July. The 
admiral ordered the flagship to take position 
approximately 3,500 yards off the coast, and 
much to the surprise of everyone on board di- 
rected gun crews to commence, firing at desig- 
nated targets. That night Conolly sent a mes- 
sage to CinCl’ac to the effect that, “the 
Appalachian, ably supported by other elements 
of the fleet, this day bombarded Guam.” A 
.second dispatch went to the bombarding ships 
and directed all vessels to move in close and 
deliver point-blank fire.” 

” CTF .5:1 OpUiU. OpI.og. l(l.\-2;i.V. 

"CinCfiie WD, July 1!>44. 

" Hrln'i/cr. 
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UNDERWATER DEMOLITION MEN of UDT-4 paddle their rubber boat toward the reef off Agat on 19 July to continue their 
work of destroying enemy obstacles. (Navy Photograph.) 


The presence of General Geiger in the coin- 
inaiul ship, “us the individual most interested 
in the reduction of beach defenses, had the effect 
of placing naval gunlire where it would do the 
most damage.” ’■* Close coordination of air and 
NGF support was achieved by setting up a 
board of oflicers to evaluate the effect of the 
continual pounding the island received. The 
attack force air, gunnery, and intelligence 
officers worked with representatives of General 
Geiger to carry out a systematic plan for de- 
stroying enemy defenses. Daily the board pre- 
pared a target list to guide ships and carrier 
planes in their bombardment missions. After a 
target had been thoroughly worked over, it was 
checked off the list, but occasionally re-ex- 
amined to make ceidain it would cause no 
trouble on W-Day. Observation jilanes that 
hovered over the island tliscovered new targets, 
and the board added them to the list. For a 
good portion of this preliminary bombardment 
period, the island was divided into two zones 
with air and NGF alternating morning and 
afternoon in striking these. This eliminated all 
restrictions on minimum plane pull out and 
support ship’s ranges.” 

During the softening-up process planned for 
Guam Xavy Underwater Demolition Teams 
(UDT’s) received the important task of remov- 
ing obstacles from Asan and Agat beaches and 
improving the reef approaches for landing 

Ltr ISrigGen M. II. Silverthorn to <’MC. IMay47. 

'‘CTF Oi)I{i)t, .\ii' Suiiport (’ouiiuents, 12C. 


craft. Three UDT’s were made available to 
TF 5;i for the operation : UDT’s 3 and 4 joined 
the attack force at Guadalcanal while UDT (> 
reported at Eniwetok on 9 July after paitici- 
jaiting in the Saipan campaign. For three 
nights and two days beginning on 14 July, 
UDT 3 carried on reconnaissance of assault 
beaches and made diversiomu’y checks of pos- 
sible landing points all along the west coast. 
At night swimmers crossed the reef and exam- 
ined the actual shore line, while LCl gun- 
boats,” destroyers, cruisers, and battleships pro- 
vided protective cover. Any enemy fire on the 
team’s scouts drew an instant reaction from 
guns of all calibers. This cover proved so effec- 
tive that only one member of the team was 
killed during the entire reconnaissance opera- 
tion. 

When Teams 4 and (> arrived from Eniwetok 
on 17 July the second phase of the UDT work 
started. Protected by LCl(G)’s oiierating 
close to shore and screened by smoke laid on 
beach areas by planes from TF 53, all three 
teams began four days of clearing barriers from 
reefs in front of assault beaches. Off Agat the 
obstacles consisted mostly of jialm log cribs 

’"The close support provided UDT 3 by tbe LCI 
(G)’s proved so elTeetive that on 10 July CTK 51 was 
requested to send eiglit more gunboats from Saipan to 
reinforce tbo.se already avidlahle. Within 24 hours the 
craft were at Guam where tliey heiped cover beacli 
demolition operations until 20 July. CTF 53 Opitpt, 
8-9. 



filled with conil, joined to<>;ether by wire cable. 
On the northern reef, teams found wire caffes 
four feet square and three to four feet hijih 
filled with cemented coral.” Very little barbed 
wire and no underwater mines were located. 
Hy midnight of AV-minus 1, hand-placed demo- 
lition charges had blown (540 obstacles off Asan 
and 300 off Agat. The value of the TTDT's 
work is clear. Admiral Conolly stated that, 
“positively, landings could not have been made 
on either Agat or Asan beaches nor any other 
suitable beaches without these elaborate b>it 
successfully prosecuted clearance operations.” 

During the course of covering operations foi- 
the UDT's, L(T(G) 348 grounded on the reef 
400-500 yards from Asan at about 2000, 17 July. 
Admiral Conolly immediately requested a tug 
be sent from Saipan to rescue the vessel. 
Throughout the night, destroyers covered the 
stranded gunboat and at daylight cruisers from 
fire support units moved in and successfully 
neutralized enemy fire. The tug, Apache, ai’- 
rived at 1415, took position to seaward of the 
348, and at 1730 with the helj) of a rising tide 
pulled the grounded L(^l((i) free. AVith the 
gunboat in tow, the Apache returned to 
Saipan.™ 

The promptness with which the request for 
help was answered by Admiral 'rurnei- demon- 
strated a unique feature of the naval support 
at Guam. Because AA’'-Day had been delayed 
until after the end of the Saipan campaign, 
nnj)recedented numbers of ships from TF 52 
and TF 58 could be allocated to reinforce the 
Southern Attack Force. Unquestionably, these 
additional ])lanes and ship’s guns contributed 
heavily to the effectiveness of the prelanding 
preparation. 

AVhile supporting units smashed Guam’s de- 
fenses, the transport and tractor gi'oups of TF 
(53 made ready to depart from Eniwetok for 

"A I’OW ciiiiturcd on W-I)a.v revealed he had been 
a memher of an antihoat Ktin crew that watched the 
Ut)T’.s de.stroy these beach barricades. Althoiit;h al- 
most close enouRh to throw rocks at the teams the Riin 
crew had done nothing to interfere. When asked wii.v 
hi.s section did not open fire on the Americans the 
I’OW replied llmt “N'o one gave us orders to shoot.” 
Cotciiiaii 1952. 

’• CTK na oi)Upt, 10. 
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the objective. Screened by it host of destroyers, 
gunboats, mine sweepens, piilrol craft, and sub- 
marine chasers, the LST's left the anchorage 
on 15 July. Two dtiys litter, triinsports got 
under way, accompanied by covering units of 
the attack force escort carrier group. Jitst it 
few hours prior to the departure of these ships, 
transports carryitig the 77tlt Inlatitry Division 
(Ic.ss the 305th R(’T) entered (he lagooti. lie- 
fueling lines were taken on board iind prepaiii- 
tions made to bring the lloating reserve to the 
Guam area at sunrise on AA’-pltis I."” 

At Gtiam, as AA'^-Diiy drew nearer, the dest rtic- 
tivc rain of shells and bombs increiised. Kitrly 
on 20 July the imlianapolis, with the Fifth 
Fleet commander on boiird. iirrived and joimsl 
the (ire .support vessels. By iifternoon of 
AA^-minus 1, all forces connected with STEVE- 
DORE were in position or approaching on 
.schedule. All known major defensive installa- 
tions covering the landing beaches had been 
silenced, and demolition teams were completing 

"“CTO .la.^ OpKpt, OpNarralive, 7. 



SIX-INCH GUN from the main battery of the USS 
Honolulu fires on CJuam wliile in tlie backgrouiul 
one of tlie UDT destroyer trnnsport.s moves in to cover 
demolition operations. (Navy Pliotograph.) 
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RELIGIOUS SERVICES arc held on board one of the transports as Marines of IIIAC move closer to combat on 
Guam. 


their task of clearing reef obstructions. Favor- 
able weather had been predicted for 21 July, 
and Admiral Conolly confirmed that date as 
W-l)ay, setting H-Hour for 08150.®^ 

At dusk major NGF support vessels retired 
for the night, ready to return at first light and 
])lace fire on areas assigned them in the opera- 
tion ))lan. On board the fifteen carriers of 
'FF 58 and the five escort carriers of the attack 
force, ordnance men armed planes for their 
lethal strikes. In the seas immediately sur- 
rounding the island lay a vast armada: six bat- 
tleshijw, nine cruisers, and fifty-seven destroy- 

*' CTF 53 OpRpI, 11. 


ers.®^ From this number four battleships, 
three cruisers, and four destroyers had been 
allotted close-in support missions off Asan, and 
two battleships, three cruisers, and three 
destroyers had drawn the same role at the Agat 
landing beaches. (See Map 4, Map Section.) 
In addition, a host of smaller ships and landing 
craft were available to cover the landing teams 
with a protective curtain of fire. 

At 0580, 21 July 1944, NGF support vessels 
moved into assigned firing areas and commenced 
prearranged bombardment schedules. The 
assault to recapture Guam was underway. 

OpLog, 25A-2GA; CTO .53.2 OpUpt, Op-Nar- 
rative, 8-10. 
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THE RECAPTURE OF GUAM 



CHAPTER III W-Day to Landing of 

the Reserve 


Under cover of darkness on 21 July, troop 
ships of TF 53 moved into tlie transport area 
and took their positions. Preparations began 
for tlie simultaneous assault on the northern 
and southern beaches. By OGOO all assaidt units 
of the task force had reached their assigned 
areas. Against the background of naval gun- 
fire, ollicers gave Hnal Mords of advice as troops 
made last-minute readjustments of equipment. 

LST’s carrying the assault LVT\s and 
UUKW’s moved into launching areas and low- 
ered their ramps. Most assault waves were 
Waterborne in time to see strikes by ])lanes 
from the USS Wmp on Cabras Island and a 
destructive attack by USS Yorktxnon planes on 
Blue and Green beaches. Circles made by the 
I’endezvousing LVT\s began to disintegrate as 
waves formed behind LCl (G)'s and LVT(A)’s. 
By 0740 troo))s liad started toward the shore 
accompanied by an increasing din of naval gun- 
fire. 

LCI(G)’s opened uj) with a tremendous 
rocket barrage on all beaches and as the gun- 
boats neared the reef they added the fire from 
their 20mm and 40mm guns.* In a few minutes 
the once clear, bright diiy became hazy from 

‘ lOiich of llip 18 L<’l((!)’s assiKiied to siiiii)ort the 
landing, nine to each attack groui), had hcen tilted 
I'l'ior to departure from (iiiadalcanal with 42 rocket 
launchers. It was possihle, therefore, for each 
I'CI(G) to fire a total of .ol)4 rockets in a very short 
lieriod of time. A total of 4.5.‘>(5 rockets exploded on 
each beach just i)rior to touch down of the lirst waves. 
CTP 53 OpUpt, NGF Supiwrt Comments, 5B. 


smoke and dust. Landing beaches were coin- 
jiletely blacked out as assault waves moved 
across the line of departure. 

All the while a steady stream of naval shells 
screamed overhead as the softening-up ]>rocess 
continued, but at 0822 the retil show slartetl. 
Naval gunfire loosened a devastating barrage on 
the immediate beach iiretis ami continued until 
landing waves were 1,200 yards from shore. 
Large caliber fire then lifted and moved inland. 
Five-inch fire continued until LV’T'(A)’s 
started ticross the reef. 

Eighty-four fighters and IG torpedo bombers 
added their H-IIoiir contribution to beaches, 
then shifted their attack 1,000 yards inland. 
LCl(G)’s led assault waves and continued fir- 
ing until they turned to ttdee station on the 
flanks. There they resumed lire to hinder move- 
ment of the enemy. LVT(A)’s now became 
responsible for (ire on the Ixmch areti until 
troops came ashore. The armored amphibians 
leading the 3d Division landed at 0820. In the 
south, LVT(A)’s of the brigade first touched 
down at 0S32.'* Assault troops scrtimbleil 
ashore on all beaches one minute later. 

Men making their first landing felt in their 
own minds thiit nothing could live through such 
a pulverizing btirrage as they hail just seen. 
This illusion lasted only until mortar fire 
started to fall among approaching LVT’s. The 
Japanese made a quick recovery from the bom- 

'CTP .53 Oi)Upt, OpI.rtiK, 2SA; CTG 53.2 OpIlpI, 
OiiNnmitlve, 11. 


37 



TORPEDO BOMBERS OF TASK FORCE 53’S escort carrier grouj) lly over circling landing craft on the way toward the beach 
to give siipjjort on W-Day. (Xavy Photograph.) 


hardnient and opened np on all beaches. 
Sniall-arnis fire grew more intense and mortars, 
antiboat guns, and artillery scored direct hits 
on LV'I'V 

ASAN-ADELUP BEACHHEAD 

The 3d Marine Division operation order 
called for the three regiments to land abreast, 
caj)tnre the high ground immediately inland, 
and i>repare for further operations to the east 
and southeast. (See Map Map Section) 
Division did not provide for a iloating reserve, 
but each combat team designated one of its 
battalions as a regimental reserve afloat. The 
division itself would have to de[)end on the 
corps reserve (77th Infantry Divi.sion less the 
305th hCT). 

'I'lie 3d Marines (Colonel W. Carvel Hall), 
landing on the left was to secure (3ionito Cliff, 
Adelup Point, and the commanding terrain ex- 
tending to the right of the cliff area. This 

•’The lemling waves of the brigade suffered 10 LVT 
and I.VTf.V) casualties. 1st ProvMarHrig WD, 
l.Iul-in.\ug-l-t, 4. The divtsion reported nine LVT’s 
and LVT(A)’s destro.ved by enemy tire during the 
landing. 3d .MarOiv \VI), .July 1041, 0. 


would protect the left flank of the division. On 
the right, the 9th (Colonel Edward A. Craig) 
Avould land one battalion (3d) in assault to 
seize and hold the low ridges off of the beach ; 
after the other two battalions landed and passed 
through the assault unit on order, the 3d Battal- 
ion would assemble in regimental reserve and 
be prepared to capture Cabras Island by an 
ami)hibious landing. The 21st Marines, com- 
manded by Colonel Arthur H. Butler, going 
ashore in the center, would drive inland to .se- 
cure a line of cliffs and defend until the division 
was ready to expand the beachhead. On reach- 
ing the cliff objective the regiment would as- 
sign one battalion as division reserve.'’ 

The 2,500 yards of beaches used by the divi- 
sion lay between a j)air of “devirs horns.” 
Beaches Ked 1 and lied 2, used by the 3d Ala- 
rines, rested almost against the left horn, 
Adelup Point. Beach Green, in the center, was 
assigned to the 21st Marines and from the right 
horn, Asan Point, stretched the 9th Marines’ 
Beach Blue.® (See Map 6) 

'I'he 9th Marines moved ashore in a column 


*3(1 .MarDiv OpPlan 2-44, 13May44. 
“3(1 MarDiv S.VU, OpNarrative, 1. 
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of battalion lamlinjf teams: tkl in assault,, fol- 
lowed by the Lid, with the 1st. in resei-ve. Under 
tire from the front and rijj;ht Hank (Asan 
Point) the right assatdt company (I) of the 
Md Battalion (Lieutenant Colonel Walter 
Asmnth, Jr.)“ made very little progress, and 
the reserve company (L) had to be committed 
to give added strength. But still the attack 
remained stalled. Asmnth called for tanks, 
which had landed at H-plns 40 minutes, and 
with the armor supplying overhead fire, the 
units advanced slowly. On the other hand, the 
left company (K) swept across the rice paddies 
and took the ridge to the front (the first objec- 
tive) with astonishing rapidity. The swift 
advance threw the enemy off balance and the 
follow-np units of the 9th mopped up the Jap- 
anese defenders not killed by the assault. This 
cleared the all-important rice paddy area be- 
hind Blue Beach where the division’s artillery 
regiment planned to .set np.’ 

'I'he 3d Battalion reached the D-1 line® (See 
Map 7, Map .Section) and the regimental ro- 

“ Wonmletl in the W-Day action and o\’acnated. 

'Ltr Col E. A. Craig to CMC, l.").\i)r47, hereinafter 
cited as Craig \ ltr Cot W. Asimith, Jr. to CMC, 
llSei)t52. 

*On the operation oveiday i.ssned for the landing. III 
Corps designated pha.se lines, usually terrain features 
extending across the zone of action, wiiich would aid 
coordination and control during the attack. The divi- 
sion and regiments, in turn, set up intermediate ob- 
jwtlves to govern the actions of sul)ordinate units. 
These lines are lalieled for nniformlty in the mono- 
graph D-1 ; D-2, etc. ; D-la, D-21), etc., in the division 
actions and 0-1, 0-2, etc,; 0-a, O-b, etc., in corps ad- 
vances. 


servo ( 1/!)) litid moved ashoi'e by 13 la. C’olonol 
Craig made jtrepa rations to continue the attack 
with the 1st and 2d BaUalions passing through 
the 3d. Eight minutes after receiving a mes- 
sage from the commanding general to advance 
beyond D-1 by 1700, Ci-aig ordered the 1st and 
2d to move out. As the 2d crossetl the bridge 
over the Nidiial River, machine guns from 
clevcrl}' camoidlage<l positions along the west 
face of Asan Point ojiened np, forcing the Ma- 
rines to fight to the rear for a short distance. 
Near these positions Colonel Craig’s men found 
a three-gun hatteiy of Japanese 8-inch naval 
howitzers in concrete emplacements. These big 
weapons covei’ed the beaches and seawai'd to the 
west of Asan Point hut they had been aban- 
doned. Agiiinst moderate small-arms fire the 
advance continued, hut increased resistance 
from enemj'-occnpied ciives stopped the drive 
400 yards short of the D-2 line.® All units be- 
gan digging in, and by 1S30 the 9th had tied-in 
w'ith the 21st on the left. W-Day activities had 
been a success for the 9th Marines hut the regi- 
ment had 231 casualties, including a compara- 
tively high toll of officers: 20 killed or 
wounded.’® 

In the center, between the devil’s horns, the 
21st Mai’ines hit on schedule. Receiving little 

"Ltr LtUen E. A. Cnilg to CMC, :tOScptr)2, lierein- 
after cited as Craig 1052. 

’"nth .Mar .SAIl, 1; tUIi Mar Unit Upts. Tlie regi- 
mental exiH’Utive ollicer, LtCoi .1. Saltater was one of 
the oflicers wounded, and as a n^siilt the iitb Marines 
did not have an executive <ilticer until ttO July wlien 
LtCol It. M. King joined tlic regiment. 
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GREEN AND BLUE BEACH, with Asan Point in the riglit foreground, as seen from the air show area assaulted by tlic 
!)tli and 21st Marines on W-Day. (Navy Photograph.) 


fire iiiitiiilly, tlie regiment landed in a column 
of l)attalions: Jkl, 2d, and 1st. The men soon 
learned that terrain, rather than the enemy 
would be their worst obstacle the first day 
ashore. After securing the immediate high 
ground overlooking the beach, the 3d Battalion 
lialted to reorganize at the foot of tlie “almost 
impossible” cliffs.” 

(’olonel Butler had made his plans witli the 

" •■( ’oininamlors and iludr slalTs had btaui told on 
(inadalcanal by oflicers familiar with the terrain on 
(Inain that it would be almost impctssible to seale the 
cliffs immediately beyond the beaches, particularly in 
the /.one of the :!d and 21st M.-irines.” IstLt It. A. 
.\rthnr and IstLt K Cohlmia, The Third Marine IHvi- 
xion, (Washington, 1948), 147, hereinafter cited as Hd 
MarlHv Ilixtory. 


“almost impossible” in mind. As soon as the 
LV'r’s had returned to the transfer line and 
brought the reserve battalion (1st) ashore, the 
2d would be released from its assembly area 
and move abreast of the 3d. The 2d Battalion 
(Lieutenant Colonel Eustace R. Smoak) would 
then attack up a defile in the left of the zone. 
Lieutenant Colonel Wendell II. Duplantis with 
his 3d Battalion would move up the Asan River 
valley in the right of the regimental zone. 
Botli units, after establishing a foothold on tlie 
cliffs, would e.xtend to right and left respec- 
tively and establish a line.” 

The Japanese knew nothing of Colonel But- 
ler’s plan, but as soon as it began to unfold the 

"21.st Mar SAR, 1-2. 
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(iiieiuy made a detenuined alFort to stop its ex- 
ecution. The 1st Battalion (Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Marlowe C. Williams) met increasing 
mortar and artillery fire as it came ashore and 
moved into an assembly area near the Asan 
Kiver at the foot of the high gi'ound overlook- 
ing the beach. The unit could not set up its 
CP in the assigned area because of the enemy 
interference and the resultant relocation caused 
a slight delay in the establishment of wire and 
messenger communications with regiment.'® 

As the 2d Battalion maneuvered into position 
the Japanese offered only light opposition, but 
the terrain was not so obliging. As Marines 
inched up the rough, bare rock, the day grew 
hotter, and the long shipboard conlinement be- 
gan to take its toll as men fell by the wayside. 
By sheer physical stamina tlie remainder 
reached the top of the cliff, but the Japanese did 
not let the atbickers relax. They started to 
spray machine-gun bullets from a ridge not 
50 yards away, and as the 2d Battalion began to 
dig in, a heavy mortar concentration felt on its 
newly-won position.'^ 

On the right the 3d Battalion encountered 
stiff resistance immediately. As the unit 
started to move up the valley, mortar shells 
Ciuised numerous casualties. An enemy rein- 
forced machine-gun platoon defending a delile 
along the river began to fire and stopped the 
advance. With naval gunfire neutralizing the 
mortar positions and 1/9 laying down a base 
of fire. Lieutenant Colonel Duplantis’ units 
launched a coordinated attack and overpowered 
the strong point. Approximately 14 machine 
guns, heavy and light, six mortars, considerable 
ammunition, and what is believed to be the first 
pri.soners taken on Guam were seized during 
the action.'® But the enemy was not the only 
problem as the advance continued. Men began 
to run out of water, and many fell from exhaus- 

”Ltr ,Maj h. A. Gilson, .Tr. to CMC, i:tO<'l.'.2. 

” The Imttniion hml no Slniiii inorliir stiiiport tor 
iihoiit an hour of the arieriioon’.s activities. One 
mortar lilew up ahout 1415 ktlllnf' or wouniling the 
entire crew and disrupting the lire of it.s section. The 
other section of tlie tiattalion mortar platoon was in 
Hie process of displaciu); forward at tliis time. Ltr 
r.tCol A. Ileilesli to CMC. liC.Sept '.2. 

"Ltr Col W. II. Duiilantis to t.:MC. ;tOOct52, here- 
inafter cited as Diiitliiiilix IU52. 
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(ion. The capture of the cliff at this point 
.seemed “almost impossible,'’ hut throttgh con- 
certed efforts and the urging of officers anil 
NCO’s the men went forward. One officer. 
Captain Koditey L. Ileinze, Company I com- 
mander, walked along the front lines of his 
comiuiny, lifted individual Marines who had 
fallen, and helped theiti forward.'" 

The 3d Battalion finally reached (he top of 
the cliff and began the important mission of 
making contact with the 2d on the left and the 
9th Marines on the right. The tangled mas.s 
of vines and scrub growth made physical or 
visual contact difficult. To complicate further 
the job at hand, heavy mortar and small-arms 
fire liarassed the troops as they began to dig in. 

The Japanese had not forgotten the 1st Bat- 
talion in its assembly area at the foot of the 
cliff'. Intense mortar fire during the day caused 
many casualties and disrupted work at hand.'' 
Nevertheless, on order from the regimental 
commamler, the 1st swept the zone behind the 
D-1 line, encountering few enemy. After com- 
])leting the mopping-up assignment, the bat- 
talion returned to its assembly area and re- 
verted to division re.se.rve.'® 

On top of the cliff in the 21st’s zone, the two 
attacking battalions prepared for the night. 
Contact had been made with the 91 h Marines 
on the right, but repeated attempts by patrols 
had failed to find tlie 3d Marines on the left. 
A deep, jungle-filled ravine stretched between 
the two regiments, making contact, visual or 
othei’wise, virtually imjiossible. So 2/21 was 
ordered to refuse ite left flank to the very edge 
of the cliff. The i-emaining gap was well 
neutralized since the enemy and the 2d Battal- 
ion both used their mortars to cover the area. 

After the 21st dug in, Japanese mortar shells 
began to fall more often. During tlie night, 
repeated small-.scalc attacks of ahout platoon 
strength failed to penetrate the lines. IIow- 
cvei’, the 2d Battalion, which received the brunt 

“LIr .Miij 1*. .M. Joni'.s to l'M(', .SApi'lT, licrciiiaflcr 
cileil as Jours. 

"Tile Imllillloii e.Nccutlve onicer placeil the easualt.v 
llKure at aiiiiroxliimlei,v 10% of the lialtalioii hefore 
it went into tlie line on 22 Jul.v. Ltr LU'ol It. U. Van 
Stockiini to millior, 7Janr)2, liereinarter cileil as Viiii 
Slockiim. 

‘“21.st .Mar .SAIl, 2. 
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JAPANESE CAVE POSITION on the reverse slope of Chonito Clill furnished exeellent protection for the enemy from the 
prelandinj' homhurdinent and cnaltled them to reoccupy prepared positions to oppose the 3d Marines advance. 
Adelup I'oint is in the background. 


of this action, withdrew its right flank 
sliglitly to bloc-k tlie enemy’s aitproacli into the 
position.'” 

Etirly in the afternoon (ISifO), Brigadier 
(General Alfred II. Noble, assistant division 
coniniiinder, had come ashore over the 21st 
Mil rines* beaches. And after (hat regiment had 
clciired the area, iidvance division command 
post set ii[) in ti gnily on tlie left bank of the 
Asan River.”” By the time General Tnrnage 

1st M .\. A. P'riinces. “The Ihittle for Iliinzai Ridge,” 
^/f' (liizctlc. .Inno ItH.T, 13-lS. 

“This Cl’ location was not the original area selected 
prior to the landing, niortitr and small-arins lire having 
made that iinpossiitle to occupy iit this time. Ihilin, 
.Id MitrlUv SAU, 1-2. 


had moved to the beach, communications hiul 
been established with all combat teams, and at 
1715 'riiniiige tissnmed command ashore.”' 

The ;5d Marines, landing on the left flank of 
the <li vision, soon found that the devil's left 
horn, Adelup Point, held jdenty of the enemy. 
Support from (’honito (’liff,“ the high ground 
immediately off of the beach, added to the effec- 
tiveness of the Point’s defenses. The daptinese 

”':id -MarlMv D-il .Tnl. 

“Availalde sources indicate a difference of opinion 
as to tlie extent of tliis very iiniKirtiint terrsiin feature. 
To avoid confusion Clnmito ClilT a.s used in this mono- 
grtiph refers only to the nose of high ground imme- 
diately inland from tlie .seawtill and northeast of l!each 
tied 1. 
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Iiiul survived the treniomlons ])re-inviisioii 
bombiirdineiit by lu)lin<i ii]) in a complex cave 
system in and behind the clifF. From tlieii’ i)cr- 
fect observation posts on the hei<rht, tlie enemy 
directed mortar and artillery fire on beaches 
beiiifi used by the -‘hi Marines. 

First waves landed on Beaches Red 1 and 
Red 2 on schcdide desi>ite this intense fire. 
Fifteen minutes aftei’ Il-IIoiir, a.ssault waves 
reported heavy casualties on both beaches. 
Mortar shells .scored direct hits on LV'l' waves 
as they moved toward the .shore. Ihit a job had 
to be done, and Colonel Hall’s Jhl Marinos took 
its ]o.sses, reorjianized, and prepared for the at- 
tack on the 0-a line, the first high ground 
inland. 

Two battalions landed in assault, the 1st on 
the rigid. Despite many losses, the !kl Bat- 
talion (Lieutenant Colonel Ralph L. Houser), 
on the left, moved slowly ahead. The tld’s plan 
had calle<l for Companies I and K to land 

tibreas?t, hit the heach with a vush, and dash to 

the initial objective (Chonito Clilf) before the 
Japanese could recover from the pre-invasion 

l)ombardineiit. Coiiiiiany I, on Ibe I’ifilit, fi’io<l 

to move up the draw south of Chouito hut the 

enemy stopped the attempt. Houser pressed 
flame-thrower ojierators into service imme- 
diately, and they j)erformed invaluable service 
in neutralizing many of tlie caves in the face of 
the cliff. Company K succeeded in crossing the 
beach road and pivoted to flank the cliff area on 
the left, but enemy machine guns halted the 
drive before it gained momentum.^^ Tanks of 
Company C, 3d J'aidc Battalion took position 
along the road running parallel to (he sea and 
commenced ])onring shells directly into the 
caves. Colonel Honser committed his reserve 
(Company L) and by noon, Chonito Cliff had 
been cleared and the Marines had advanced to 
the 0-a line. Tanks then shifted their fire to 
Adel up Point to join that from destroyers and 
LCI(G)’s which had been working over the 
area since early morning. lint (his continuous 
pounding had failed to knock out several enemy 
guns (hat harassed the, (lank of the division. 

Adelup Point was not the oidy source of trou- 
ble that i)lagued the 3d Marines on AV-Day. As 

”I,lr I.K'ol It. U. nastiaa, .Ir. to CMC, 2:t.\ug.a2. 

Mar Jal. 



PRIVATE FIRST CLASS LUTHER SKAGGS, JR., 3d HiUtiilion, 3<l 

Marinos, is prosonlocl tlio Modal of Honor by Prosldonl, 
Truman for action during the first day and night a.slioro 
on Guam. Private Skaggs assumed command and 

ofl*ecti\'cIy diroctod tho tins of a mortar soofioii siipiJort- 

ing his unit’s attack and despite critical wounds led 

his men in repulsing several strong enemy counter- 
attacks. 

the 1st Battalion landed and started acro.ss rice 
paddies toward Bundschu Ritlge, a nose of land 
ruiming down toward the beach,'-“ enemy ma- 
chine guns began to lire from the woods border- 
ing the open ground. Compiiny B, in a.ssault 
on the right, tpiiekly cleared these woods and 
made gooil progre.ss until it ran into jungle and 
rock. 

The Japanese tlid not give Company A, on 
the left, time to organize for an as.si\iilt, but 
opcnctl (ire on LV'P's as they moved ashore and 
stopped to iinload troops. Casualties mounted 
as reorganization got under way. Knemy op- 
position, plus the fact (hat terrain bore little 
re.semhlaiice to that studied on maps and 
models, added to the normal confusion which 

” Ki'fi'rred to as Bunilschn Ithlgc In most .sources 
and hereinafter so called. Tins ridge was named on 
hoard sliip for Capt Geary U. lUmdseliii. ('onniaay A 
I'ommander, whose mitt was assigmsl the mission of 
taking this terrain feature. Ironieally, it was thi- 
fighting on this ridge that took his life. 
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follows any assault landinj:.™ Hut cool thiiik- 
iu<j; and the training under adverse conditions 
on Guadalcanal ]aiid off. Captain Geary H. 
Hundschu quickly organized his company and 
made prei)arations for the assault on the ridge 
that already bore his name. (See Maj) 13) 

The attack .started with two platoons in 
a.ssault and one in support, hut the going was 
slow and rough. The sujjport |)latoon had to he 
committed in short order. This added strength 
enabled Bundsclni to get within 100 yards of 
the top by 1045, but he reported he needed 
corpsmen and stretchei's badly. This message 
gave just a hint of things to come. Moving that 
last 100 yards proved to be a lengthy and costly 
business. Only one otlicer, Lieutenant James A. 
Gallo, Jr., and a few men of the company sur- 
vived the action that followed. 

It is doubtful if Captain Hundschu realized 
until after 1200 what he was up against.-’' 'I'he 
initial assault on the ridge had been driven back 
by two machine guns emplaced to deliver en- 
filade fire on advancing troops. A platoon tried 
to flank one j)osition by going up a heavily 
wooded gidly but the waiting Japanese forced 
it to withdraw. About 1400 Hundschu asked 
his battalion commander. Major Henry Apling- 
ton, II, for permission to disengage. But 
.V[)lington felt this could not be done because 
of the unit being so involved. However, the 
right platoon (1st) succeeded in disengaging. 
Lieutenant Gallo, its leader, reorganized the 
remnants of his unit and those of the 3d Platoon 
and awaited orders from his company com- 
mander.’'® 

After a conference between the regimental 
commander and Cai)tain Hundschu, Colonel 
Hall ordered a second frontal a.ssault on the 
ridge. Hundschu and Gallo organized the re- 

” Mujis were delieieiit in several respects. The.v 
lacked delail of small hills, defiles, and .secoinlary I'oad 
m-ls, Omisshni of vcKetalion iletail, except in isolated 
instances, hindered planning anil locating ]>osilions. 
Photos received jirior to the eniharkation of troops 
were incomplete because of excessive cloud cover. Ex- 
cellent photos were received later hut not in sufficient 
•luantit.v. .‘Id MarDiv SAIl. Intelltpt, 1; 1st ProvMar- 
Uria OpUpt, 4-0. 

” Apliiii/ton. 

“ Interview with Cnjit ,1. A. Oalio, Jr.. mN'ov.ol, here- 
inafter cited as (Jnllu. 
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maining men of Company A into two forces for 
the attempt. The company commander re- 
qtiested that an 81mm mortar btirrage be placed 
on the hill,-® and just before sitndown the 
attack started. Httndschtt and his men inched 
forward bttt the same machine gttn that had 
caused them trotible earlier in the day .soon 
stopped the advance. Hepeated attempts to 
take the jiositiou failed. Finally, covei’cd by 
fire from every available weapon, the Marines 
silenced the gun with grenades. An assault 
l eached the top of the hill, but by this time the 
remaining handful of Marines found it impos- 
sible to reorganize and defend this crest.’® 

On the right. Lieutenant Gallo and his men 
fared no better. Fnder cover of the 81mm bar- 
rage, they crawled up the I’idge and reached a 
position under the machine gun in their sector. 
Hut the Japanese, by I’olling hand grenades 
down on the advancing troops, made the posi- 
tion untenable and hidted the attack. Little 
had been accomplished. The company was 
back where it had been earliei- in the day, but 
this time with fewer men.®' 

During the course of the Hundschu Ridge 
action, the regimental commander had decided 
to commit his l esei-ve. Lieutenant Colonel Hec- 
tor do Zayas’ 2d Battalion. When it became 
apparent that the enemy offered the most re- 
sistance in the center of the zone of action, Hall 
alerted de Zayas' unit for a move into the line 
between the tno as.sault battalions. Shortly 
thereafter, at 1300, Colonel Hall as.sembled his 
battalion comniiinders on top of Chonito Cliff 
find issued his fiaginentary order: 

Tile enemy resistance on Adelnp I’oint is lif:l)t. 
Uesistance is strong in the center ami on the riglit. 
lie continues to prevent tlie l.st Itattalion from sei/.ing 
tile liigli gronnil hehimi Ueil 2. We cotitimie the at- 
tack with three battalions abreast at loOO. 2il Ilat- 


” Little etfect was achieved by tile reiiuested barrage 
because the .tapanese made good use of the caves and 
other preiiiired imsitions. The enemy wiilted under 
cover until the firing slopped, then moved hack to their 
weapons before tlie Marines could retich the ridge crest. 

Oalio. (’apt Bnnd.schu was killed during this 
iictlon. 

“'Ibiil. The next morning, after hanging on tcaia- 
cionsly during tlie niglit, Callo could only muster 20 
men. Most of the los.ses were sntTered in tlie afternoon 
attack. 





COMPANY A of the 3d Marines held up on the forward slope of liundsehu Hid(;e. Mortar and inaeliine-Kun tire 
inflicted very heavy casualties and jirevented the unit from advaneinn beyond this point on W-Day. 


tidion move to O-a and take iM)sition as center bat- 
talion. 3d Hattallon attack on left and seize Adelup 
Point. 81mm mortars revert to battalion eonlrois.” 


“3d Mar SAlt, 1. Tlie regimental operation plan 
for the landing called for the Slinm mortar platoons 
from lI(|Co of each of the battalions to land with 
their i)arent units and tiien set up a mortar Ki'oup near 


Preparations for (lie attack got iimler way, 
.\reamvliile, tlie iJapanese made a few plans of 
their own. They moved reserves from the 

the houndar.v of Ited Peach 1 and 2 wliere I'ciriment 
could mass tires on Adelup Point. 3d .Mar OpPlan 
.3-14. 27.May 1 4. 
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Fontc area, tlie next high ground inland, and 
manned all available weapons in an efl'ort to 
contain the 3d Marine Division in its small 
beachhead. Despite constant air strikes and 
naval gunfire bombardment, the enemy con- 
tinued moving men to strategic positions.^ 

Utilizing every supporting arm available to 
the regiment, the 3d Marines (less the 1st Bat- 
talion busily engaged on Bundschu Kidge) at- 
tacked at 1500. All units met stiff resistance 
immediately after jumping off. The only bat- 
talion to make progre.ss was the 3d, which 
moved along the coast to get into position for 
an attack on Adelup Point. Following a 
heavy preparation by tanks, de.stroyers, and 

“ Iteliind this lirl-stliiiR ilefcnsivo line, Oeii Taknshina 
ns.seinlded “the troops which liad heen located in the 
Tttinon area, Agana area, and tlie soutliern part of the 
I’ago area of Sinajana [to] let them participate in the 
Imttle of Foute area at tlie right moment of driving 
the Americans' from Fonte.” Taiccda. 


DCI(G)'s, the assault was successful but sus- 
tained substantial losses. 

Having suffered a considerable number of 
casualties while coming ashore and moving 
into the assembly area, the 2d Battalion had 
some idea of the fire it would encounter. How- 
ever, the unit’s baptism had been from snipers 
and sporadic mortars and did not compare with 
the volume received when the battalion tried 
to move from the 0-a line. The murderous 
fire continued the re.st of the day, and when 
the 2d received orders to dig in for the night 
it found itself short of the D-1 line. It had, 
nevertheless, taken the immediate high ground 
in its sector.^^ 

Less than 1,000 yards behind front lines, 
other units supporting the division made ready 
for the night. Enemy mortar and artillery 
fire had been heavy, and snipers harassed men 

’’ .1(1 Mar .Ini. 
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as they weiil about thiMr jobs. Hut this did not 
keep work from progi-essing on .sebednlc. 

Careful plaiining and tlie new tecliniques de- 
veloped on Guadalcanal, discus.sed earlier, 
enabled artilleiy to move ashore soon after II- 
Ilour. IJy 1215 one battery of Lieutenant 
(’olonel Alpha L. Howser, Jr.’s :id Battalion, 
12th Marines was in jmsilion and liring.-*'’ 
Shortly thereafter the 4th Battalion came 
ashore and started into its position where it 
found two enemy machine guns still active. 
Fortunately Colonel Craig had his command 
post in this area and, upon iwpiest, he directed 
a tank to take out these emplacements so the 
4th could go into action.” Other units (piickly 
set up and by 1640 all division artillery was 
a.shore. Howitzer sections hurriedly made 
preparations to fire, but at first, the infantry 
could get little or no Hie close to its own front 
lines. Minimum range and lack of observation 
by forward observers curtailed close-in firing. 
However, by using air .spot, the artillery fur- 
nished beneficial .sujiport by harassing enemy 
troop concentrations and susiiected ami known 
enemy mortar and artillery positions. Both 
7.5mm and 105mm howitzers (piickly took enemy 
reserves moving to the front under fire, and 
there is no question that the artillery played 
an important role in lielping e.stablish the 
beachhead on W-Day. 

Ihnng double duty iii the beachhead, the lOth 
Marines (engineers) furnished .shore party de- 
tails and boat riders,” as well as siqiplying the 
infantry regiments with engineer support. A 
road was cut to provide the 21st Marines with 
a siipjily route. Demolition work on caves and 
the removal of mines from the beach area re- 
(piiiTcl time and patience, for the Jajianese har- 
assed the engineers constantly with mortar and 
sniper fire. 

“;!(I MarDiv SAIt, 0|)Nnrnitive, 2. .tcliiall.v. Illr.v 
H reporfed its reglstratioii pi(>ce in position and r(‘ady 
to fire at 1145. 

” I.tr Ltf^ol T. K. I’ld'/.er to CMC. !ISepI52, lierein- 
after cited ns Hr1::cr. 

"One element of tlie shore parly was made up of 
Inndinfr craft working party dctacliments eonsisting of 
a minimum of two men. These imm were a.sslgned 
permanently to each landing eraft as hoat riders to 
assist in tlie discharge of cargo from ships to boats in 
the transport area and from laaits to landing vehicles 
at the reef. :id MarDiv Adml'lan 2—14, Shore Party 
Annex, i;tMoy44. 


E(|iiipmenl and .sup|)li('s moved iisbore with 
])ro(icieucy. As LVT's and Dl’KW’s loaded 
with ammunition and .siipjilies arrivt'd on (he 
beach, shore party personnel sent (he vehicles 
direct 1}' to dumps (hat luid Imen es(al)lished. 
Ilciivy mor(ar fire I'ell till during (be day, ctuis- 
ing no end of trouble (o jiarties working on tbe 
bciich ; yet things kejtt moving. Men from the 
dd Service. Battalion and the .‘id Motor 'I’rans- 
|)ort Battalion formed a comliination bard (o 
lu>at in tbe ('xpwlitious bundling iind movement 
of siipiilies. 

At (be end of the fir.st day the lid Marino Di- 
vision, Reinforced, working as an ellicicnt light- 
ing team, had a foothold on Guam, (See Map 
8) The day’s operations hud been costly (105 
KIA, 5:i6 IVIA, and 56 MIA), but had troop 
leaders been less aggre.ssive in moving their 
units off the beach, casualties would have been 
much heavier. Hundreds of rounds of enemy 
mortar and artillery shells had been ob-served 
e.\])loding harmle.ssly in aretis just previously 
occupied by advancing Marines.” 

THE SOUTHERN ASSAULT 

The brigade operation i>lan called for land- 
ing Lieutemint Colonel Alan Shapley’s 4th Ma- 
rines and Colonel Merlin F. Schneider’s 22d 
Marines as the assault units and holding the 
Army’s 80.5th RC'l' (77th Division), com- 
nuinded by Colonel Vincent J. Tanzola, as 
brigade floating reserve, (See Map 9, Map 
Section) 

'rite 4th, on the right, was to establish a 
beachhead and protect the (hiidc of the brigade. 
The 22(1, after landing on the left, and securing 
Agat Village, would drive north and cut off 
Orote Peninsula. IVhen committc'd, (he 805th 
hiul the mi.ssiou of being prepared to make :i 
passage of lines of the 4th and protect that 
.sector of the beachheiul. 'I'be brigtide would 
then make itreparations for further oH'ensive 
operations. 

Beaches Yellow and Mdiite, target of General 
Shepherd’s command, lay between .Vgtit Village 
and Bangi Point. (See Map 10) As in the 8d 

“3(1 Serllu S.\l{, 1. Attached to 3d Serna for the 
lamlina were the 2d Ammot'o and Co 11, .'"illi I’IdDep. 

“3d MarDiv \VD. .Inly T.I44. (i. 

"Jst ProvMarUri); OpPlan 7— 14, llJul44. 
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ASSAULT WAVES of tlic 1st Provisional Marine Brigade move toward the beach at Agat as tlie final rounds of the naval 
gunfire preparation explode ashore. (Navy Photograi>h.) 


Division’s sector, a wide reef protected the 
shore. Knowino; this to be a natural obstacle, 
the Japane.se had prepared to exploit it. Brutal 
mortar and artillery lire fell on apjiroachiiifr 
waves of DVT’s as they crawled across the reef. 

The enemy had his defenses ashore, consist- 
in<r of numerous pillboxes built in coral out- 
croppiiiffs, well-orj^anized. Concrete block- 
houses, located on Gaan Point, held a 75mm 
and a 37mm {run which enfiladed the beaches. 
One 75mm field jtiece on Yona Island had not 

"This gun is constantly reiiortcd in war diaries and 
action reiM>rts as a 77niin fleid piece. Guns of the same 
caliber were supposedly encountercMl later in the cam- 
paign. However, an ('xhanstive search of records of 
caiitnred and destroyed ordnance and of inteliigence 
information of the Japanese armed forces reveais no 
such weapon. The prohahle expianation is that troops 
in heat of battle mistook the improved 75nnn Modei !>4 
with inu/.zie brake for a gun of iarger caliber. 


been knocked out. The emplacements did not 
show through the scattered clouds on aerial 
photograiJis available prior to the landing. 
The blockhouses formed large sand covered 
mound.s, and the many jialm ti-ees made detec- 
tion diflicult.^“ 

These guns raked Beaches Yellow 1 and 2 as 
men of the 22d started to cross them. The 
regiment landed with the 1st and 2d Battalions 
in assault. The 3d, boated in LCVP’s, re- 
mained at the line of departure in reserve. The 
loss of men and equipment at the water’s edge 
made organization for the attack inland difli- 
cult.^“ But, as quickly as possible, units moved 

" Ltr LK.'ol K. W. Shaw to ('MC, 29Sei»t."j2. 

“ Later, on Yeilow Reach 2 aione, the bodies of 75 
.Marines were counted. B. G. Cass, ed., Hinlorii of the 
Sixth Marine Divinion, (Washington, li)-l(i), 14, here- 
inafter cited as tilh MarDiv Ilixtori/. 
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off the beaches and started toward their first 
objective. 

On the rigid, the 2d (Lieutenant Colonel 
Donn C. Hart) advanced ra])idly inland, over- 
came scattered resistance, and reorganized 
about 400 yanls from the beach." When the 
advance continued, a Japanese strong point in 
Company G’s zone of action held up the bat- 
lalion. Ilowevei’, the direct (ire of regimental 
tanks,^” fresh from the beach, helped eliminate 
this trouble. The companies then moved for- 
ward and secured the high ground about 1,000 
yards inland. 

After landing, the 1st Battalion, commanded 
by Lieutenant Colonel Walfried H. Fromhold, 
wheeled left and commenced the drive toward 
Agat. As Company B, on the left flank next 
to the sea, reached the outskirts of the village, 
it met stiffened opposition. Naval bombard- 
ment had leveled the buildings, but the rubble 
furnished good protection for the Japanese de- 
fenders who had filtered back to the town. 

*’ Initially, .lapanose tiros anpoar to have boon con- 
eontralod on tlie boaolies. f)nce units were ZtMKIOO 
yards inland they were able to move more freely. 

"These tanks had eliminated the troublesome em- 
pbieenient on Gann Point, taking the position from the 
rear and blasting the surprised enemy gunncr.s before 
they could offer effective resistance. TkCo, 22d Mar 
SAU, 3. 


Colonel Fromhold comm il tod his reserve. Com- 
pany C, and (be momentum of the attack 
carried the battalion to Harmon Road by llfiO. 
About the. same lime regimental headcpiarters 
attached Company I (:5/^2), which had landed 
on Yellow Beach at 1010, to 1/22 as reserve."' 

Fifteen minutes later General Shepherd, with 
his forward command echelon, disembarked 
and started toward the beach. After they 
arrived ashore brigade set up its command [)ost 
in a coconut grove about 200 yards southeast 
of Gaan Point, and at Ifi.Ml Slieiilierd assumed 
control of all troops in his zone of action.^' 
Other problems besides ligbting the. enemy 
confronted 1/22. Front line units started to run 
low on ammnnition, and a message sent to the 
beach requesting a resupply brouglit an answer 
at 13.50 of “Nothing on beach yet. Sent LVT’s. 
Will have supplies when they return.”^® 
Evacuation of casualties also proved dillicult. 
As it landed, an aid station party had received 
a direct hit from a 75mm field gun. Many med- 
ical supplies were destroyed and only one mem- 
ber of the medical team escaped uninjured. 
As a result, the battalion had no doctor until 

Ltr Maj S. A. Todd in C.MC, :iOOc(52. 

"1st I’rovilarUrig WD, lJul-lOAugl-l, -1. 

" 1/22 Jut. 
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GAAN POINT PILLBOX shows the scars of repeated sliellings 
which failed to knock out this 75mm gun and a com- 
panion 37tnrn that accounted for many tractors and 
men in the first waves of the 22d Marines. (Navy 
Photograph.) 

aftLM iioon. In spite of such diHiculties, Froiu- 
liolcl nmdo j)Iaus to continue the attack when 
ordered.*® 

Ilcffimental headtiuarters liad its problems, 
too. Because of a radio failure, connnunica- 
tions could not be establislied witli the re- 
mainder of the reserve battalion (3d) and con- 
sequently its commander, Lieutenant Colonel 
Clair W. Shisler, did not receive orders to come 
ashore until 123G. This prevented the unit 
from landing in time to participate in the re- 
mainder of tlie day’s action,®® but did not delay 
the attack on the 0-1 (See Map 11, Map Sec- 
tion) line by the rest of the regiment. 

Tlie 1st Battalion jumped off at 1245 and met 
.still' but sjjotty resistance. As the attack pro- 
gressed the unit started across gently sloping 
terrain that was ideal tank country. Lieuten- 
ant Colonel Fromhold requested armor, but 
the tanks did not arrive until the middle of 


Ibid . 

“1st Pi-ovMui-Ilrig .Iril. 

“ Ilrigaile dosigmitcd its plm.se lines within the FBI .1 
0-1, 0-2, etc. The regiments iti many of tlieir attacks 
set uj) CT ol)jectives labeled R-1, K-2, etc. During 
the latter part of the campaign when the brigade 
moved to the north, most orders used corps objectives, 
wliich were deslgmited 0-1, 0-2, etc. 


the afternoon.®® After joining the infantry, 
they assisted in the advance through Agat, 
knocking out .strong points which held up the 
advance. 

Captain (’harles F. Widdecke’s (’ompany (\ 
on the left (lank of the brigade, made good 
progress until stopped by maebine-gun lire 
from a hill northetist of Agiit. 'Phis insignifi- 
cant-looking mound held up the advance, and 
the fighling (here was indicative of the action 
of AV-I)ay. AViddecke’s men atteinjited to flank 
the ])osition about 1500, but deadly (ire forced 
a withdrawal. For over an hour the enemy 
kept Company C pinned down in a series of 
narrow trenches at the base of the hill. AA’^hen 
reinforcements arrived, another attack brought 
no better results. Concealed machine guns 
swept the open area and forced the Marines 
back to the trenches. Troops began to inqirove 
their position for the night. But the day’s 
work had been costly. At 1455, Captain AVid- 
decke reported, “Company C committed all pla- 
toons, no re.serve, weak, could not hold counter- 
attack.”®® At 1715 the battalion commander 
sent a platoon of reserves to help strengthen the 
]>osition. Three hours later all companies had 
sent word they were set for the night. 

After reorganizing on the high ground se- 
cured in the morning. Lieutenant Colonel 
Hart’s 2d Battalion made prepaiations for the 
1 250 attack on 0-1. Even before the assault got 
under way, enemy artillery fire began to fall on 
the unit, growing in intensity as Hart’s men 
jumped off. The assault elements inched ahead 
against stubborn resistance until a dual-])ur- 
pose gun stopped Company E. A called air 
.strike produced unsatisfactory results as the 
strafing hit the front lines and ten bombs fell 
in the area of Company F. By the time casual- 
ties had been removed and a reorganization 

“Although tanks landed on the reef off White 1 
at O.S.'5-l they had trouble getting to shore. Shell holes, 
mines, mortar lire, and mis-direetlon by the heaeh- 
master were some of the dilileultles encountered. Ity 
the time the confu.sion had been resolved it was 0940. 
Then the tanks reported to the 2d 15n, as ordered, hut 
lack of opiiosition and unsuitnhle terrain dictated a 
move to the 1st lln’s zone of action. TkCo, 22dMar 
SAK, 3-4. 

“1/22 .Inl. 
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MOUNT ALIFAN looms above men of the 4th Marines as they move through its foothills to the attack. In the back- 
ground a plane being used for observation keeps track of the front lines for fire control agencies. 


effected tlie biittulion had received orders to dig 
in for tlie night.”* 

The day had been a dillicult one for Lieuten- 
ant Colonel Shapley's 4th ..Marines also. As- 
sanlt elements met opposition immediately after 
crossing the reef. Plans calling for LVT’s to 
move 1,000 yards iidand before discharging 
troops had to be abandoned.”® 

'I'he regiment landed with two battalions in 
assault and one in reserve. The scheme of 
maneuver called for the 1st and 2d to land 
abreast and drive inland. As the advance 

“2/2;' .liii. 

“1st I'rov.Marlirig AVI), l.Iul-10Aug44, 4. Two 
LVT's carryitig a platoon of Co B were able to carry 
out original plan.s. However, this cau.sed some anxious 
moments for the iilatoon leatler, Lt AVillard C. Ilofer, 
who for two hours found himself 1,(MH) yards ahead of 
any other a.ssault unit. Interview with Capt. L. E. 
Fribourg, oDecfil. , 


moved ithead, extending the zone of action, the 
3d Battalion (less one company) would work 
in on the right, next to the beach. 

On landing, the 2d Battalion (Major John S. 
Messer), on the left, hit a low but strongly de- 
fended hill less than 100 yards from the sliore- 
line. Maps had not disclosed this 10-20-f()ot 
elevation who.se reverse slope offered the enemy 
excellent protection.”” Major Messer’s men 
made slow progress, but by noon the jiocket of 
resistance had been reduced and the 2d started 
toward Mt. Alifan. 

Major Bernard W. Gi een’s 1st Battalion came 
ashore with two companies in as.saidt. Com- 
pany A, on the right, met stiff opposition from 
pillboxes but leduced their effectiveness and 
started across the open Helds at the foot of 
Mt. Alifan. Company B met only token resist- 

“ Interview with Capt C. O. Diliberto, lliliec.Al. 
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CONTROL BOATS direct the confused but orderly traffic of men and supplies in a variety of landinfr craft at the transfer 
line. 


ance atid advanced rapidly inland. The dis- 
covery of a drainage ditch in its zone of action 
gave the compiiny good cover and enabled it to 
move 1,000-2,000 yards by 10:50. 

AVhen the attack had progressed 700 yards, 
Coni])any C, initially in reserve, landed and 
swung right to hit Hill 40 and Bangi Point. 
The hill, dominating the road thiit paralleled 
the beach, proved to be strongly defended. 
Men from Comi)any C crept idiead until a 
deadly stream of machine-gun bullets halted the 
attack. Major Green called for two tanks 
when ('ompany A also came under fire from 
the well-concealed guns. This added support 
supplied the necessary impetus to the attack 
that followed. This time the Marines captured 
the hill.” 

AVhen two companies of the reserve battalion 
(3d) arrived ashore, they started to relieve the 
1st Battalion. Company K took over Hill 40 
and Bangi Point while Coinj)any I moved up 
on the left Hank in the battalion’s zone. One 
platoon of the reserve company (L/3) occupied 
Alutom Island but found no Japanese de- 
fenders. The remainder of the reserve moved 
into an as.sembly area about 300 yards inland 
from 'White 2. 

Lieutenant Colonel Shapley had all units of 
the 4th ilarines in po.sition at 1:545 to resume 
the attack to seize 0-1. Scattered resistance 
met the assault elements as they jumpeil off, 

" 1/4 WD, 30.May-t)Sept44, 2. 


but the regiment made satisfactory progress. 
Company 15 had establi.shed a road block on 
Harmon Koad by 17:50 and could see tlie 2d 
Battalion, 22d Marines on its left. A (leei> 
gully prevented physical contact. From the 
road the lines bent back around the lowei’ slopes 
of Mt. Alifan to Hill 40 on the beach. Shapley 
could only establish strong jioints acro.ss the 
wide front; sui)porting arms c“overed all pos.si- 
ble avenues of aiiproach into the regiment’s 
position.™ (See Map 12) 

The situation at the end of the brigade's first 
day ashore is best summed up by the message 
General Shepherd sent to General Geiger at 
18:50: 

Own casiialtios al)out ;{no. Kiiemy niikiiowii. Criti- 
cal .siiortaifcs fuel ami ainniiinition all ty|ies. Think 
we can hamlle it. Will continue as iilanncd timiorrow.” 

Several factors delayed the movement of sup- 
plies ashore the first morning. Inner edges of 
reefs, hetiv'y with silt, made it dillicult to locate 
suitable places to beach landing vehicles. In 
iiddition, the loss of 24 LVT's on W-Dtiy seri- 
ously' hamjtered the work of trans.shipmeut. 
Lauding craft movetl supplies to the transfer 
area on schedtile, hut the lack of sullicieni am- 
phibious vehicles caused a serious backlog at 
this point. Numerous e.xpedieiits, such as 
rubber boat causeways, rafts, tind floating fuel 
drums manhandled by wading Marines relieved 

“1st L’rovSlarBrig Jnl. 

’•’Ibid. 
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75MM PACK HOWITZER farried ashore in a DUKW is 
unloaded by an A-fraine attached to another DUKW. 


t he sit nation soinewliat. Xevertlieless, tlie Navy 
decided to continue nnloadiiifr throiifihont the 
niglit in an effort to {ret more <rear ashore, and 
General Sheplierd requested that anummition 
and water be i)hiced on the priority list."® 

In anticipation of the expected violent Japa- 
nese reaction. Shepherd issued his instructions 
for nijiht defenses. He ordered ]>articnlar at- 
tention be jhiid to organization in depth and 
the maintaining of local reserves for a coiintei'- 
attack."' To comply with this decision and to 
block the only armor approach route into the 
center of the brigade’s position, the 4th Marines 
parked live tanks in a little, hollow just otf Har- 
mon lioad. Artillery registered in normal 
barrages, and front line ob.servers requested 
illumination from the Navy. Other prepara- 
tions of the 4th included sending the Recon- 
nai.ssance Platoon and a detachment of engi- 
neers to strengthen the defensive line. And 
finally, ('ompany C went into reserve near the 
regimental CP with orders to he prepared to 

Mr LU'ol A. I,iir.s<)ii to C.Mt^ 10.Mu.v47. 

“1st I’rovMiirlirig OnOrdtu' !), 21.lul44. 


move out during the night. In the 22d's zone 
assault platoons consolidated their positions, 
and ;5/22 stood by to bar any attempted enemy 
inlilt ration. The brigade’s de fense was now 
ready and alert. 

At 21530 units reported .Iapano.so oiterating 
all along the front. A half-hour later the 
enemy made his fir.st attempt to penetrate the 
lines of the brigade. A mortar barrage came 
down on tbe right flank of the 4th Marines. 
Tossing demolition charges and small land 
mines like hand grenades, the .lapanesc threw 
themselves against the front lines. Before the 
attack could be repulsed six Marines had been 
bayoneted in their fox holes.®- 

The enemy chose Hill 40 as the target for the 
next attack. A jilatoon of Com])any K was 
hit hard about 0100 and forced to withdraw. 
Reorganizing at the foot of the hill, the men 
counterattacked and recaptured the ground, 
only to be driven off' a second time. IVhen two 
squads, led by Lieutenant Marvin C. Plock, 
arrived as reinforcements, a third try again 
carried the hill. 'I'his time the deteiniined 
Marines could not be dislodged. 

This was not the last attack against Major 
Hamilton M. Hoyler’s 3d Battalion, however. 
The enemy regrouped in an unusual silence. 
Hoyler’s men watched the proceedings and 
made their own jireparations. Hand grenades 
were lined up along the edges of fox holes, 
weapons checked and sighted to give the best 
fields of fire, and artillery alerted. 

About 0330 the assault .started. Company 
K received the brunt. Lieutenant Martin J. 
Sexton’s men stopped the main thrust,"® but 
front line units ran low on ammunition, and 
small groups of Japanese infiltrated into the 
pack howitzer positions. The executive officer 
of Battery A, Pack Howitzer Battalion, 4th 
Marines desciibed the action this way: 

.Vt i'i.'iO, I (•liiilU'nRcil two IlKiire.s edftin^ aloiij; tlie 
si(U- of llie fniter, Imt lliey tunusi out to be coinmuni- 
cHtor.s clieekiiiK a wire line. About :i() minutes laler, 
I saw four fiftures creeniii}; along the same line, but 

“ (ith MiirDiv IliHlory, l.T. 

“The next morning :{!I0 enemy bodies gave mute 
testimony to the effeetiveness of the Marines’ lire. 
Forty-flve were counted on Hill 40 and the remainder 
lay in front of the lines toward the beach. :t/4 Wl), 
21Jul-30Aug44, 1. 
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wiion I clinllpiiKoil llicin, they liit the Kroniid nnd rolled 
away from (he hide, iiiullerins in .lapanese. The 
“Ounny” in the hole with me threw a Krenade, 
killing one ami the otln r three were picked off hy tiie 
Klin sections. After this, reports of crawliiiK ligures 
started comiii}; in from j;nn sections and outposts aii 
around the battery. Simnltaneonsly with ttie.se re- 
jHirts, lire mi.ssions started ponrinjj; in. Hy about Ol.'itI, 
we w(-re ui> to onr necks in (ire missions and intillrat- 
in>; Japanese. Every .so often, I liad to call a section 
out for a .short time so it could lake care of the in- 
truders with carbines nnd then I would send it hack 
into action aj;ain. Somehow, one .lapanese namhu 
machine Kiinner managed to get between our ^uns and 
the front lines and all nisht harassed us with lire.”' 

Blit tlie mo.st serious threat to the brijiade’s 
beaclihead took place at Company B’s road 
block. Four enemy tanks came htmberin<r up 
Harmon Road about 02.30, followed by <runs 
mounted on trucks. This tauk-infantry attack 
mi<rht cause .serious trouble, indeed. If a 
breakthrou<rh could be accomplished, the enemy 
would have a clear road to A"at Villa<re, where 
guns could be jdaced to enfihide. the entire 
beachhead. But a bazooka man of the. 4th Ma- 
rines, Private First Cla.ss Bruno Oribiletti, met 
the column head-on. This was the first time 
the men of the regiment employed the rocket 
launcher,®' and as an iintittiidv weapon it soon 
demonstrated its value. Oribiletti knocked out 
the first two tanks before enemy fire killed him. 
A platoon of General Sherman tanks led by 
Lieutenant James R. Williams destroyed the 
remaining Japanese armor.®® This was the 
same platoon that had been so strategical!)' 
parked earlier that night. The loss of their 
armor discouraged the enemy foot soldiers, tiud 
they retreated behind Mt. Alifan. 

AVhat is thought to have been a coordinated 
ptirt of the same attack hit the 1st Battalion, 
4th Marines on its right (lank. Under cover 
of it heavy mortar btirrage, and supported by 
machine gnus, the enemy surged through a draw 
toward Company A’s lines. Led by an ollicer 
carrying a flag on a bamboo pole, shouting men 
swung Samurai swords iiiul threw hand gre- 
iiiides with good results. The momentum of 
the as.sault carried .some of the enemy almost 

I.tr Cai)t 15. S. Ueiul to author, :5Janr«2. 

I.tr Maj (). V. Bei-Kren to CMC, Il.luu47, hereinafter 
cited as Hcrgrcn. 

'“Tkt.'o, 4th .Mar SAR, Vi. 



JAPANESE LIGHT TANK destroyed at the (Company 15, 
4th Marine.s roadblock during the enemy counter- 
attack on the night of 21-22 July. (Army Photograi)h.) 


to the artillery positions, only 400 yards from 
the beach, where artillerymen halted the at- 
tackers. The fierce fighting in this sector was 
costly to both sides. Marines counted over 200 
Japanese dead in the morning, but one platoon 
of Compiiny A htid been reduced to four men. 
Regiment did not have rephicements tivtiilahle, 
and the company participated in the remainder 
of the Giiiim cam|)aign with only I wo [tlatoous.®' 
The enemy ditl not limit his coiinlerattacks 
to the 4th Marines .sector. On the north (lank 
of the brigade, the 22d Marine.s also went 
through a sleepless night with small infillra- 
tion groups intent on reaching (ho .Marines’ rear 
areas responsihle for most of the activity. One 
such unit, of about company size, made it lo 
the vicinity of the regimentiil CP. Clerks, run- 
ners, and other headquarters personnel helped 
to clear the region. Six .Marines were wounded, 
hut hy daybreak three Japanese odicers ami (1(> 
soldiers had been killed. 

^ Ucri/reU: 
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Company C (1/22) tlial nij;ht witnessed one 
of tliose enemy tactical movers that only the 
Japanese themselves can explain. Down the 
hill — (he hill that had held up the company 
most of the afternoon — marched 12 enemy sol- 
diers. The men of Nipjion carried one light 
and three heavy machine guns and walked 
.steadily toward the center of the. position. If 
(heir mi.ssion was to die for (he Emperor, the 
Marines helped them accomplish it. Machine- 
gun tire riddled the oncoming Japjine.se who 
made no attempt to set nj) their weapons and 
defend themselves, and most of the group never 
reached the front lines. 

About 0515 a platoon of Ammunition Com- 
]>any, 5th Field Depot, repelled an enemy demo- 
lition group headed for the brigade ammuni- 
tion dump. The raiders left 14 dead behind. 

Much of the credit for impelling the night- 
long enemy attacks must go to artillery and 
naval gunfire. In addition, ship’s 5-inch guns 
jind the infantry’s (iOmm mortars furnished 
constant illumination, which ineretised the ef- 
fectiveness of defensive fires as well as ])cr- 
mitting good observation of the enemy’s 
movements.®® 

The last of the countenittacks designed to 
destroy the southern beachhead ceased at d:iwn. 
'I'he enemy had thrown the :i8th Infantry Regi- 
ment (less :kl Battalion) against the Marines 
in the night effort. One battalion had hit each 
of the brigade flanks, and the reinforcing units 
of the regiment had made the frontal assault 
against the 4th Marines. According to Japa- 
nese accounts. Colonel Suenaga, the regimental 
commamler, was killed while leailing the 
center attack. 

Following the night’s activities that had de- 
stroyed the !5Sth Regiment as a lighting force,®" 
the brigade (piickly restored its front lines by 
employing local reserves, and |)repji rations got 
under way to resume the advance. 

LANDING OF THE 305th RCT 

The brigade operation plan called for one 
landing team (I/b) of the Army’s ;i05th Rt>gi- 
mental Combat Team to be boated and at the 


™ Ihhl. 

" raiccda. 


line of departure by 1030 on W-Day. Colonel 
4'anzohi assigned this mi.ssion to the 2d Bat- 
talion (Lieutenant Colonel Robert D. Adair). 
Shortly after the Marine assault waves cleared 
the line of dei)arture, Colonel Adair ordered his 
men into their landing craft. A liaison team 
from the 305th Field Artillery Battalion also 
embarked into small boats to accompany the LT 
to .shore. 

Aftei- arriving at the control boat on schedule, 
the commander found brigade headquai-ters 
had no immediate need for his trooi)s. Then 
began the monotony of waiting for orders. The 
artillery lijiison party went ashore to select po- 
sitions, but the 2d Battalion continued circling 
at the LD. After seemingly endless hours, 
2/305 received a mes.sage at 1405 to land and as- 
semble in an ai-ea 400 yards inland from Gaan 
Point.™ 

With no LVT’s allotted or available, troops 
waded ashore through waist-deep water over a 
reef full of pot holes and shell craters. Weap- 
ons and equipment got water-soaked when men 
stumbled over submerged coral heads. If .some- 
one found good footing, everyone tended to 
move toward that sector of the reef. As a re- 
sidt, units became intermingled and forgot 
about dispersion. Fortunately, the Marines 
kept the Japanese too busy to tii’e on the beach 
or reef. After quickly reorganizing on Beach 
White 1, the battalion moved into its assembly 
area where it set up defensive positions for the 
night and immediately started to make prepara- 
tions for the next day’s mission. 

Trouble seemed to be following the 305th. 
About 1430 'General Shepherd ordered the rest 
of Colonel Tanzola’s combat team to land. But 
communication difliculties delayed the mes.sage 
until 1530; ” then the regiment only had enough 
ci’iift available to land one battalion. 'I'he 1st 
(Lieutenant Colonel James E. Landrum) em- 
barked in its landing craft and ])i‘oceeded to the 
control boat for clearance to the beach. Naval 
ollicers refused to dispatch the boats because of 
lack of landing instructions. By the time the 
brigade had verified the movement the hour was 
1730.™ 


”l.st IMov.MarlJrig VVD, lJul-10Aug44, 4. 
" .m'lth Inf .Till. 

Inf Action Upt, 1. 
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In llu‘ ineaiitiiiio, Colonel Tunzola, heeomin}' 
quite concenietl about the fust-approaeliing 
darkness, sent a message to brigade headquar- 
ters : 

Order to Itonth Infantry eonllicting. Was ordered to 
land entire CT. Cannot eoniplele nnloading of lenin 
before dark. Instmetlons received l>y TD .‘iS [Trans- 
porl Division .‘{S] dilfer. SiiRgesI suspension of un- 
loading. Ile(piest clear order 1 h> issued. Expedite 
reply.” 

Tlie rtqily came jiromptly, “Land your CT at 
once in accordance with previous instruc- 
tions.” 

Lieutenant Colonel Landrum and his men 
found conditions very similar to those which 
liad fiiced tlie 2d Battalion. The IlCT st ill had 
no L^^T’s, and upon starting across the reef 
the tioojxs encountered the same holes, shell 
craters, and conil heads. Incoming tide raised 
the water chest-high, ami men had to swim out 
of the deeper holes. Darkness added to their 
dilliculties; they swerved south, landing dan- 
gerously near enemy-held territory. The bat- 
talion commander had iilanned to be in the 
center of Ids loading waves to keep control. 
However, because of the coral and depth of the 
water he landed on the left of the firet wave, 
conqdicating the iirohlem. Troops grojied in 
search of their units, causing further disorder. 
But swift and decisive action by officers and 
NCO’s re.solved the confusion. Colonel Land- 
rum located his assembly area and with his staff 
and guidas moved approximately 60 percent of 
the battalion to it. 

By 2130 the work of digging in for the night 
was well along. In the meantime, military 
police had stopped the remainder of the bat- 
talion on the beach fearing the movement for- 
ward during darkness ndght bring about un- 
necessary casualties. Consequently Landrum 
could not assemble his entire unit until after 
daylight the next day.” 

The 3d Battalion, commanded by Lieutenant 
Colonel Edward (’halgren, Jr., was delayed 
even more. While waiting for the return of 

” 1st 1‘rovMarBrig Jnl. 

Inf Jill. 

”Ltr Col J. E. I.nndrum, Jr. to CMC. 220ct.'»2, here- 
inafter cileil as Liivilrum. 
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landing craft, the unit’s transport (I’SS .1/- 
piiie) snddeidy received orders to gel under 
way. A report of an enemy submarine in tlie 
area kept the ship atsea until 2120.” Darkne.ss 
slowed debarkation ami a shortage of boats 
(over half of the ship’s boats had not been ri*- 
covered when the A//iinc ])ut to sea) delayed 
unloading. Shortly after midnight the lir.sl 
wave started toward the beach, hut failure of 
boat compas.ses caused crews much dillieully in 
maintaining the correct tlirection in proceeding 
the 12,0(M) yards from ship to shore. About 
1)200 the leading waves hit the reef that was 
concealed by high tide and darkness. After 
several boats nearly cajisized in an attempt to 
cross the reef appi’oximately 800 yards olf 
AVhite Beach 2 the battalion commander or- 
dered the ramps lowered and troojis began to 
wade ashore. Battalion and company guides, 
previously disjiatched in daylight, met the men 
of 3/30,’) as they trudged thiough the shoulder- 
deep water and led them to assembly areas 
where they remained for the night. 

To reiluce confusion and danger for later 
waves. Lieutenant Colonel Chalgivn and his 
staff borrowed five IWT’s from the Marines 
and stationed the vehicles at the reef line. One 
LVT acted as control boat to direct incoming 
trallic while the remaining four amphihions 
tractors ferried troops acro.ss the treacherous 
coral. By dawn most of the battalion had 
landed, but some elements did not hit dry land 
until 0600. Men were seasick, wet, and tired, 
and harrassed by occasional moitar rounds 
landing in or near the beach asscmhly area 
where conge.stion and coral rock generally pre- 
vented digging even shallow trenches. By 0700 
all men had been accounted for and companies 
had reorganized.” 

Colonel 'I’anzola and his staff had their 
troubles too. They di.semharked about 2!130 
and iqion reaching the reef found no transjior- 
tation. As they waded and swam to the beach, 
a ruhlier raft drifted near. The regimental 
commander immediately put the. raft to u.se 
and floated to shore on it. 

’“an.'iili Inf Jnl. 

” I.lr f’ol K. A. ClialRrcii. .Ir. to ualluir, 2.‘!.lan.'i.‘t, 
hci'eiimfler citeil ns Chiili/rcn. 
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Durinff the niglit the only serious enemy in- 
terference came in tlie 1st Battalion's zone. 
Early in the morning? a small probing attack 
hit Companies A and B. Seven soldiers were 
killed and ten wounded, some of them by 
friendly troops confused by their first taste of 
battle. When daylight came, men of the 1st 
counted 20 Japanese bodies in and around their 
positions. 

During this first restle.ss Jiight ashore and 
subsequent days, mutually cordial relations 
were established and maintained with the Ma- 
rines. The men of the brigade nicknamed the 
;l05th Infantry, “the J0.5th Marines.” Marines, 
most of whom liad never voted, affectionally 
referred to the 77th’s fast-slogging oldsters as 
“the old ba.stards,” and gained respect for the 


lighting ability of this j)reviously untried 
division.” 

TROUBLE ON THE LEFT FLANK 

Japane.se activities in the Jd Division’s zone 
during the night of 21-22 July were not quite 
so vigorous as those carried on agiiinst the bri- 
gade. However, troublesome mortar and ar- 
tillery fire on the beaches forced unloading to 
a halt at about 0230. Small-scale counterat- 
tacks hit all along the lines, but with naval 


The 77Hi Divisien was (•onii)osc(l mostly of selectee.s 
taken from the ;td Draft. The average age of the ini- 
tial complement was .‘52, but many of the trooi)s were 
aiiproaching .‘!S years old. 77//i InJUiv Jlintory, 13, 
(si— 07. 



20MM CANNON of liattcry I, 14tli Defense liattalion emplaced atop Chonito Cliff ready to support the advance of 
the 3d Marinas. In the background is the shell-cratered outline of Adelup Point. 
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{JIimHre and artillc>ry playin<r a leading role (lie 
MarineiJ stopped the enemy thrusts. 

'J'he most serious encounter took place in 
front of the 3d Marines. With enemy contact 
reported as close as ten yards, Colonel Hall 
committed his reserve to holster the thinning 
lines. This added strength repulsed the at- 
tack, but the situation became so critical that 
division headquarteis alerted the shore party 
to occupy defensive positions on order.''® 

The immediate effect of the enemy action was 
(o delay the jump-off time of the division’s 
attack. A coordinated effort was set for 0700, 
but the commanding general authorized the 
21st to hold up until contact could be made with 
the 3d Marines. During the night the Japa- 
nese succe.ssfully infiltrated through the gully 
between the two regiments and established a 
block therein, further complicating the problem 
of contact. By 0830, however, the 3d had 
cleared up all infiltration parties, including the 
one holding the ravine, and Colonel Hall re- 
ported his right flank intact.*® 

About the time the division CP received this 
message, headquarters was recovering fi’om a 
heavy shelling. The message center suffered 
a direct hit that killed Lieutenant Colonel 
Chevey S. White (D-1) and wounded 20 other 
Marines.®’ 

Although the entii’C 3d Regiment ran into 
stiff opposition all along the front, the area 
around Bundschu Ridge seemed to offer the 
most resistance at the moment. Badly battered 
Company A could move neither forward nor 
backward. The 1st Battalion’s executive ofli- 
cer. Major John A. Ptak, who had .spent the 
night with the men of Company A, recom- 
mended a plan to break the deadlock. The 21st 
Marines would extend its front to the left to 
take over the ground now held by Com]iany C 
(1/3). The relieved company would then ex- 
ecute a flanking maneuver in an attempt to 
extricate the pinned-down nnit.*- 

The regimental commander ordered the 2d 
Battalion to assist by having one company try 
to flank the ridge from the left. (See Map 13) 

”3(1 MnrDiv D-3 Jnl. 

“3(1 Mur Jnl. 

"3d MnrDiv D-1 Jnl. 

” 1/3 Jnl. 



PRIVATE FIRST CLASS LEONARD F. MASON. 2d Ilaltiilion, 3d 
MariiKis, posthuinoii.sly awarded the Medal of Honor 
for action on 22 July when he attacked and destroyed, 
although mortally wounded, two enemy machine-gun 
positions which had stopped his nuit’.s advance. 

Company E was assigned this mission and 
started to move toward the hill. At about 
1000, C’ompany C started across the rice pail- 
dies to flank the Japanese on the right. 'I'l'yiug 
to move, into position for the coordinated 
attack with Companies A and E, the men got 
lost in the tangled mass of undergrowth. 
Nevortheles.s, the planned 20-minute prepara- 
tion went ahead on schedule. Half-tracks, 
20mm, 40mm,*-'' and all organic weapons let 
loo.se with a tremendous barrage, .\ssault 
units followed the fire as clo.sely as possible. A 
few Marines reached the top of the ridge, hut 
shells from a 90mm mortar forced them to 
withdraw. Although they did not know it at 
this time, their jiresence caused the tIa|)aueso 
to abandon the position. The next tlay when 

“Birj’ 1, 1-ttli DefBii first lirnuglit it.s iiulonintic 
cnniioii to Item- ou enemy targets In direct support 
missions for Hie .‘Id Mar early in the afl(‘rnoon of 
W-Dny. nth DefBn SAK, 5. 
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men of the 3d Marines walked up the hill they 
found trenches and foxholes littered with 
enemy dead. 

The two days’ fighting hit the 3d Marines 
hard. Colonel Hall reported that he had lost 
615 men, killed, wounded, and missing.®^ Some 
companies could muster only 30-40 men. Com- 
pany A was practically non-existent. 

The 21st Marines remained on the same line 
most of W-plus 1, reorganizing, sending ou( 
patrol.s, and waiting until the 3d Alarines could 
move ahead. Lines were extended dangerously 
thin, and any further advance would only have 
made the situation worse. The. 2d Battalion, 
in position on an open ridge, received brutal 
mortar fire all day and suffered severely. In 
order to have a fre.sh unit on line for the next 
day’s anticipated attack. Colonel Butler re- 
quested that division permit him to replace the 
1st Battalion, now in division reserve, with the 
2d.“ General Turnage agi-ced. Late in the 
aftenioon the relief began under cover of 

"3d Mar SAH, 2. 

“21stiMar SAU, 2. 


artillery and naval gunfire, being completed 
about 2000. 

On the right flank, the 9th Marines moved 
ahead against light opposition when it jumped 
off at 0715. Colonel Craig’s units overran many 
excellent positions, including a bivouac area 
large enough to accommodate a i-egiment. Only 
sporadic resistance was encountered from small 
groups of Japanese left behind.®® About noon 
Craig alerted the 3d Battalion for the attack 
on Cabras Island. (See Map 16, Map Section) 
In view of the complete lack of intelligence 
as to the strength and disposition of the enemy 
on that island, a shore-to-shore amphibious as- 
sault had been planned, to be carried out as soon 
as the 2d Battalion occupied Piti Navy Yard.®’ 
Following a full-scale naval gunfire and air 
bombardment, LVT’s led by LVT ( A ) ’s churned 

"These were uiulonhhihl.v the rear Kiiard elements 
of 3/18 whieli were inovina from this area towards 
Alt. Chach.ao and a union with 2/18 comlna down from 
the north. This was part of the assemhly of forces 
directed by the 2<Jth lUv In preparation for an all- 
out counterattack. Takcda; 3d AlarDlv D-2 Periodic 
Rpt (i9 
*' Craig. 
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asliorc on the only beadi on (lie island at 14“25. 
Scaling ladders had been given the men to 
enable them to get np the high ground back 
of the narrow landing area. One LV'I' hit a 
land mine, but no enemy gunfire met the men 
as they scrambled ashore. Heavy brambles 
and hundreds of mines, however, made the going 
.slow and tedious. The absence of any organ- 
ized re.sistancc indicated little danger of enemy 
counterattacks, ami the approach of dusk 
brought the inland advance to a halt after 400 
yai-ds. 

The evening of W-plns 1 found (he division 
in better defensive iiositions than the night be- 
fore, but General Turnage was concerned about 
the next day’s fighting. He felt he needed an- 
other combat team to strengthen his division 
and sent a message to corps requesting one: 

ICnomy resistance increased considerably today on 
Oiv ieft and center. All Bn's of Srd CT Imve been 
committed in continuous attack since landing. 21st 
(’T l(>.ss 1 Bn in Div lies bas liecn committed contlnn- 
<m.sly with all units In assault. One of the a.ssault 
Bn's of 21st CT is being relieved on lino by Div Ki‘s 
Bn today. Former Is approx 40% depleted. Since 
further advance will continue to thin our linos It is 
now apparent that an additional conibat team is 
needed. Oth CT Is fully comndtted to capture of Pit! 
& Caliras. Accordingly it is urgently recommended 
that an additional CT be attaclied this Div at the 
earliest practicalde date.“ 

The night was relatively quiet with the only 
heavy enemy action reported by the 21st Ma- 
I'ines. About midnight an intense mortar bar- 
rage hit the front lines of the 1st Battalion. 
'I'he attack followed closely and culminated 
with a bayonet charge, which 1/21 repulsed 
with cri|)pling losses to the enemy. Harassing 
fire fell throughout the division area, but few 
casualties were reported. 

Early in the morning of the 23d, the division 
received a mes.sage from Headquarters South- 
ei-n Landing Force which read: 

Ksscntinl limt close contact between adjacent units 
lie estaldislied late afternoon and maintained through- 
out the night. Take action to insure this daily."' 

This was to be the basis for mosl of the activ- 
ity on W-pltis 2. The 3d Marines and the 21.st 
had never been able to make contact since land- 

■“.'Id MarDlv D-3 Jnl. 
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AMPHIBIAN TANKS cross the reef toward ('nlrros Island 
ns tliey h^ad the sliorc-to-shore assault of tlie .'Id Bat- 
talion, 9th Marines. (Navy I’liotograph.) 


ing. Many futile attempts to join up had been 
made, but the tangled undergrowth had made 
this impossible. 

Under the cover of dense vegetation, out- 
croppings of jagged coral and heaped boulders 
barred movement. Each of the. innumerable, 
gullies, small valleys, and ridges crisscrossing 
the sector added to the difliculties of tying in the 
units. This particular area (he Commaiitlant 
of the Afarine Corp.s, Lieutenant General Alex- 
ander A. Vandegrift, later desciibcd as, 
‘‘Some of the most ruggeil country 1 have ever 
seen.” “ 

Vet one patrol from the 1st Battalion, 3d 
Marines, did make contact with (he ‘ilst on 
W-plus 1 by skirting this entire area. However, 
in trying to return to their own headquarters 
across the ground where the tie-in was recpiired, 
the men lost (heir way and had to turn back to 
the 21st’s lines for the night. Although on the 
map only a few hundred yards .separated the 
regiments, and the patrol had radio contact 
with the 3d Marines all the way, it .still could 
not locale its own lines."’ 


"'.'Ill Jlai-Div SAB. 1. 
*‘3(i .Mar .Ini. 
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SIMM MORTAR CREW MEMBERS duuk away from the blast 
of their weapon as they fire in support of troops push- 
ing uf) tlie rugged slopes of the Asan beachhead. 
(Navy Photograph.) 

Colonel Hiill made plans to renew the attack 
at daylight, but he was none too optimistic 
about its success as evidenced by tlie message he 
sent to division : 

My left flank is quite .secure .so I am taking WeaiKins 
t'oiuiiany and attaehing tliem to Aplingtou [1st I5n]. 
They will give Aplingtou the men ter make eontaet 
with fllst. I am going to try and advanee up that me.ss 
in front of me. What I really need is a battalion 
whereas I have only 1(10 men to u.se on that .'iOO-yard 
slope. They might move to the top hut they couldn’t 
advanee on. (Company A is down to about :!0-40 men 
with an air liai.son oflieer in charge, Company E is 
down to half strength. They have no strength to pusli 
on.” 

Ill the morning, every avtiilable weapon — air, 
naval gunlire, artillery, 2()mm’s, lOmm’s, and 
guns from half-tracks and tanks — threw .shells 
into the ridges and gtillies in front of the :)d Ma- 
rines. Lieutenant Colonel Ilotiser’s 3d Bat- 
talion, on the left flank of the division, attacked 
at 0!)00 and met opposition of the most stubborn 
and furious kind. Shortly after noon tlie ex- 

” Ibid. 


ecutive ollicei*. Major Koyal 11. Bastian, Jr., who 
had taken over when Colonel Hon.ser was 
wounded and evacuated at 1100, called for re- 
serves to meet an enemy counterattack hitting 
all along his front.”'* Meanwhile, ho rushed 
every available man into the line, leaving only 
skeleton crews with the mortars and machine 
guns. Excellent .sujiport from naval gunlire, 
air, and artillery broke up the Jaiianese ell'ort, 
but the battalion suffered such heavy casualties 
that it could not renew the attack. 

In the center of the 3d Marines’ zone, the 2d 
and l.st Battalions launched a combined drive 
at 0900 against Bund.schu Ridge. The 2d, with 
Captain AVilliam E. Moore, Jr.’s Company E 
spearheading the drive, moved for\vard on the 
left. At the same time Company C (Captain 
David I. Zeitlin) started to flank the Japanese 
position on the ridge from the right. Under 
cover of close support fires, both units hacked 
their way ahead through the thick vegetation. 
To the amazement of everyone, no (ire came 
from the jiosition that had held uj) the 1st Bat- 
talion for two days. The enemy had abandoned 
his defenses. The Marines pushed on, and at 
1108 forces Anally joined on the crest of the 
ridge. But further advance was out of the ques- 
tion until troops mopped up the area. Several 
machine guns, located in the cliffs, continued 
to cause trouble, and the 1st and 2d Battalions 
spent the rest of the day ferreting out the Jap- 
anese from these cave positions. 

In the center of the division’s zone, the 21st 
jumped off at 0900 in an attempt to relieve the 
pre,ssure on the right flank of the 3d Marines 
and also to gain contact with that unit. Neither 
try proved succe.ssful. The patrol making the. 
effort to link up turned back when it could not 
cross the rugged cliffs. Enemy pillboxes pre- 
vented the regiment from making any progress 
in carrying out the other mission. Demolition 
•squads and flame-thrower teams assaulted indi- 
vidual bunkers, but the process was time con- 
suming and by the end of the day the 21st had 
gained little ground. 

” ;{/fl Jnl. 

DuriiiK the course of this action, one friendiy nir 
strike hit in the lines of Coniimny H which was .sup- 
portiiig the altack. Ei|;ht Marines were killed and 
three wounded. 1/3 Jnl. 


62 


Oil Cabras Islaiul, (lie ;5il Batlalion. (Mb Ma- 
rines Iia<l resumed its advance early in the 
morning, met no opjiosition, and at ()!)()() re- 
ceived orders to turn tlie island over to (be IKIi 
Defense Battalion.”® TliereniKm 3/!) relieveil 
tlie 2d Battalion, wliicli went into division re- 
•serve. During the remainder of W-pliis 2 (be 
regiment sent patrols far forward of (be front 
lines. Negat ive results indicated the enemy had 
abandoned that area. 

For the (irst time in three days the division 
could set nji a defense for the night on com- 
manding ground. However, the lines were 
spread very thin. The request for an addi- 
tional combat team had been denied. Geiger 
felt that the general situation ashore did not 
Avarrant committing tlie corps reserve at this 
time.”” 

With front line units reduced by casualties 
so that only strong points could be established, 
possible avenues of enemy apiiroach had to he 
covered with fire. Naval gunfire and artillery 
again did yeoman work during the night. 
Artillery alone fired .5,180 rounds of harassing 
and interdiction fire. There were no strong 
enemy attacks and few infiltration attempts. 

On the morning of 24 July, the division made 
its fir-st attenqit to contact the brigade. A 
.30-man patrol from the !)th Marines started 
along the Piti-Sumay Eoad toward Orote 
Peninsula. Under cover of LVT(A)’s the 
small unit made good progress until about 1030 
when rifle and machine-gun fire from the high 
ground flanking the road halted the attempt. 
On finding itself at the edge of a .shelling 
directed against Orote, the patrol requested per- 
mi.ssion to return to regiment. Although the 
30-man unit did not accomplish the mission of 
contact, it did gain important intelligence in- 
formation. d’his indicated that some Japanese 
might have withdrawn down the coast toward 
the south. The enemy left behind huge dumps 
of ammunition, fuel, supplies, and vehicles but 
no troops in strength. Neither did the de- 
fenders destroy roads or bridges in their haste 
to withdraw.'" 

•“illh Mar R-2 Jnl. 

“■niAC SAIi. (l|.Rpt, 2. 
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In the, center of the division line, the 3d and 
21st Marines were still trying to mak(> contact. 
At 0(;3(), 2/21, which had been releasial from 
division reserve in tlie afternoon of 23 duly, 
attacked up the ravine (hat marked the bound- 
ary between (be two regiments. lOO-roiind 
mortar concentration preceded the jump-oil'. 
However, murderous lire from enemy inacliiiie 
guns halted the attack immediately. Mutually 
supporting caves in thcsidi'sof t he dill' oil'ered 
plenty of protection for (he .lapaiu'.se. (knn- 
jiaiiy G, moving up on (he left of (be gully, 
readied the. plateau and otferi'd some lire assist- 
ance. But nothing could be done to reduce the 
ctfectiveness of (he cave positions. 

Units in the ravine repulsed two Japanese 
counterattacks within two hours. Lieutenant 
(Vilonel 8nioak called for an air .strike at 120.5. 
Friendly t coops were .so dose to the enemy that, 
although the Navy pilots’ bombing was nearly 
perfect, regiment reported 17 Marine casual- 
ties."” Following the strike, the 2d Battalion 
advanced 200 yards before fierce resistance 
forced a bait. Another air strike was put into 
the area, but this time to no avail. A later 
count showed that over 100 Imperial soldiers 
bad paid with their lives to retain control of 
the ravine. 

Later in the day, two companies of the 3d 
^Marines went around to the rear of 1/3 and 
reached the plateau where (hey tied in with 
2/21. Contact was finally establislu'd but only 
by strong points, and a break of 7;5 yards .still 
existed between the Lst and 2d Mattalions of the 
3(1 Marines. Becaiist' ditlicult terrain and 
dense, undergrowth made it iini)o.ssible to dose 
the gap before dark. Colonel Hall ordered it 
covered by mortar fire. 

By nightfall the left and center of the divi- 
sion defensive lines rested on high ground over- 
looking the api>roadies to (he Mt. Tenjo Hoad, 
On the right, the !)th Marines bad improved 
its positions, advancing a little to take maxi- 
mum advantage of the terrain. But casualties 
bad mounted, and lack of replacements ki'pt 
the lines tbiiined. The divi.sion reiunted 2,031 
casualties since the landing, most of them in 
the infantry regiments.”" 

‘~21.sl .Mill- .SAR. .3. 

■".‘{(l .MarlUv I»-3 .lal. 
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It was up to sui)jiortinfj arms to furnish de- 
fensive fii-es afjain. Oups now liad larf^er 
caliber weapons available to belji. Two ‘JOinrn 
batteries of the 14th Defense Battalion and the 
first ir)r)nnn }juns from corps artillery reported 
early in the afternoon that they were ready to 
fire. The Marines needed their added ranf^e to 
harass suspected enemy as.sembly areas and 
interdict roads and other avenues of approach. 
Only a limited number of star sbells remained, 
.so Admiral (k)nolly authorized the use of de- 
stroyer .searchlights for illumination.''" 

In sjiite of the tlivision’s trouble.some left 
flank, the outlook was somewhat brighter. 
Supplies were moving ashore in good order. 
One important item which contributed to this 

■“ IIIAC C-3 .Till. 


success was the placing of large cranes on the 
reef and the mounting of others on pontoon 
barges for the transfer of cargo from boats to 
LVT's. Also, shore parties had worked expedi- 
tiously and tirelessly. TQM's reported .some 
.ships completely unloaded, and the over-all 
average had reached more than 80 percent. The 
lOth Marines had established water facilities 
ashore at Asan Spring. This e.xcellent source 
provided .sufficient quantities so that it was no 
longer necessary to bring fifty gallon drums of 
water a.sbore. This lightened the logistical load 
of the shore party considerably, thereby allow- 
ing it to concentrate more on ammunition and 
other high-priority supplies."" The engineers 

Ltr ('ol E. -At. Williams to CJIC, 3.^()ct.")2, lierein- 
after cited as Williams. 



LONG TOMS of ITattcry A, 7th 155intn Gun Battalion sot up 500 yards from Wliite Beach 2 in the shadow of the 
mountain range secured by the 4th Marines and the Army’s 305th Infantry. 
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Iliul iilso l)iiill ill) a(lo<)iiiitc road md to all units. 
A pulloy sysloni Imd boon iinpmvisod to evacu- 
ato tho wounded and supply the units of the 21st 
Marines on top of the dilF.*®“ 

Some valuable intollifienco information bc- 
^^an to come info tho division. Civilians entered 
the lines near Adelnj) Point and reported many 
Jiipane.se in the {jeneral area of Foiite-Ml. 
'I’enjo-Yliji Hay-Papo Hay. Stroup conciuitra- 
tions located on the Fonte plateau protected an 
enemy divisional CP. Guamanians said the 
Japanese moved from the Turnon Hiiy repion 
iit nipht, stiiyinp oil' the roads, and usinp strciun 
lines and ravines to pet into the Fonte area. 
These tactics were not new, but the information 
helped comniiinders formulate plans to break 
the defense. 

MT. ALIFAN CAPTURED 

While units of the. 8d Divi.sion slowly drove 
in the outpuards of the Fonte defensive posi- 
tion, the Marines in the south forped ahead to 
the FBL. On W-plus 1 (22 July), tho bripade 
prepared to renew the iidvance toward Mt. 
Alifan. The 4th Marines received orders to 
seize the massif and then extend alonp tho top 
of the ridpe to the vicinity of Mt. Taene, to the 
.south. The 22d would take 0-a and be pre- 
pared to capture 0-2 on order. And for the 
first time the SOfith (less 2d Battalion) would 
move into the line. It was directed to pa.ss 
throuph the left battalion of tbe -Itb Marines 
and attack in the direction of Maanot Reservoir. 
When relieved by the ;i().^>th, 2/4 would join 
2/;i0r> as bripade reserve. Jump-off time was 
set for 

General Sbepherd, bowever, found it neces- 
sary to delay the advance when the 1st and Jld 
Battalions of the IlO.'itb could not pet into posi- 
tion in time. Becau.se of the unavoidably con- 
fused landinp and the loss of needed ecpiipment, 
Colonel Tanzola’s units leqiiired two hours to 
reproup and reorpanize. Dnrinp this period, 
bripade issued new orders directing 2/305 to 

’"The former executive olliecr of 1/21 recalls that 
"a forward aid station at the lop of (his lift was in 
a most ex|)0.se<l position, f'orpsmen liere hand-led 
emergf'iiey cas(>s prior to lowerini; them (o the aid 
station at the ha.se of the lift.” Van Htot-lnim. 

‘"1st I'rovJIarliriK OpOrder 10. 21Jul-ll. 


move forward immediately and I'elieve the 2d 
Battalion, 4th Marines on the front lines. As 
soon as the rest of I be 305th was ready, it would 
pass throuph 2/305 and attack to seize 0-2. 

At about 0845 the 22d Marines started its ad- 
vance and pushed ahead sleadil}' apainst mod- 
erate resistance. 'I'he hill position northwest of 
Apat, which bad beld up the progress of 1/22 
tbe day before, caused little trouble as the .Ma- 
rines walked to its top. .Supporting tanks 
cleared the. way to the next high ground, where 
the attack was temporarily halted. A briilge 
had been de.stroyed, ami armor couhl not cro.ss 
tbe Ayuja River. A call went out for engineers. 
None were available, .so LV'r(.\.)’s came up for 
infantry supiiort. 'I'bey could not cross becaust' 
of the. vertical banks of tbe river, and the 
assault units moved ahead without their help.""' 

Company C continued to advance until 
.sto|)ped by machine-gun fire from well-pre- 
pared jiositions. Neutralizing the |)illbo.xes re- 
.snlted in heavy casualties. Unable to regain 
the initiative in the remaining daylight hours, 
tho company dug in for the night 2.50 yards 
north of RJ .5. Two platoons of Company A, 
1/22, crossed Old Apat Road late in the after- 
noon, but were ordered back to the road for the 
night.'"" This enabled them to tie in with the 
2d Battalion on the right, which bail kept pace 
with the bst tluring the day. It had encoun- 
tered only light, irregular resistance from pill- 
boxes which naval gunfire quickly kmxdved out. 

Having delayed its attack for half an bom’, 
the 4th Marines got under way at ()!)()(). An tbe 
regiment .started aci’oss the foothills toward the 
.steep slopes of Ml. Ali fan, it encountered a well- 
entrenched enemy. From the northern side of 
the ridge rose numerous little rounded hills 

’"’tst I’roviMarltrlf; .liil. 

’“The lank (•(anpaii.v commandei’ reimrleil (he hrlil;:- 
ini; of (he river as follows : ”. . . after engineer asslsl- 
ance had been re<iuest(‘d ami not received the Imll- 
dozer tank and manual labor of tank crews wn.s em- 
ployed to cross a river InddlnK up onr advance. This 
river, Jus! heyonil .Aaat, with a widlh of forty feet 
Imost sources indii'ate this river to he feet wlilel 

ami a de|)th of two or three feet, a nmddy ItotUmi. and 
vertical hanks was linally crossed on a cansewa.v con- 
structed by the tank compatiy without assistance, after 
twenty-four hours of work, with a loss of one man 
killed and thrci' wounded.” Tkt'o, 22il Mar SAU, -t. 
l/’22 Jnl. 
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wlioso roverso slopes ofFered ( lie flapiuiese good 
positions foi- eidilade fire. Demolition teiuns 
scaled the caves that honeycombed the hills, and 
hand grenades l ednced the coconut log blinkers. 

When the advance neared the top of the 
mountain, the terrain grew worse; even the 
Japanese could not adequately jirepare it for 
defense. A snarled, thorny undergrowth cov- 
ered the almost vertical sides of the clilTs. 
Thick roots from pandanns trees sprawled 
aci'oss the only paths leading upward, making 
forward progi-e.ss a I Femdean ta.sk. The large, 
entwined vines caught on the men’s equipment 
as they trudged slowly upward. Soon packs 
and all excess gear were discarded to get some 
relief. 

Fortunately, only scattered resistance met the 
forward elements as they moved up the narrow 
trails. Finally a jilatoon from the 1st Hat- 
talion, 4th Marines, led by I.<ieutenant M’^illiam 
A. Kerr, reached the summit. But this posi- 
tion proved indefensible and the. patrol re- 
turned to its organization and reported no 
enemy on toj) of Mt. Alifan.'®^ 

The Army's JOoth Infantry had gone about 
the business of reorganizing after General 
Shepherd granted its re<iucst for a short delay 
before the start of the attack. 'I'he 2d Bat- 
talion conqiletod relief of 2/4 by 1115. Shortly 
before, at lOJO, the 1st and 3d Battalions set 
out for their first objective. Advancing 
abreast, they were to capture the high ground 
over which Harmon Hoad passed to the east. 
Eroded and brush-covered hills constituted the 
biggest obstacles of both battalions as they went 
forward. Siqiplies had to be manhandled to 
front line units, thus slowing the advance. By 
1700, however, O-a was reached; the 1st tied-in 
on the left with the 3d Battalion which had 
made faster progiess over the more favorable 
terrain in its zone. 

By nightfall the brigade line extended from 
a point .several hundred yards north of the 
Ayuja River along the high ground northea.st 
of Harmon Road to the Alifan massif. Con- 
tinuing southwest along the ridge line toward 
Mt. Taene, the defensi^■e line turned to the sea 
and anchored on Magpo Boint. 

Interview wltli rajit W. A. Kerr, lOUeeSl. 


More support was available for harassing and 
interdiction (ires for the night. Coiqis artillery 
now had two-thirds of its 155mm guns and 
howitzeis ashore and ready to lire. This in- 
cluded elements of the 2d 155mm Howitzer Bat- 
talion which had been reassigned from V Corps 
Artillery at Saipan on 14 July."’* Units of 
(lie !)th Defense Battalion had begun disem- 
barking in the morning, and before dark had 
guns emplaced along the beach between Agat 
and Bangi Point, Twelve 40mm, twelve 20mm, 
and twelve .50-caliber machine guns strength- 
ened the beach defenses and the immediate in- 
land perimetei'.’®” 

The second night ashore for the brigade was 
(piite (lifferent from the harrowing first. The 
eneni}^ tried to infiltrate at various jioints along 
the lines, but with little success. No iienetra- 
tion occurred, and the Marines reported only 
a few casualtie.s. The 22d Marines and units 
on the beach received harassing fire from mor- 
tars and artillery emplaced on Orote. But the 
expected large-scale counte.ratt.acks from Har- 
mon Road and Orote did not materialize. 

At daybreak men from the 2d Battalion, 4th 
Marines observed Japanese troops in the 
vicinity of Mt. Lamlaui moving toward Faepi 
Point and alerted both air and naval gunfire. 
The USS Ilcmolulu proceeded to a point where 
she could fire on the area at a moment's notice. 
Spotter planes were launched, and at about 0930 
both air and naval gunfire began to work over 
the area. The enemy troops quickly dispersed, 
but observers kejit the entire sector under sur- 
veillance for the remainder of the day. 

Meanwhile, the brigade launched its attack 
to secure the 0-2 line and the FBL. The 22d 
Afarines advanced to the north, with the 305th 
conforming to that movement but pushing to- 
ward Maanot Pass. The 4th Marines made 
jireparations for its relief by the 30Gth In- 
fantry. 

Colonel Tanzola’s 305th jumiied off on time, 
advanced rapidly, and rejiorted the 0-2 line 
completely occupied by 1020. In the after- 
noon the regiment continued advancing north 

“CTF .n;t (ipiipi, 12. 
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MEDIUM TANKS of the 22cl Marines aid the infantry in clcaniiif; out enemy inaehine-gun nests 1,200 yards north 
of Agat. 


from Hnrinon Road and Maanot Pass. By 
nifrhtfall units i-eported all the dominating ter- 
rain overlooking Orote Peninsula assigned to 
the Southern Landing Force in friendly 
hands.”® The 1st and 3d Battalions remained 
on line and the 2d moved to Maanot Pass. 
This blocked the one good road across the island 
in the brigade zone and halted any further at- 
tempt by the Japanese to penetrate down that 
avenue of approach. 

During the morning of 23 July, the 22d 
Marines found the enemy falling back and 
oifering only scattered resistance. But in the 
afternoon when the front lines tried to swing 
acro.ss the neck of Orote Peninsula the situa- 
tion changed. The assault units received in- 
tense enfilade fire from a series of small hills 
surrounded by rice paddies. Troops trying to 
get into position for an attack on a hill sank 
hip-deej) in the mushy ground. The Japanese 
had each small hill organized as a strong point, 
all of them mutually .supporting. Mortals and 
artillery from both Orote and the Mt. Tenjo 
area added theii- weight to the e.xcellent de- 
fensive jiositions. 

“"1st I’rovMarHrig .liil. 


ISfarine tanks moved forward to help knock 
out the opiiosition, but the soft rice lields 
hindered their mobility. M'hen the armor tried 
the road approaches enemy antitank weapons 
put one tank out of action for the day. 
Another hit a mine hut sustained only minor 
damage.'” 

One infantry company, hidden by the waist- 
high gra.ss, .skirted the Hist rice jiadily and re- 
formed its line for the a.ssault. For their 
efforts the men of the company found another 
water-soaked, .saucer-shaped lield covered by 
deadly automatic-weaiions lire. ('or|)s artil- 
lery and naval gunfire wore called to back up 
the brigade artillery’s efforts to shake the 22d i 
loo.se. The USS Peimftylvama alone fired 53 
Ions of 1 f-inch .shells in approximately 30 min- 
utes.”" But with darkne.ss approaching tlie 
forward elements had to be withdrawn from 
their exposed positions. AVhen the word was 
pas.sed to dig in for the. night, the regiment 
found the terrain unsuitable for defense. All 
units then pulled back about 400 yards and sot 
up on a line of hills ju.st south of t)ld Agat Road. 

”‘Tkro22(l .Mar S.\l{. 4. 
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Kiiili(*r ill tlio (lay liomh-disposal units got 
their first real workout on Guam, llombs and 
mines found in various .sectors designated as 
dump areas were impeding operations. Con- 
.se(]nently, at about 1000 a call went out for all 
available bomb-disposal jiersonnel to report to 
the .shore party commander. Land mines, 
booby traps, and buried, fused torpedoes and 
aerial bombs were the most common types en- 
countered. The Japanese had lined the beaches 
and roads thoroughly, ns well us mining likely 
troop bivouac and supjily areas. 

'I’he. added casualties of the, day further re- 
duced the steadily diminishing ranks of the 
22(1,"’ and it was a thin line that waited for the 
e.\pected enemy counterattack tliat night. 
About midnight a column of enemy troops could 
be seen coming down Mt. Tenjo but it turned 
back and went behind the ridge toward Harmon 
Road. Luckily, the rest of the night passed in 
comparative (piietness except for a few infiltra- 
tion attempts in front of the regiment. The 
Marines (piickly repulsed all attacks with little 
I0S.S. Again artillery and naval gunfire gave 
valuable assistance to tlie front line troops by not 
allowing the enemy to concentrate his forces.""* 

Artillery also fired many close support mis- 
sions during the night. At one time so many 
scheduled concentrations and targets of oppor- 
tunity were available that all batteries were 
engaged. A call from the 22d had to be refused 
because it would rob other units of needed ar- 
tillery support. Naval gunfire, however, 
quickly shelled the targets when informed of 
the situation. 

General Shepherd’s plan for the brigade’s 
attack on the 24th went out to units after mid- 
night. 'I'o co[)e with the strong defensive 
set-up, a different scheme of maneuver had been 
devised. General Shepherd ordered the 22d 
Marines to send two battalions in column of 
companies up the Agat-Sumay Road with the 
missi(ju of effecting a breakthrough by the em- 
ployment of force in depth on a narrow front. 
(See Maj) 14, Map Section) Upon reaching 
the uorfhern edge of the rice paddies, the bat- 
talions would echelon to the right, attack 

A.sof 10(X)23 .luly the22d Marines reiiorled (iSKIA, 
2(12 WIA, and !):i .MIA. Ihiil. 
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abreast, and seize the 0-2 line from the coast to 
A|)ra Harbor. In conjunction with this assault, 
the other battalion (2/22) was to move from its 
position astride the Old Agat Road and occupy 
0-2 in zone. Initially using only a 400-yard 
front, the unit would capture the dominating 
high ground near Atantano and then extend to 
the right to contact the 305th. Shepherd’s 
scheme of maneuver would not only outflank 
the Japanese strong points covering the rice 
]>addies but would establish a barrier across the 
neck of Orote and secure the FBL in front of the 
brigade. Uecau.se of the late hour when units 
received the operation order, jump-off time was 
set at 0900."’ 

As part of the over-all plan for the assault on 
Orote, corps had ordered the 77th Division to 
take over most of the beachhead. At 0800 the 
boundary for the brigade became the Old Agat 
Road and the Army took over all the rest of the 
lerritory within the FBL. While men of the 
22(1 Marines moved into position air, artillery, 
and naval gunfire fired a heavy [(reparation. 
At 0830 commanders ordei ed the attack delayed 
so that naval gunfire could be extended for a 
half-hour. At the end of that extension the 
commanding general felt there was still in- 
sufficient NGF, so another 30-minute barrage 
followed. I 

Finally, at 1000 the simultaneous assault 
started. The 2d Battalion, 22d Marines, re- 
ceived a counterattack immediately, which 
knocked it off balance and delayed the advance. 
Mortal’s and artillery backed up the enemy at- 
lack, causing further com[)lications. To add to 
the already confused state of affairs, naval 
gunfire began falling in the front lines."® 
Nevertheless, the NGF jilus Marine mortars 
and artillery did break u[) the enemy effort, 
and reorganization began so that the [)lanne(I 
attack could get under way. 

All couqianies had left the line of departure 
(Old Agat Road) liy 1300 and the 2d had re- 
gained the offensive advantage. Only light op- 
position met the Marines, and by late afternoon 
Ijieutenant Colonel Hart’s men had reached 

"‘1st ProvMarBrif; OpOnkn' 1.1, 23.Jiil44; 1st 
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thoir objective. On onler, they piislied forward 
to fake, file coiniuaiidiiig ^fround overlookiiifi; 
tlie road junctions at Atantano. Altboiiffb in 
an advance position, witli the enemy initlinj; 
pressure on its rear and right flank, the bat- 
talion held. It organized an all around ilefense 
and gained visual contact with the ;505th Regi- 
ment on the right. Company F of the -1th Ma- 
rines was sent np to Atantano to reinforce the. 
perimeter for the night. 

The main effort of the brigade’s two-pronged 
attack advanced against deteianined resistance 
along the Agat-Snmay Road. Lieutenant 
Colonel Fromhold’s 1st Battalion, 2‘2d Marines 
led the way with the tank company in support. 
The road was heavily mined with aerial bombs 
and also covered by preregistered mortar and 
artillery concentrations. Progress was slow, 
but with the tanks blasting pillboxes and 
coconnt-log barricades, the infantry inched 
ahead. Demolition teams closed caves, and 
artillei’y and naval gunfire quieted enemy guns 
on Pelagi Rock. Five enemy tanks challenged 
fhe advance, but the Marine Shermans made 
.short work of the lighter Japanese armor and 
left them burning at the side of the road.’” 

On reaching the R-2 line the 1st fanned out 
to the right, and Lieutenant Colonel Shisler’s 
3d Battalion swung farther to the east across 
the hills, where it quickly overran the strong 
points around the rice paddies that had 
caused so much trouble the previous day. (See 
Maj) 14, Map Section) 

About the middle of the afternoon enemy 
artillery fire from gnus located in the cliffs on 
Orote increased in intensit3^ Naval gunfire 
oflicers sent a message to the command ship, and 
soon an L(’l (G) and a destroyer opened iqi on 
the Japanese weajmns. Their (ire (piickly 
quieted the troublesome gnn.s. Ne.verthe,le.ss, to 
make certain the enemy positions remained 
neutralized, the gunboat and destroyer re- 
mained on station to observe."® 

'I'lic Ist Battalion had reached the 0-2 line by 
dai'kness but the 3d held nj) 400 yards short of 
its objective. A gap existed between the 2d 
and 3d Battalions, so Major Messer's unit (2/4) 

■”lsl I'rov.Marin iK WH. l.Tiil-l(Uii};44. 8. 
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HAND GRENADES .■ire hurled by Marinos at .lapanese. 
positions on Mie otliur side of one of l,ho many rio«f 
paddies that slowo<l the advance l,o\vard Orol.c I’eii- 
iiiKula. (Navy I’holograph.) 

received onlers to move into sn])port positions 
to ping the hole. Although units did not com- 
plete the movement until after dark, liiu's wt>re 
consolidated for the night. When Japanese 
reconnai.ssance patrols made nnsnccessfid 
attempts to locate the front linos, the enemy 
resorted to one of his ohle.st ruses by screaming, 
“Help,” in English. But the Marines knew 
their wily eneniv and the attempts jiroved futile 
against the e.xcellent fire discipline."*’ 

At the einl of W-idns 3 (24 tfidy) the South- 
ern Landing Force had its h(*achhead lirmly 
established. After four days of continnons 
figliting the brigade had the enemy bottled-np 
on Orote Peninsula. 'I'he Army’s T7th Divi- 
sion had taken over most of the FBL and was 
well dng-in. Responsibility for the defense of 
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MEN AND EQUIPMENT of the 306th Infantry snake through the water over the reef as they come asliore on 23 July. 
(Army Photograph.; 


the beacli from Agat Village to Gaan Point 
rested with the 9th Defense Battalion. The 
Army’s 7th AAA (Automatic Weapons) Bat- 
talion guarded the coastline from Gaan to 
Bangi Point. All corps artillery was ashore 
and registered, but it had less than one unit of 
fire around its guns.““ The supply situation, 
however, improved by the hour. All in all, con- 
ditions in the soutli could be viewed with 
optimism. 

Still the los.ses had been considerable in win- 
ning the stubbornly defended beachhead. The 
brigiide reported 188 KIA, 728 WIA, and 87 
MIA by the evening of W-plus 3 ; the Army 
listed 12 KIA and 20 AVIA. Nor had the Navy 
gone unscatlied. LCI(G) 3G.5 and SC 132C (a 
submarine cluiser) had been hit on W-Day with 
total casualties of nine killed and 22 wounded. 
A dud shell hit the USS Ormsbij (APA 49) 
on W-plus 1 but caused only minor damage. 
During the morning of 24 July LCI(G)’s 366 
and 439 received gunfire that killed six, includ- 
ing the captain and executive officer of the 366. 
Twenty-eight sailors were wounded in the same 
engagement as sliips cleaned out emplacements 
in the vicinity of Neye Island.’^ 

““ IIIAC Arty SAR, 

Ciisuiilty flguro.s for tbe 4tli .Mar as of 24 July differ 
in the brigade and regimenlai report.s; the more 
plausiiilo figure of the iower unit lias been included 
aliove. 
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FLOATING RESERVE WADES ASHORE 

In order to carry out the planned relief of 
the 1st Provisional Alarine Brigade by the 77th 
Infantry Division, General Geiger decided, on 
22 July, to commit part of the corps reserve. 
Accordingly, he sent a message at 1226 ordering 
the remainder of the 77th Division, less the 
307th Infantry, to land on Beaches AVhite 1 
and 2.’=“ 

To acconi])lish this mission, General Bruce 
alerted the 306th Infantry for a landing about 
noon on the 23d. The 305th would revert to 
division control after the brigade’s relief had 
been affected. The 307th (Colonel Stephen S. 
Hamilton), less its assigned artillery, would 
remain ii float as crops reserve.’^'* 

During the moining Colonel Douglas C. 
McNair, division chief of staff, headed a group 
that went ashore to make arrangements for 
taking over the southern sector of the beach- 
head. The party included the 306th’s com- 
manding officer. Colonel Aubrey D. Smith, and 
his battalion commanders. They reconnoitered 
their areas, contacted brigade units to be re- 
lieved (4th Marines), and made preparations 
for the physical relief. 

AA^ith the division G-4 coordinating the move- 
ment from the SC 1319, just off of the reef, 
the 306tli started to land shortly before noon 

77th InfDiv G-3 J^il. 
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MAJOR GENERAL BRUCE (right) confers with his chief 
of staff, (.'oloncl McNair, on White Beach 2 as men 
of tile 77th Division come ashore in the background. 
(Army riiolograph.) 

of tlu; Getting the unit across what some 
naval otlicers liave called “tlie tongliest reef in 
tlie Pacific War’' proved to be a diilicult opera- 
tion. As a re.serve division, the 77th had no 
LVT's. Tlie GO DUKW’s available had to be 
re.served for cargo and for getting the light ar- 
tillery ashore. Consequently, plans had to be 
made to carry troops to the reef in landing 
craft; from there they waded ashore carrying 
all their equipment. (Jeneral Bruce made every 
effort to land the regiment at low tide, but over- 
loaded ship communications, craft turn 
arounds, and unfore.seen problems delayed the 
debarkation schedule. As a result, men 
struggled through waist-high water and most 


vehicles drowned out between the reef and 
beach. Bulldozers dragged the equipment 
ashore but radio .sets in jeeps, even those that 
had been waterproofed, were ruined. One me- 
dium tank dropped into a large pothole and 
disappeared from sight.’“ 

The 3d Battalion, firat to land, moved into 
po.sition between Mt. Alifan and Mt. Taene. 
Company K, shortly after taking over its sec- 
tor, was hit by the enemy debouching from a 
coconut grove just forward of the fi’ont lines. 
The battalion artillery liaison oflicer contacted 
a Marine pack howitzer unit and quickly ad- 
justed fire on the advancing enemy. The .sol- 
diers repuLsed the counterattack immediately. 
Because of the delay in crossing the reef, the 
other battalions of the regiment went into as- 
.sembly areas for the night.’“ 

About the same time that the 30Gth landed, 
the 77th’s Commanding General sent a dispatch 
to corps asking that not less than two battalions 
of the 307th be landed by 0530 the next morning. 
Bruce felt he needed them to permit an antici- 
pated advance to the south and east to occupy 
the original FBL at Faepi Point. But General 
Geiger denied the request because it was his 
opinion that further expansion of the beach- 
head to the south was neither dasirable nor 
necessary at this time. Also, returning these 
units to the 77th Division would require com- 
mitting all of the force reserve, with the ex- 
ception of one battalion, at a time when addi- 
tional strength might be needed elsewhere.’” 
Early in the afternoon the 77th Division’s ad- 
vance CP opened for oiieration ashore,'-'* and 
General Bruce, who had come in for a recon- 
naissance, issued his operation order for the 
next day. Plans were made to land Division 
Special Tx-oops and the 30Gth Field Artillery 
Battalion on the 24th. During the night, 
equipment and sujxplies continued coming 
ashore, and by dawn a good percentage of the 
organic gear had been unloaded. 

The relief of the 4th Marines continued dui'- 
ing the morning of 24 July. The 30Gth took 

’“Ownwi; Operations of the 77th Division, American 
Forces In Action Series, (WashiriKion, I'.DC), 39, 
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over command of the sector at 0800, but not un- 
til 1400 were all elements of the rcffimcnt in 
position.'^ Their part of the beachhead now 
stretched from Mt. Alifan to Ma«rpo T’oint. On 
the left, Colonel Tanzola’s reffiment held a line 
that joined with the 22d Marinos boundary at 
Old Agat Koad. (See Map 15) 

Leading waves of the ;U)7th, ordered ashore 
as corj)s reserve to positions near the 77th Divi- 
sion’s CP, began landing at 1300. A storm at 
sea raised heavy ground swells which endan- 
gered the ship-to-shore movement. One com- 
pany lost two men when they fell from the nets 
of the rolling transport.*^" Many became sea- 

”"3(XUli Inf OpRpt, 2. 
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sick during the several hours that LCVP’s 
circled before being cleared by control boats. 
As units waded ashore, they moved immediately 
to an assembly area in the rear of the 305th, 
from which they could advance cither to the. 
north or ea.st. (Jeneral Geiger made one battal- 
ion available to the Commanding General, 77th 
Division, hut General Bruce did not use it.”" 

By 1400 Bruce had moveil ashore and estab- 
lished his CP. All units of the brigade had 
been relieved, and the 305th had reverted to 
division control; the 307th still remained in 
force resm-ve. The brigade’s sector was now 
reduced to just enough area to permit regroup- 
ing for the attack on Oroto. 

"‘IliACC-^.Inl. 
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THE RECAPTURE OF GUAM 


CHAPTER IV Drive to the FBL 


The first four flays on Giuim saw the fighting 
for the recapture of tlie ishiml takiufi on tlie 
form of two separate and more or less independ- 
ent campaigns. Oidy one attempt had been 
made to form the two beachheads into a single 
foothold — that nnsuccessfid effort by a patrol. 
Although the situation was not such as to cause 
filarm, neither did it lend itself to full-blown 
optimism. 

The night of 24 July IIIAC made plans to 
keep pressure on the Japanese on both fronts. 
The operation plan for 2f) July ordered the 77th 
Division, le.ss the :507tli Infantry in corps re- 
serve, to hold the FBL while the brigatle as- 
saulted Orote Peninsula. Tlie 3d Division 
would resume the attack and take the high 
ground overlooking Mt. Tenjf) Road. Air, 
corps artillery, and two !)()mni batteries of the 
Mill Defense Battalion would support the 
elfort, with priority of fires to the brigade. To 
add weight to the peninsular advance, artillery 
of both (he 77th and 3d Divisions would be pre- 
jiared to fire for the brigade.^ 

General Shepherd had received a warning 
orfler for the Orote advance in the afternoon 
of 24 July. Having visited the a.s.sault units of 
his brigade that morning, he felt his men could 
do a better job after a day's rest. Accordingly 
Shepherd sent the following message to General 
Geiger : 

. . . Due Id delay In relief <rf 4tU Marines wbieli was 
■ III.VC <)|)l’lan (5-44, 24.Tiil44. 


not completed until 1500 today, necessity for moving 
4th Marines to assemhly areas and relief of 22d Ma- 
rines in line, reorgauiKation and preparation for at- 
tack, strongly recommend assault Orote Peninsula be 
delayed until 2(5 July. Troops greatly fatigued by 4 
days and nights continuous fighting . . 

Early in the evening, the brigade’s com- 
mander received word authorizing the delay 
until 0700, 2(5 July. Corps directed the 3d Di- 
vision, however, to press the attack all along the 
line with the utmost vigor to gain the FBL.® 

With 1/3 so badly battered that it was in- 
effective, General Turnage ordered 2/0 (Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Robert E. Cu.shman) attached to 
the 3d Marines. His plan called for Colonel 
Cushman’s unit to relieve the 1st Battalion, 
which would then go into division reserve. To 
allow the relief to be effected. Colonel Hall de- 
layed the regiment’s attack until 0030.‘ 

While the revitalized 3d Marines made ready 
to advance, the remainder of the division re- 
.sumed its drive toward the FBL. 4'ho 9th 
Marines, on the division’s right flank, left the 
LD at 0700 and received artillery lire from the 
Mt. Chachao area which slowed the assault at 
first. But counterbattery fire from the 14th 
Defense Battalion on Cabras Island soon 
quieted the enemy guns. Units then moved out 
as rapidly as terrain would permit, and by 0S4.5 
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the first olijective had been taken and many 
diiinjis of stores and eqiii|)inent overi'iin. 
Since the advance liad l)een so ra])id and the 
resistance so weak, tlie Dtli was ordere<l to con- 
tinue and take the lii}>:li pronnd north of Apnada 
River. Tliis was accoinjilislied by inidafter- 
noon, and Craip made i)lans to continue the 
advance in an effort to link up with the brijtade 
by nifrbtfall. But at 1400 division heackpiar- 
ters directed the 9th to fall back 1,.5()0 yards 
to the vicinity of the. dominating terrain near 
the Lagiias River in order to shorten the divi- 
sion’s front lines. In view of the fact that the 
regiment had just uncovered a large dump of 
» Jajianese beer and soft drinks the men fell back 

with reluctance. 'Wl\ile the units took up their 
new positions Colonel Craig sent a platoon to- 
ward the brigade lines with instructions to 
make contact and gain information of the 
enemy activities along the route. The patrol 
retuiaied about 1800 after completing its 
mission.® 

In the center, the 21st Marines started toward 
the D-2 line with battalions abreast. The 2d 
Battalion, charged with maintaining contact 
with the Bd Marines on the left, by-passed re- 
sistance in a ravine and went on to the D-2 line. 
Company E remained behind to mop up and 
completed its job before noon. Later, over 2.50 
enemy dead were buried in this ravine, many 
of whom had been killed by the air strikes and 
the artillery and moi'tar prei)arations placed 
there on the 24th. 

The Bd Battalion, on the right of the regi- 
mental zone, moved to the 0-2 line without 
meeting any resistance. But the 1st did not 
have the same good fortune. As it began to 
advance, the left flank nece.ssarily became ex- 
posed because 2/21 and the Bd Marines started 
theii- attack well in the rear of D-1. After 
gaining only BOO yards, point-blank artillery 
fire enfiladed tbe left company and stoi)ped for- 
ward progress. Lieutenant Coloiwl Williams 
requested air support but it could not be ob- 
tained as all available aircraft were engaged in 
missions having a higher i)rioritj'. Artillery 
could not take the enemy guns under fire 
becau.se. of a mask created by the cliffs. 

“!)th Miir S.\R, 1‘; Oriiif/ iU'ii. 


The hill could not be by-pa.ssed, since the 
enemy had been launching many night counter- 
alt aeks from this area. In addition, tbe dapa- 
ne.se had heavily fortified the leverse slope with 
niacbinc guns, mortars, and well-emplaced 
artillery. So, with all sup|)orting weapons 
giving covering fiiv’, tlu! battalion, with a 
])latoon of tanks attached, buinched a limited 
objective attack. After the a.ssaulting infantry 
suffered crippling losses, the tanks moved in 
to hit the position and inflicted considerable 
damage to enemy installations. Even so, the 
position ])ioved untenable, and the troops with- 
drew to high gi'ound ju.st short of tbe Mt. 'Pei\jo 
Road whore they dug in for the night.* 

Lieutenant Colonel Duplantis’ Bd Battalion 
with (’oiu])any I on tbe left and K on the right, 
tied in with 1/21. An 800-yard gap, however, 
existed between 3/21 and the 9th Marines. 
Duplantis requested that Company L, in regi- 
mental reserve, be released to him to protect the 
exposed flank and give him a maneuvering ele- 
ment in case the Japane.se attem|)ted to retake 
the hill to his rear which dominated the Nidual 
and A.san River valleys. Colonel Butlei’ agreed 
and Company L took jiosition on the left bank 
of the upper reaches of the Asan River over- 
looking a dee.|) chasm filled with heavy jungle 
growth. This move gave depth to the bat- 
talion’s defenses and blocked the defile against 
enemy infiltration. A detachment from the 
division reconnaissance comi)any received the 
mission of patrolling the gap between the two 
regiments.’ 

On tbe extreme left of the division line, tbe 
3d Marines bad its job cut out. Four days of 
incessant fighting bad gained little terrain for 
maneuver. 'I'lie only solution was h) continue 
ferreting the enemy from the caves and holes 
that infested the Fonte approacbe.s. By DS.BII 
2/9, spearheading tbe 3d Marines' attack, was 
in position to pass through 1/B. 

Admii-al Conolly and General Geiger bad 
come ashore to check on the progre.ss of the 
division’s advance and were in tbe CB " when 
the final rounds of the ten-minute mortar and 
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iiHilk'ry jn’epanition fell. Promptly at, OtKIO 
assault fompaiiies left the line of (le|)arliire and 
executed a sj)irited passafre of lines, fiiviii'i the 
iinit tlie initiative, it needed. An hour later, 
aft.ei' overcoiuiiif; moderate resistance ami en- 
countering^ heavy mortar (ire, 2/0 captured the 
first objective (Mt. Teujo Road), {^iviiijr the 
Marines control of a much needed route over 
which taidcs could now be brought forward to 
help in the advance toward Fonte Plateau. 

While 2/9 reorganized to renew the attack, 
one ])latoon of Company (x started to clean up 
by-pas.sed enemy, but the operation was only 
partially succe.ssful. Small groui)S of Japa- 
ne.se continued to emerge from caves for three 
days, harassing battalion and company CP’s. 

During the morning the remainder of the :?d 
Marines slugged its way ahead. The effective 
use of mortal’s, artillery, tanks, and the basic 
infanti’y fire team reduced ))ockets of resistance. 
Py nightfall units reached the high ground 
overlooking the lower part of the Mt. Teujo 
Road. 

In anticipation of the attempt to take the 
Fonte hill mass, Ijieutenant Colonel Cushman 
requested taidc support for his battalion. Hut 
the (aides did not arrive early enough to help. 
About the time that other units of the Jld Ma- 
rines stopped for the day, 2/1) called for its pre- 
attack preparation. There is little doubt that 
the barrage of mortal’s, artillery, and naval gun- 
fire caused the enemy consternation. However, 
the same shelling disruiited Company F w^hen 
short rounds, reportedly from Marine artillery, 
fell in its area, causing 14 casualties.® 

The drive toward the Fonte Plateau got under 
way at 1530. The battalion encountered ojipo- 
sition of the most .stubborn and violent kind. 
Nevertheles.s, an hour later Marines held a hotly 
contested foothold on the sloiies leading to the 
objective. Heavy and determined eneni}' re- 
si.stance uece.ssitated pulling back the right (lank 
about 2()<t yards. Cushman narrowed a gaj) 
that had opened on the left flank by committing 

SAR. a. iliin.v Itmos when i>repimitiuns were 
IteiiiK tired, tlie Jaiianose would time their own artil- 
ler.v so that it would fall in Marine front lines. Com- 
ma nders, tldiikint; it sliort rounds, woidd stop the 
|)i’epnratlon to clieek for errors and thus give the enemj' 
time to disperse. 


his re.serve. Hy nightfall the unit formed a 
salient forward of the 3d Marine’s lines, but the 
left (lank was .still 400 yards short of the plateau 
iind the right 250 yard.s short. 

4'he four tanks requested earlier arrived just 
before dark, and the battalion commander 
jiitrked them near the road in rear of the line, 
since darkness prohibited employing them else- 
where with any degree of safety. About 1900, 
( 'orupany G, on the left (lank, had to be pulled 
back approximately 150 yaids to give better 
fields of (ire. This left Comiiany F, in the cen- 
ter of the salietit, holding tenaciously to a rocky 
mound well forward of the flank units.*® 

The day’s advance had stretched the divi- 
sion’s lines even farther than before, making 
over 9,000 ya rds that had to be controlled. Reg- 
iments and battalions had practically no in- 
fantry re.serves available, and one depleted unit 
(1/3) constituted the division reserve.'* On the 
brighter side, the .shoi’e party reported all 
AKA’s and APA’s unloaded.** Hut certain 
types of ammunition were on the scarce side, 
with the supply of 60mm illuminating shells 
especially critical since resupply was non- 
existent. 

Front line units, from their positions on the 
high ground ju.st captured, could finally ob.serve 
the country before them. Since W-Day Ma- 
rines had struggled to take the dominating 
terrain in this .sector, and now they were, es- 
tablished on its crest. It was something like 
cxiining uj) out of a hole in the ground. Look- 
ing across a stretch of open country, the men 
could see a mile-long I’idge that stretched down 
toward the rugged cliffs of Mt. Macajna. A 
trail joining an old Spanish I’oad which elbowed 
around the south edge of Fonte Ravine and 
ended in the Agana-Pago Bay Road led down 
the ridge. Directly in front of the battalions 
j”.in the road to Mt. Tenjo, curving past the 
fallen radio towers and the ruins of the enemy’s 
Fonte defense installations. More than a mile 
to the right were long grassy ridge.s. Above 
them ro.se the firm peak of Mt. Alulom, the thin 
outline of Mt. Chachao, and the summit of Mt. 

i hit!., 2-.’!. 
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Tenju, once pliiimeil as (he Marines sli-onphold 
ajjainst invasion, now tlie boniulary between 
divisions.” 

With the attack on Orote postponed for one 
day, General Sheplierd I)ad set about gettiiif; 
his brigade into the best possible positions. 
Front line, units took advantage of the time to 
reorganize, re-eqiiip, and rei)aii' worn gear, 
'riiis did not mean, however, that action was 
lacking during tliat day. On the contrary, 1/22 
sutfered .such heavy casualties that 1/4 replaced 
it at noon. In regard to the condition of the 
battalion at that time its executive officer wrote : 

. . . I would like to wiipimsize the point of our lioavy 
eusualtiGS by puintina out that by lltOO Companies 
H and C, which landed with 0 offlcors each, liad no 
officers left and both coinimnies were below .“>0% 
strength In enlisted as a result of casualties. Company 
A although in better shape also Imd lietivy casualties. 
We had lost both medical officers, over 50% of the 
corpsmen and numerous other headquarters personnel.” 

Following a 15-minute air and artillery 
prcjtaration the attack to get into position for 
the Orote assault had gotten undei' way at OStiO, 
25 July. The 1st and 3d Battalions of the 22d 
Marines ran into stiff opposition from the start. 
The Japanese poured destructive artillery fire 
on the 1st as it tried to move along (he coast 
road. Fi'om positions in the vicinity of Neye 
Island and others near the airfield on the 
peninsula, enemy artillerymen effectively jn-o- 
tected the strong points around the Dadi Beach 
area. 

The 3d Battalion, driving across the lowlands 
toward Apra Harbor, ran into a well-en- 
trenched enemy also. Cleverly camouflaged 
emplacements and numerous machine-gun nests 
su])ported concrete pilllmxes. Marines had to 
advance in the face of the withering fire with 
little cover or concealment, but progress was 
made. 

In addition, both of the. assault battalions ro- 
pul.sed tank-led counterattacks during the day. 
While hazooka teams delayed the. enemy armor, 
Marine Shermans rushed forward. Before the 
day was over, eight Japanese tanks had been 

”Cnpt P. D. Cariclon, “The Guam Operatinu.” Cain- 
puiljii for the MfiiiiinnH, ( Washlagtoii, H-2.3. 

” Ltr LtCul C. 11. t.awtou to author, l!(Dcc51. 


destroyed ami four ot hers .set iifire.'"’ F ront line 
units of 3/22 halted for the night just .short of 
the extensive mangrove swamp bordering Apra 
Harbor while 1/1, after completing the relief of 
1/22, dug in on the left, extending the brigade 
front to Dadi Beach. 

While the other two battalions of the regi- 
ment slugged it out with the Japanese, 2/22 did 
extensive patrolling. Combat patrols cleaned 
out areas in the rear of the assault units and 
searched the vicinity of Atantano. Other units 
went out to contact both the Army and the i)tli 
Marines. At noon the first mission had been 
accomplished when a detachment from the 77th 
Division came into the battalion’s command 
post. But the other was not completed until 
late in the afternoon when an out )>ost contacted 
a hth Marine patrol at the bridge acro.ss the Big 
Guatali Iliver. About the same lime, with 
orders to reinforce 3/22, Company E moved 
forward to go into position on the. right (lank 
of the Orote line.” 

By late afternoon the brigade had secured the 
area between Agat Bay and Apra Harbor. 
'I'lio main body of Jajianese in the south was 
now confined to the eight square miles of Orote 
I’eninsuhi. Commander Asaichi 'I'amai, UN. 
2()3d Air Group commander, had two alterna- 
tives: attempt to move some of his troops fuit 
by barges, or break through the Marines’ lines 
to join the Fonte defenders." Within the next 
12 hours he tried both. 

The enemy commander could count on a force 
of 2,500 troops, compo.se.d of the main strength 
of the naval garrison foire (54th Keihitai), 
remnants of the 3tith Infantry (mostly men of 
the 2d Battalion commanded by Major Kiyoji 
Okujo), two companies of antiaircraft troop.s, 
and about (iOO men from aviation s(iuadrons. 
In addition, some naval laborers had been 
pres,sed into military service.*" 

” l.sl rrov.MiirnrlK Jnl. 

“2/:;” .till. 

”(N)I 'I'.suuofaro SiKumaa, Goiiimiiiuler of llie asili 
Inf, was llie nriaiiml ciminiiimicr of llic Aant Dcft'iisc 
Sector which iiicluiled Orote Peninsula. I'llr Tainal 
succeeded to coiiunaiid of the Orole defenses aft<*r (!ol 
Suenaaa was killed on the niaht of 21-22.1 ul-t-l. 
Tiikiila Letter. 

"IlIAC S.Mt, IidelUpl. Final Eneni.v »)/»; IlIAC 
C-2 Periodic Itpt 7 ; 'J'ltkcila Letter. 
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In the afternoon of 25 July, Connnander 
Tania i (.lecitlecl to try his first jilan liy evacuat- 
ing parts of tlie garrison force from Orote. At 
approximate!)' 1700, enemy barges could be seen 
moving out into Apra Harbor from tlie vicinity 
of Snmay. Some individual tlapanese even 
tried to swim across to the mainland. Neitiier 
of the attempts [iroved successfnl. A handful 
of enemy may have penetrated the hail of fire 
that air and artillery drojiped on the harbcjr 
area, but the major formation was quickly scat- 
tered and destroyed.’” Now with the rear exit 
banged shut, tbe enemy commander prepared 
his remaining forces for frontal assanlt against 
Marine lines. 

JAPANESE BID FOR VICTORY 

After dusk, the intermittent showers that had 
been falling all day became more frequent. A 
heavy downpour hampered organization of the 
brigade’s defense for the night. On the other 
hand, the pitch blackne.ss and the nnplea.sant 
weather aided the Japanese in making prepa- 
rations for tlieir supreme effort. 

Marines in the front lines could hear scream- 
ing, yelling, laughter, and the. breaking of 
liottles as the Japanese made final arrange- 
ments. At times so much clamor could be 
beard that reports reached the command post 
that the assault had started. Afterwards 
someone ajitly said that the confusion “sounded 
like New Year’s Eve in the Zoo.” 

While the enemy made ready and drank, Ma- 
rino artillerymen laid down normal barrages 
along the swamp’s edge and at all other points 
of possible penetration. Shoilly before mid- 
night the Japanese commanders felt that their 
men had reached the proper emotional state, 
and the assanlt began. *SV//cc-cra/.ed attackers 
swarmed fiom (he cover of (he mangroves in 
front of the .‘Id Battalion, 22d Marines. Led by 
flag-waving, sword-swinging ollicers, the en- 
listed men s(und)led forward, carrying every- 
thing conceivable. Unsteady hands clutched 
pitchforks, sticks, ballbiits, and pieces of broken 
bottles, together with the normal infantry 
weapon.s. 

” 1st 1‘iovMiiiBriK WO, l.Tu(-10.\ug44, (); l ltli Dcfllu 
WI ), .Inly 11)44, 0. 
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When the surging J aiianese mass came within 
range, Marine forward observers and company 
commanders gave the order to commence firing. 
Brigade, 77th Division, and corps artillery, 
.‘37mm guns, 81mm and (iOmm mortars, machine 
guns, rifles, and grenades saturated the entire 
area. At one time officers brought the fire of 
(he Pack Howitzer Battalion, ‘22d Marines, to 
within ;35 yards of .V22’s front lines in an at- 
tempt to sto|» the swarming horde."” One wea- 
])ons company lieutenant reported: “Arms and 
legs flew like, snowflakes. J.aps ran amuck. 
They screamed in terror until they died.””' 
But in a powerful attack it is inevitable that 
some men will seeji through the blocking fire. 
Company L, !3/22, received the brunt of the sub- 
siding attack and repulsed it before too much 
damage could be. done. Those Jajiane.se who 
survived fled to the momentary safety of the 
swamp. But observers shifted the artillery fire 
and between midnight and 0200 some 2fi,00() 
shells took a heavy toll of the remaining 
jieninsular defenders.”” 

On the right flank of the 22d Marines a sec- 
ond counterattack hit. The, Ixland War de- 
scribes the action quite vividly: 

... At il.s lu-iglit, (lares revealeil on out-of-this- 
world pietui'e of Nipixine.se drunks reeling about in our 
forward iKisitious, fulling into foxholes, to.ssing aim- 
le.ss grenades here and Ihere, yelling such Knglisli 
phrn.ses as they had managed to pick up, and laughing 
crazily, to 1 k‘ exterminated in savage elose-in liglitiug. 
Succeeding waves were caught in a deadly cross-fire. 
Mot until dawn did tills attack llnally dwindle out, at 
which time more limn four hundred liodies were 
counted in front of the position.”’ 

In contrast to the frenzied close quarter ac- 
tion in the .3/22 zone, the jilatoon from Com- 
jiany A (l/'f) that filletl the gaji between the 
two regiments ])artici|)ated in a shooting gal- 
lery affair with the Jajianese. Enemy troops 
made nt) attcinjit at a concerted attack, and the 
[ilatoon jilus artillery, without the loss of a 

•' Interview with Col E. C. Fi'rguson, ZSNovnz, here- 
inafter cited us FvruHHon interview. 

” Ttie IsUnid War, 279. 

“To repulse the counterattack, tires of HI Corps 
Arty and 77th Dlv artillery Imttalious a.ssigned to tlie 
lirigade wore added to those of the pack howitzer units. 
1st I’rovMarBrig Jnl. 

“ The Inland War, 281. 


siiifi;lo Mariiu', killod “iad linpiTial sol<liiMS. 
'Phis fantastic lij^iirp was vcrilicd by ollicers 
from rojjinumt tl\c followiiijj morninjj:.^^ 

Some of tlu! com|ianie.s exhanstetl tlicir sup- 
plies of ammunition and had to be rcplenishtul 
dnriiif!; the night. With tl>o torrential rains 
making the roads a quagmire, transportation 
conld not operate. Everything had to be man- 
handled through the chitehing muck : casualties 
moving to the rear and supplies to the front. 
Many of the wounded could not be evacuated 
until moi ning in spite of the tremendous efforts 
<»f corpsmen and .stretcher bearers. 

J)aylight revealed a strange and gruesome 
scene. Within the lines many fo.xlioles contain- 
ing Marines and Japanese still locked in a death 
struggle gave evidence of the violence of the 
night. Broken sticks, ballbats, and weapons 
lay in hits, .smashed by the force of hand-to- 
hand combat. Weary Marines could be seen 
trudging down the slope helping wounded men 
to aid stations. It had been a severe struggle, 
but the lines were still intact, and the Japanese 
break-through attempt had been stopped. Now 
Commander Tamai had no choice ; his “Sunday 
punch” had failed, and he could do nothing but 
defend until annihilated. 

While the brigade repelled its counterattack, 
the 3d Marine Division was engaged in an 
equally serious effort. As a part of the over-all 
plan of the enemy commander to “solve the 
is.sue of the battle at a single stroke by an all 
f)Ut counterattack,” “ the Japanese launched a 
well -organized assault against the Asan beach- 
head.=“ 

When General Takashina found his beach 
defenses sma.shed, he planned to regroup his 
forces in the Fonte-Chachao-Tenjo area. Here 
he ex])ected to beat back (he Marine attack by 

=‘1/4 Wl>, aO.Miiy-fl.Sept44, 4; Interview with Capt 
VV. A. Kerr, 22.ian52. 

DcfcnHc of Oiiaiu. 

=“To obtain an accurate picture of llio .Iapane.se 
counterattack on the Sd MarDlv front a variety of 
sources have been consulted. Tlie consolidated account 
presented was obtained from journals, diaries, his- 
tories, and operation reports of the units involved, 
lioth American and Japanese. Letters from key olli- 
cer participants were esi)eciaily beipful. Citations 
have been kept to a neces.sary niininiuin in this section 
to avoid mK;dless confusion. 



MANGROVE SWAMP on Orote Penin.snla, lircoilinn point 
of tlio banzai attack against tlio 22cl Marines on llie. 
night of 25-20 July. 


a defen.se in position. But by *23 July he felt 
(hat holding tactics wei'e not ticcomplishing his 
mission. Therefore, he formulated plans to 
make a countermove calculated to drive the in- 
vaders into the sea.“= 

In contrast to the disjointed, unorganized, 
hmizai charges that Marines had encountered 
throughout the Pacilic fighting, Takii.shina 
planned a coordinated counterattack by the de- 
fenders. He dispatched orders and overlays 
with complete instructions to all units, and 
moved his reserves into position. Troops which 
had been located in the Turnon, Agana, and 
I’ago areas were assembled to i)articii)ate in 
the Fonte counteroffensive. Finally com- 
manders reported everything in readiness. 

The scheme of maneuver called for the. 18th 
Regiment (less the 1st Battalion), commanded 
by Colonel Hiko-Shiro Ohashi,'-^* to attack on a 
two battalion front. (Sec Map IG, .Map Sec- 
tion) On the right, 2/18 woidd jmsh down the 
east draw of the Asan River and .set up a de- 
fensive position on the high ground above A.san 
Point. The 3d Battalion, after moving down 
the Nidual River valley, would take the com- 
manding ground southwe.st of Asan Point. A n 
unidentified unit, probably a company of (he 
loth Independent Mixed Regiment, was to pro- 
tect the left (tank f)f the a.ssault regiment. 

On (he right of the 18th Regiment, Takashina 
assigned the ISth Independent Mi.xed Brigade 

” Tal.-i da. 

=*('ol Olui.slil and bolli of lii.s liatlaliou connimiiders 
were killed during the eouulerallaek. Takrita l.rllcr. 
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(he task of destroyinff the tkl Marines. From 
tlie Fonto Fhiteau, the unit would drive toward 
Red Beach 2, tlien swing northeast to hit am- 
munition and s>ip[)1y dumps at the base of 
Chonito Clitr.^ In conjunction witli this i)art 
of the attack, sjiecial small units had been 
equipped with demolition charges to destroy 
artillery pieces, vehicles, and installations. The 
entire operation would be sup))orted by mortar 
and artillery fire. 

American high-level intelligence had not re- 
ported the imminence of a largo scale counter- 
ofl'ensive but some lower unit commanders had 
.sensed it and indicated to their headquarters 
unusual enemy activity on 24 July. At day- 
break ii patrol from 3/21 observed a group of 
about 12 senior Japanese officers on a hill over- 
looking the Marines’ beachhead. Thro\ighout 
the day [irobing attacks had stepped up in fre- 
quency and intensity. To some officers, these 
signs pointed toward a major counterattack.^” 
Nevertlieless, so effectively did the enemy con- 
ceal his exact plans that to this day it is hard 
to say at just what hour the operation started 
on the night of 25-26 July. Perhaps the first 
real indication was a 12th Marines forward 
observer’s report sent in at 2330 that the Jai>- 
anese liad very active patrols in the gap between 
the 9th and 21st Marines. 

During the next hour reports started to filter 
in from units all along the line telling of sharp 
probing attacks. Still there was nothing to 
cause undue alarm; the.se were not new tactics 
for the unpredictable Japanese. But this time 
the enemy intended to do more than just find 
infiltration routes through the lines. He plan- 
ned to exploit tlie.se weak spots. 

The strongest of the feeler attcmjis hit the 
reconnaissance unit jiatrolling between the 9th 
and 21st Marines. About 50 enemy soldiers 
forced the Marines to abandon this mission, thus 
leaving the 800-yard gap between the two regi- 
ments unguarde<l.“’ About the same time the 
men of 2/21 withstood a bayonet charge in the 

” The dctailGd jiliin of the .lapiine.se iittiick was 
token from a mai) found on tfie body of Maj Clnisa 
Mnruyiinia, Commiindini; Officer, 2d Bn, l.Stli Inf. 

“ Diiiilniilin. l!),j'2, 

Ltr I.tCol K. A. Clark to author, lU.)an.S2, liereiu- 
after cited as Clark. 
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center of the regiment’s zone. All 15 of the 
iittiicking soldiers were killed. 

Although all of these short, sharp thrusts hit 
different [loints along the etitiro front, they 
were part of the over-all jilan to keej) the Ma- 
rines off balance. Enemy flares, many of which 
fell within .faptineso lines causing considerable 
speculation among amazitd Americans, lit uj) 
the sky over the perimeter. It was later de- 
termined that the flares lighted certain areas 
to guide the scattered Nipponese to their as- 
sembly points. Heavy mortar and artillery 
concentrations served to cover these movements 
and to harass the howitzer crews of the 12th 
Marines. 

Artillei’y fired from gunpits that were knee- 
deep in wafer in an attempt to silence enemy 
guns firing from the vicinity of Agana. Front 
lino infantrymen peered through the wet under- 
brush trying to see what moved in front of 
them. The cold and dampness became more 
aggravating and Marines crouched lower in 
their foxholes. Mortar and artillery shells 
burst more frequently on the ridge line. Sud- 
denly at about 0400, a volley of hand grenades 
landed on and behind the lines of the 1st Bat- 
talion, 2lst Marines. Then the mass attack 
began. 

Major Mariiyama’s men (2/18) advanced 
noisily, shouting, “Wake up American and die.” 
The initial impetus of the assault pa.ssed com- 
pletely over Company B in the center, previ- 
ously re<luced to about 50 men, and streamed 
through the gap down a draw toward the cliff. 
Despite the breakthrough, companies held the 
shoulders of the penetration and Lieutenant 
Colonel Williams ordered the units to refuse 
their flaidcs to the cli If. Company A on the left, 
commanded by Captain William G. Shoe- 
maker,”^ rallied in the face of the withering 
fire and overwhelming numbers. Shoemaker 
jiulled back his right platoon to deny his flank 
to the enemy and to permit regroui)ing for a 
local counteratlack.“ Company C (Captain 
Henry M. Helgren, Jr.) also successfully re- 

” Cnpt Shoemnker wn.s kilh-d on :!Aus44 duriiii' the 
cxplottutlon [dmse on Giiaiii. 

“ Ltr Lt Col U. It. Van Stockimi to Historical Branch, 
150ctu2. 


fused its flank' to |ii'olce( tlio position and iin- 
inodiatoly bojran firing into tlie onrushine; ,)ap- 
imese. 

Tanks parked in the rear of the Marine ]iosi- 
tions took a {Treat toll as the intruders siirjred 
through the widening gap. One report de- 
scribed the rush on tlie tanks as resembling a 
horde of ants. It went on to say of the Nippon- 
ese : 

Savjigely tliey swarmed apoa tlio aa'claialy.ed ve- 
hicles, oliUvitais of tlie viciiias aiaeliiae-aaa lire, and 
fraatically itoaaded, kicked, and li<<at aaaiast lht> tur- 
rets ia aa attempt to Kct tlie ei’cw witliia. Wliea lids 
sectaed futile tliey leaiied to tlie jrrouad and eiiatiuued 
their wild rush down tlie draw to tlie rear areas. . . 

Demolition charges were foi'gotten in the mad 
Bcramble to reach deeper into Marine-held terri- 
tory. 

Machine gunners of 1/21 had a field day. 
Never had they seen such lucrative fargets, but 
grenades and bayonets soon silenced the Mti- 
rines as enemj’ soldiers overran (he gun posi- 
(ions. Many of the Japanese were killed as 
they moved through the lines tmd into the 
ravine. However, enough of them got down 
the cliff to attack the 1st Hattalion C’P and the 
mortar platoons of the 2d and 1st Ihittiilions, 
killing most of the inortarmen in the latter. 

About the same time, the .'Id Battalion, ISth 
Ilegiinent (Major Se.tsuo Ynkioka), launched 
its part of the coordinated drive. The assault 
hit ;V*-1 and momentarily gained the advantage 
by cajitnring two machine-gun positions. The 
Marine lines I'ecovered <piickly, however, ami a 
local counterattack retook the guns. 'I'he 
enemy attack failed to crack the line again, lint 
the Im|jerial soldiei's were not to be denied. 
They slid along the front until they hit the 
vulnerable sjiot on the right flank of the bat- 
talion. It will bo remembered that an 800-yard 
gap existed here between the 21st and 0th 
Marines. 

Led by lantern carrying scouts,” Yukioka's 
men started through the unguarded part of the 

” IslLt K. (kililmln, preliminary draft of ltd MarDiv 
Hi-slory, J(I. 

"Smalt metal lanterns with narrow silts in tlm 
rearward side were used by the .tapanese scouts to 
inalntalii directioii. The nioinlng after the attack 
Marines found several lanterns scattered along the 
enemy's route of attack. Diiiilantix, 


line in a coluinu. Ihil a roadbhick Liiuitcnaul 
Ctilonel Duplantis liad posit'd a.stride a trail 
.skirting tlie right (lank of the battalion opt'iieil 
up with B.Mi’.s'. bazookas, rifles, and hand 
grenade.s. Duplantis ctimmittcd his rcsei've to 
protect the rear of Company K, but the enemy 
strength was too great; (he roadblock and the 
re.serve unit fought a losing battle against 
overwhelming odils. Ynkioka took full ail- 
vantage of the gap and t'Xploited his sncct'ss. 
He set up a line on the high ground behind 
11/-1- From these positions his men could 
harass the front lines and at the same time 
besiege the CP. 'I’he effect ivene.ss of (he 
sfranglehold can best be judged by the fact that 
Duplantis sent word to the division com- 
mander that he was burying his cipher device in 
case tlie enemy laiptured his (’P.™ 

Over in the dd Marines .sector, fighting was 
even more confu.sed. 'I'lie 2d Battalion, !)fh 
Marines, in its exposed jHisition, receiveil (he 
brunt of tbe Japanese ISth Brigade’s attack. 
Just when the main push came is hard to tell. 
Pre.ssure against Lieutenant Colonel Cn.shman's 
units had not let up since they moved onto the 
slo|H's leading to the Fonte Plateau in late aft- 
ernoon. Evacuation of the wounded had heen 
almost impossible and the situation at dusk 
was none too secure. After an inten.se day of 
fighting, ammunition was practically exhausted, 
and the dribble of supplies carried up the cliff 
trail could hardly be expected to replace even 
a third of that already expended. A platoon 
of tanks loaded with ammunition war dis- 
jiati’lied to the battalion, but darkne.ss settled 
with no word from this convoy. 

Enemy pressure incieaseil as tbe niglit wore 
on, and fighting in the 2/i) area became more 
bitter. Cushman moved his reserve company 
up to reinforce (he position held by the advance 
assault unit; the right company, driven back 
in the afternoon, had been reorganized and now 
guarded the ga|i between the regiment's right 
flank ami the 21s( Marines. Riflemen had only 
two clips of ammunition ))ci' rifle, ami mortai'- 
men reported approximately six rounds per 
tube available. But still lujthing was heard 
fnan the .supply vehicles. Finally, ju.st as (he 
Japane.se lannchcd another .strong connterat- 

^ Sd ititrD'iv t.54. 
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tack, the ainiiiunition-luden tanks came into the 
position. Tlie vicious fif^hting in tlie sector 
definitely subsided by 0900, but the attack had 
cost 2/9 over 50 percent casualties. It had, 
however, resulted in 950 Japanese dead.^^ 
Seven determined counterattacks had been 
made by the enemy, but the equally determined 
men of tlie 2d Battalion, 9th Marines had lost 
no ground. 

Shortly after the main Japanese attack 
started, it became evident that all available per- 
sonnel would have to be used to stabilize the 
bending lines. The division had been hard hit 
while securing the beachhead, and organized 
reserve units were not available. Any addi- 

’'Ltr Iit('ol W. T. Glass to author, 2.^Jan52, herein- 
after cited a.s Oltigs. 


tional manpower would have to come from other 
than infantry units. Division headquarters 
alerted the 19th Marines at 0420 and ordered 
them to assemble, ready for any emergency. 
The 2d Separate Engineer Battalion ^ was as- 
signed later to back up the 3d Marines. 
Within the next hour calls went out to Division 
Headquarters, 3d Service, and 3d Motor Trans- 
port Battalions, and the 797 men who could be 
spared were organized into makeshift units. 
Badly depleted 1/3 also received the word to 
stand by for possible action. 

“ The 2d SepEiigBn was part of tlie division eiifjiueer 
landing group whose other components were the lUtli 
Mar (less 1st and 2d 15ns), Co 15, 2d NavConstl5n, and 
the Garrison I5eaeh Party. 3d MarDiv Opl’lan 2— W. 
13May44. 



STRETCHERS for wounded Marines lie scattered among tlie bodies of Japanese dead in the wake of the attack on the 
3d Division hospital which was repulsed by corpsnien, doctors, and walking wounded. 


82 




Artill(M\y imits si'( up tlicir own pi-rimi-tfr 
defenses to try to iivoid I lie ciipl ure or destruc- 
tion of pieces, as had liappened at Sai|)an.'"’ 
Advance intelli<rence had wai ned of (he special 
Japanase demolition teams trained for such 
missions, and the I'ith Marines intendeil to be 
ready. Short handed crews stepped up their 
rate of (ire to meet infantry reiiuirements. A 
stead}' stream of shells whined overhead as they 
barely cleared the ridf^e line. Forward ob- 
servers “crejit” their (ire toward the front lines, 
allowinjj only the minimum mai'fiin of safety.'® 
Shells landed so close to friendly troops (hat 
the executive oHicer of the 4th Battalion, I2th 
Marines later wrote: 

Shortly after the attack hettan, 1 was awakened hy 
an anusiial rate of artillery firliiR. In the early dawn 
liKht it eoiiid he seiai Ihal the shellN wi>re hitting the 
loji-s of the rldttes in the vieinily of the 21st Marines 
front lines. Bodies could he seen Ilyins in tiie air 
as the shells exploded. . . . not knowinc of the eonn- 
tenittaek, I rushed to the operations tent heliovint; 
that the artillery was fallinj' sliort on our own trooiis." 

AVhile the precautionary mciisures were heinff 
carried out in the beach areas, the 1st Battalion, 
21st Marines was trying to repel the attack on 
its CP. Regitnent rushed its attached engineer 
comjtany (Company B, I'.Mh Marines) and three 
platoons of the Weapons Company up to Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Williams’ headquarters. With 
this added strength, the battalion counter- 
attacked and restored its lines. Cooks, clerks, 
bakers, and communicators, who had been or- 
ganized into a platoon commanded by 2d Lieu- 
tenant Jo.seph Y. Cui'tis (S-1), cleared the 
enemy from around the CP. Then the group 
assisted the mortar platoons in mopping up the 

"" For a coaiplete dcscriptt<pji of this action see 
HfiilxiH, 224. 

"Normally, la adjust iat; lire, a forward ohserver 
will get a rouail over (lieyoad the tarset from the 
ohserver) and Ihi'n dt'crca.se his raat;i' (o he sure he 
Kols a short round (one which is hetweea the larRet 
aad the ohserver). The resaltiaR "hracket” is then 
split until the coriwt rau(?e is olitained ami lire can 
he expwled to he effective. However, with lla? lire 
already so close to friendly troops that it was danKcr- 
ous to try for a hracket, the raa(;e was decreased hit 
hy hit until any further dro)i in rani;o would re.snlt 
in rounds falling on Marines. This proee.ss i.s referred 
to a.s “crceiiing’’ and is not consiilercd iiroper adjust- 
ment procedure. It is used only in emergencies. 

*' BcUcr. 


l•(>ill■ aiTU, Even I hough commuuications Ittid 
hetm lost, (he. iliicci sui)])oij atlillety htdlttliou 
(2/1*2) deliveietl clo.se-iii-lices thfoughoiit (he 
night to assist in .stopping (ho Jiipancse 
iis.sanlt.’*® 

When Colonel Btitler found his feoufc line 
units wetikeiiing from the hetivy ju'essure and 
many ciisiiallies siiifered, ho hurriedly orderetl 
(ho e.s(id)lishmi‘nt of a regimental reserve line. 
Lieutenani Colonel Ernest, W. Fry, Jr., regi- 
mental executive odicer, .set tip (he defense on 
the. high ground immedititely overlooking the 
beach. It was a composite groiq) that maimed 
the |)Osition, consisting of units from (Company 
E, Itith Mttrinos (pioneers) ; Ileadtpiarters iiml 
Service Comjtany, 21st Marinos; elements from 
(he :kl Motor Transport Battalion, and some 
men from 2d Battiilion, 12(h Marines. This 
gitve (he regiment ti second line of defense in 
case the Ja))anese broke, through in force. 

This set-up, however, was not organized iit 
time to stop the. enemy troops (hat had surged 
through the gtip between the 0th and 21st Ma- 
rines. Mtiny of these parties were the demoli- 
tion squads (hat had the mission of destroying 
the artillery and blowing up dumps near the 
beach. Following (he ravines tiud deliles lead- 
ing ilown to the. sea, it was inevitable that (hey 
would stumble into the Division Hospital iirea. 

The (irst warning ctime about (KUO when 
corpsmen reported that a number of enemy 
soldiers could be seen on (he high ground to the 
right of the hospital. Division headiiuarters 
immetliately onlered Lieutenant Colonel (Jeorge 
O. Van Orden (Division Infantry 'riiiiniiig 
Ollicer) to take connniind of two companies of 
Itioneers standing hy for just such an event ii- 
ality and clear the enemy from the hard-pressed 
tirea. 

At the hosjtital, doctors ordered jmtients to 
evacuiite (he tents ami go to the beach. On- 
lookers saw a pathetic, sight as hiilf-clothed, 
hiindaged men hobbled down (he coast road 
helping the more seriously wotinded to safety. 
Forty-one of the jititients grabbed rides, ctir- 
hiiies, hand greitiide.s, and wluttever el.se they 
could lind and joined the battle. 'I'lie ho.spital 
doctors, corpsmen, and ptijama-chid patients 

" l.tr t'ol M. r, Williams to C'.M(t, ii()cl.'.2. 
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MARINE RESERVES hastily assoiiibled from 3d Division headquartors, eiu;inccr, and service units scramble up a 
hillside near tlie Nidual River as they seek out Japanese that penetrated front lines in the 25-26 July counterattack. 


presented u rare sif^lit as they formed a defen- 
.sive line around the. tents. It was a solid line, 
however, and one that held until the recently 
organized reinforcements arrived. 

Only one patient was wounded dnrinfr the 
fighting, blit one medical ollicer and one corps- 
man later died of wounds. The casualty list 
also included one medical oflicer, one dental of- 
ficer, one Navy warrant officer, 12 corpsmen, 
and IG Marines from the medical companies 
wounded in action.^^ This does not include 
those casualties suffered by Lieutenant Colonel 
Van Orden’s force. 

“Cdr It. It. Callaway, (MC), “The Third Medical 
Battalion in Action: Bougainvilte and Guam,'’ His- 
torical Study, MCS SenCourse (l‘J48-49), hereinafter 
cited ns Ctillii icay Study. 


After cleaning out the assigned area. Colonel 
Van Oi’den proceeded up the Nidual River Val- 
ley in pursuit of the fleeing Japane.se. 'I'he 
attack had pushed the enemy back to the hill at 
the head of the ravine by 1100, but a request to 
.send a Marine patrol to the ridge to determine 
the hostile strength was denied. Other plans 
had already been made for the assault of this 
dominating terrain. 

It was from this high ground that Major 
Yukioka’s men parali'zed the operation of 
•V‘Jl’s CP and threatened the flank of both the 
!)th and 21st Marines. Machine guns raked the 
back of Company K and deadly mortar fire fell 
on the command post. As it grew light Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Duplantis called for artillery 
fire on top of the hill but division headquarters 
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<I(‘nic'(l tlicmjin'st hpcaiisc* of the confiisiul sitiiii- 
(ion. Iiistoiid, the t)tli Marinos received orders 
to capture the hill. 

Colonel Craiff assi<rned the mission to the 
regimental reserve, Company L (Ideiitenanl 
David II. Lewis), hut directed Major Harohl 
<’. Boehm, executive ollicer of 1/!) who had been 
over the ground ])reviously, to lake command. 
Covered by artillery lire, Boehm and Lewis 
moved theii' men up ( he left hranch of the .Ma.sso 
River to get into position behind the defendei's. 
Concealed by the ridge line, the, unit inched its 
way to within 2r)0 yards of the enemy before 
being detected. 'IVith supporting macbine-gun 
fire from Company B (1/9), the assault carried 
the hill killing 23 Japanese'^ and forcing the 
remainder into the firing line built up by 3/21. 
Those not killeil Ihnl into the draw to the north. 
Casualties to the Mai'ines d\iring the action 
were one killed and three Avonnded.^® Boehm 
then organized the hill for defense and tied in 
the flanks of the 9th and 21st. The success of 
this comi)any action is best indicated by the re- 
marks of the operations ollicer of 3/21 : 

Had not tlie unit coinmundiHl by Major Boobm re- 
lieved the :id Battalion’s Cl’, many of tlie wonndeil 
(of wldcli there wen* alioiit 2"i) would have died. 
Belief of till' CP made imssihle ilie evacuation of the 
woiinded from front line.s to tlie baltatlou lirst-aid 
station and tlien to the rear. One of the oiitstandiuK 
a.siHK'ts of tlii.s action was Major Boehm's sjieed, tactl- 
c:il skill, and uiierriiiK direction of attack. Had this 
atta<-k been niisdire<-ted. ills men could have killed 
many of the remaining itcrsonnel in llic CP, a.s w(!ll as 
tlie .laptinest*." 

While, this action was taking place, the 12th 
Marines Cl* and several of its battalions were 
engaged in slopping the suicide squad attacks.*' 

"AIIIioukIi only 21! Jaimnese were killed in takiut; 
the liill .Marin<*s counted over .‘!()0 liodies in tlie ai'ea of 
•V21 CP, around tlie riKlit Hank of Cotu|iauy K, and 
immediately In front of that unit. DiiiiliiiiHs lil'i'i. 

“ :</!) S.Ut, 2. 

“ Ltr LtCol I’. M. .Tones to CMC, 21Nov."2. 

"Tliese were utiits that were osiiecially orttani'/.eil 
and eauipiM'd to destroy artillery. Tliey were to force 
tlieir way IhroiiKh the front lines under cover of dark- 
ne.ss. make a suniri.se attack, and demolisli the aun.'^ 
wltli demolition eharaes. Tlii.s metliod of attack calied 
for men of exceiitioiial courage, determlmitloii, and 
daring and to <|Uole tlie Jaimnese order, ‘'men liaviiig 
a sincere ilesire to die for the Kniiieror.” 12tli .Mar 
S.Ui for 2(JJuly44, 1. 


In order to ha\o these parlies in position to 
make their foray in conjunct ion with the all-out 
olfensive, enemy commanders had ordered the 
groups to inlillrale behind Marine lines on the 
tiiglil of 24-‘J.^t duly. AVith typical dapanese 
patit'iice, the raiders lay hidden in caves all day. 
As soon as darkne.ss came on I he night of 2.5-21! 
.Inly the}' started firing random shots into the 
lietidquiirlers of the 12th .Marines and began lo 
move in small groups down the Asaii Vtilley. 
A hand grenade duel went oti during the early 
hours of daikne.s.s, but some of the intruders 
sought the safer confines of a cave not 20 feet 
from the headtpiarter's fire direct ion cetiler. .V 
harrowing ineidetit that took place in this hide- 
out was related by the regiment’s e.xecutive 
ollicer; 

... A Marine was already in tlie cave and liail gone 
to sici-ii. It was an cxcelleiil slicltcr fi'niii the iiiglilly 
mortar and artillery lire. Tlie .laiiaiiese crawled in 
mi top of liiiu and he could not get out. tie couldn't 
use Ins carbiiie liwause they wi'i'e sitting on it. lie 
.stayed lliere wltli llieiu all niglit willioiil llieiii discov- 
ering liiiu. 'I'liey must have thoiighl. Jiimnied against 
liim ill the diirkni'ss. Ihiit lie was one of lliem. .lust 
before daybreak Ibe .Iapane.se left (lie cave and the 
Marine got out and scranililed up the Imnk as tlie day- 
light ligliling got well underway. I don't reioember 
this .Marine’s iiaiiie. but as I rei'iill lie liad to be evac- 
uated tliat day as a mental patient. The strain of 
spending the niglit packed into the cave wltli tile .lapa- 
iiese drove liiiii insane, at least lemiiorarily.” 

Tho artillerymen’s jierimeler defense held, 
and only one of the enemy succeeiled in getting 
through to the gtins. He was killed in the 3d 
Battalion's area Indore he could do any damage. 
In the live-hour long lighting around the regi- 
mentiil he.'tdtpiarters, 17 explosive-laden Ja|)a- 
ne.se died. .Mo.st of them carried packs con- 
taining about 20 jioiinds of TNT with ready 
detomitors, while others carried magnetic 
mines. AVilh the coming of daylight, patrols 
went out to clean up any troops that might 
cause (rouble later in the day. .Men of the 12lh 
Marines killed approximately .5lM)0 more 
enemy .soldiers and drove (he remainder into 
other areas where they were litpiidated one by 
one. 

.Alost of the confusion einled by noon, and al- 
though commanders did not know it at the time, 

"l.lr Col .1. S. I.e(cher lo CMC, I t.MiirlT. 
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AFTERMATH of the Japan&se counterattack finds bodies of the attackers strewn on a hillside typical of tlie terrain 
over whicli much of tiie battle was fought. 


tlie backbone of Japane.se resistance on Guam 
bad been broken. From the standpoint of the 
enemy, the initial attack had been well planned, 
coordinated, and executed.'” Excellent observa- 
tion from the Mt. Tenjo-Mt. Alutom-Mt, 
Chachao massif enabled him to determine 
almost to a nnin the number of troops in the 
Afarines’ beachhead and their exact positions.'’® 
Iteconnaissance in force had located the weak 
spots in the line, and units were massed to ex- 

*"It. Is of interest to note (hat the .lapanese in carry- 
ing out their attack were able to folbrn’ some of the 
principles of warfare (mass, objective, .surprise, se- 
curity, coois'ration, olTcnsive, movement, economy of 
force, and slinpllclty) to the letter ; otbers they violated 
with utter disregard or wi*re unable to execute with 
prolicienc.v. 

“Upon capture of this nm.ssif ibrw' huge tele.scopes 
of 20 power were found. Looking through these one 
could almost make out the features of individual Ma- 
rines below. Practically every part of tlie lieachbead 
could be .seen througb these glasses from this high 
ground. Cruiy 1052. 


ploit the advantage. But from this point on, 
the Japanese plan began to break down. 

After the enemy broke throtigh they could 
not maintain contact, and as a restilt had no 
cohesive force to withstand the Marine.s’ coun- 
terattacks. Odicers leading the assault were 
among the first killed. Without their leaders 
the men in the ranks, unable to think for 
themselves, forgot the over-all plan. Elements 
within each component soon lost touch with the 
others, and individuals began slinking off into 
the ravines and caves. 

Another factor contributing to the failure of 
the attack was the American interdiction of all 
assembly areas by air, naval gunfire, and artil- 
lery. This stopped reinforcements from mov- 
ing into the Fonte area to bolster the enemy 
forces and follow up the original assault. 

But most credit for the defeat of the Jap- 
anese in this engagement must go to the in- 
dividual Marine and his training. Men from 
every type of unit in the division found them- 
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sfIvi'S in dose oonibat with (In* tMii'iuy. 

And the I’ccord slunds for itsdf. Thoy did 
more tlian a creditable job. In this rejxard (lie 
eoinments of (be execnlive ollicei' of 1/21 con- 
cornin«f Company 11, U>tU Marines are of in- 
terest: 

. . . The eiiBiiieer comiiiiiiy (Cmniiany H. I lielleve), 
or ii inujor jxirtloii llievt'nr, was |ilac(>(l into line anil 
altaeheil to I/L'I. I was imrticularly ini|iresscil with 
llie iiunilier of aniomatie weaiious lliey were nlile to 
in-o(lnc(‘ (from llieir oraanie velileles). Tliey advanced 
as a leadina eompany in at least one of onr altaeks and 
performed infantry duties witii credit. Tliis is an- 
otlier advantage of imsic training heing given to aii 
Marines." 

When the battle bad sttbsided, the Japanese 
found themselves in desperate straits, fienertil 
Takasbina Inid tbrowti seven of bis be.st bat- 
talions against the Marines atul bad lost tip- 
proxiniittely M.fiOO (:i,20<) iti frotit of the lines 
iind JlOO in the rear areas). This defeat so 
di.sorganized the remaitiing itnits that the Japa- 
tiese iiever again cottld regroitp for any sizable 
connterattiick oti Gttiim. 

This conditsion is confirmed by the testimony 
of the 2!)tli Divisioti’s opertitions ollicer, Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Takeda: 

It was estimated that it was no longer po.ssiiile to 
e.xpel the American forces from tile island tifter the 
results of the general counterattack of tlie nigtit of 
25 .Inly were collected in the morning to about noon 
of the 2tith. After this it was decided tlmt the .sole 
imrpo.se of combat woutd lie to intiicf lo.sses <m tlie 
American forces in the interior of the i.sland. The 
chief reasons for tlie foregoing e.stimate were: 

3. Tile lo.ss of commanders in tlie coiinteraltaek of 
2.5 .Inly, when up to il5'X of the ollicers (commissioned 
olllcers) of the sector defense forces' died. 

2. Thu personnel of eacli counterat lacking unit were 
greatly decrea.scd, tind companies were reduced to sev- 
eral men. 

:i. The large casualties caused a great drop in the 
morale of the survivors. 

4. Over t)l)% of tlie weapons were de.stroyed and 
combat ability greatly decreased. 

.5. The rear echelons of the American forces on Agat 
front landed In .s'uccessive waves and advanced. Tliere 
was little streiiglli I'emalning on lliat front and the 
strength for cimnlerattacks liecame nonexistent. 

G. Tlie Orote I’eninsuhi defense force iM-rished 
entirely. 

" I'dii Kl<irkiiiii. 

":id .Mai'Dlv SAll, Op.Narrati ve, C. 


7. There was no ex|M>clalion of suiiporl from .lapa- 
nese naval and air forces outside tlie island, 

Considering tlie forgoing points till together, it lie- 
came clear that it was imim.ssible to counterattack and 
expel the enemy tiloiie." 

'I’lie Miii'iiies coiiUl look at tlieif perrofmaiu'e 
with It good doitl of sal isriiH ion. Ijuss lliiiii 
7,000 front line rillomen litid been ettveringover 
!),()()() yards of terrain and still bad beaten back 
tlie best the enemy bad to offer, (’asinilties bad 
been heavy but in (be words of (Jeneral 'riirn- 
age, "It was a grand victory for ns.”"” In the 
.same, meniorandiini, however, the general 
warned of ti po.ssible renewed atteinpl by an 
even greater force on t be night of 2(i-27 .1 iily. 

'I'liis ominous warning was followed with a 
defense order issued at l.'MO setting tip an enier- 
gency division reserve, eomiiosed of service anti 
snp])ort troops, under eomniand of LienlenanI 
Colonel Van Orden. Each unit of the task or- 
giinization wtis assigned an alert area (bat 
would be oeenined |irior to darkness each day 
until fnriber notice. In ollieial terminology, 
the employment of the reserve would be: 

. , . on Oivisioii ucdcr to iii'eveiit a peiiclraiioii of 
the lieach ureii iiml, in ca.se of siicli pcuelratioii, In im- 
mediately drive the enemy out. In case of iieiict ration 
liy night, the ciicniy spearheads will be held at all points 
and a strong counterattack laiinclied as soon after 
(layliglit as praeticalile." 

Other safegttards (Intt bad been taken earlier 
in the day (1145) ineinded tbe ordering of one 
battalion of tbe .‘5l)7tb (corps reserve) to assem- 
ble in (be vicinity of Piti Navy Yard. .\nd to 
help tighten tbe i)erimeter, IlieDlb Marines Inid 
.sliortened their lines by pulling back about 
1,500 yards to better defensive positions. 
.\bont tbe same time division directed all com- 
bat teams to start preparing si l ong defensive 
positions for tbe night. This included instrnc- 
(ions to use barbed wire and to get tbe most 

“ Tiikalit hcttcr, 

“‘Casually llgiirc.s for (he ltd Mai'Dlv (Ucinf) for 
the period '_‘.5-'27.Tiil 14 were reported as lilt! Kl.\, (115 
WIA, and 54 Ml.\. Tlie majority of ilie.se casualties 
were incurred during (lie counteralliick period. :id 
Mai'Dlv D-:t I’erlodic Hpts .5-7. 

"Llr ('(!, .'id MarDiv to di.slribntion list, 'Jli.Inll t, in 
D-1 .Till. 

":id .MarDiv DefOrder 1, 2G.lnlH, in D-1 .Ini. 
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1 ‘fFeclive covoraf^p from mortars, naval ffiinlirp, 
uiul artillery. 

The division was a cautions, alert, ami ex- 
pectant unit when corps moved ashore at 1300 
and set up its Cl* near Agat.” Even though 
the desperate enemy soi tie of the [)revious night 
liad seemed an all out (iffoi't, General Geiger 
also felt the Ja])anese had enough force remain- 
ing for another large-scale attack. No one. ex- 
cept the dapancse themselves knew the destruc- 
tive blow that had been dealt the defenders. 

BATTLE FOR OROTE: MARINE BARRACKS, 
GUAM RECAPTURED 

The spii’ited Japanese night as.sault against 
the brigade did not delay the Orotc I’eninsula 
attack of the Jth Marines on the morning of ‘2(1 
July. (See Map 17, Map Section) Following 
an excellent and well-coordiivated preparation 
by aviation, naval gunlire, and artillery, the 4th 
jumped otf at 0700. The plan of attack calletl 
for a column of battalions with the 1st spe.jir- 
heading the advance. With the 3d mopping up 
behind, units made good progress against light 
opposition until they encountered dilRcult ter- 
rain on the left. 

As the 22d Marines waited for the soften- 
ing-up preparation prior to its 0700 attack hour, 
shells began to fall on units of that regiment. 
At first the men thought that friendly artillery 
oi‘ naval gunlire causeil the trouble, but further 
checking indicated the enemy was again using 
one of his old ti-icks, timing his own artillei’y 
to coincide with American barrages. In any 
case, the lire had a demoralizing elTect on the 
troo[)s, and di.sorganized the 2‘2d to such an ex- 
tent that it crossed the lino of departure an 
hour late.“ 

This delay coujiled with the initial rapid 
movement of the 4th Marines resulteil in the 
right (lank of that unit becoming exposed. 
Con.sequently, Lieutenant Colonel Shapley sent 
a message shortly before noon lequesting per- 
mission to take over part of the 22d’s zone of 
action and continue the advance to the 0—1 line 
(vicinity of old Marine rifle range). This 

" ni.vo C-3 Jill. 

“ Isl froyMarUrig WD, J Jul-10Aug44, 10. 


would give Shapley room to enqdoy all bat- 
talions, pi-otect his right, and at the same time 
provide some relief to the depleted and fatigued 
a.ssault units of the 2‘2d. At 114.5, General 
Shepherd ordered the regimental boundary 
changed to the Agat-Sumay Hoad, making the 
22d rcsi)onsible only for the aiea east of that 
road.™ 

Meanwhile, (he 22d had reorganized ajid left 
the line of departure at 0800. Immediately to 
tlie front of the assault elements was the swamp 
that had been the bi-eeding s])ot of the Japanese 
counterattack the night before. Despite the 
blocking high-arched roots in the mangi-ove 
svvani[)s, patrols waded through mud and water 
waist deep to make certain that no sizable 
enemy unit still lurked there. Snipers slowed 
the advance, but by 1-245 Marines had success- 
fidly cleaied the area and contacted the 4th 
Regiment at R.J 15. 

Here the assault had to be channelized be- 
cause of the mangrove growth on the right of 
the road and a marsh on the left. The enemy 
had mined the 200-yard corridor with aerial 
bombs and was covering the area with automatic 
weapons from cleverly concealed pillboxes west 
of the road Junction. Tiinks that had been fol- 
lowing directly behind the infantry were called 
forward to set up a base of fire for the riflemeu 
who would move in to knock out the strong 
point. 

When the as.sault platoon got half-way across 
the gaj) between the tanks and the pillboxes that 
had halted the advance, the Ja[)anese opened 
fire from many brush-hidden mounds and 
stop|)ed the Maiines in their tracks. Tank 
commandei’s steiijjed-up their rate of fire, and 
observing with field gla.sses from o[)cn hatches 
adjusted within one and two foot margins to 
penetrate the bunker openings. 'I'liis silenced 
the Ja])ane.se gunners long enough for the iu- 
fanlry to crawl back to the protection of the 
tanks which had been firing only three or four 
feet over the heads of the troops. 

Mortar fire continued to fall on the attackei's, 
and the 22d Marines Tank Company com- 
mander contacted hisliaison team at the artillery 
fire direction center and asked for high-angle 
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fire.'"’ 'I'his would eiiiiblo the tiink obsoi'vers 
to brinj>: lire on tlie inortnrs eniplucod bebiiid 
tlie well-ciimoiilbified mounds. 'I'liis (ire was 
|)rouiptIy delivered and adjust eil on to the tar- 
;;et by inean.s of smoke sliell bursts. 'I’lie enemy 
mortar shells cea.sed fallin/j, and two laifre lires 
which .started to burn indicated an ammunition 
and fuel dumj) in the same area bad been hit.'" 

Hy this time it was too dai k to try to continue 
the advance. The brijrade dug in just beyond 
R.I 15, with its right flank anchoied on the 
swamp; artillery blocked the gaj) from there 
to the beach.“- On the left, Mai ines prepared 
night positions generally along the 0-3 line. 

Satisfactory progress had been made by the 
evening of 26 July, not only by front line units 
but also by other elements of the brigade. xVIl 
ships had been eomj^letely unloaded,'” and am- 
munition problems greatly reduced. Engineers 
had moved equii)inent into position to be ready 
for a hurried reconstruction of Oi-ote airlield 
as soon as it was secured. 

'J'he outlook for a quick capture appeared 
good, even though the brigade as a whole had 
suffered 1,266 casualties since landing, most 
of them concentrated in the two infantry regi- 
ments.'^ The enemy had not been encountered 
in any strength during the day, and the only 
heavily fortified positions met were those at 
It J 15. But the full extent of this strong point 
remained unknown. The Japanese had been 
ob.served organizing defenses near the airfield, 
and artillery ami mortar fire still came from 
the cliffs behind Neye I.sland. Air and naval 
gunliie had not been able to knock out these 
positions even with constant ])ounding. 

During the night the Japanese guns were 
comparatively quiet, but friendly artillery, 
mortars, and naval gunfire kept the air full of 
hara&sing lires. This limited the enemy gi'ound 

■"Fire (li-livorecl in such a nmiincr lliaf it (alls similar 
to mortar tire is called hiKli-anKle tiro. Its use i.s au- 
liroprlate wlien liriiiK into or out of deep deliladi“, 
sliarply eroded terrain, or over Idali terrain fealurt^s 
near friendl.v troops. 

•'TkCo, 22d .Mar S.\It, T.. 
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action to minor iufiltralion attempts. The 
jump-off on 27 July, originally scheduled for 
0700, was delayed 15 minutes because brigade 
headtpiarters feared the origiiiiil tiimt might 
have been intercepted on a SCli 300 channel.'''' 

'i'be licit vy pre-iiKack preparation had nuule 
little impre.ssiou on the enemy, and (he .Marines 
moved only 100 ytirds before being stopped by 
intense automatic-weapons lire. 'I'he ndliug 
terrain, covered with hciivy undergrowth, in- 
tcrs|)crscd with swamps, restricted the it venue 
of ailvtince to I be. Siimay Koad and the narrow 
strip of laud in front of the tth .Marines. 
'I'iinks could not a.ssist the infautry until (ho 
mine lields were clciired from around H.l 15. 
Fortunately, tlie mines were poorly camou- 
flaged, ami a bomb disposal ollicer from the 22d, 
covered by a .smoke sneeii, disiirmed iiiaiiy of 
them."" Tiink.s, guidetl by infiintrymen, then 
threaded their way between the aerial bombs 
and got into supporting position. 

The 4th Marines jmnjied off on time with the 
3d Battalion on the right, ne.\t to the road. A 
ridge 300 yards to the front, from which the 
Japanese laid down (heir withering (ire, wiis (he 
first objective. Beyond this a coconut grove 
e.xteiided 500 yards on gently sloping groiiml to 
meet a higher brn.sh-covered ridge. Bidiind 
this, hidden from view, lay (be important Orote 
airlield. 

Major Hoylers 3/1 assault compaiiies foiiml 
it impossible to niiikc iiiiy jirogress agiiinst the 
well-camoiillaged and mutually-supporting 
positions along the base of the lirst ridge. But 
.Nrarine Sheriiiiius, liritig at point-bhink riinge, 
sotm silenced the heavy and light machine guns 
in (he dugouts. With the automatic weapons 
knocked out, Ho 3 ’ler's men moved in iind 
occupied (he ridge."'' 

In (lie afternoon, (he itdvance (lirougli (he 
coconut grove proved to be a painstaking job. 
The lighting was extremely bitter, and tanks 
could not get forward to help because of (he 
congestion on the rotiil. A.ssault elements 
fought ahead ytird by ytird and liiiiilly, at 1530, 
broke, out of the grove only to be brought up 

1st I’rovMitrltflK .liil. 
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short by firo from tlie next rid<re. Mop])in<f up Colonel Schneider’s battalions could do nothing [ 

and trying to soften the strong enemy defenses but hold up until they had room to maneuver, 

on the hill just short of the old Marine Corps When 3/4 moved ahead, Schneider pulled his I 

rifle range consumed the remaining hours of Battalion up on the right of the 2d, which 

daylight of 27 July. During these operations been in the lead. i 

the regimental executive ollicer, Lieutenant The two units advanced slowly against oppo- 
Colonel Samuel D. Puller, was killed by a sition that increased as the day wore on. By 
sniper.“ inidafternoon the attack stalled when it cn- 

On the right of the brigade zone, the 22d countered numerous pillboxes, diigout.s, mines. 

Marines had been unable to move until 3/4 intense mortar and automatic-weapons fire 

cleared the road to a i)oint beyond the swanp). positions on the rising ground near the 

AVith the left boundary set at the Agat-Sumay site of the old Marine Barracks. 

Road and the mangrove swamp on the right. The Jai)anese had been resisting more fanat- 
the regiment’s front was limited to 50 yards. ically as they were driven back and compressed 

— in the remaining half of the peninsida. Al- 

“ 1/4 W'l-), .■!0.M:i,v-i)Sei)t44, 5. though the remaining men of the 38th Regiment 


MEN OF THE 1ST PROVISIONAL MARINE BRIGADE advance through a coconut grove 500 yards from tlie old Marine Ilar- 
racks. 
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iiiitl (he coin])osite nav'iil units still had oi'j'aiii- 
zation, there was some evidence that, they felt 
(heir defeat inevitable. One incident that here 
(his out was the attack on a tank by a lone Im- 
perial oflicer armed only with a swoid."“ An- 
other action that had questionable value fonnd 
dO— to of the enemy marchiii}>; in colnmn down 
the road toward the hrifiade's front lines. Li'il 
by an otiicer carryin<i!: a laifj;e battle (lajj they 
made an e.xcellent tarfjet for a tank of the 1th 
Marines. Shell hursts quickly scattered the 
colnmn, killiiiff most of (he marchers.™ 

Hut men of the. 2‘2d Marines wit ne.ssed a sijrht 
almost unique in Pacific lijrlitinp: durin<»- the 
afternoon of 27 July. In an attempt to reach 
the hif^h jjround before difi'iinj' in for t ho ni^lit, 
the regiment called for a heavy preparation 
on that area about 1700. All aircraft available 
bombed and .strafed the hills in front of the 
22d, after which artillery and naval gnus fired 
a devastating barrage. As the men waited for 
the lifting of fires the Japanese suddenly broke 
\in a mad, headlong reti'eat abandoning their 
^’ell-organized defensive line.” 

Jlajor John F. Schoettel, who had relieveil 
Lieutenant Colonel Hart in command of 2/22 
that afternoon, sent his men in hot pursuit. 
'I’he 8d llattalion followed, and by 101a the 
regiment had surged ahead of the 1th Marines 
on the left, seized the dominating terrain in its 
zone, and started making preparations for the 
night. This incident ]>roved to be (he turning 
point of the battle for Orote. From these ]>osi- 
tions above Sumay, the Marines flanked the 
enemy line extending along the rifle range and 
the airfield. The day’s advance also had broken 
the hottleneclv around RJ 1.5 and opened I he 
Way for sup])lies and ammunition to be moved 
forward more rapidly. 

On (he rigid, (he brigade lines were within 
300 yards of the former Miiriue. Rarraeks, hut a 
•500-yard gap existed between the two regiments 
because of the rai)i<l sidvance of the 22d. 'I'he 
4th had prcqiared its night lines aloiig the unim- 
])roved road about 300 yards short of the rifle 
r.’iuge. Fighting during the day had been 
severe, with both regiments suffering heavy 

*' 1st I'ldvJIai-Iliig Unit Uiits. 
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casuillties. Supplies in front lino units were 
low with some tanks completely oid of ammuni- 
tion.’- On the brighter side, enemy pressure 
had lessene<l and (he worsf of the swamp areas 
had been sncce.ssfidly passeil. 

General Shepherd’s opera! ion order for 2H 
Jidy called fora preparafion designed to blast 
the enemy from his defenses in front of the air- 
field. Shepherd re(pios((>d a 1.5-minute air 
strike' and a 30-mimi(e naval gunfire barrage 
to |>rccede (he 30-mimde artillery leomuling 
that would b(> given the Japanese posit ions 
prior to the 0S.30 attack-hour. .\s an indication 
<d’ the volume of artillery fire desired, six Army 
10.5mm and three 1.5.5mm howitzer balleries 
would augment the six ]>ai’k howitzer batteries 
of the brigade. To give still more weight, two 
corps artillery 1.5;5mm howitzer ami two llth 
Deft'iise Battalion ffOmm gun batteries were 
added.™ 

After an uenventful night along (he entire 
front, the. air, naval gunfire, and artillery prepa- 
rations went ahead on schedule. At 0S30 the 
brigade resumed the attack to seize the airfield 
and the reiuitinder of the peninsula. The op- 
eration order for the 28th had given a new 
boundary and as.signed (he former Marine Bar- 
racks and Sumay to Colonel Schneider's 22d 
Afarines and the rifle range ami airfield to Lieu- 
tenant Colonel ,Shai)ley's -Ith. 

The, enemy in front of the 22<1 continued to 
fight a delaying action, dropping back only 
when artillery and the infantry’s superior lire 
power drove (hem from their holes. Although 
Japane.se artillery atid mort.’ir lire decreased 
during the morning, automatic-weapons fire 
di<l not slacken. B'ith tiinks leading (he way, 
Schneider's regiment reached the 0—1 line by 
1005.™ This increased thi> already exist ing gap 
between (he 22d and Ith, and necessitated eche- 
loning units to the left rear to gain contact. 

Plagued by terrain covered with heavy vege- 
tation, as well as ,'t dug-in enemy who had cut 
firelanes through the dense underbrush, (he Kh 
Marines imule slower progress. Kxtremcly bit- 
ter resistance developed in llie center and on the 

"Turn, ttli Mill- S.Ut, M. 
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TANK-INFANTRY TEAM from tlie 4th Marinas advances slowly throui'h the dense scrub growth that characterized most 
of tlie terrain in the regiment’s zone of action on Orote Peninsula. 


rijrlit of Hip rpfrimpiit’.s zone, witli two strong ordered a platoon of Shermans from the :>d 

jioinfs causing most of llio I ronlile. 'I'anks were Battalion to report to Messer. 'I'lie 'id Tank 

called in as quickly as po.ssible, hut tlie thick Platoon withdrew and at 14:50 was guided into 

foliage made control and observation practical- position to helj) Company E. Unfortunately, 

ly impo-ssible. it had been led into the midst of the strong 

Initially, two platoons of the tank conqiany jmint and could not fire because the Lst Bat- 
were assigned to the :>d Battalion and the other talion, on the left, had also advanced and there 

to the 1st when 2 / 4 : reported it could not use was danger of hitting units of that battalion, 

armor because of the terrain. With the help of During the early afternoon, while this situa- 

the tanks, :5/4 on the right broke through the tion was being rectified. General Shepherd went 

coconut log pillbo.xes and reorganized prior to forward on a reconnaissance of his front lines, 

advancing to the 0-4 line. Intense automatic- Quickly sizing up the gravity of the situation 

weapons fire kejit the 2d Battalion from making he .sent a rcKpiest to General Bruce for a platoon 

any headway, and when flanking fire from the of Armj' tank destroyers to augment the fire 

left started to cut Comjiany 1 to ribbons, Major from the brigade’s tanks and a platoon of Army 

Messer called for tank assistance, liegiment light tanks that had just arrived on the scene. 
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Sli(.-[)lierd tlion issued oral orders to Lieiiteiiaut 
('olonel Sliajjley to orfjanize a taiiU-iiifantry 
attack. eiiii)loyin<j: all available tanks in a mass 
effort to break tliroiifih the stronp line of .laj)- 
anese-lield bunkers. At loIlO Sbapley launched 
the assault all aloiijr the rcfrimenlal front, 'i’he 
massed armor cracked the rifle ran^re defense 
line and infantry units followed closely behind 
to exploit the break! hroiifrli. This Innl been 
one of the most formidable enemy jmsitions en- 
countered by (he bripide, and it was here that 
the Japanese <'ommand had ordeied its soldiers 
to hold until killed. Marines counted approxi- 
mately 2.50 pillboxes and emplacements in this 
frenei al ai-ea after the attack. Their reduction 
l>ennitted the advance to sweep forward to 
within 150 yards of the aii field, where units set 
U|> for the night.'® 

After making certain that his left flank was 
secure, Colonel Schneider had ordered his 22d 
Marines to resume the attack at about 1015. 
Hy 120S. Companies E and G liad driven to 
the rubble and skeleton buildings of the former 
Ma l ine Barracks. Only a cigar box containing 
pre-war PX papers and receipts, a bronze 
plaque, and a star-covered pillow, which a Ja])a- 
ne.se liad made from the blue field of an Amer- 
ican flag, gave evidence of ])revions .Marine 
occuiiancy.’® 

Halting only for a moment, the 22d pre.ssed 
on in an effort to capture Sumay before dark- 
ness fell. The left flank of the regiment held 
up about 150 yards in front of the fallen build- 
ings, but the units on the right continued on to 
the cliffs overlooking the village. 

Tanks and demolition teams ([uickly .sealed 
any caves that slowed down forward movement. 
Ma rines encountered little resi.stance as they 
entered the village, but the debris ami extensive 
mine fields made, the .streets impa.s.sable to tanks. 
It is believed that the town was the most heav- 
ily-mined area on Guam. One hundred and 
sciventy-two aerial bomb mines, tw(j torpeilo 
mines, and many ordinary land mines were <li.s- 
armed in Sumay alone.” 

One tank fell victim to the.se lields, and the 
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LIEUTENANT GENERAL HOLLAND SMtTH (rittlil) sUin.is witli 
l.lu! leaders of llie succeasrul conquest, of Orote l’<>ninsula 
(left to rial't: I.ieiitenunt (\)lonel Sliapley, (leneral 
Sliepherd, Colonel Sclincider) lieliind (lie ptaipie tnkiMi 
from tlic wreckage of the .Marine Harracks on (loam. 

remaining vehicles hurriedly withdrew while 
infantry moved through the wreckage of build- 
ings to make certain that the enemy was not by- 
passed in force. Units completed the job by 
1750 and then e.stabli.shed ilefensive positions 
lot) ytirds east of the town.’* 

The brigade spent a quiet night, and in the 
morning (2!) July) the attack jumped off at 
OHOO. Desiring to conclude the Orote cam- 
paign that day. General Shepherd had ordered 
a tremendous supporting arms preparation. 
'I'lio heavie.st air strike since W-Day hacked 
up the .six battalions of artillery (which in- 
cluded units from the 77th Division and 12th 
.Nfarines) and eight ships that laid down a cur- 
tain of lire prior to the assaidt.™ 

Besults speak for themselve.s, as both the -Ith 
and 22(1 advanced half the length of the airsti ip 
against only meager resistance by 100(1. Army 
and Marine tanks led the way, supported by six 
M-10 tank de.stroyers from the 77th Division 
that had reported to the brigade during the 

’"1st I’rov.Marllrij; Unit Itpis. 
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AMERICAN COLORS are again raised over the remains of Marine Barracks, Guam. Men of the 22d Marines salute as 
“To tlie Colors” is sounded on a captured Japanese bugle. 


inorniiif;. Shortly after 1400, Marines held 
Orote airlield and had established a defensive 
line ahout 150 yards beyond the end of the land- 
ing strip. 

Earlier in the day the brigade coinniander 
had ordered that, upon reaching this line, the 
4th Marines would take over the entire front, 
relieving the 22d for inopping-uj) details. This 
relief was elfected by 1500, and an hour later 
Jjieuteuant Colonel Shapley sinit a strong tank- 
infantry i)atrol to the tip of the peninsula. The 
tank-riding infantry found only two Japanese 
soldiers during the entire expedition. When 
this patrol came back with its information. 
General Shepherd reported Orote Peninsula 
secured.™ 

““ 1st Prov.MarBrig Jul. 


After relief of the 22d at the O-G line, the Gd 
Battalion with the Pioneer Company attached 
returned to Sumay to (lush out any enemy 
troops that might have returned during the 
night. Little hostile activity mot the Marines 
as they proceeded tluough the town along the 
coastal road. But as the men from 3/22 pushed 
on to investigate the clill's paralleling the road 
west of Sumay, Japanese I’csistance increased. 
From positions that had been constructed and 
armed to interdict Apra Harbor, the enemy 
commanded the entire area. Installations dug 
high in the rocks were inacce-ssible from the 
heights above, and finally LCI(G)’s were called 
to pound the cave defenders with 40mm and 
20mm guns. But not until late the next after- 
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noon did the liriny from tliesc eiive positions 
subside."* 

As mopping-up juitrols continued (heir a;r- 
}j;ressivc action, isolated enemy soldiers de- 
stroyed themselves hy using liaml grenatles or 
ontting their throats. Olliei's ti ied to escape hy 
swimming to Fort Santa Cruz,""- but. these at- 
tempts jii'oved futile wlien a platoon of 
IjVT(A)’s was dispatclied to the scene to dis- 
courage such rasli procedurc.“ 

Another cliff area that had caused trouble 
throughout the Orote (ighting received a check 
dui’ingthe day. A LVd'-borne squad from the 
hfh Defense Battalion investigated Neye Islaml 
and the cliffs behind it, but found no enemy. 
Evidence indicated that the island had been 
used j)rimarily as an observation post; nothing 
pointed to the mortar and artillery positions 
pi’eviously reported. The dilliculty of landing 
a7id the danger of mines precluded a thorough 
investigation of the cliffs. From the amphib- 
ian tractor in the water observers noted many 
caves but coidd see no gnus in their vicinity."* 

Meanwhile, a group of high ranking Navy 
and JIarine ollicer.s, including Admiral Spru- 
ance, Lieutenant Geneial Holland Smith, 
Major General Geiger, Major General Larsen 
(soon to become Guam Island Commander), 
•iiiid Brigadier General Shepherd gathered on 
Hie ground of the former Marine Barracks. 
Lie\itenant Colonel .Slmidey, Colonel Schneifler. 
and all other ollicers and men who could ho 
spai-ed were also there. 

Spoi'adic small-arms lli'c was still going on 
Avest of the airstrij) on Oi‘ote Peninsula, and to 
the north, the M Division’s artillery could be 
heard in the distance. At the command from 
General Geiger, a Marine sounded “To the 

" OTG 5a.2 OpRet, OpNarrative, 2.'{. 

“On 21 .Imie ISIIS the first American Hag was raised 
over Guam at Fort Santa Cruz, signifying llie itloodless 
capture of liie isiand. At tile tina* of tile American 
laiKling In T.H-I, the fnri was a low-lying mass of niiiis 
on tliecorai reefs near tiie center of Apra ilarlior, and 
1,21M) yards from Suniay. Its derelict condition and 
periodic Inundation hy tlie sea rendered it inetCecl.iml 
for use as a Jniiane.se strong point. 

"1st Armd.VmpiiGrn .Action Ui»t, 2. 'Hic tanks 
poured 000 rounds of .’{7mm and Itl.OtK) rounds of .iio- 
callher machine-gun lire into the ruins of the fort. 
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Colors” on a .lapanesc bugle, and iit 1.*);10 (he 
United States Hag once more Hew over Orote 
Peninsula. 

It Wits a .soletnn ceivmnny. Marines from 
who luid helped capture t he site, furnished 
the honor gtitird, and (he men in (he vicinity 
patised momentarily to juiy tribute. General 
Shepherd e.xpresseil (he thoughts of every oiu* 
there: 

On this Imllowed ground, you olliccrs and men of 
till' First Alarine Brigade liave avenged liie loss of our 
comrades wlio were overcome li.V a numerically superior 
cnem.v tliree da,vs after Pearl Ilarlior. lluder our 
Hag this island again stands ready to fulllll its destiny 
as an American fortress In Ilie Pacllic.” 

The ne.xt day. 30 .Inly, mopping up continued 
with the Ith Marines responsible for the entire 
]ieninHuhi e.xcept. Snnuiy. Lieuteniiitl Colonel 
Shapley ordeietl e.xtensive patrolling to I he end 
of Orote. Ma.ximum use was made of the war 
tlog platoon, but the patrols encountered only 
one unanned dapanesi' soldier. 

On order, the :2:td left one battiilion behind, 
tind the rest of the regiment moved into corps 
reserve in a bivouac area about d.OOO yards 
southeast of .Vgat. just north of Harmon Road. 
The remaining unit, 3/'2*2, continued the job of 
cleaning iq) Snmay and the caves west of it.*"' 
One platoon, sent to Foi t Santa Cruz to make 
certain that the enemy escape attempts had 
failed, took two prisoners and found si.x dead.’” 

It did not take long for (he Marines to gel 
Orote airlield into opera! ional condit ion. Only 
six hours after the lii\st engineer units moved on 
to the sti ij), a Navy 'I'llF wascalled in for a test 
run. AVilh Lieutenant (jg) Edward F. 'Perrar, 
,lr. us the pilot, (he plane came in, touched its 
whei'ls to check the ground, and took oil' again 
to circle (he Held for the actual laiuling. ,Vt 
ItiiAO it touched down, and Orote airlield was 
ready for use.*" Soon after, observation [ilanes 

“ la M. Kaufman, “.Mliu'k on Guam." J/f (inzrtlr, 
April liH.7, (i;!. 
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“Tlie lamllng of tlii.s plam> ilisappoinicil several 
Marine ollicer.s' wlio Inul laid plans to insure llml tile 
tirst plane to liiml on Orote would lie llown tiy ti Marine, 
V.MO-1, wideli was emliarked on ti CVM. Iiad liecn 
aierled lint llic .Navy plane landeil licfort' llie V.MO I 
pilot arrived over tlic (icld. Lir t'ol F. I’, ilemlerson 
to C.MU, 21.Vov.'i2. 
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FIRST PLANE (piloted by Lieutenant (jg) E. F. Terrar,.Tr.) 
to land on Orotc airfield after its capture is welcomed by 
the engineers who prepared the atrip for the landing. 


(OY’s) from VMO-1 be^tin flying missions 
from til is strip. 

Earlier in the clay, the corps operation order 
for 31 July had been received. It directed the 
brigade, to take over the southern half of the 
final beachhead line from Inalas to Magjm 
Point. Extensive patrols were to be conducted 
to determine the presence or absence of the 
enemy in the .southern portion of Guam. Those 
units of tlie 77th being relieved (the 30Cth was 
lo remain in position and continue its patrols), 
would regroup with the remainder of the Army 
division for an attack to the east.®* 

The task of rooting out the well-organized 
and cleverly entrenched enemy on Orote Penin- 
sula had lieen accomplished in four days of 
.severe fighting The aggre.ssive action of the 1st 
Provi.sional Marine Hrigade in securing the 
strategically ini])ortant (drote Airfield and 
A])ra Harbor earned the unit the praise of Gen- 
eral Geiger and tlie sub.sequent award of the 
Navy Unit Commendation. To destroy the 
approximately 2,500 enemy troops, the brigade 
reported that it hadsutfered 115 KIA, 721 AVIA, 
and 38 MIA."' 

FONTE PLATEAU; SECURING THE FBL 

AV'bile the brigade opened the attack on Orote 
on 2() July, the 3d Division continued prepara- 
tions for anothei- strong enemy a.s.sault expected 

•'"ItlAC OpOnlcr 7-14, 30.tuI44. 
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that night. Commanders made clo.se inspec- 
tions of front line installations to make certain 
that all units were tied in. During such a 
check a sniper killed Lieutenant C'olonel de 
Zayas, commanding ollicer of 2/3."* 

The expected large-scale Jajjanese assault did 
not materialize, ami 011I3' minor infiltration at- 
tempts were made during the night of 2G-27 
July. Naval guns and artillery kept the air 
full of shells most of the night to di.scourage 
any attack ideas that the enemy might have. 
This, plus the heavy preparation fired in the 
morning, softened up positions for the 0900 
jump-off. 

It had become increasingly evident that the 
principal Japanese battle position now lay 
along the Fonte-Chachao-Tenjo ridge line, with 
its right flank on the noithern no.se of Fonte. 
Operations for 27 July were designed to bring 
the greatest possible pressure to bear against 
this line. The 9th Marines, on the right, was 
to hold its ])osition and give maximum fire sup- 
port to the 21st until that regiment reached the 
D-3 line. The 3d Marines, on the left, would 
attack in conjunction with the 21st.“ 

Colonel Butler’s 21st started forward with 
the 3d, 1st, and 2d Battalions abreast, from 
right to left. AA^ith a platoon of tanks attached, 
2/21 had advanced approximately 200 yards 
when enemy machine guns in the vicinity of the 
radio towers slowed down the attack. The 
tanks tried to move around a swamp, blocking 
the route of progress, to get into position to 
take the weapons under fire, but bogged down. 
T'he taidcmen continued to throw shells into 
(he area, however, and knocked out the guns 
causing the trouble, allowing the 2d to move up 
just short of the jmwer line by noon. Here a 
halt was called until units on llie right and left 
could come abreast. 

The 1st Battalion had been unable to advance 
because of heavy resistance from Japane.se in 
caves on the rever.se slope of a small hill to the 
left front, and from a quarry. Air and artillery 
put concentrations into the area but to no avail ; 
tanks expended 90 percent of their ammunition, 
but still the unit could not move."" 

:i(l .Mm- s.\u, 3. 

“3(1 MiirDiv I4-.3 Jul. 

”3(1 TkBu SAR, 8. 


96 


On llie liflli), Lieulenunt Colonel Dnplantis’ 
3(1 Hatlalion mot only slight resistance and 
lunged forward to the D-2 line by lOOO. Com- 
panies had to be echeloned on the left to keep 
in touch with the stalled 1st and on the right 
to maintain contact with the Dth Mariiu's. One 
company of 3/9 was attached to 3/21 at 1G30. 
The Army’s 3/307. which had been committed 
by General Geiger in the wake of the 25-26 
Jnly counterattack, received orders to relieve 
the remainder of 3/9. When this had been 
compbted 3/9 {-) moved into an assembly area 
behind the 21st as division reserve." 

On the left flank of the division the 3d Ma- 
rines, with 2/9 still attached, ordered that bat- 
talion and 2/3 to make the main eil’ort to reduce 
Fonte Plateau in (he center of the regiment’s 
zone of action. The 3d Hatlalion was to remain 
in position north of Adeliip Point and patrol 
as far forward as possible. The 1st Battalion 
remained in division reserve at the foot of 
Fonte, but division headquarters released Com- 
pany C to the regiment with instructions not 
to commit it without prior authority.”” 
Lieutenant Colonel Cushman (2/9) issued his 
attack order for the day at 0800, although at the 
time Company G was already in a fire fight. 
As though this were not enough trouble, at 
0930 friendly artillery and aerial bombs fell on 
the same unit as it prepared to cross the line of 
departure. This disrupted the attack and neces- 
sitated a one-hour delay to effect reorganiza- 
tion.”” Then Companies E and G, supported 
by two platoons of tanks, edged fonvard and 
recaptured the ground from which they had 
withdrawn the day before. Cushman moved 
Coni|)any F from battalion reserve at 1100 to 
fill a gaj) that had developed between the two 
a.ssault units. (See Map 18, Map Section) 

Jiust as the attack was resumed, about 150 
Japanese made a wild hanzai charge against 
Company G. Even though that unit had been 
hard hit during the morning, it stojjped the 
rush without allowing any penetration. The 
battalion then launched its drive toward the 

Mill- SAI{. 2. 

“:ui MaiDiv U-;$ .Ini. 

“2/'J 4. 



CAPTAIN LOUIS H. WILSON, JR., Coininaiulinf; Olliccr, Com- 
pany F, 2d Ilattolioii, 9th Marinos, awarded the .Modal 
of Honor for action on 2.">-2f) .July when, although 
wounded throe tiino.s, ho succossfidly led his men in 
capturing their assigned olijeetives and repul.sing 
repeated enemy counterattacks during a tierce ten-hour 
hand-to-hand struggle. 

power line, and by midafternoon all units de- 
clared their sectors secure. 

Meanwhile, (he 2d Battalion, 3d Marines, 
now commanded by Major William A. Cul- 
pepper, jumped off' on time. With Companitts 
F and G in as.sault, the attack ])rogressed 
iigainst moderate resi.stance. Several pockets 
of the enemy were Ity-passed, but the attached 
engineer unit (C/19) (piickly cleared the areas. 
The day’s objective, the powei' line, was reached 
early in the afternoon, and units reorganiztal 
for the expected continuation to the D-3 line. 
But regimental head<jnarters decided to hold up 
the attack when 2/9 encountered .serious ojjiuisi- 
tion from a depre.ssion on top of Fonte Blatean. 
Ordei's went out to all units to dig in for the 
night. 

The division’s line had not advancinl too far 
during the day, but the situation was brighter 
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FONTE PLATEAU, scene of bitter fighting by the 2d Battalion, 9th Marines, is highlighted by the sun's rays in this 
photograjih taken by a plane from the USS Sangamon. (Navy Photograph.) 


tliun it liiul been. There was contact all along 
the line, and good progress had been made to- 
ward capturing the troublesome Fonte area; 
units now held the last intermediate phase line 
before the top of the ridge.®^ The day’s light- 
ing had carried troops through the strongly 
defended .Japanese 29th Division’s command 
post defenses.®* 

Pockets of the enemy still remained behind 
the Marine lines, hut they were being contained 
and systematically reduced. Sporadic enemy 
artillery and mortar lire that fell on the beaches 
proved more effective and caused a slow-down 
in unloading. Further delay resulted from the 


■"This is the general line that was to ho roaoheil at 
1800 on W-Ilay by the :id .Marines. ApUngton. 

“:hi MiirDiv D-2 I'erioilic Kpl 74. 


tactical demand for shore party and service 
troops. Nevertheless, TQM’s reported the re- 
maining division assault shipping (LST’s) 80 
percent unloaded.®® 

During the night 27-28 .July, the Marines 
repulsed several small-scale enemy counter- 
attacks with little loss to themselves, and at 
0830 the big push to capture the FBL got under 
way. The 3d Marines, with the same units 
(2/3 and 2/9) bearing the brunt of the advance, 
moved out on schedule. The 2d Battalion, 3d 
went slowly up the hill, meeting only light 
opposition. Halting shortly before noon to 
make contact with 2/9, which was momentarily 
held up. Major Culpepper’s men renewed their 
attack at 1300. An hour later Company G 

”3(1 MaiDiv D-3 Jnl. 



i‘i‘iicli(‘(l (lie D-H line overloolciii<r (lie Koiite 
Kiver.’®" 

Meainvliilc Coiii]ianies E iiiul F of 'J/!> on the 
rifflit of (he depression, advanced ajrainst mod- 
erate resistance and reached their objective 
(D-3 line) before noon. On the other hand, 
Company G, which had the job of cleaninji out 
the pit and the area immediately anaind it, 
made slow progress. By noon only one ollicer 
remained in the company, the others having be- 
come casualties, and the fourth commander 
since W-I)ay had taken over. This officer, (’ap- 
tain Francis L. Fagan, arrived just in time to 
find his unit’s thin right Hank being pushed 
back by an enemy counterattack. With the 
he]]) of one ])latoon of the weapons company, 
Fagan reestabli.shed the line, and by ir)00 the 
Japanese force had been annihilated. 

While his battalion reorganized to renew the 
advance, Lieutenant Colonel Cushman recon- 
noitered the depression on top of Fonte. This 
pit was generally circular in shajie, its very 
steeji sides honeycombed with caves, which 
niade it difficult for the Marines to check the 
area without coming under fire from all angles. 
Cushman planned to surround the area, but 
that would take time and he liad been ordered 
to capture the objective as soon as possible. Ho 
requested a delay until the ne.\t morning (20 
July) which was granted. Consequent!}', at 
1800 the night positions of the battalion 
stretched along the 1)-J line, but were bent back 
in the center around the jiit where f'ompany G 
still held just forward of the power lino. For 
all practical purposes, however, 2/0 now con- 
trolled the area in its zone to (he FBL.’"‘ 

During the remaining hours of daylight 
Cu.shman’s units made up special demolition 
load.s, refueled (lame throwers, and brought for- 
ward e.\tra rocket launchers. A careful recon- 
naissance disclosed a site where a tank could 
fire into the pit, firing positions for machine 
guns and rocket launchers that could cover all 
sides of the de])i‘ession, ami a path foi’ the 
de.scent of troops. This completed Cushman’s 
plans for reducing the Fonte bowl, and as troops 

'“iVa .till. 

'"‘Ltr Col I{. 10. (.•u.sluiuin, .Ir. to CJIC, 80ct52. 


dug in for the night orilers went out for the 
attack at OSJO (he ne.\( morning.'®^ 

'I'he operation order foi- the capture of the 
FIIL had been designed not only to take (he 
Fonte area but to .secure the la’achbead line 
along (he entire division front. 'I'o assure a 
coordinated attack on the strategic Chachao- 
.\lutom-Tenjo ridge line, division had enlarged 
the zone of ai’tion of the !)(h Marines on the 
morning of 28 .Inly. 'I'his placed the entire 
zone under one. commander. Colonel Craig. 

With 2/!) still operating with the ;>d .Marines, 
it was nece.ssai-y to attach two battalions to 
th'aig’s regiment for the ensuing a.ssanlt. 'I'he 
Army’s J/JOT relieved the Jd Battalion, t)(h. 
on the right flank id' the regiment’s zone: J. h 
then moved to the other (lank and relieved .‘1/21 
on position. 'I'lds gavi> Colonel Craig three 
battalions on the line, J/J07, l/!>, and .'!/!) from 
right to left. The relea.sed .‘1/21 (attached to 
the !)th until D-.‘l line reached) went into regi- 
mental re.serve with the mission of following M, !) 
in the attack ami protecting (he left flank.'®® 

Following an hour-long air strike and a ITi- I 
minute artillery and naval gunfire preparation, 
the assault started at OS.'IO. By 0!)4r>, J/H had 
advanced in its zone to come abreast of the rest 
of the regiment. Colonel Craig then ordered 
a general advance all along the line to begin at 
1045. 

As the 9th advanced on Mt. Chachao and Mt. 
Alutom, men from the 77th Infantry Division 
could be seen on Mt. Tenjo. Craig immedi- 
ately contacted the Army commander and ar- 
ranged for a boundary between (he unit.s. 
Later when the corps overlay designating the 
dividing: line arrived, it was found (he I wo 
corresponded. The new division boundary ran 
along an unimproveil trail lOO-aOd yards 
south of the Agnada Iliver and then along the 
high ground southeast of Mt. Alutom.'"' 
(See Map 19) 

The 9th Marines renewed its attack with or- 
ders to .seize the. high ground on (he new boun- 
dary and prepare to continue on to the FHL. 
By 1.500. :t/;$07 had gaiiieil its objecti\'e on the 

‘“'■I.ir„l U. K. Ciisliman, •'The Figlil at I'aMle,” Mr 
tjiizcllc, Aiiril 1IM7. 1(1. 

“ilOi .Mar S.ut, 

IIIAC C-3 Jill ; ('niiy J!)53. 
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TANKS of the 3(1 Tank Battalion lumber up the twisting trail from the beach to assist the 21st Marines in its drive 
toward the FBL. 


iiiul was only 200 yards short on the left; 
(V‘d was ready to attack Aft. (^hachao and Mt. 
Alntoin, w’hile 1/9 made preparations to con- 
tact Army patrols from Mt. Tenjo. 

On Mt. Chachao, tlie Japanese had con- 
structed a concrete emplacement in the center 
of the summit, with a series of foxholes and 
niachine-gun positions nested in the surround- 
ing cliffs to protect it. Circular gun pits at 
either end of the crest guarded the trail running 
across the ridge and leading down the slope. 
Manned by a company of troops, the Mt. 
Chachao fortification was formidable. 

Major Donald B. Hubbard’s Jd Battalion, 9th 
Went up the ridges to the road, quickly over- 
came the enemy outposts, and formed for the 
assault to reach the top of the objective. Artil- 


lery neutralized the defenses while tai\ks moved 
forward through the assault units and around 
the peak to prevent escai>e of the enemy. The 
infrantry then formed in a column of companies 
and, protected by the steepness of (he cliff faces, 
drove the length of the ridge line and made 
ready to rush the top. A shower of grenades 
hurled into the i)ositions preceded a final charge 
that carried the Marines to the crest and the 
FBL.>“ 

In conjunction with this assault, Lieutenant 
Colonel Carey A. liandall’s 1/9 moved up on 
the right and made contact with men from the 
77th Division near .Mt. Tenjo.*®“ On the left, 

Crain. 

‘“■Oth .Mar SAR, 3. 
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;5/21 liiul completed its mission of <riiarding the 
J)tli‘s flank and had returned to its i>arent or- 
ganization’s control. 

The 21st Marines (less .3d Battalion), in the 
center of the concerted drive to capture the 
FBL, had met less resistance than the other 
regiments of the division. The only heavy op- 
position was encountered in the vicinity of the 
radio towers. Two taidcs from Company B 
worked in close and cleared the enemy from 
that area and the nearby caves, allowing the 
infantry to move in. The j)ocket had been re- 
duced by 1(530 and the regiment rushed forward 
to the FBL.’®’ 

For the first time since W-Day, the 3d Divi- 
sion could look at the situation on the evening 
of 28 July with satisfaction. The FBL had 
been reached along the entire front with the 
exception of that area in front of Company G, 
2/9 on Fonte Ridge. This gave complete com- 
mand of the center of the island, and of equal 
importance permitted observation to the north. 
Enemy opposition had diminished during the 
day to the point where it was now evident that 
the Japanese could not launch a counterattack 
without time to reorganize their .scattered rem- 
nants. Phase I of the recapture of Guam could 
now be considered closed.’®* 

During the night of 28-29 July the Japanese 
made an attempt to free some of the isolated 
groups that still hid inside the Marines’ per- 
imeter. One such try was made on the right 
flank of 3/21 where that unit tied in with the 
9th. Two enemy forces communicated with 
each other by colored flares, but signals got 
mixed and the coordinated effort turned into 
ju.st another small unit countei'attack that was 
broken up without much trouble.’"® 

The pre))arations that 2/9 made the night 
before paid off on the morning of 29 July. 
From two sides of the depression a heavy criss- 
cross of bazooka, machine-gun, and tank fire 
pinpointed every cave. Assault groups rapidly 
worked (heir way down into the pit and system- 
atically cleaned out the caves and emplace- 
ments. Marines did not suffer a single casualty 

21.st Mur SAR, 6. 

MarDiv SAR, OpNarrative, 6. 

**■ Joacs. 


while they killed an estimated 3.5-50 Japanese."® 

Company G then went forward to the FBL 
to complete the fight for Fonte. From a later 
study of the teri'ain from both sides it was evi- 
dent the Fonte hill ma.ss was the strategic high 
ground along the entire D-3 line ami the FBL. 
It had been organized and defended by about 
a battalion of Japanese. As the enemy losses 
mounted. General Takashina had rushed ap- 
proximately another battalion and a half into 
the area. 

The value placed on this terrain by the Jap- 
anese can best bo judged by the 11 separate 
counterattacks launched to retain it and the 800 
Imperial dead, including many officers, left on 
the battlefield. 

The enemy defenses were not unusual, con- 
sisting of individual and automatic weapons 
positions on the high ground, protected by mor- 
tars and artillery. But the caves and other 
shelters cut into the reverse slopes protected the 
defenders from naval gunfiie and artillery, 
making the entire position diflicult to reduce. 
The only solution found to be effective by the 
Americans was the use of naval gunfire on the 
reverse slopes,"’ artillery on top of the hill, 
Slinm mortars on the forward side, and close 
overhead machine-gun fire in support. In this 
manner the Marines could creep up the bare 
slopes to gain the top where they had to engage 
in fierce hand-to-hand battle to retain the hill 
and push on to the military crest. 

Even with the intelligent use of all available 
supporting weapons, two rifle companies of the 
assault battalion (2/9) had 75 percent casual- 
ties while the other company suffered 50 percent. 
The battalion as a whole had 40 percent killed 
or wounded."- 

The division spent the remainder of 29 July 
in consolidation and reorganization of the FBL. 
Mopping up in the rear and patrolling to the 
front disclosed few enemy concentrations of any 
size. But many supply dumps and several air- 

‘“(lusliuiiiu. op. cit. 

“‘Tilt* Hhip.s were maneuvered alonir the const 1o 
cnn))Ie them to tire on .Tapanese defensive positions on 
tlie reverse slopes of the plateau. 2/0 SAR, 5. 

Ibid. 
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plane j)ai(s storafie areas were nneovered, one. 
of wliiel> lield six new nndainafjed motors.’'^ 

A^'lliIe tliis activity profjressed, l/:5 received 
orders to relieve tlie battered ‘2d Hattalion, i)th 
Mai'ines. 'I'liis inanenver was completed by 
1800, and 2/9 entrucked to move into an area 
near tlie Asan River fork wliere tlie unit be- 
came division reserve. 

]\reamvliile, a shift of command bad taken 
place. A division order reassigned Colonel W. 
Carvel Hall as D-4 and ('olonel James A. 
Stuart (D-;i) as commanding oHicer of the lid 
Afarines. Lieutenant Colonel Ellsworth N. 
Murray (1^—4) replaced the D-2, Lieutenant 
Colonel Howard J. 'I'nrton who became I)-3. 
Other changes included giving Colonel Robert 
G. Hunt (Division Inspector) the additional 
duty of Liaison Oflicer, I II AC, and the as.sigu- 
ing of Lieutenant Colonel Ralph M. King (in- 

;{(1 MarDlv D-2 I’eriodic Upt 7u. 


fanti'y operali<ms ollicer on division slalf) to 
the 9th .Marines where he became regimental 
e.xecutive ollicei'. On the .same or<ler Major 
li ving R. Kriendler was listed as taking over as 
D-1 on 22 July after IJeutenant Colonel White 
was killed.'" 

Earlier in the afteinoon, .Vdmiral Spruance, 
General 11. M. Smith, General Geiger, General 
'rurnage, and Geueial Noble made a huriied 
ins])ection lour of the front lines,'"' after which 
the visiting dignitaries went loOrole I'euinsula 
to witness the (lag raising over the old Marine 
Barracks. (See jiagc 95) 

RECONNAISSANCE PATROLS TO THE SOUTH 

When the 77th Infantry Division look over 
the southern beachhead line from the brigade 

"‘2(1 iMiirDiv D-1 .Inl. 

.MarDiv D-.'l .Iiil. 



maanot ridge is the sociie of liivouac of the 2d Battalion, ItO.llh Infantry, first Army unit to see aelion on (iiiam. 
I’atrols from tliis unit and others searelied tlie southern half of the island for signs of Ja])anese resistance. (Army 
Photograph.; 
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77th INFANTRY DIVISION 
RECONNAISSANCE of 
SOUTHERN GUAM 

28 JULY- 2 AUGUST 

Taken From OCMH Mop in GUAM , 77th £>tV 

Forward position, 28 July 
Potrol routes: 

A — Able, 28 July 

8— Boker, 28- 29 July 

— C — Charlie, 28 July 
— D — Dog, 28 July 
— E — Easy, 28 July 
— -G — George, 31 July-2 August 
Only Approximate Form Lines Shown 


2 SCALE 
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on 24 -Inly, it iiinniHliiilely niiule pliiiiK to Ht'iid 
patrols to the south iiiid cast. (Jriffinally this 
was a precautionary measure to ensure the 
safety of the pcriinetci’, hut General Geiger re- 
quested the action be expanded in an attempt to 
deteiinine the enemy’s defensive intentions. 
Tlie two infantry regiments (ttD.^tli and tiDfith) 
manning tlie main defenses carried out the 
early j)atrols which were limited to 51)0- 1,001 1 
yards to the front.”® 

( )n 27 didy, however, tlie 77th IJeconnaissance 
Troop, which had been guarding the Maanot 
lieservoii-, received orders from General Biaice 
to prepare for extensive opeiations. Intelli- 
gence as to what moves the Japanese would 
make after they had been ilriven from their 
beach defenses was lacking, and corps headquar- 
ters did not know for certain whether the enemy 
would elect to defend the uorthei n or southern 
part of Guam. I'lie corps did not have enough 
strength to make simultaneous attacks on both 
ends of the islaml. Nor could it block off one 
half and have sullicient strength left to assault 
one end at a time. From the information ex- 
pectetl to be obtained by the patrols. Genera! 
Geigei- could better make a decision concerning 
the future employment of troops."" 

About noon on 27 July overlays came in to the 
77th Division’s Headquarters, detailing the 
plans and showing the routes to be taken by 
the reconnaissance patrols. (See Map 20) 
Five units of five men each, with native guide.s, 
wouhl leave at 1300 and penetrate iq) to seven 
miles to the south and ea.st. Patrols A and II 

"‘77111 liifUiv (!-,'$ .ini. 

’"Ur (’i)l W. F. (’iilcnian to CMC, 1!M7. liercimifler 
cited as Colinniin. 


would proired from UJ 370 to (he east coast, 
while C, D, and K would move directly .south 
along the riilge line below Mt. Alifan toward 
Uniatac and return. 

Only two of the patrols, li ami E, covered 
the entire assigned area; the others had to 
return because of illness and impassable terrain. 
Another unit (Patrol G) was dispatched on 30 
July to move southeast to Talofofo Hay, (hen 
to Port Inarajan, and back across (he center of 
the .southeastern part of the island. All patiols 
had returned with negative reports on enemy 
coutaids by 31 July. The native Guamanians 
encountered rc]ior(ed (hat the .lapanese had 
nioveil to (he north and that only small groups 
of 10-15 of the enemy remained in the south. 

'I'he aggre.ssive patrolling of (he 305th In- 
fantry between 24-27 -Inly indicated the area 
around Jit. Tenjo was lightly defended by the 
Japane.se. Consequently, on 27 July General 
Bruce reque.sted he be permitted to seize Jit. 
'I'crijo. Permission granted, he ordered Com- 
pany A, 305th to reconnoiter the mountain and 
to occupy its ci'est if the enemy oll'ered only 
light resistance. By 0H30 on 28 .Inly, Company 
A had reached the top of Mt. Tenjo without 
meeting opposition. At 1500 that afternoon, 
2/307 look over the defense of (he hill mass, 
and it was the.se (rooiis that tied in with (he 3d 
JIarine Division, thus securing (he III Corjis 
FBL."® The. ground work had now been laid 
for Pha.se II, the attack to the east and north- 
east. 


""77tli IiifUiv OpUpt. 3: I.tCot K. (’. liriilacwater, 
‘•li(>c«mniii.ssnnce on (jUmui,” 77ir (’dVdlrii ./a/, Mn.v- 
.Iiiiu' lil-1.7. -KM.S. 

"“77th liifUlv .lal. 
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THE RECAPTURE OF GUAM 



CHAPTER V Other Parts of the Team 


TIu' elTective support p^iven IIIAC units 
throufrliout the Guuin camp!ii<in drew unquali- 
fied praise from the ranking survivor of the 
Japanese garrison, Lieutenant Colonel Hide- 
yuki Takeda. After witnessing the over- 
whelming powei- of the air and naval units of 
the Southeni Attack Force he concluded that 
it was no longer possible to defend an island 
properly with isolated ground troops. This 
tribute by the operations ollicer of the main 
defensive force on Guam adds emphasis to 
American reports that all supporting arms 
available to corps functioned with precision 
and produced excellent I’esults. 

NAVAL GUNFIRE SUPPORT 

The continuous 13-day bombardment of 
Guam prioi- to W-Day by the battleships, 
cruisei's, and destroyers under Admiral Conolly 
has been cited as the most .sy.stematically con- 
ducted “shoot” in the Pacific up to that time. 
The proximity of the Saipan task groups with 
additional gunfire support vessels made a 
greater supply of ammunition available to TF 
tVi. An iiulication of tbe volume of fire de- 
livered during this period is shown by the fol- 
lowing table of ammunition expenditure: 


S30 

rouiuls (if 

IG-incli 

5,422 

ronn(l.s of 

14-incIi 

3,S(i2 

I'ound.s of 

S-inch 

2,430 

rouml.s of 

(i-inch 

l(i,214 

roumis of 

5-lncli ’ 


’ TF r>(J NGF Rpt, 71. 


As to the effect of the continuous pounding, 
in the opinion of the naval gunfire officer for 
IIIAC, Major AVilliam M. Gilliam: 

The extended period for l)otalmi'dnient plus ii system 
for keeping taraet damage reports aceounted for prac- 
tically every known .Japanese gun tliat could seriously 
endanger our landing.s. When tlie morning of the 
landing urrive<l, it was known tlint the as.sanlt troops 
would meet little resistance.’ 

At the next higher command level, Admiral 
Conolly's staff believed “that not one fixed gun 
was left in commission on the west coast that 
was of greater size than a machine gun.” ^ The 
above estimates of tbe damage already done to 
the enemy installations did not lessen the 
W-Day scheduled fires which let loose with a 
bari’age that lasted until f)0 minutes after 
II-Houi-. Originally schedided fires had been 
.set to last until II-plus 30 minutes but after 
studying the results of naval gunfire at Saipan 
Admiral Conolly decided to lengthen that part 
of the gunfire plan. This covered the period 
between the landing and the establishment of 
fire control agencies ashore.^ During the day, 
21 July. 342 rounds of IG-inch, 1,152 rounds of 
14-inch, 1,332 rounds of 8-inch; 2,430 rounds of 
G-iiich, 13,130 rounds of 5-inch, and 9,000 rounds 
of 4.5-inch rockets were hurled into the landing 
areas.® 

’ IIIAC SAU, NOF Uiit, 3. 

’('TF OpRpr. NGF Comment.^, lib. 

* (lilliam. 

“ TF .-((J NGF Rpt, 72. 
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From tlu* Japaiu'Hc virwpoiiil naval ^iinliro 
had been effective but not as completely destruc- 
tive as the above reports indicate. One Marine 
oflicer who landed five minutes after Il-llonr 
later wrote : 

I was piirtifuliifl.v impressed to see .Iiipaiu'se sol- 
diers still alive riulit on tlie landiiif; lM>acltes after 
aluiust 24 lioiirs of ineessant iKimhiirdment by naval 
Rimlire . . .* 

Of even more siffnificance is the enemy analy- 
sis of damaffe done: 

J''orliftratioiiK 

1. Conslruetion eonsistiiii; of ordimiry simple builil- 
ings reinforced on an eniergeney basis which received 
direct liits were completely destroyed. 

2. Field positions hit by .sliells were completely de- 
stroyed. Over 50% of all installations built in the 
seashore area of tlio latiding Iteaeiies were denioll.slied. 
(Since there was much use of sand, they olTered little 
resistance.) 

3. Half iHM-ninnent positions in wlilch the hard agent 
cancajo' was used and which were reinforced with 
concrete ahout 50cm thick retnalned in good condition 
except in cases of direct iiits. I’osiiiims receiving di- 
rect liits were more than lialf de.stroyed. 

4. Permatient construction (concrete over one meter 
thick) positions whicli received direct hits without ex- 
ception remained perfectly .sound. 

Jiv/nixc ItisliilldlioiiH 

1. All naval gun emplacements in the open were 
completely <lemolished before the landings. Alsiut half 
of the guns emplaced in caves witli limited fields of 
fire remained oiH'rational, but soon after oi>ening fire 
at tlie time of the landings tlie cave entrances were 
dcmolisiied and tlie guns could fi're little. 

2. Antiaircraft artillery sustained damage from 
naval gunfire only once. 

3. Communications installations were not damaged, 
since they were constructed in dead spaces where tliey 
could not receive direct hits. 

4. llarlior installations received almost no damage. 

5. Only once did water iiipes receive a direct liit. 

(J. I’ower installations were not damaged because 

generating was done in caves. 

7. Most boats in military use were sunk, but by 
strafing ratlier timn Ity naval gunfire. 

Ciixrs Where Nariil Oinifire JIail No Effret 

1. Antiaircraft gun positions were operational until 
tlie very la.st. 

“ Kiiiii. 

’ tyiie of coral used as gravel in concrete con- 
struction. 



LCI GUNBOAT fires rocket liarrage against .Iai)nne.sc posi- 
tions beliind .\gana holding up the advance of tlie 3d 
Marine Division. (Navy I’liotograph.) 


2. Tliere was no elTeet against construction in val- 
leys or In the Jungle. Also tlicre was very little effect 
against the interior of the Island over four kilometers 
from the shore line. 

3. Incendiary sliells started fires In gras.sy areas 
and exposed our iiositions hut had almost no demoli- 
tion or antipersonnel effect' 

Wbiitever tbe exact extent of tbe (biina<re 
caused by naval gunfire, its success is best nieiis- 
nred by tbe fact tlnit ino.st enemy gnus were 
silenced during tbe critical period (bill Marines 
were first establisbing tbein.selves a.sbore. In 
adtlition, naval gunfire contribtited consider- 
ably to tbe demoralization of tlie Japanese. A 
.staff ofiicer for tbe 2!)tb Division reports: 

After several da.vs there were scattered outlireaks 
of serious lo.ss of spirit. After anotlier week of 
liombardment, ns in tlie period liefore tlie landings, 
there were some wliose spirit deteriorated so llau 
tliey could not ia*rforni tlieir duties in a positive man- 
ner, Tills was e.speclally true of tlie units on tlie land- 
ing front.s. However, in contrast to such per.sonnel 
wlio.se courage fell, tliere was a minority wlio were 
Just as llioiigh ln.sanc wllli tile remarkalile power of 
tlieir spiritual strength.'' 


" 'I'lilceilii Letter. 
‘ Ihitl. 
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Probably I lie bes( over-all opinion that the 
enemy bad of naval ffunfire was expressed by 
one of the prisoners of war captured on Guam: 

We liiKl lieen tliiiikiiia lliat ihe Jiipanese niiRtit win 
llironeli a night cmiiileraltack, Imt wlien tlie star sliell.s 
came over one after I lie oilier we would only use our 
men as hnnian Imllets and llii>re were many useless 
ensualties and no ehanee of sueeess ... I was hor- 
rified hy the miinher of deaths on our side due to the 
naval gunfire which continued every day.’" 

There is one thinj; on which both the Ameri- 
cans and Japanese did atfiee : that nijjht illnini- 
nation, nsiiifr star shells, was an iiniiortant 
factor in Phase I operations. The jiroccdnre of 
assifxninjf each front line battalion a slii]) for 
illumination and other fires furnished that unit 
with the inean.s of sifflitiiifr and stoppiiiff any 
counterattack that mifrht develop. In addition, 
it provided liffht for organizing positions when 
it was im]io.ssible to accomplish the task piior 
to dai kne.ss. Star shells proved so beneficial to 
infantry commanders that almost all recom- 
mended that a more adequate .siqiply be made 
available in the future." 

Shore lire cfintrol ptirties not only conducted 
illumination firing but also elfectively employed 
naval gunfire on call, preparation, and harass- 
ing missions. The split landing resulted in 
there being no single control agency either 
ashore or afloat. As a consequence, different 
agencies directed fire support activities and 
there was some loss of control, coordination, 
and flexibility, ('all fire was good but limited 
by the lack of training in the Shore Fire Con- 
trol Section of the fid tlASCO (Joint Assault 
Signal Company)."’ Xevertheless, within the 
limitations indicated naval gunfire rendered 
very effective support whenever ground troops 
rcque.ste<l fire." 


'•CmiihiCh P-007, ('Imp M. 1.1-14. 

“ Ihid., (’imp a. 1 1 

“The 3(1 JA.S(,’0 wii.s not scheduled lo eonipleto triiin- 
ing lit Aniphll)Trn(>’(iiiid, PiicKIt until too late to b(i 
employed on (juiim. Such u need was felt for the 
J.ASL’O, however, that It wa.s made availahle in a state 
of liniit(‘d iraining and attached to the 3d MarDiv for 
the operation. 'I'F .'<(1 NOh’ Ilpt, G7. 

“ Iltid., 138. 


AIR SUPPORT 

Until noon nothing unusual occurred, hut a forma- 
tion of ahont 30 pitiiu's strafed and homhed tin* airfield 
and other places throughout the afternoon. 1 realized 
that linally the enemy striking force was closing in. 

'I'his entry on fiO April 1!)44 in the diary of 
Lieutenant Kanemitsu Kurokawa was the. Iir.st 
of many indicating the unwelcome visits of Ad- 
miral Mitscher’s carrier planes over Gutim. A 
month later so frustrated had tin? lieutenant 
become bj' the unceasing air bombardment that 
he wrote he now understood, in view of the. lack 
of friendly jflanes overhead, the meaning of 
constant requests in the Japanese press for in- 
creased aircraft production to send even one 
extra plane to the front lines.’* 

Higher ranking Japane.se ollicers, however, 
concerned themselves more with how the air 
strikes delayed defense jireparations. Accord- 
ing to the 2nth’s operations officer: 

[Ifefore Ihe liimliug] The tact that .Japanese air 
forces were ns nothing against .American air power 
(in (piaiility) certainly had its cffi'ct on morale. Hut 
this effect was not great hecause easuallles weri^ 
avoided through use of every incii of the terrain. 
However, a very lieavy idow was tlie fact llmt trans- 
IKirtation and work on positions could not he conducted 
in the daytime Vtecau.si' ground movements were se- 
verely restricted. Hayliglit movements [after the 
landing] could not he carried out in ca.ses sucli as ad- 
vancing reserves for changing operational maneuvers, 
causing sitnatiims disadvantageous for tlie direction 
of combat to arise everywhere. Hecause of this we 
could not employ (?ffective strength rpiickly, and [ at- 
tempts to] recover the situation and counterattacks 
made at oiiportnne tliiu's ended in complete failure.'" 

Coufirmtitiou of tlu! telling effect ou both 
persoimel and emplacements of contimttil air 
strikes is [minted out by the following extracts 
from Ja[>anese diaries and prisoner of war in- 
terrogations: 

. . . The enemy, circling overhead, luanhed our air- 
lleld tlie wliole day long. When evening came our 
carriers hianliers returned, [airgroups from carriers re- 
turning to (iiiam to refuel and rearm during the ISattle 
of tlie I’liilippine Sea] hut the airlieid hud Just been 
destro.ved liy Ihe enemy and they could not laud. 
Having neitlier fuel nor ammunition the 1.3 or Hi planes 
were iinahle to land and had to crash on [Orote Air- 
field]. It was certainly a shame. I was unable to 

" CinCl’iic-t’inCPOA Hem 11, !I43— Diary of Lt 
Kanemitsu Kurokawa, IJA. 

“ Takcilu Letter. 
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wiitcli (Iry-oyod. “Tlie trnKiMly of wiir” wiis never so 
real. . . . Towards <>veainK enemy jdanes apiM'ared 
and halted onr consinielion. ... As usual, the 
enemy planes altaeke<l furiously, sw wo could not 
veidure out. . . . Our i)(>slMun demolished toda.v hy 
lionihs. 

On the other hand, tlic Joint Expeditionary 
Force Commander considered the close air sup- 
port friven front line troo[>s on Guam “not very 
o;ooii.” In tlie early stajres of tlie landiiifr 
there appeiired to be a reluctance on the jiart of 
Commander Sii])port Aircraft (CSA) to turn 
over aircraft to the control of battalion air 
liaison partie.s. In the later days of Phase I, 
when it was demonstrated that by so doiiifr no 
time was lost in carrying out the mission, pilots 
conductetl clo.sei‘ and more accurate strikes.*' 
Even with this increased precision, the !ld Ma- 
rine Division’s operations ollicer wrote that 
“pilot error, resulting in strafing or bombing of 
our own troops, did not inijn-ove the troops’ 
confidence in clo.se air support.”** 

The same unit reported that it had been nec- 
e.ssary to cancel some mi.s.sions because of the 
lap.se of time between requests and the execution 
of strikes. This lag varied from nine minutes 
to five hours and 30 minutes, with the average 
for 31 missions being one liour and a half. 
Similar complaints came from the brigade, 
which added that delays were also caused by 
radio nets being overcrowded. Use of the same 
frequency by both the brigade and the division, 
separated by a hill msiss which prevented them 
from hearing each other, made it extremely 
diflicult to coordinate requests.’*’ 

To General Geiger, the answer lay in employ- 
ing Marine aviation to a greater extent. He 
cited the fact that “the use of Marine Bombing 
Scpnidrons for close ( 100 to 500 yds) air suiq«)i t 
of ground troops has been clearly demonstrated 
on several occasions,”-® as his main argument. 
This opinion was supported by the repeated re- 
quests of his trooj) commandei-s for Marine 
aviation to furnish the close sujiport. General 

Ltr Adin R. K. Turner to Miij C. W. Iloffumii, 13 
-Mnr.'-.2. 

” Ltr Col .1. It. Spooner to uiitlior, 12Aiif?ri2. 

”3(1 .MnrDiv SAR, Air Support Coininents, 1. 

**l.st I’roviMarltriK OpRpt, 14. 

*’IIIAC SAR, Air Rpt, 0. 



TORPEDO BOMBERS iuov<; in forinuliou toward tin; A^al 
U(?ncli to support the lumlinj; of the 1st I’rovisioimt 
.Marine brigade. (Navy I’hotograph.) 


Holland Smith made the same recommendation 
after the. operation tind set down specific details 
of his plan. He suggested that “sullicient air 
groups be designated and trained as direct sup- 
port groups and be a.ssigned to CVE-type car- 
riers.” For this specialized ttisk. General 
Smith concluded that Marines should be used : 

The trooi) experience of senior M.arine pilots coin- 
bined with the indoctrination of new pilots in infantry 
tactics should insure greater cooperation and coordi- 
nation between air and ground units.’* 

ARTILLERY IN THE FIGHT 

The, Guam operation was memorable as the 
first ciimpaign in which the Marines placed a 
.sizable corps artillery unit of their own in the 
field." Of equal importance is the fact that 
during this operation the forerunner of the 
present FSCG (Fire Snitport ('oordination 
Center) was used extensively. The corps XGF 
ollicer and air o/licer worked together in the 
same tent, using a common situation inai). In 
turn, a tlirect telephone lino connected them 
to the corps artillery fire direction center. In 
this way the three major supporting arms 
achieved close cooperation and coordinal ion.**** 

” Tl-' .^(1 Air Rpt, (i. 

” V.\0 iii-lillcry luittalions parliclimt(>d in the Saipan 
operation, hut were attached to the 10th and 1 llh Mar. 
i;ori)s artillery supiiorl was snppli(>d hy haltalions of 
the .Vriuy’s XXIV Corps Arty. 

** IlciKlvriiiiii. 
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GUN CREW swabs tlie bore of No. 4 Gun, Battery C, 7th 155mm Gun Battalion after firing in support of the 3d 
Division beaclihearl. 


'Within tlie artillery set-np itself, General 
Gei<fer assifined operational control over all 
artillery on tlie i.sland to the Oiniinanding Gen- 
eral, IIIAC Artillery. This tied all units to- 
gether, enabling lires to he massed quickly and 
reinforcing missions assigned with ilispatch. 
In addition, priorities on ammunition, trans- 
portation, and position areas were easily con- 
trolled. However, as a result of the piecemeal 
unloading and landing of the Ifiomm units of 
corps, the artillery commander felt the max- 
imum efliciency was not obtained from the big 
guns and howitzei's during the first two days 
on Gnain.-' Of this situation General del Valle 
later wrote: 

Tlie uiiloiidiiig of Corp^ Arty was completely out of 
control of the Coiiinmnillng General, Corps Arty and 

niA(' -Arty S.\R, Enclosure B. 


at variance with the planned scheme of unloading and 
entry Into action. . . . The lotiding and unloading must 
1)0 under control of the Corps .Vrty Coninninder tind 
in accordance with the projected employment. ... As 
long us this control Is vested in other otlicers, not 
e.specially concerned with, nor interested in, the oper- 
Jition of Corps Arty, satlsfiictory results will not ho 
achieved.“° 

On the other hand, even though loaded in 
many ships of the convoy,-" the liith Marines 
and the brigade’s artillery did not meet with 
such dilliculties. The DUKW’s and LVT’s, 
loaded with the howitzers and suflicient men 
and ammunition to start firing, moved ashore 
soon iifter H-Hour. Although both the division 
and the brigade had some of their amphibious 

” Ibid., IS. 

” l.tCol A. L. Bowser’s .3d Bn. IL’tli Mar landed from 
nine LST’s, two Al”s, and one AK. Itoirurr. 




trucks stranded on tlie reel's diiriiif' the land- 
ing, coinnianders were unaninions in (heir 
pi aise of the vehicle. As soon as (lie “A-fraine" 
unloaded the howitzers, the vehicles returned 
to the ships to get more .shells to bring into (he 
battery jiositious. 

In addition to solving the pi'ohlem of main- 
taining an adeipiate .supply of ammunition 
around (he tiring piece,s during (he early phases 
of the amphibious assault, the 1)UK\V also 
supplied (he solution to another dilliculty. l*re- 
vious thinking on equipping the artillery reg- 
iment with lormim howitzers had been tempered 
by the lack of a .suitable vehicle to get such 
weajions into (he light early. However, as a 
result of the I)UKA\”s satisfactory ])erformance 
at Guam, Colonel John B. Wilsfin, commanding 
ollicer of the I2th Marines, recommended that 
the remaining 7.5mm jiack howitzer units be 
given 105mm weapon.s. This would not only 
give the regiment more power and Ilexibility, 
hut woidd do away with the necessity for han- 
dling both 105mm and 75mm shells.-^ 

Communications between forward observers 
and the fire direction centers proved to be ade- 
quate, with the SCR 800 once more giving re- 
liable radio seiwice. As u.sual, most of the tra f- 
fic was carried over telephone lines, and the use 
of the forward switching central “ proved to he 
the answer to keeping artillery lire missions 
coming through from front line obsei vers. 

Inasmuch as no Japanese planes penetrated 
the air cover over Saipan to get to Giiam,'-^ the 
anti-aircraft batteries of the 9(h and 14th De- 
fense Battalions and the. Army’s 7th AAA 
(AW) Battalion were not tested. Neverthe- 
les.s. commanilers emj)loyed all weapons in siiji- 
port of ground troops. On the left flank of 
the corps the 8d Marine Division made full use 
nf the fire power of (he 20mms and lOmms in 
reducing the Fonte position. Shells from guns 
emplaced on the shore near Agat and on Cabras 

^ 12th .Mar SAU, Ti. 

'■“This system estalilislied a switching ciuitral in the 
vieinlly of tlie infatitry reainiental Cl’ from whleli wire 
was laid forward to oh.servers and tniidc lines run hack 
to the fire direelioti center. Forward oh.server.s and 
liaison wire teams were abie to maintain the shorter 
lino much tnort! e.-isily, which resulted in hetlttr wire 
commutiieations to the flritia elements. 

”Ltr Col E. O. rrlce to CMC, 2(i.\us.")2. 



CAMOUFLAGE NETTING eovitrs the kiiu |)il of a lO.'mun 
howitzer n.s a 12th .Marinos erow prepares to pitiee hinh- 
aiiKle fire on .lapanose posiliotis. 


Islaml poutided both faces of Orote I’eninsiila, 
while searchlights of the 14(h enabled night 
surveillance of po.ssible water routes of with- 
drawiil. 

The over-all ell’ectiveness of ttrtillery during 
the a.ssault pha.se is found in General Shep- 
herd's remarks at the. conclusion of the cam- 
pa ign : 

It is the opinion of the Commamlina Geiienil that 
artillery was the most elTecfivi' weapon employed dur- 
ing the oiMU'ation. Close support was ai'en to the in- 
fantry in hotli iittiick and defense ami luirassiii!' tires 
at uiaht were piirticularly efl'eelive. Tlie troops liave 
t;ri‘at confidence in the power of our own artillery. 

. . . The aroupmenl of hattaliims and massing of 
fires in vitiil zones of action gri'iitly a.ssisted the ad- 
vance of the a.ssault troops against strong enemy re- 
sistance from well-pj'epared emplacements. Tile Itl.'i- 
mm Howitzers were parlictilarly efl’eelive. lleports 
frimi prisoners of war indicate that iirlillery fire has a 
great demoralizing elTeel on their trooiis." 

ENGINEER OPERATIONS 

As was usual throughout the Pacific theater 
campaigns, ciigiuccrs oil Guam carried out with 
precision their endless and dangerous duties 
during the as.sault phase. 'I'he unspectacuhir 
nature of this work did not les.sen its Viiluc to 
the corps mission. The absolute necessity of 

““1st I’rovMarltrig Opitpt, IS. As an indication of 
tile effect of artillery on the .lapane.se. a I’OW from 
an infantry company of ’.’/SS staled that his unit was 
nearly wiped out liy arlilhn'y after the landing. IIIAC 
row Interrogation 2-1. 
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SEABEES on bulldozers prei)arc the bed of a new road liidving the Agat Bay area with the IIIAC front lines. 


iniiiiitaiiiiiig supply routes, disaruiin<r mines, 
clearin<r road blocks, and establisliing water 
points can leave little doubt of the en<iineer’s 
important role in any tactical scheme of 
manciivei'. 

If any one job assiffiied to the en<rineer units 
can be coiisidei cd more important than another 
during Phase I, it was maintaining an adeq\iate 
network of roads. The existing improved roads 
disintegi’ated in one day under the trallic of a 
single division. When of necessity both the lid 
and 77th Divisions u.sed the same highway, the 
situation became critical at times. To add to 
the difliculties, several factors hindered con- 
struction of new sui)ply roads. First, the re- 
striction of cargo space limited the amount of 
engineei’ing ecpiipment lifted to the target area. 
Second, the addition of the Army division with- 
out adding heavy constiaiction equipment in- 
creased the demands on existing graders beyond 
their capacity. Finally, engineers found it 
dilTicult to place new coral surfacing during 
the many rainy days. The mixing of relatively 


small amounts of mud prevented the coral from 
binding together, resulting in an increased 
depth of muck on the road.^’ 

Even the versatility of the bulldozer could 
not supply the answer to road maintenance and 
drainage. As a result the corps engineer recom- 
mended that in the future: 

... a lainininm uf one enaiaeer biittalion with 
lieavy gradiiiK oiiaipinent (a Naval Coast ruction Bat- 
talion, a .Marine Separate EiiKineer Battalion, or an 
Army Aviatit)ii Kncineer liattalion) lie included in the 
a.s.sanlt eclielon of each Marine or .Army division, or 
fraction tliereof, in tlie a.s.sanlt foi'<’es.''“ 

The bulldozers, however, proved so valuable 
thiit corps artillery was requested to turn over 
most of its organic dozers until gun emplace- 
ments had to be dug. This enabled the engi- 

“ III.AC SAR. SerCruUpt, .oB. 

” Ibid., (iB. 

“Tliese dozers were prime mover tractors equipped 
with aiiKle dozer blades and could he used for the dual 
inirpose of moving artillery piece.s and digging gnu 
pits. 
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POLE AND SATCHEL CHARGES arc carried by a 19t,h 
Marines patrol moving forward to investigate a cave 
reported by 21st Marines scouts in the vicinity of the 
Japanese division command post. 

iieors to coiuplcto work on the brigade beaches 
expeditiously, and as soon as the ISoniin units 
landed, tlieir equipment was returned.^* 

During the initial phase all units of the 19th 
Marines (engineers, pioneers, and attached Sea- 
bees) except the Headquarters and Service Coin- 
pan3' were assigned to combat teams. Brigade 
carried out a similar plan and both units em- 
ploj'ed jtersonnel in the same fashion. The Sea- 
bee units worked the beach areas, being charged 
with the responsibility of maintaining the main 
supply road. Marine engineers supported the 
infantry regiments to which attached, and in 
addition occiqiied defensive positions at night 
to back up weak spots in the thinly-held front 
lines. 

In the 3d Division’s zone, the 19th Marines 
foiined the backbone of the Division Shore 
I’arty. Lieutenant Colonel liobert E. Fojt, the 
engineer’s commanding oflicer, al.so served as 
Division Shore Party commander while his bat- 
talion commanders headed the regimental .shore 
parties in addition to their regular duties. 
Each infantry regiment had as part of its task 
organization a pioneer company and a Seabee 
company; the.se two units furnished the ele- 

livnderson. 


ments around wliich the three regimental shore 
jiarties were organized and opera tt'd.-'-'’ 

In the 77th Division, the JlO'Jd Engineer 
(Combat) Battalion regained control of its 
(•om|)auie.s upon tlie landing of division liead- 
(inarlers. The ;i02d then assigned missions ac- 
eonliiig to the needs of the infantry regiments 
in a.s.sault. Three other combat engineer Ital- 
talions ( 13‘Jd, tlilild, and ‘212d) were altaclied 
to the division solely for shore l>arly aclivitie.s.™* 

To saj' that the engineers aiul pioneers were 
wholly responsible for the smooth How of sup- 
plies during the first phase of the (luam cam- 
l)aign would be somewhat exaggerated. It can- 
not be questioned, however, that their work 
greatly facilitated this tremendous task. 

SHORE PARTY ACTIVITIES 

The other jiart of the comhat-si'rvice team 
came in for its share of acclaim, too. General 
Geiger commented that “both the division and 
brigade not only kept assault trooi)s constantly 

” WUUumx. 

”77th InfDlv OpKpt, DivICngItpt, 1. 



DYNAMITE STICKS tossed by Murine engineers explode iw 
they seal another cave in the continuous task of silencing 
bypas.sed enemy positions. 


113 


supplied but unloaded tlie entire assault eehelon 
of shipping? over assaidt beaches prior to 
7 .”^" 

The accoiuplisbineut of this task was in the 
main the result of the iufienuity of the shore 
party personnel from assault and garrison units. 
Since the 25 cranes, mounted on ])ontoon barges 
oll'shore, assigned for transferring supplies at 
the reef’s edge were not sullicient, other means 
of doing the job had to be devised. Piere were 
improvised by tying ship’s life rafts and rubber 
boats together, anchoring them and laying dun- 
nage on top. Landing craft then approached 
the pieis, dropped their ramps, and had their 
cargo manhandled onto rafts which troops 
floated ashore. Hy this and other such impro- 

’’ III.\C .S.VU, SerGruKpt, 1C. 


visations an average of (),(i50 tons ]>er day 
pas.sed over the corps beaches during the lir.st 
eight days.®* 

In order to e.\pedite unloading activity in 
the brigade zone, (Jeneral Geiger had included 
a replacemeut unit with the assault force. This 
organization, the 1st Provisional Replacement 
Company (11 olllcers, ;183 enlisted men), was 
the forerunner of the replacement battalions 
that accompanied other combat units in later 
Pacific opeiaitions. The men operated as part 
of the .shore party in the vital first stages of the 
compaign and then were fed into fiont line 
companies as replacements for casualties.** 

Another reason why unloading progressed so 

“ TF m 'I'Q.M Kpt, 26. 

” III.\C SAU, I’ersonnel Ilpt, 1 ; Scheyer. 




WAR DOGS and tlicir handlci-s accompany advancing troops of the 3d Division as tliey move forward from ilic 
nortliern beacliliead. 


rapidly was that Admiral Conolly jjcrinitted 
some of his ships to continue discharf;in<r earjro 
throughout the first night.'® 'riiereafter, when 
commanders assured ('onolly that snllicient ma- 
terials were ashore for any emergency, unload- 
ing activities ceased between midnight and 
OnllO. I'his did not affect the shore j)arty per- 
•sonnel on the beach, however. AVork continued 
on an around-the-clock basis e.xcept wben the 
tactical situation reqiiiied the men to occupy 
defensive positions. 

Initially, becansi*, of the restricted beachhead 
and the many rice i)atldies, it was diflicnlt to 
find suitable dump areas. lAloreover, the num- 

"*('TF OpUpt, OpLog, .‘WA. 


her of available vehicles of all types did not 
meet iwinirement.s. The high casualties of 
LV'r's during the a.ssanit landing reduced the 
original inadequate allotment. And with only 
(>-f of the assigned 100 I)lIKA\''s in operation at 
the end of the a.ssanit phase, a similai’ situation 
e.xisted with the.se vehicles." AA’hen the 77th 
Infantry Division moved ashore without am- 
phibious vehicles, an additional buialen had to 
be carried by those already on the scene. Of 
this particular situation, the operations ollicer 
of t lie -It li Ampliibian Ti'actor Mat talion r(‘calls : 

... I Ciin i'i‘mcinlit‘r long lines of (it's from Ihe 
reef to Ihe heneh trying to bring In (-ven n him- niini- 
innni of siipjilies for their lroo]is. Our CO noliee<l this 

" Ill.Vt; SAK. SertiniUpt, li. 
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conilitioi) niul imm(>(liat<‘ly conlnclcd tlioir Slion- I’lirly 
<'(minmii(U'r wlio lilcnilly over the offer of part 
of our lyVT’s to Iielp him out. (.\s <iur .supply prohlem 
was well liekert we eouhl <livert LVT’s to aid the Army 
with no loss of elHeieuey to our main effort.) This 
divertiiiKof LVT’s for Army u.se was a K«<Iseud to their 
supply prohlem for soon sunirieiit (luantitios were mov- 
in;: ashore to hriiiK tludr dumps up to safe levels.^ 

'I'ltis type of coopeiation by all hands helped 
to overcome the tran.sportation situation and 
.surmount all other supply jjrobleins that arose 
diiriiif' the lamlinp. As a result, one author 
\vif)te, “As in other jthases of the operation, un- 
loadinjr of supplies was conducted in general 
more expeditiously on Guam than on Saipan.” 
He adequately summed up the over-all logistics 
activities by concluding that, “with . . . few 
exceptions, the supply .system on Guam worked 
smoothly and elliciently.” 

WAR DOGS, MILITARY POLICE, AND 
COMMUNICATORS 

There were coidlicting opinions as to the use- 
fulness of the. war dogs during the initial phases 
of the campaign. The 4th Marines, the only 
unit in the brigade zone having a platoon of 
dogs attached, found little use for the animals. 
When bi igade initiated patrolling a squad or 
a fire team had one dog and his handler at- 
tached; used in this manner the canines proved 
of some help. They were not infallible, how- 
ever, and in several instances enemy troops 
went undetected and surprised the patrols.'*'* 

In the northern sector the 3d Division had 
a j)rovisional war dog company of two platoons. 
It found the dogs a welcome addition to pro- 
tective forces and particularly effective when 
used for night security. During the early 
stages of the fighting the dogs were nervous 
and inclined to hark if the enemy came too close, 
hut handlers quickly overcame this habit by 
teaching the animals to alert silently. Even 
before this fault was corrected, their mere jires- 
ence on the front lines had a good effect on 
ti'oop morale. Men felt secure and could spend 
more restful nights when not actually on watch. 

** Llr Maj R. J. Parker to author, (JFeli.Ti. 

*" J. A. Isley ami I*. Crowl, The, U. S'. 3Iiirhiea And 
Amphibioux War, tPrinceton, 387-3S9. 

“ l.st rrovMarllriif OpRpt, 13. 



WIREMEN close behind assault troops lay a line to a- 
forward command post. 


Because of the excellent communications,, 
only one messenger dog was used, and it carried 
word to an isolated outpost. But troops found 
a new use for the animals when Marines en- 
countered enemy caves near the beach. A 
Doberman was sent into a cave and if it met 
no resistance a scout followed to investigate 
more thoroughly. Even though the animals 
had not been trained for this duty the most 
vicious ones proved reliable.'® 

Another task assigned to the four-footed 
lighters was working with the military police 
companies to i)atrol areas, [>rotect supply 
dumps, guard trails, and insure pi'otection of 
other installations. This released regular MB 
personnel, permitting them to carry out other 
dufie.s. 

Initially the most important work of the 
MB's was to maintain traffic discipline in the 
beach areas and guard supplies on shore. Later 
their efforts were turned toward keeping ve- 
hicles moving on the crowde.<l main road. As 

•“2U ami 3d War Dog Plats SAU, 1-4. 
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iisuiil, HP’s guarded all pi'isoiit'r of war stock- 
ades and also maintained a protective watch 
over civilian camps. 

In addition to all other services during Phase 
I, the MP’s rendered invaluable aid to com- 
munications personnel by constantly warning 
vehicle drivers of vital tcle])hone wires that 
had not yet been overbeaded. Generally, com- 
munications functioned well after AV-Day, but 
at times there was some delay in wire repairs 
l>ecanso of the shortage of wircmen.‘“ 

The only other complaint was that the long 
voyage bad caused idle storage batteries to lose 
their charges. At first this created some con- 
cern, but the situation was quickly rectified and 
thereafter radio communications proved reli- 
able. The use of Navajo talkers " ke[)t radio 
transmission interception at a minimum, but the 
Japanese attemj)ts at jamming were more suc- 
cessful. However, this interference proved 
inore of a harassment to operators than a 
stumbling block to the accomplishment of their 
mission. 

“ IIIAC .SAR. SigCoaiaiRpt, 1. 

"These were Imliims of the Navnjo tribe especially 
recruited and trained l)y the JIarine Cori>s to oi)erate 
voice radio nets. They u.sed tlieir own liingiiagi!, com- 
pletely incoiuprehensilile to the Japanese, to tran-sinlt 
vital messages. 



BANDSMEN in tlieir combat role of .stretcher licarera 
carry a wounded Marine down out of the liills. 




USS SOLACE bringing the first ship borne wliolo lilood 
bank into a combat area, as it arrived olT Guam on 
24 July to begin evacuation of casualties. (Navy 
Photograph.) 

The .system of having tlivision wire tetims 
work with infantry regiments paitl high tlivi- 
dends. Formerly these teams would adviince 
along ba.stily laid ground wires of the battal- 
ions. Tbe.se lines then became circuits betweeit 
regiment and division and presented a msiin- 
tentincc problem that lowereil elliciency of wire 
communications. On Guam division tetims 
moved with the regiments tind kept two over- 
head lines close behiiul the front in the direction 
of anticipated CP displacements. In this man- 
ner wire communications wore usable more 
quickly and once established more easily main- 
tained. Corps wiremen advanced with division 
CP’s in the same fashion to keep overhead lines 
constantly ready for nse.'^ As a result of hav- 
ing both radio and wire transmission available 
most of the time, commanders bad few com- 
plaints iiboiit commnnication bri'akdowns <lur- 
ing Phase 1 activities. 

MEDICAL EVACUATION 

“Too much praise cannot be heaped upon 
these units for the marvelous performance in 
the evacuation of casuiilties.” This wsis the 
oi)inion of the ihl .Medical Hattalion commttnder 

l^il .V Siillef to (’.\1(’. liuSi'iil.U. 

“ Cillliiiciiil Stutly, 
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CABLE LIFT built by tlic I9th Marines used to evacuate casualties from the toj) of the steep elilf in tlic 21st Marines 
zone of action. 


wlicMi he commented on the activities of the 
sliore party medical sections at (luam. So ef- 
fective were tliese units that less than an hour 
after the first troops laiuled, casualties had been 
I’cceived aboard the APA'S.“ 

As in other Pacific campaigns, naval corps- 
men and army aidmen with the assault infantry 
units forced the first link in the chain of evac- 
uation. After treatment by these front line 
medical personnel, the wounded moved to the 
rear as rapidly as possible. Ambulance jeejis 
carried much of the load, but when the terrain 
])i-oved impassable for vehicles, manpower was 
employed. Marine, bandsmen who put aside 
their instruuieuts to perform their combat mis- 
sion as stretcher bearers bore the brunt of this 
assijfumeut. 

On reachin<r the beach, casualties were loaded 


“ S.LU, MedUpt, 3. 


into LVT’s and DUKW’s and then dis])atched 
by beach medical parties to APA’s and LS'r's 
which had been equipped and staffed to handle 
them. Althouffh the LVT proved adequate, the 
DUKIV {rave smoother handliii{r to the more 
seriously wounded. In spite of the fact that 
licit hei' the L8T nor the A PA is desi{rned for 
handlin<r many casualties, were on board 

these ships on W-plus 8 when the^' left the 
area.“* 

In addition to these ship evacuees, two hos- 
pital shi])s carried wounded to rear areas 
durin{r Pha.se I operations.^- The USS A'o/ace 
arrived on AV-plus H and brou{rht the first 
known blood bank to be waterborne to a fi{rht- 
in<r front.^* She departed two days later with 

TK .'.0 .MedHpt, 2.\. 

“/fc/d. 

“At Kuiwetok, ('apt .loliii T. 15fuuel, (.M('), U8N, 
the Hohicc’s .Medical Ollicer, decided to atteiupl to 
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iipproxiniiiloly littt'r :iml 15:^ ainbiiliitory 
cases. Tlio USS Bountiful steamed into llie 
area on W-pliis 7 (28 d\ily) and received orders 
to anchor of!' the sontliern beaches. The ne.vt 
day she moved to the vicinity of llie :5d Marine 


take whole blood into the eoinhat area on hoard the 
.‘!hll). Sneee.ss of the ex])eriinent depended on the 
ahllity of the liviiifr hlood to survive the distnrhanee 
ereated by tlie enjjines and the pitehin;; and rolllna of 
the ship. On 21 .Inly volunteers were requested from 
the Marine K«rrison and over MHO men from the 10th 
A.\.\ Bn (Reinf) eame forward. Of this nnmlier, 100 
were chosen and the followiiij; morniiiK, 22 .Inly, the 
ship set .sail for (luain with a lIKt-pint lilood hank. Th<> 
experiineid was a success and at Guam tliere was ample 
whole blood for retpdred transfusions. 10th A.-\A Bn 
I Reinf) Wl). July lit-l-1. M. 


Division's hcttclies to complele loadino; Ihe n.^l 
ptil icnts site would carry (o (lu* Marshttlls.''' 

'I'lic stiirlc whit(*nc.ss of (he hospital ships 
lyiiiffoif shore, with (heir di.stinctive red cr<iss, 
was a ffrettt comfort to the man in the frotit 
lines. 'I’o him they were ti symbol of cletinli- 
ne.ss and reiissnrance that ctistiiilt ies would re- 
ceive (he he.st medical (rciitment in the world. 
Coupled with (his was his faith in t he corpsmen 
iind itidmen whom he had seen day after day 
.savinjr many a life at the risk of their own. 
Much ert'dit imtst he ”;iveti t<i the tnedictil .serv- 
ices for the hi*fh niortile of the men oti (Jitttm 
iind the fiojrppssiveness the}’ showml iti secnritif' 
(he FHL. 

•■’'(’TI'' ."iM OpRpI, .MedConunents, 21. 
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THE RECAPTURE OF GUAM 


CHAPTER VI Into the Jungle 


Lookinw l)!uTc on Phase I operations, tlic men 
of the III Amphibious Corps could view their 
accomplishments with satisfaction. They had 
e.\'ccuted a dillicult lauding across a wide, dan- 
gerous reef in the face of a well-organized Jap- 
anese force concentrated, as e.xiiccted, in the 
Asan, Orotc, and Agat areas. The costly, bit- 
ter, often hand-to-hand struggle that ensued 
dealt a death blow to any hopes tliat General 
'rakashina had of driving the Americans oil 
Giium.^ There now remained little for the sur- 
viving half of the oi'iginal Imperial garrison to 
do but light a futile delaying action to the 
north. 

Marines and soldiers now held the entire 
southern half of the island. Apra Harbor was 
once more in American possession and already 
in the process of being developed into a for- 
ward fleet anchorage. The airlield on Orote 
Peninsula had been made operational for light 
planes, and Avould shortly be ready for planes 
from MAG-21 to fly close sujjport strikes over 
the front lines. 

To date the operation had been one of light- 
ing an uphill struggle over some of the most 

■Utiits of IlIAC reported US!) KI.V, 4,s:i(i WlA, and 
302 MIA from II-Hour to 2400, .30411144. During the 
.'<iime iM'Hod couiiteil enein,v dead totaled 0,20.3 ; there 
were .30 I’OW’s and .several thousand enemy were 
e.stimate<l to he .sealed in cave.s. Also, an nndeter- 
niine<l number still lay unhuried in areas recently cap- 
tured. III.AC C-1 and C-2 Juls; 3d Mar Dlv W0, July 
1044, 12. 


rugged and densely wooded terrain in the Pa- 
cific. It had been a campaign of maneuver with 
units being shifted from one front to the other. 
Each tactical situation was met with the num- 
ber of battalions required for the job, regartlless 
of the unit’s parent organizations. The flexi- 
bility of General Geiger’s plans had paid olf 
well. 

The turning ])oint of the campaign, securing 
the FBL, saw the Guamanians beginning to 
flock to the protection of the Americans. Corps 
estimated that military agencies had 1,3:11 
civilians under their care by 31 July. The num- 
ber had swelled to .5,.530 by 2 August and two 
days later it had leaped to 12,100.^ Unfor- 
tunately, the combat units were ill prepared to 
handle this tremendous civilian problem. How- 
ever, after the treatment the Japanese had 
given the Guamanians, they appreciated any 
help olfered. Before long civil affairs sections 
took over and brought the situation under 
control. 

General Turnage sent a message to his troops 
on 30 July commending them for their line 
work during the past fighting, but at the same 
time he pointed out the possibility of heavy 
resistance in and north of Agana.'* From po- 
sitions on the commanding ground of Fonte- 
Chachao-Alutorn-Tcnjo, men of the 3d Marine 
Division and the Army’s 77th Division could 

DIIAC C-1 Jnl. 

’3d MarDiv D-1 Jnl. 


get a bird’s-eye view of Ihe terrain they would 
soon be lighting over. (See Map 21, Map 
Section) 

Across the Fonte Eavine, iininediately to 
tlieir front, lay the rnhl)le of the capital, Agana. 
Beliind it stretched a inarsli area covered with 
cogon grass and weeds 15-20 feet high. From 
these lowlands a broad limestone plateau rose 
from an elevation of 100 feet in tlic center to 
GOO feet near the end of the island. 

Dense jungle consisting of a maze of tree-like 
plants and undergrowth covered this sloping 
terrain. Fields and roads left idle had become 
overgrown with weeds, trailing vines, and 
underbru.sh that had grown to a height of six 
to eight feet. Troop movements away from the 
established roads or trails would be next to 
impossible. Jutting above the landsca])e were 
the bare .slopes of Mt. Santa Rosa and the 
thickly covered crests of Mt. Barrigada and 
northernmost Mt. Machanao. It was quite evi- 
dent that the terrain would continue to hinder 
military activities during the .second phase of 
the operation.'* 

ATTACK PREPARATIONS 

The period 29-;i0 July was spent in resting, 
I'eorganizing, and prei)aring for the coming at- 
tack. The 3d Marine Division and the Army’s 
77th sent patrols far to their front in an effort 
to determine the strength of the enemy and get 
a first-hand look at the terrain. Individual Ma- 
rines and soldiers improv'cd their positions and 
gave weapons a much needed going over. For 
the first time since W-Day, Marines .stojjpcd to 
wa.sh, .shave, and get into fresh clothes. 

During this rest on Fonte I’lateau the men 
witnes.sed one of the most unusual sights of the 
Pacific War. There can be little (pie.stion that 
the unstable situation of the Japanese called for 
some master stroke to restore organization and 
morale. It is questionable, however, if the full 
<lress parade in Agana, staged in full view of 
the Marines, was the answer. Decked in full 
combat regalia, the unpredictable Nipponese 
marching with militant precision made an im- 
pre.ssive sight. But the brilliantly polished 
bayonets and Samurai swords did not bewilder 
the alert fighting men on the ridge to the point 

' h'/^ Hiirvcy, 3-12. 
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GUAMANIANS, guided by an MI’, move down a road out- 
side of Agana to the temporary refugee camp where 
they will be fed and housed. 


of inactivity. Forward observers (|uickly called 
for an artillery concentration, but it fell too late 
to hit the formation that dispersed as rapidly as 
it had appeared.® 

On the more serious side, during these two 
days (2*.)-30 Jidy) unloading had pi(igres.sed so 
satisfactorily that the l)ivisi(jn Shore Party was 
deactivated at 1600 on 30 Jul}’.® All men from 
division and the garrison forces assigned to un- 
loading operations returned to their parent or- 
ganizatioihs. The l!)th Marines now assumed 
control of shore party activities. This release 
of riticmen to the 3d Marines enabled Ihe regi- 
ment to rebuild its badly depleted a.s.saidt units. 

In an eifort to obtain a last minute check on 
terrain anil enemy, the 3d Division's lieconnais- 
.sance Company sent two patrols well forward 
of front lines on 30 July. 'I’he oidy enemy ac- 
tivity observed was some movement on the air- 
strip east of Agana. After being over the 
ground, the patrols reported it would be im- 
possible to build siqiply roads behind the 9lh 
and 21st Marinos.'* As a result, the. coast high- 
wa}' woidd have to carry the entire supply load 
in addition to necessary troop trallic. 

MiirDiv llinlorji, 1.57. 

*.3(1 .MiiiUiv .fill. 

’3(1 .MarDiv SAK, IntelUpl, I’alrol Upl.s 1 and 2. 
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Witli heavy foliage convealing ('iiomy inove- 
nients, the exact location of their next stand 
was unknown. Intelligence i-eports indicated 
.Japanese concentiations in the Sinajana-Yona 
ai'eii and suggested the advance probably woidd 
encounter defensive positions near the Agana- 
Pago Hay Road. Of the 8, .500 troo])s now esti- 
mated to he available to .Tai)anese commanders 
to defend northern Guam, only 0,000 were be- 
lieved to be combat troops, the remainder being 
labor jiersonnel.® 

Tliis figure later proved to bo very accurate; 
the actual location of enemy defenses was some- 
what different. After machine-gun fire killed 
General Takashina on 28 ,T\dy (about 1400) as 
ho tried to leave his Fonte CP, General Obata, 
I he 01st Army commander, took direct con- 
trol of the remaining force.s.“ Still following 
Takashina’s ])lan of fighting a war of maneuver, 
Obata ordered a general withdrawal to the Mt. 
.Santa Rosa area for the final defensive stand 
.on Guam. 'I’o protect this area by lighting a 
delay action, he established two strong positions 
about six miles foi'ward of his main defenses. 
Hy daybreak of 31 July the right sector unit 
was deployed in the vicinit.y of Finega.yan, the 
other in the left sector near Mt. Hiirrigada."* 

During the move of the 2!)th Division to its 
new defensive area around Mt. Santa Rosa, men 
of the unit celebrated the anniversary of its or- 
ganization: “In an environment how different 
from last year,” wrote one of the Imperial 
ollicers. “I was deeply moved. There was 
only a little sake to drink each other’s health. 
The American . . . shelling is awful and a 
wounded man. Corporal Nakaji, committed 
suicide.” '* 

Mhih General Geiger not certain of just 
wheie the corps would encounter the main 
enem.v defenses, his operation order of 30 July 
outlined a plan to meet with any contingency. 

* I II AC 0-2 PeriodU' Itpt 12. 

“MiiJCen To.vaslil .Slii};enmt.‘<u. fomiiimider of the 
Ttinion-.\(;aTm-A.siiii defense seetor, next In line to as- 
sume division eoinniand, was kiiie<1 during the Fonte 
action (pfohaiiiy on 2(i Jui.v). With all of the higher 
nnit eomnianders Uiiled, (leneral OI)ata felt he .should 
assume command. Tah-cihi l.vttvr. 

,/iipiiiiciic Defcnm: of (liiain; Tukcilu. 

” F. I’ratt, Tho Marine’ll H’ur, (New York, 1948), 
28(!. 


Tlie over-all scheme of maneuver called for 
cutting the island in half on the genenil line 
Agana-Famja-Pago Bay (0-1 line), and then 
swinging to the northeast for the continuation 
of the attack. To seize 0-1, the 3d Marine Di- 
vision would swing to the left, capture Agana, 
al.so that portion of the Agtina-Pago Bay Road 
in zone, and maintain contact with the Army 
division on the right. From its i)resent pfisi- 
tions along the Tenjo-Alifan Range the 77th 
would Iiave to move nearly ten miles to take its 
part of the 0-1 line. 

The boiindai'y between the divisions extended 
from Mt. Alutom, along the Sigua River to 
Lonfit at the 0-1 line; from there to Road 
Crossing 120 on the Agana-Pago Bay Road, 
and then to Chochogo Village at the 0-2. This 
divided the island approximatel.y in half, put- 
ting Agana and the imiiortant Tiyan Airfield 
in the 3d Division’s zone of action and Mt. Bar- 
rigada and Mt. Santa Rosa in the 77th Divi- 
sion’s. (See, Map 21, Map Section) Corps set 
the jump-off fime at 0(i30, 31 July.’= 

To make the 77th available for the operation 
to the north, corps ordered the 1st .Marine Bri- 
gade to take over the southern part of the FBL. 
General Shepherd’s units were to i)iotect the 
foi-ce from any .Japanese tlnit might be in the 
south and to make further reconnaissance to 
determine the presence or absence of the enemy 
in that area. 

Aware of corps’ future jilans for his 77th Di- 
vision, General Bruce had started tx> get his 
units into position on 29 .Inly in anticipation of 
the move. The 3d Battalion, 305th went into 
corps reserve in an assembly area 1,200- 1,400 
yards northeast of R.J 5 and just south of the 
old Agat Road. Upon completion of its mis- 
sion with the 3(1 Marine Division, 3/307 re- 
turned to control of its parent organization but 
remained in the same defensive positions. By 
nightfall all of the 307tli had reverted to divi- 
sion control, and the 302d Engineer Combat 
Battalion had started construction of a supiily 
road thiough the gap between Mt. Teiijo and 
.Mt. Alifan.’^ (See Map 22) 

The next day warning orders went out to all 
units. The 77th’s jilan called for the 307th to 

"IllAC OnOrder 7-14. :!0JuI44. 

“ 77tli lufDiv OiiRpt, 4. 
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advance eastward and turn nortli across (he 
I’afio Kiver; the ttOath wonld follow, protectin<i 
the division’s south flank, cross the river, and 
extend to the east coast. 'I'he hOtith, reinforced, 
wonld pass to the control of the Mai-ine hri<iade 
on :U .Inly. 'Phis Army unit wonld (hen .shift 
its strength to the left of its sector, and when 
I’elieved move east behind the .‘lOath. 'I’o round 
ont the plan, the S)()2d Field Artillery Hattalion 
was assifrned as direct support of the :i()7th; 
all other artillery wonld be jieneral sipiport.” 
(See Map 2:5, Jlap Section) 

On the left (lank of the corps, the :5d Marine 
Division’s operation plan called foi' the advance 
with three regiments abreast: !)tb, 21st, and :5d. 
from rijiht to left. The mission called for seiz- 
in«j the imi)ortant cross-island Ajiana-Papo Day 
Road and bein<>: prepared to continue the attack 
on order. Initially all air, naval <;unlire, and 
artillerj' supi)ort woidd be on call. Division 
reserve wonld be made u]) of the depleted 2/i) 
and the tank battalion which now had all of 
its tanks back under operational control.*® 

AGANA AND ITS AIRFIELD 

AVhile infantry units made tbeir preparations 
for tlie attack to tbe north, artillery and naval 
gunfire did tlieir share by two days of infense 
and well-placed interdiction and harassing fires. 
All road junctions, known and po.ssible assem- 

"77th InlDiv OpOnler 4, .■!OJul44. 
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LIEUTENANT GENERAL TAKESHI TAKASHINA, .lnpane.s<> roiii- 
iimnder on Gmini killed on 28 .Inly while directing the 
cviu-imtion of the Fontc defensive po.sition. 


bly areas, observation points, and other selected 
tiirgets were kept under constant fire. As a 
last minute ell’ort to limit .Ja[)anese movemenis, 
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iiavill guns lired over 1,(>()0 rounds and artillery 
nearly 500 rounds during the night before the 
31 .Iidy advance.*" 

The III (’orps launched its attack to seize the 
northern poi'tion of tJuani at ()(>30, as .scheduled. 
On the left the 3d Marines moved out with 
three battalions abreast. The 3d Battalion, 
along the coast highway, headed generally 
north; ‘i/3, in the center, having been on a line 
with part of tlie unit facing north and the re- 
inaindei’ east, started northeast. 'Fo compli- 
cate further the regiment’s maneuver, the 1st 
Battalion was in position along the east lip of 
Fonte Ravine and tied in with the 21st Marines, 
which would move to the north. This advance 
would cause the 2bst to cross in front of 1/3, 
which would .soon be pinched out and go into 
regimental re.scrve.*’ (See Map 24, Map 
Section) 

Little opposition met the forward movement 
of Colonel Stuart’s force.s. Although the 
thickly mined roads into Agana caused some 
casualties. Marines were in the Plaza of the 
former capital by 1045. The enemy did not de- 
fend the razed town, and the only Japanese en- 
countered were wounded hiding in huts in the 
2(1 Battalion’s sector. 

By noon the remainder of Agana laid been 
occupied and as.siiult units of the 3d Marines 
had .seized their portion of the 0-1 line. They 
immediately reorganized and occupied positions 
along the Agana-Pago Bay Road and awaited 
orders to continue the advance.*® 

The 21st Marines left its line of departure on 
31 July with two battalions in assault, the ‘2d 
on the left, which quickly ])inched out 1/3 and 
then extended to contact 2/3 and 3/21. The 
latter unit, coming down from the slopes of 
Mt. Macajna, passed through an area where 
the Japane.se had large supplies of food and 
equipment .stored and pushed on against lit- 
tle or no op])osition. Following orders to by- 
l>a.ss any .small enemy groups, the assault ele- 
ments moved through the heavy underbrush as 
rapidly as po.ssible. Contact was dillicult but 
was maintained with the 3d Marines thi'oughout 
the morning; none was made with the 0th. 

'“Sd MiirHiv I)-3 .Ini; 12th Mur Oi)Sunimaries. 
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Even though the rugged terrain had slowed 
the advance somewhat, the 21st Marines re- 
ported its front line elements on 0-1 at 1340.'® 
Ord}^ the 3d Battalion encountered organized 
resistance. In attemiding to establish the right 
limiting jioint near Famja, this unit found it 
neces.sary to reduce a small opposing force cen- 
tered around a concrete pillbox. As soon as the 
regiment reached the day’s objective, 1/21, 
which had been in reserve, was put into the line 
on the left to cover the assigned frontage ade- 
(piately. 

M*^hen Lieutenant Colonel Duplantis (3/21) 
brought his command post forward, a curious 
incident occurred which illustrated the confu- 
sion of the Japanese. Someone in the battalion 
command group sighted one of the by-pa.ssed 
enemy groiqis, estimated to be about 15-20, led 
by an ollicer, moving toward the new CP area. 
'I'he Marines held their fire, and when the small 
unit got to within 150 yards of the waiting men, 
an interpreter called to the Nipponese to surren- 
der. Apparently thinking tliey had finally 
reached friendly lines, they started forward, 
then sto|)ped to hold a hurried conference. The 
chattering was interrupted by the interpreter 
urging them forward, but by this time the ag- 
gregation had decided they were in unfriendly 
territory. They broke and ran in all directions ; 
the Marines opened fire, killing and wounding 
about half of the intruders. Those still alive 
escaped into the jn-otecting foliage.®® 

With 2/9 still division reserve, Colonel Craig 
ordered his remaining two battalions to make 
the attack to the north. Forward elements had 
moved 2,500 yards ahead of the line of depar- 
ture 40 minutes after the regiment began its 
advance. For the remainder of the morning, 
terrain and not the enemy turned out to be the 
time-consuming factor. The only real fight took 
place near Ordot where a detachment of Japa- 
nese had been left behind in defense of dumps 
containing hundreds of tons of equipment and 
supplies. 

Overwhelming this opposition, the attack 
continued to make progress until two Japanese 
tanks halted the drive at 1415. The 3d Tank 

‘•3(1 Matin V D-3 Jill. 

“ Clark. 


124 



Hilttalion, now niuler division conlrol, could 
not send iinnor to liclp bociuisc of mines and 
coiif^estion on the, cross-island road. However, 
a bazooka man attached to one- of the assaidt 
.squads of 1/0 took the matter in liis own hands 
and knocked out both tanks, 'riie refjiment met 
no fnrtlier resistance, and at 1.510 (k)Ionel Craip 
had Ids units on tlie 0-1 line.“’ Contiict dnrinj; 
the day had been an intermittent affair because 
of the roiifrli terrain, and as the mdts arrived 
at tlie day’s objective tliere was physical con- 
tact with the 77th Division hut none with the 
2Lst Afai’ines. 

The 9th sent patrols out beyond its limitiiifi 
point in an effort to contact the 21st, hut had 
no .success until about 1800 when patrols met 
appro.ximatcly 800 yards to the left of the Olh’s 
honndary. A readju.stment of lines then took 
place. Colonel Crai<r filled the fjfiip with Com- 
pany C (1/0), and the troops hepan to dig in 
for the night. By this time a platoon of Com- 
pany B tanks, which had been dispatched to 
the 0th earlier, arrived to strengthen the de- 
fen.se and guard against any po.ssihle enemy 
tank attack on the flank.®^ 

General Turnage and his ADC, General 
Noble, had been well forward all day to keep 
ahrea.st of the situation. When the left and 
center of the division had reached the 0-1 line, 
a message was sent to corps requesting permis- 
sion to continue the advance. At 1400 General 
Geiger authorized this move hut ordei-ed that 
particular attention be ]>aid to contact between 
nnits.““ 

About 1.500 the 8d Maianes sent its 8d Bat- 
talion along the coast road north of Agana, and 
fhe 1st pa.ssed through the 2d to enter tlie swamp 
beyond the city. The passage of the swamp- 
land with its streams and 1.5-foot reeds was not 
completed until dusk. Emerging on the north 
side, 1/.3 set up all-around security and es- 
tablished roadblocks on the trail forward of the 
position. That night, 81 July-1 August, both 
assault units of the 8d Marines set up iierimeter 
defen.ses north of Agana a mile and a half 
apart with the rest of the division echeloned 
to the right rear. 

Miii Div D-3 .Tal; Craig 1952. 
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RUINS OF AGANA suitoiiiuI l.lio first troops of the 3d Divi- 
sion to roach the Island’s capital. 


When division ordered the renewal of the at- 
tack on the afternoon of 81 July, it also alerted 
the Reconnai.s.sance Company to send two 
motorized patrols forward at about 1700: one 
to check the road to Turnon Btiy, the. other to 
go to the vicinity of the airfield. The unit 
heading up the coast road stopped .short of its 
objective when it encountered a roadblock; the 
other, after making the only enemy contact, 
conqileted its mission. 'I'liree. Japane.se were 
fired on in a hon.se near the airfield with mnh*- 
termined resnlts.^^ 

The first day’s advance to the north had been 
almo.st unopposed, and the division’s front lines 
surged forward more than 5,000 yards. 'I'he 
former capital of Guam had been occupied, and 
4,000 yards of the important cross-island road 
had been opened for traflic. With fhe rapid 
advance came the necessity to move supply dis- 
tribution points closer to I he front. Trucks be- 
gan to roll over the already crowded coast high- 
way to establish an advanced division dump in 
the Agana Central Plaza area. Artillery units 

”3(1 .MarDiv .SAlt, liilelHpt, Patrol Upt 3. 


125 





COLUMN OF MARINES moving up the Agana-Piti Road on the first day of the attack to capture the nortliern end of 
Guam. 


started to displace forward so that, continuous 
direct support would be available to the assault 
units. 

'I'his added traffic, plus the fact that the 77th 
Division would have to move supplies over the 
.same road, pre.seuted a problem to the eufrjueers. 
In an effort to alleviate the situation, the 25th 
Naval Constnictiou Battalion and the liffh Ma- 
rines put all available men to work improvino; 
e.\i.stin<>; roads and trails.^ 

There had been little need for artillery and 
naval ffunfire duriiifr dayliffht of ill July, but 
that nifiht both took up where they had left off 
ill the moruiu^. Artillery fired 753 rounds and 


“lillh Mar SAU, 2. 


NGF 1,028 on hara.ssiiifr and interdiction mis- 
sions from 1900 to 0530.*“ 

Not a unit reported any enemy activity dur- 
incf the nif^ht. Nor did the 3d Division meet 
any opposition when it renewed the attack at 
0700, 1 August. The advance started with three 
regiments abreast, having the mission of seiz- 
ing Tiyan airfield and continuing to the north- 
east. On the left, 1/3 and 3/3 regained contact 
and moved forward to the D-2a line, where 
they held up until the situation on their light 
developed. 

The planned maneuvei' called for the 3d and 
9th Marines to pinch out the 21st at the D-2a 
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lino across the naiTow waist of the island.^' 
As the two reffiincnts advanced, tliey would 
close toward the centei- of the division zone, of 
action, <iradnally converfrinfi in front of (Col- 
onel Butler’s unit. In the 21st’s zone, the 1st 
Battalion i-eniained on line as the 2d and 3d 
advanced abreast: near the Ajjfana Puui])ing 
Station the 2d halted until covered by the for- 
ward inoveiuent of the 3d, and then pidled out 
of the line. .\t OillO the 3d Battalion was or- 
dei-ed to |)ivot on its rijrht flank and occupy the 
boundary between the 3d and 9th Mariue.s, 
estahlishin<r contact with each. 

'riie 9tli. jdafrued hy the dense vefretation, had 
moved up more slowly, with a residtant widen- 
ing ffap between the 3d and 9th Alai'ines. It 
was this irap that 3/21 would cover until the 
9th moved abreast of the 3d Marijies on the 
r>-2a line; 3/21 would then be attached to the 
3d Re<riment. The Marines completed this 
maneuver by 1300 against ne<rlifrible opposition 
and the 21st (less 3d Battalion) replaced 2/9 
as divi.sion reserve; 2/9 then reverted to i’c<ri- 
mental control. 

General Turnape ordered resumption of the 
attack at InOO and alerted the Reconnaissance 
('ompany for an afternoon mission. The two 
assatdt refriments j^iished steadily ahead toward 
the aii’field afrainst slijrht enemy re.sistance and 
at 1745 bogtan preparing positions for the 
nifiht.^” The 3d Marines stojiped 300 yards 
beyond r)-2 with 1/3 strunp out acro.ss the 
southwe.st end of the runway without cover oi’ 
concealment; the remainder of the division tied 
in alon<r a line ju.st .short of the Tiyan landin^r 
strip.“ 

I'he problem of gettinff .sui)plies forward was 
beconiinjr more, serious. The main coast road 
over which all traflic had to move had been 
heavily mined. The Japanese had placed 

”3(1 MaiDiv OpOrder 9, 31Au},M4. 
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“Oil (his (lay (1 Aufr) at 18.'>5 Marines of the VAC 
(pl('in('iits of 2(1 and -Ith Marino Pivlslons) s(>cnr(>d the 
isiand of Tinian after a hitter nine-day iialtle. For a 
complete story of the Tinian operation see MaJ O. W. 
Hoffiunn, The Seizure of Tiiiiiiii, MC Historical Mono- 
Kraph, ( Wa.shinfrton, ISIal ), liereinafter cited as Tiiiioit. 
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aerial hombs and sinfule-horncd mines at nmd 
junctions and inlersections in and around 
.V^ana. The 3d .Marines sulFered at least three 
serious accidents involvinj; the loss of life and 
e(iui)unent by 1000, 1 .\ufrust. Amon^ tliose 
killed were Major John Ptak tind I,iientenant 
.\rlluir C. Vivian, .Ir., respectively (lie e.xecu- 
live ollicer and the intelligence oflicer of 1/3.“' 
Ijat(*r in the day the 19th .Mariiu's attached 
additional bomb-disposal .sections to the refri- 
ment in order to cope with the increasiuff 
menace. 

.Mines also hindered (he motorized iititrol letl 
by LitMitemint Domild S. Floyd which scouted 
the heach road. When it had to turn hack be- 
cause of the mines, the tank-led unit went to 
(he airfield area to reconnoiter for a I'oiite to 
(he north. The nine tanks and one half-track 
checked the entire western side, (iudinfi little in 
the way of u.sidile roads. However, one un- 
charted trail, later developed into a passable 
route, was found half-way up the. airstrip. 
Floyd continued on and covered three-cpiarters 
of the length of Tiyan field before bein^ forced 
back by enemy (iro.“ 

AVitli the aiiparent lack of Jajianese stren<rth 
to the immediate front of the corps. General 
Geifrer ordered the advance to caMitinue with all 
|)ossihle speed. He wanted to contact the en- 
emy hefoie stron<r defensive positions could be 
prepared in the Mt. .Santa Rosa-AIt. Barri<rada 
area. In an elfort to harass the enemy while 
they went about their work, 1 1 1 Corps .\rtillery 
shifted the positions and normal zones of sev- 
eral units to enable (hem to take the Ja])ancse 
under fire. At the same time .\dmiral Conolly 
sent eifjht .ships around to the east side of the 
island to (;ive Mt. Santa Rosa a workiiiff over.” 

'I'lie riMiiainder of the fleet continued its mis- 


.'( i)lhiploii. 
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AGANA AIRFIELD less than two montlis after its capture is the scene of bustling activity as planes of MAG-21 line 
both sides of the runway. (Air Force Photograph.)- 


sion of interdiction and harassing, with most of 
the fire delivered at night. Artillery also kept 
up the constant pounding of road junctions and 
known or suspected enemy a.ssembly areas. 
Everything po.ssible was being done to press the 
attack as rapidly as practicable. 

The 3d Division jumped off at 0G30, 2 August, 
with two regiments abreast to secure tbo airfield 
and continue to the D-3 line. The attack prog- 
ressed slowly but steadily. The terrain re- 
mained the biggest obstacle, with heavy under- 
brush making the advance diflicult and tedious. 
The 9th Marines took the airfield by 0910. In- 
stead of the stubborn fighting that had been 
expected, the Japanese offered only minor 
resistance. 

On arriving at the D-3b line. Colonel Craig’s 
regiment received instructions to hold up until 
it could gain contact on both the right (77th 


Division) and left (3d Marines) Colonel 
Stuart’s 3d Marines had run into almost impen- 
etrable jungle that slowed its advance to a 
snail-like pace. Not until 1400 could that unit 
move up adjacent to the 9th Marines. 

The 3d Division spent the remainder of the 
afternoon trying to make an advance that was 
hampered by unsuccessful attempts to keep con- 
tact. The 3d Marines pushed ahead 1,800 yards 
on the left, but Colonel Stuart and his executive 
officer (Colonel James Snedeker) had to tie in 
battalions by the light of the moon. The 3d 
and 9th Marines had contact but the 77th Divi- 
sion had been retarded by the jungle growth; 
General Turnage attached 2/21 to the 9th to 
fill the gap between the Marines and the 
Army.“ Meanwhile, the 3d Battalion, 21st had 
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cleaml tho Saiipoii I’oint-Vpao I’oint area of 
small fiicmy f^roiips, aiul at 1G:>C) reverted to 
control of its own regiment. 

Earlier in tlie day one enterprisinjj; Japanese 
tank crew had taken advantage of the Marines’ 
extended lines and had driven through a gap 
near the airstrip, then sped down the road. vVs 
the vehicle raced toward the (’P of l/:i, the as- 
sistant battalion surgeon looked iq) and re- 
marked, “Look at the Jaj^anese tank we must 
have captured.” About that time one of the 
crew opened the turret and braiulished a pistol, 
firing wihlly at anything in sight. A few hun- 
dred yards farther and the tank ran into a 
ditch, whereupon the crewmen jumped to the 
ground and fled into the jnngle. Just prior to 
darkness two tanks from Company B, 3d Tank 
Battalion destroyed the enemy vehicle.^ 

With the Tiyan airfield secured, the. Marines 
now controlled the area that wonld be developed 
into one of the finest fighter strips in the Pa- 
cific. On Orote, work on that airstrip had been 
on a 24-honr basis, and the rnnways wonld soon 
be leady for M.VG-21. 'I’he entire i)eninsnla 
had been cleared of all but isolated Jajjanese, 
and the garrison force had taken over its de- 
fense, ns well as that of Cabras Island, at 0800, 
2 August.®' 

In conti-ast to the deepe.st penetratimi of 
5,000 yaials during the first eight days on Guam, 
the 3d Division as a whole had surged ahead 
8,000-9,()00 yards with the 9th Marines taking 
over 12,000 yards in jnst three days (31 Jnly- 
2 Angirst) since starting the drive to the north. 
Casualty figures for this phase of the operation 
showed 44 KIA, 52 VIA, and none Ml.V for 
the division.®* The fact that of the 9(i casual- 
ties listed, nearly 50 percent were killed in action 
I’eflects the character of the lighting during 
tho.se few days. Enemy resistance had been 
light and contact with the main force of the 
I'ctreating Japanese could not be made. But the 
rear guard units were so posted that the advanc- 
ing Marines came ii])on them unexpectedly. At 
close (piarters the point-blank fire could not miss 
and residted in the disproportionate death toll. 

“ Aldington. 
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The dense jnnge growth and nigged terrain 
provided cover and concealment that addl'd to 
the effect ivene.ss of this delating action. 

During this period, the rapid advance began 
to tax the inadequate transportation of the 
division. The reduced nmnher of organic ve- 
hicles brought a.shore increased the burden of 
keeping supplies forward. There had been 
combat losses and operational defects, and with 
the nec'essity of keejiing the already old trucks 
on the road most of the time, preventive, main- 
tenance had to be neglected.'*'* 

M^ith the cut in the elliciency of the tran.s- 
portation, and the lack of an adei|nate road net 
to carry the heavy supply load, corps began 
a search for an alternate solution to the situ- 
ation. General Geiger on 2 August reipiested 
that a harbor I'econnaissauce be made of Pago 
Bay and the Agana Bay channel to determine 
the feasibility of their use as unloading points.'" 
This would bring (he supply origination closer 
to (he using arms and .shorten the haul to 
dumps, particidarly in the ca.se of the 77lh 
Division, which had been unable to get a road 
cut through the mountainous country behind 
its units. 

'Phe 302d Engineer Battalion had made a 
gallant effort to construct a ])as.sable road, but 
byliightfall of 31 ,Iuly the jungle had won, and 
the project had to be abandoned.'* Erom that 
point on, siqiply would be by hand-carry until 
the Agana-Pago Bay Boat! could be opened. 

"WATER AT LAST”— BARRIGADA VILLAGE 

With the Reconnaissance Troop jirotecting 
the .south Hank, General Bruce’s 77th Infantry 
Division started toward the east coast of Guam 
at ()7()(), 31 July. Elements of the 307th, with 
3/305 attached, led the way in a column of bat- 
talions. Dick of enemy resistance jiermittcd 
battalions to move with companies in column; 
even .so, the march proved most diflicult. The 
troops initially .scaled steep slopes, slid down 
into narrow gorges, and followed along the 
foothills southwe.st of the central mountain 
range of Guam. 

*’3(1 MT Rii SAR, 1-7. 
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SOLDIERS OF THE 77th DIVISION reach the end of the road 
hulldozcd by the 302d Engineer Combat Battalion. 
Forward elements strike out cross country in the 
advance on 31 July. (Army Photograph.) 

For a time, veliicles followed, but soon the 
terrain became so rough that even jeeps could 
not traverse it. As one infantryman later 
wrote : 

The (llstanee across tlu! island is not far, as the crow 
Mies, hill unluckily we can’t My. The nearest I came 
to Hying was while descending the slippery side of a 
mountain in a sitting position. . . . After advancing a 
few yards you Mnd that the [boltj handle of the ma- 
chine gun on your shoulder, .vour pack and shovel, 
cnnteen.s, knife, and machete all stick out at right 
angles and are ns tenacious in their grip on the sur- 
rounding nnderiirush as a dor.en grappling hook.s. . . . 
'I'he Mies and mo.s(|uitos have discovered .your route of 
march and have called up all the reinforcements in- 
cluding the underfed and undernourished who regard 
us as nothing but walking idood hanks. We continue 
to push on. . . .“ 

The rapid movement of the infantry despite 
the rough terrain prompted General Bruce to 

“ OiKim, 77th Div, C5. 


decide to push on to the Pago Eiver before stop- 
ping for the night. A liaison plane dropped 
orders to the llOTth to this effect at about 1200.^^ 
The assault elements continued moving and kept 
.small units forward to reiiort any enemy activ- 
ity while the main force followed in column. 

One of these patrols from Company L. 
had the distinction of liberating the. first large 
group of Guamanians. Late in the afternoon 
of 31 July scouts met several natives who told 
of a concentration camp near .\sinan which was 
guarded by only a few Japane.se civilians. 
When the unit reached the compound, 2,000 
Guamanians were found and immediately freed. 
Soldiers willingly gave their rations and ciga- 
rettes to the undernourished men and women 
who were almost overcome with joy at once 
again seeing Americans. Men of the 77th Divi- 
sion soon forgot the long, tiresome cross-island 
march as the full i-ealization of the expression, 
“liberation of enslaved peoples,'’ came to the 
troops.** 

Earlier in the day (11.50) .3/30,5 had reverted 
to control of its parent regiment which had 
been ordered to move to the Pago River with 
two battalions. The remaining unit (2/.30.5) 
after connecting with the northern flank of the 
brigade bad orders to guard the MSK (main 
supply route) as far as possible to the east. 
Company I (3/30.5) made the only enemy con- 
tact on 31 July. As the unit moved up the road 
leading into Yona late in the afternoon, several 
Jiipanese opened fire on the advance elements. 
Pltitoons deployed and the soldiers quickly 
overran the former Japanese supply center; five 
enemy were killed.'*® 

The ,307th had occupied the high ground on 
the southwest bank of the Pago River by 1700, 
but a wide gap existed between it and 3/30.5, 
which had .set up a perimeter defense after its 
skirmish at Yona. Colonel Tauzola echeloned 
the remainder of the 30;5th to the right rear to 
protect the south flank of the corps. Colonel 
Smith’s 30(jth still remained in position on the 
FBL.*" 

At daybreak, 1 August, 2/306 went into corps 

"307th Inf S-2. .S-3 .Ini. 
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reserve, and tlie remainder of (he repiinenl 
started the inarch to tlie vicinity of Thifio Hay 
to join the division. About an lionr later, 0700, 
with the .‘lOTtli on tlie left and the ;50.5th next 
to the coast, the 77th attacked to jrain the 0-2 
line. The .30,')th had secured the hnd<re across 
(he Papo River by 0800, but (he o07th made 
slower profn'ess as the men hacked their way 
throujih jungle near the river. 

The 307th captured the all-importaut Afrana- 
Pago Hay Road shortly after uoon, thus mak- 
ing it available for the movement of equipment 
and sujiplies. The 77th immediately requested 
permission to use the coast road in the 3d Ma- 
rine Division’s zone to enable it to get supplies 
forward. It was an unusual thing indeed for 
two divisions to utilize the same supply route 
but as General Hruce so ajdly put it, ‘‘The hooks 
would say it can’t he done, but on Guam it was 
done — it had to be.” 

Little or no ojiposition met the advancing 
Army troojis as they pushed on toward the 0-2 
line and Harrigada. 'I'he route of march led 
the soldiers cross country over rough terrain 
covered with heavy undergrowth that made the 
going slow and tiresome. Individuals began 
running low on food and canteens were almost 
dry. Lacking pure water, the troops started 
drinking coconut milk or creek water made 
usable with halazone tablets. Captured Jap- 
anese canned salmon and gum drojis added va- 
riety to K-rations, the only food that had been 
carried on the long trek across the island. 

Fortunately .some relief would arrive when 
the 0-2 line was secured. Sullicient roads 
could he cleared to permit some traflic to bring 
forward the urgently needed food, reserve am- 
munition, and water. However, as the advance 
moved farther to the north, the sources of water 
became scarcer. The northern half of the 
island had few streams and the sub-surface 
coral quickly absorbed even the heaviest rain- 
fall. This nece.ssitated the speedy capture of 
Harrigada with its deep well that could provide 
30,000 gallons of pure water <laily.‘* Hut the 

" MajOeii A. D. Ilnice, “.Vdiiiiiiislriition. Supply, and 
lOvaciiation of tlie 77th Iiifaiitry Division oil Guam,” 
MiUtnry Revicir, Dceemher 10J4, 8. 

“ Ibid., 4. 



INFANTRYMEN of ('ompany B, 30.">th Infantry .send out 
Hankers as they move from the FBI, toward Barrinada. 
(Army Photo|!:raph.) 


task was expected to be a diflicult one since in- 
telligence estimates indiciited the enemy had 
e.stablished defenses in (his area to block the 
American tidvance to the Jaitanese btittlc posi- 
tion which iierial observers reported under con- 
struction at Mt. Santa Rosa. 

On the evening of 1 August, (he JO.ath dug 
in for the night near Manguilao, a mile and a 
half northeast of RJ 171 where the :>0()th had 
halted at 11)00. The 307th, under its new com- 
mander, Lieutenant Colonel Thomas H. Man- 
uel,*'’ extended its left northward to make con- 
tact with the Marines on the 0-2 line. 

The newly captured Agana-Hago Hay Road 
was soon a scene of bumper-to-humper trallic 
as direct support field artillery battalions moved 
forward and supply trucks began to roll to 
newly e.stablished dumps. 'I'he ab.sence of 
enemy aircraft and the improper employment 
of Japanese artillery permitted the use of lights 

*°CoI. Sleplieu S. Haiuiltou, Hie former GO. was 
evacuated liecause of illness at UMIO on 1 .Vugu.st. 
307th Inf Opllpt, 2-3. 
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FORWARD OBSERVERS check the progress of assault units 
of the 307th Infantry as they reach jungle growth near 
the Pago lliver. (Army Photograph.) 


as supply trains continued to grind throughout 
tlie night.®” 

Late in the afternoon of 1 August command- 
ers decided tliat after the 307tli Infantry had 
captured the I’rice Road within its zone of 
action tlie next morning, tlie regiment would be 
j)ermitted to halt temporarily. This would al- 
low trucks to bring much needed rations for- 
ward to resupply units before they launched 
a concerted etl'ort to seize Ilarrigada. At 07()0 
on 2 August, the 77th jumped off to accomplish 
tliis mi.ssion. 

A half-hour earlier 14 light tanks from Com- 
pany 1), 70()th Tank Battalion had moved out 
on a reconnaissance of the Barrigada area. 
When the column reached a i)oint 800 yards 
beyond the road junction at San Antonio it drew 
moderate fire. After spraying tlie underbru.sh 
witli machine guns, the force withdrew and re- 
turned to regimental lieailquarters with the 
report of iiaving seen only eight enemy soldiers. 
Tlie same unit was ordered out at 0800 to com- 
plete its mission of scouting as far as the 0-3 
line.®* 


“77tli InflMv OpRpt, 4. 
" 77th InfDiv G-3 Jnl. 


Retnicing its previous route along the Agana 
Road, the patrol passed through Barrigada, 
turned at R.J 30(5, and proceeded uii the Fine- 
gayan Road toward Mt. Barrigada. An eniiity 
pillbox at the junction and an unmanned road- 
block were the only enemy positions seen. 
When the tanks were almost abreast of the hill 
mass, Japanese soldiers opened fire from be- 
hind three enemy trucks stalled in the road. 
The leading tanks killed an estimated 3.5 de- 
fenders and then turned their guns on the trucks 
to demolish them. 

Returning to the road junction at Barrigada, 
the tankmen started up the road toward the 0-3 
line. The way became rougher and naiTower, 
and the dense jungle closed in around the tanks 
as they plowed forward. About 1,000 yards 
from the junction the platoon leader’s tank got 
hung up on a stum]i and blocked the rest of the 
column. The Jaj^anese had been waiting for 
this and the jungle immediately came alive with 
enemy soldiers. They swarmed over the lead 
tanks, and 20mm cannon and heavy machine 
guns commenced firing on the vehicles that fol- 
lowed. The Army tank crews recovered from 
their surprise immediately and drove the at- 
tackers back into the protective cover of the 
heavy foliage. Some of the Japanese were shot 
from their exposed jjositions on the tanks and 
others picked olf as they scrambled into the 
jungle. After the tank on the stump had 
worked itself loose, the reconnaissance com- 
mander received i)ermission to return to the 
regimental lines. The patrol accomplished this 
without further incident bj' 1100.®“ 

The 14 tanks arrived back at their assembly 
area shortly after the .307th had jumped olf 
from Price Road. The regiment had .secured 
the road by 0830, and immediately issued the 
rations and supplies that had been rushed for- 
ward. Two hours later the general advance to 
cajjtiire Barrigada got under way. 

The 305th, with its 1st and 3d Battalions in 
a.s.siiult, met little resistance initially. The 3d, 
which encountered le.ss troublesome terrain and 
jungle, pushed almost a mile ahead of its fiank- 
ing units. As the battalion approached Barri- 
gada enemy opposition from outposts incretused, 

" 70Cth 'rkBri OpKpt, 5. 
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and at 1020 a Comi)any 1 patrol was Iiit by 
withcriiiff fire, from concealed macliinc-fiun po- 
sitions near the Ban-ifiada Well, 1(10 yai'ds 
northwest of K.I HOG. The company deployed 
and initialed an attack supported by battalion 
mortars, but tlie effort {rained only 100 yards. 
Japanese troojis, well dii{r in and e.xcellently 
camon(Ia{red, held tlie.ir (ire until Army units 
endan{rered their jmsitions. These tactics 
stopped any attempt at a (lankin<r movement, 
and allowed the enemy to take full advanta"e 
of the terrain around Ilarri{rada, 

A ])latoon of li{rht tanks from the TOGth Tank 
Battalion, requested earlier, arrived about noon 
and plans not under way for a coordinated bat- 
talio)i attack at 1230 to be supported by tanks 
and artillery. Radio difficulties with the sup- 
porting artillery and word of the exi)ected ar- 
rival of a platoon of medium tanks caused the 
jump-off time to bo delayed until 1330. 

Lieutenant Colonel Chal«rren took advantage 
of the extra time to make a more detailed re- 
connaisance and to contact the commaiiders of 
the flanking battalions to assure coordination 
of all units. Cbalgren’s men jumped off on time 
but even Avith the sti’ong artillery and tank sup- 
port the battalion gained less than 200 yards.” 
It now become appai’ent that the Japaiiese 
planned to put up a determined resistance in 
this area. 

On the left, the BOTth’s plan for 2 August 
called for its 1st Ihittulion (Lieutenant Colonel 
Joseph B. Coolidge) to maintain contact with 
the 3d Marine DivisioTi flanking units, reach Ihe 
Finegayan Road north of the town, and seize the 
western slopes of Mt. Barrigada. Major John 
W. Lovell’s 3d Battalion was to keep abi-east of 
the 30i)th, push directly through Barrigada, ami 
take the mountain’s southern slopes. Direc- 
tional control would be by compass on an azi- 
muth of 45 degrees.” 

4'he regiment moved out anticipating little or 
no opposition, but within the hour small arms 
and machine-gun fii o hit both assault battalions. 
Immediately after leaving the line of departure 
Company A met scattered resi.stance which 
forced it to veer to the right. The change in 

" CUdUjren. 

"307tl> Inf OpUpt, 3. 



ARMY SHERMANS of the TOtilli Tank Battalion grind 
through the rubble of Agana before taking the cross 
i.sland road to join the 77th Division prior to the Bar- 
rigada action. (Army Photograph.) 

direction brought the company out on the Ag- 
ana Roatl so that its advance was now in the 
zone of action of the 3d Battalion. 'I'lie latter 
unit luul been moving steadily ahead on the pre- 
scribed axis of attack. 'I'he inevit able happened 
as the units approached Barrigada; Company 
A collided with L, which in turn forced K into 
the 305th’s sector. 

As a result of crowding three companies into 
an area not wide enough for two, the possibili- 
ties for a balanced attack no longer existed. 
The rcsidtant l,()()0-yard gap on the left of 
Comiiany A reduced (he chances of any flank- 
ing pi-essure on the enemy entrenched around 
the village. Furthermore, oidy one platoon of 
Company A could be u.se<l effectively, and K 
had almost no front at all.®'' 

Major Gerald G. Cooney, exevutive officer of 
the 1st Battalion, cpiickly took commaml in his 
zone and ordered ('ompany B into (he gap in 
an effort to adjust (he front line.s.'“ yVs men of 
that unit tried to get into position, a Japanese 
tank .shot out of a burning grass shack and 
headed down the Agana Road toward (Im 
thinly-held lines. Crashing blindly info biiild- 

“ au»m, 77lh Dio, 8r)-S(!. 

“’The battalion eonmiaiuler, M(k>l (%iiili(lg(>, had 
gone with (’o U along Ihe division boundary and wa.s 
now out of contact with Ihe remainder of his ballaliou. 
Later in the day Col Coolidge was wounded and evac- 
naied. Maj Cooney look over full command at about 
llilM). ;!()7lh Inf OpIl|)t, 3. 
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iiifrs. including!; a temple in the villa}>:e, the 
enemy tankmen wliose vision slit was covered 
by the temple roof, whirled and churned tlieir 
vehicle in every direction. Tlie thatch-roofed 
tank overran Arm}' machine-<rnn positions and 
continued down the road, wildly firinjr id every- 
thinj; in its path.®' Curiously enoiifjh, no avail- 
able records show how, or when, this tank was 
desti'oyed, but at any rate it did not return to 
the Barrigada action. 

Uepeated attempts by the 307th failed to 


dislodge the enemy. Finally, Company (t 
( 2/307) launched a tank-supported attack at 
loOO which penetrated the Japanese line bnt 
did not lessen the gap on the left. Lieutenant 
Colonel Charles F. Learner committed Com- 
pany K at 1630, and with light tanks leading 
the way the unit successfully filled the breach 
and gained contact with the 1st Battalion. 
Darkness halted any further advance, and the 
regiment dug in just beyond the road junction 
at Barrigada.®® (See Map 25) 


‘Uliiam, 77th Dio, 88. 
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Mi'iinwhilc, on tlio tin; liOritli Inul inovod 
up and consolidatod its lines witli tlie :$07tli, de- 
stroyiiif; an enemy taid< in the process. Both 
refjiinents i>repared all-around defensive posi- 
tions on the nifiht of 2-3 Aujiust to ensure 
afiainst enemy infiltration attem])ts. 

It had been a day of fnistration for men of 
the 77th Division. 'I’he intense fire from Japa- 
nese wea|)ons could be felt as the attackiufr 
troo])s tried to move forward, but locatin'; tbe 
concealed soldiers was another matter. Posi- 
tions were so well camou(la<;ed that the size of 
the force op])osin<; the Amei-icans could not he 
intellii;ently estimated. In any case, the enemy 
had siitlicient strenfrth to kill 29 and wound 98 
.\rmy oflicers and men duriiif; the day.™ 

Before the advance <;ot under way on 3 
Au<;nst, General Bruce ordered a refrroupiiif; of 
battalions. Refrimental boundaries stayed the 
same, but in the 307th’s zone the 2d Battalion 
rejdaced the 1st, and the 3d shifted hack to cover 
its normal fronta<;e. The 1st Battalion, 30.5th 
relieved the 3d on the left, and the 2d remained 
in the assault on the rif;ht. This reali^imed the 
re^riments so that the division covered its as- 
sij;ned sector, and it also assured a coordinated 
attack apainst the enemy positions around 
Barrifrada.'”’ 

The as.sanlt started at 0G30, and much to the 
surprise of everyone, encountered only a few 
snipers as units went forward. By 0930 the 
re<;iments had advanced throu<;h the Barripada 
clearinp, and the all-important well had been 
secured. Five hours later a water point had 
been riushed into .service and thirsty troops 
could once more be assui-ed of a pood sujiply.®* 

In conjunction with the attack plans for 3 
Anpust, artillery had been ordered to fire an 
hour-lonp preparation on Mt. Barripada, start- 
inp at 0G30. The 304th and 30Gth Field Artil- 
lery Battalions were assipned the mission, com- 
pletinp it on schedule. Apain at 1330 Mt. 
Barripada received a poinp over when all of 
the division’s artillery oiiened up with a five- 
minute barrape ])rior to the .‘)07th’s main ell'ort 
apainst the hill. After the repiment started 

“■TTlh liil’Div (!-l .Tnl. 

“TTIh Iiiiniv ti-3 Jill. 

“’77th IiifDiv OiiKpt, 5. 



TERRAIN photograph taken from Mt. Santa Rosa sliow."! 
tlic zone of action of the 77th Division in the atlvance 
to the nortli. (.\riny I’hotograpli.) 


to move, the barrape would be lifteil 100 yards 
every two minutes until the infantry reached 
the summit.®® 

With tanks spearheadinp the drive, the 307th 
beat a path throuph the junple, meetiup only 
scattered opposition on the lower slopes of the 
hill ma.ss. As the troops neared the top, enemy 
resistance diminished to only occasional sniper 
shots. The 3d Battalion reached the summit 
at 1.500, but its advance had been more rajiid 
than the 2d’s on the left. The 2d Battalion's 
attack on Mt. Barripada tended to pull it to the 
ripht, and when the zone became too wi<le to 
cover, contact was lost with the 3d Marine Di- 
vision. (See Map 2G, Map Section) 

About 1,000 yards to the ripht of the 307th, 
isolated pockets of .lajianese slowed the .3051 h’s 
attack. Also the tniils that had provided the 
avenues of advance had dwindled to nothinp, 
further hinderinp propress. In an attempt to 
maintain control within the repiment. Colonel 
Tanzola reduced the front and ordered patrols 
to cover the remainder of the zone to the coast.®® 
Althouph the day's advance had been limited 
to only about one mile by the dense junple, the 

“’77th IiifDivArt.v Action Rpt, 9. 

*“ 30.7th Inf .Vetion Rpt, 3. 
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oxpoctod liciivy Jaiiaiiesc op]K).sition had not 
inaterializi'd. This in part was due to the air, 
naval ^rnnfire, and artillery harassment, but of 
more siffiiiHcanee is the. fact that the Jaiianese 
tlid not consider Mt. Ihirrijjada a "ood defensive 
position. An enemy terrain appreciation study 
of the island contains these remarks concerning 
the area : 

Mt. IJarriKndii is densely wotxled. A sin«le road 
over tile .summit is barely passable for foot troops. 
The level summit has no Held of vision, and for a 
future military position a firing area must be cleared. 
[The .lapanese did not see tU to do tliis.] 

Further attempts late in the aftenioon of 3 
August failed to close the existing gaps in the 
line. As the division dug in for the night 
across the summit of Mt. Barrigada, there was 
no contact between regiments and none with the 
Afarines.“ Again the men of the division had 
seen few of the enemy but plenty of the thick 
jungle that would plague them for the remain- 
der of the Guam campaign. During the day 
they had also seen the first Army fighters and 
bombers over the island. Sixteen P-47’s and 
three B-25’s of the Seventh Air Force, based 
at Saipan, flew deep support missions in the 
afternoon. One of the P-47 pilots, Lieutenant 
Howard H. Barret, USA, had the dubious 
honor of being the first Air Force pilot to land 
on Guam when he made a forced landing on 
Orote Airfield.®® 


“JICPOA Item 0174-Guam ; Military Terrain and 
nench Conditions. Translation of Japanese map dateil 
February 1944. 

“TTtli IntDiv C-.S Periodic Rpt 11. It should be 
pointed out that some officers feel it is not necessary 
to maintain a solid line across tile entire front in tids 
type of terrain astainst scattered opposition. The ad- 
vocates of this metliod of Jungle liglitint; advance in 
columns, make contact only on certain tavorable ter- 
rain features, iind estaldish perlmtder defen.ses to pi'o- 
vide all-around security. Still anotlier group of offi- 
cers push tlirougli the jungle on existing roads and 
trails but maintain contact by the use of connecting 
tiles and patrols tliroughout the adv.ance. Strong 
points, roadblocks, and piitrols keep visual contact be- 
tween perimeter defen.ses at night. No attempt is 
made in tliis monograph to evaluate the dilTeretit meth- 
ods of jungle warfare but only to present tlie facts as 
the.v existed during tlie campaign. 

“.‘il8th FtrOru, VII FtrComd, Seventh AF, Organi- 
zation History, August 1944 ; 48th l!omGru(M), VII 
IlomComd, Seventh AF, Organization History, August 
1044. 


Following a five-minute artillery jircparation 
at 0655 on 4 Augtist, the 77th Division pushed 
forward to capture the dtiy’s objective. Gen- 
eral Bruce ordered that contact should be made 
with the Marines as soon as [tossible and that 
the 0-3 line be secured. There the advance 
would be temporarily halted for consolidation 
and reorganization. 

To accomplish the first mission, a reinforced 
platoon of 2/307, with two tanks attached, 
started toward the division’s left flank. The 
tanks reduced two enemy roadblocks and pro- 
ceeded on down the road. As they neared a 
third barrier they opened fire for a quick de- 
struction of the obstacle in their path. 

Unfortunately, men of Company G, 2/9 of 
the 3d Marine Division occupied this position. 
The hail of bullets and 75mm shells quickly 
drove the Marines to cover. Before the fii’e 
fight was halted by Captain Fagan, company 
commander of the 9th Marines unit, who stood 
up and waved his helmet at the onrushing tanks, 
seven Marines had been wounded. Later in- 
vestigation revealed that the Army patrol had 
been told that friendly troops would identify 
themselves by firing red smoke grenades. The 
Marines had not been informed, and when the 
soldiers started to throw colored grenades after 
the action had gone on for some time, it meant 
nothing to them. Fortunately, Captain Fagan 
stopped the skirmish before further casualties 
and loss of equipment took place.®’ 

Earlier in the morning the 307th’s com- 
mander had ordered his 1st Battalion to pass 
through the 2d (Major Thomas R. Mackin)®* 
and secure the road near the 0-3 line; the lat- 
tei' unit would then pass to regimental reserve. 
The 1st completed the passage of lines at 0915, 
but did not move abreast of the 3d Battalion 
(Major Joseph W. Hanna)®® until 1245. Bruce 
ordered the general advance to start about the 

aiiiim, 77th l)if, 104-105 ; Olass. 

“ As.suiim‘(1 c-oiuinaml on 3 August replacing LtCol 
Learner wbo was wounded and evacuated. Oiiam, 
77th Div, 102. 

•"Assumed coinniand on 3 August replacing LtCoI 
Lovell who was hospitalized because of illne.ss. Lovell 
resumed command of 3/307 on 6 August. Ltr LtCol 
J. W. Lovell to author, 15Dec52. 
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snme time division headquarters received the 
followiiiff message from General Geiger: 

Coi'i)s coummiidor is sorry lint lie feels he will have 
to hold lip advaiiee of 3d MarDiv until 77th Div lines 
are a little hotter orttanized and f;ap hetween divisions 
is closed. Orders to TuriniKe are being issued accord- 
ingly." 

Major Hanna’s Imttalion (3/'W7) had taken 
its objective witlunit meeting any enemy re- 
sistance, and sliortly thereaftei’ the 1st moved 
up on line. But the contact that had been 
gained in the morning had once more been lost 
beciiuse of heavy underbrush. Patrols from 
both the Army and the Marines failed to meet, 
and jn’eparations had to be made to try again at 
daylight. 

On the right flank of the division the SO.ath’s 
progre.ss had been slow because of the narrow 
and indistinct paths. Tanks broke trail for 
the two assault battalions, 1st and 2d, but the 
heavy foliage still retarded 1 he advance. Never- 
theless, by nightfall the regiment had been able 
to reduce an ambush, overcome other .scattered 
resistance, and move 500-1,000 yards beyond 
the 0-3 line.^> 

The movement fi'om the 0-2 to 0-3 line was 
ended by the night of 4 August. 'Flie 77th 
Division had captured the town of Barrigada 
with its important water supjdy and had se- 
cured the mountain north of the town. It had 
been an advance opposed not only by a well- 
concealed enemy but also by difficult terrain 
which made contact within the division diffi- 
cult and practically nonexistent with the Ma- 
rine division throughout the drive to the north, 
Although during the five days of fighting 40 
were killed, 228 wounded, and 18 reported 
MIA, the 77th Division was in good condition 
to continue the jmsh northward.'’- 

FIGHT FOR FINEGAYAN 

The officers and men of the 3d Marine Di- 
vision had been hearing the word “contact” as 
often as those of the 77th Division since, the 
start of Phase II operations. The diffictdty of 
maintaining contact is indicative of the eflect 

"77th IiifDiv G-3 Jnl. 

’’ 30r)tli Inf Action Rpt, 3. 

"77th InfOiv G-1 .Ini. 
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that the close-knit vegetation had on the ad- 
vance of both divisions. Fortunately, the dap- 
anese had not been encountered in any or- 
ganized .strength the first three days the Marines 
were in the jungle. But this was not to be the 
ca.se during the next three. 

All artillery battalions of the 12th Marines 
had displaced forwai'd by 2 August in order 
to be in position to provide continuous sup))ort 
to regiments of the division. Corps artillery 
had also moved, so that its longer range guns 
could now be used more eilectively. By night- 
fall, units had brought forward a good supjily 
of ammunition in anticijiation of the increased 
need for artillery support in the Finegayau 
area. During the night 2-3 August, the 12th 
Ma rines delivei'ed 777 rounds of harassing and 
interdictory fires on roads and trails within the 
divi.sion’s zone of action.’® 

The division renewed its advance at 0700. 3 
August, with two regiments in assault. The 3d 
Marines, on the left, moved ahead against little 
opposition, but the !)th did not meet with such 
good fortune. (See Map 27, Map Section) As 
its 1st Battalion afiproached BJ 177 just west of 
Finegayau village at 0!)10, an estimated jilatoon 
of Japanese opened fire on Company B. The 
enemy was dug in on either side of the roml 
across an open area that gave excellent fields of 
fire to the defenders. This well-oiganized posi- 
tion, according to the commanding officer of 1/9, 
Lieutenant Colonel Randall, constituted one of 
the strongest his battalion hit during the Giiam 
campaign.’* Nevei theless, a platoon of infan- 
try supported by two tanks and the file of com- 
pany weapons, overi-an the .stronghold, disclos- 
ing it to have been held by a force of about com- 
])any instead of platoon size. After the half- 
hour action Randall’s men counted 105 enemy 
dead.” 

At RJ 177 about 500 yards farther up the 
Finegayan-Mt. Santa Rosa Road, Company B 
ran into more enemy .soldiers. This force con- 
sisted of riflemen with machine guns dug into 
positions taking full advantage of the ravines 
and ditches in the area. Heavy brush and palm 

" 12tli Mar OpSuniiniirlcs. 

’■ Iiiiei view witli Col. C. A. Uaiulall, 27Mar5i:. 

"9lh Mar U-2 Jnl. 
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PRIVATE FIRST CLASS FRANK P. WITEK, 1st Battalion, 9th 
Marines, posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor for 
action on 3 August during the advance on Finegayan 
when ho covered the temporary withdrawal of his 
platoon, exposed himself to safeguard a wounded 
comrade, and then led an attack, personally accounting 
for 16 Japanese and a machine-gun position before he 
was struck down by an enemy rifleman. 

proves provided concealment that made indi- 
vidual Japanese hard to discover. The light op- 
position at the road junction, however, made it 
a])parent that the Imperial troops planned to 
fight only a delaying action in this vicinity. 

After IW 177 was secured at 1300, Companies 
A and C passed through B and received orders 
to prepare to spend the night in the vicinity of 
Finegayan. Company B pulled back and set 
up in the open area it had cleared earlier in the 
day.’® As the advance elements of 1/9 dug in 
for the night of 3-4 August, a column of jeeps, 
half-tracks, tanks, and trucks came speeding up 
the road and continued on past the road junc- 
tion toward Yigo. But 400 yards farther the 
column pulled up short when 7omm guns, auto- 
matic weapons, small arms, and one tank fired 
on the leading vehicle of the convoy, 

'*1/9 SAU, 1. 


This reconnaissance unit had been in a state 
of uncertainty all day. As early as 07r>0 the 
21st Marines had been alerted to furnish one 
com])any for a motorized recamnaissance patrol 
to Kitidian Point. Throughout the i*emainder 
of the morning other units were dispatched to 
HJ 125. When the complete patrol assembled, 
its makeup consisted of : 

One section of Reconnaissance Com- 
pany (2 half-tracks and 4 radio jeeps) . 
Com])any A and staff tanks of 3d Tank 
Battalion. 

One squad of mine detection and de- 
molition men from 19th Marines. 

Company I, 3/21 mounted in (> trucks. 

Over-all commander of the Armored Recon- 
naiasance Group was Lieutenant Colonel Ilart- 
noll J. Withers (Commanding Officer, 3d Tank 
Battalion), with the reinforced infantry unit 
being under command of Major Edward A. 
Clark (E.xecutive Officer, 3/21).” 

Unfortunately, the haste with which some 
units had to organize their jiart of the jiatrol 
resulted in trucks reporting to haul troops with- 
out sufficient gas to make the entire trip. Nor 
were drivers properly equipped or oriented for 
their mission which cau-sed confusion as to the 
route to be followed. The drivers had been 
engaged in hauling rations to a forward dump, 
and the first six trucks unloaded had been 
pressed into service on short notice. Lack of 
time prevented cori’ection of all the inadequa- 
cies, and at 1245 commanders received the word 
to proceed on the mission.’® At 1455 Lieuten- 
ant Colonel Withers sent the following mes- 
sage to division headquarters: 

Patrol is held up at front lines where firelight is 
going on. Kecoinineiul patrol remain together behind 
front lines tonight and ciear at 0730 tomorrow. In- 
snftlcient time remains today to aecompli.sh mi.sslon 

Tfl 

A half-hour later headquarters directed With- 
ers to proceed on the assigned mission at once, 
but to return by 1800. That part of the route 
not covered would be checked the next morn- 
ing, 4 Atigust. 

"3d TkBn SAR, 11. 
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When Marines liad cleared (lie way (he col- 
unin continued aloiifi the road. But the lim- 
ited vision from the lead half-track caused it to 
miss the left fork at R.I 177. its assijiued route, 
and continue in an easterly direction. It was 
this patrol which sped through tlie lines of 
1/9 and was stoi)))ed at 1610 by heavy enemy 
fire. Only (he ])oint had advanced beyond the 
road junction, l)ut before tliese elements could 
break contact one half-track had been desti oyed, 
one 6 6 truck daimifred ami abandoned,™ and 

one tank slifrhlly damaired. 

Two hours later remainiii'r units had returned 
to the front lines, and a check of casualties 
showed one KIA and 14 BTA in addition tf) the 
vehicles destroyed or abandoned. Japanese 
equipment put out of action included two 7.5mm 
ffims, one tank, and several machine {pms. An 
undetermined number of enemy soldiers were 
killed.®' 

With the exception of the action around HJ 
177, the 3il Division had advanced afiain.st only 
moderate resistance throu^lhout the day. 'i’he 
left flank had moved about .3,000 yards ahead 
of. the ripht, which had been stop])ed at noon 
because of lack of contact with the 77th Divi- 
sion. As a con.sequence. on the ni{rht of 3 
Aufrust the Marine front lines extended ea.st- 
ward from Xaton Beach to the coastal hi<;hway. 
From there they ran alon<r the road throufrh 
Dededo and Finefrayan, joiniiifr the division 
boundary at a road junction 1,000 yards west of 
Mt. Barri<rada.®- (See Map '28, Map Section) 

The early horn's of darkne.ss were quiet, but 
at 2100 the 3d Marines started receiving mor- 
tar fire. An hour later the same unit rejMU'ted 
killinjr an ei{rht-man Japanese patrol led by an 
oflicei'; all Inul been wearinjr white arm bands, 
and as they neared the front lines (he last mem- 
ber of the group fired a red rocket. This evi- 
dently signaled two enemy medium taidcs to 
go into action. They cruised down the road 
into the lines held by the 9th Marine.s, passed 

“ The tlamagoU truck was suliswiiipntly recovered 
and the only damage evident was a larRe hole in tiie 
left front door. I.tr LtCol T. K. Stokes to CMC, 
25Nov.o2. 
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through K.I 177, and conlinued on (heir way, 
im|)crvious (o (he (ire «d' several 37mm guns. 
After crushing the trail of one of the 37’s, (he 
tanks turned west into the rear of the 3d Ma- 
rines, fired a .57mm projeclile at a .Marine tank, 
and then withdi'cw. Fortunately, the .57mm 
round failed to t'Xplode, though it did pene- 
trate (he armor on the right sponson."-'' 

Dui'ing this tank action an enemy force of 
undetermined .size made an attack, supixnted 
by 90mm mortars, in the area of the homulai'y 
hetw(>en the 3d and 9(h Marines. Division 
head(|uarters warned the 21st Marine.s and the 
3d Tank Battalion about 2330 to be prepared 
to rei)el the counterattack. Twenty minutes 
later, after artillery had broken u]) the Jap- 
anese effort, the alerted units were secui'i'd.®' 
'I’he remaiiuler of tlu; night passed without 
incident. 

Earlier in the day the -1th Marines of the 1st 
Brigade had moved into an area northeast of 
-Vgana near Toto. This was in comidiance 
with a coi'])s order issued (he previous day, 2 
August, ))lacing that regiment in force reserve. 
The first indication that General Geiger in- 
tended to ii.se General Shepherd's brigade in 
the north had come the day before (1 August), 
in the form of a warning order, issued at 1900.®'' 
This decision had been made after one day’s 
extensive j)atrolling by units of the brigade, 
which repoi'ted seeing few .Japanese soldieis or 
installations. 

'I'hese patrols, consisting of platoons or larger 
units from both regiments, had started their 
search mission at daylight on 1 August. The 
largest. Company A (1/22) Reinforced, de- 
parted from Magpo Point and was to proceed 
along the south coast via Faepi to IJmatac, 
Port Merizo, Port Ajayan, Agfayan Bay, Ina- 
rajan, Talofofo Bay, and 'I'ogcha Bay to Ylig 
Bay and then return overland, I'eentering the 
brigade’s lines at Maanot Pas.s. It had the 
mission of determining enemy strength and 
movements, destroying or capturing all Jap- 

”A s|)onson is the hotlow onlarKeniciil on tlic sht(> 
of tlie hull of a lank, usert for .storiii,s: ainniunltion, oi‘ 
as a .^iKiee for radio ei|iii|micnf or kuiis. 
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iiiicse eiieoimteml, iiiul iissistiii<f friciully na- 
tives to enter the I\[arine lines. Corps author- 
ized the sendiiifr of two DUKWs with the 
patrol to carry .seven days’ ration and two units 
of fire, and to he available, for evacuation of 
casualtief. if needed.®® LCM’s Avere to meet the 
DUKW's at Uinatac with additional supplies 
consisting mostly of fuel. 

The patrol ariaved at Umatac at 1400 that 
afternoon (1 Aug\ist) without encountering re- 
sistance. other than two stragglers. It also ar- 
rived minus rations. .Vbout one mile, south of 
Hangi Point one of the DUKAV’s became mired 
in the sand, obliging the crews to redi.stribute 
the supplies and reload the remaining vehicle. 
This then put to sea but did not arrive at Uma- 
tac until after dark. 

Afeanwliile, the reconnaissance fliglit that had 
been assigned to locate the unit each day leaimed 
of the patrol’s plight. The. brigade observer in 
tbe i>lane, Captain AVilliam R. Norton, returned 
to Orote Airfield and loaded 90 pounds of ra- 
tions and dropped them to Company A at 1800. 
The suj)plies scheduled to arrive at Umatac by 
LCM had failed to do so when the sea became 
too I'ough for small boat operations, but brigade 
headquarters directed the patrol to contimie its 
mission. Supply would be by OY airdrop.®’ 

To search the southern portion of the island 
more thoroughly, brigade ordered the 22d Ma- 
rines, Avhich had completed the relief of the 
806th Infantry by 1000, 1 August, to send one 
company Avith three days supplies to Umatac. 
After establishing a base camp there, it w'ould 
comb the Avestei'u half of the brigade zone. The 
4th Marines Avas to set up a base at Point Agfa- 
yan and check the eastern half of the zone south 
of the Maanot-Talofofo Road. The northern 
part of the eastern zone would be patrolled by 
a unit from the 4th, operating from a position 
near Togcha Point.®® (See Map 2, Map 
Section) 

At 1080 the folloAving morning (2 August), 
in accordance Avith A’eibal instructions from 
corps directing the brigade to be prepared to 

move to the vicinity of Toto in corps reserve, 
' 

“Ixt I’rovSIlU’Bris Oi)Order 30, 31.Tul44. 
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(ieneral Shepherd issued his operation order. 
The 4th Marines, less the tAvo companies (A 
and F) on distant jtatrol, receiA'ed orders to 
as.semble in the vicinity of Maauot Pass and 
be jtrepared to move to the north at 0800 the 
ne.xt morning. The 22d Marines, less the 1st 
Battalion, Avould continue on its present mis- 
sion of patrolling and be ready to move on 5 
August.®® 

Shortly after noon, hoAvever, corps directed 
that the 4th get under Avay at 0680, 8 .August, 
and jiass to forc-e reserve at that time. Late in 
the afternoon when reports stai’ted coming in 
from the day’s patrols feAv enemy contacts Avere 
noted. Marines had sighted only one organized 
group and that consisted of 12 soldiers Avho had 
holed up in a cave in the heights south of Mt. 
Lamlam. All Avere destroyed, but not until one 
Marine had been killed and tAvo others Avounded. 

At daylight on 3 August, the 4th Marines 
began the moA'e to Toto. Upon departure of 
that regiment from the south, the 22d received 
the resjionsibility of evacuating the Avounded 
of the tAvo 4th Marine companies remaining in 
the area. Other units assigned the searching 
mission continued their patrol activities. To 
assist ill the mopping up of the Japanese strag- 
glers, Guamanians in the Talofofo area Avere 
armed, at their oAvn request.®® 

At 1415 General Shepherd received dispatch 
orders from corps directing the movement of 
the brigade (less 1/22, 9th Defen.se Battalion, 
and 7th AAA (AW) Battalion) to join the 4th 
Marines at Toto. The order Avould be effective 
at 0700, 4 August, at Avhich time the detached 
units Avould become a task force under com- 
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Arcbie E. O’Neil, 
Commanding Oflicer, 9th Defense Battalion. 
The. mis.sion of this ncAvly-activated unit Avould 
be to protect the force south flank from a point 
in the vicinity of Inalas along the FBL to the 
AAest coast opposite Anae Island. (See Map 
15) In addition it Avould defend the Agat- 
Dadi Beach area and patrol the island south of 
the general line Pago Bay-Agat Bay.®’ 

At 0700, 4 August, Headquarters, 1st Marine 
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Briffiulc* and f lu; 22d Marines, less (lie 1st Hal- 
(alion, eoninieneed (lie move, to {jet into position 
to support the corps in its seizure of the re- 
mainder of Guam. At the same lime the :1<1 
Division jumped oil' to strai{ihten its lines so 
that the 21st Marines could move into position 
as planned. The operation order called for 
thatrepiment (lessJld Battalion) to po into the 
center of the division’s zone between the ;>d and 
9th Marines as soon as tho.se two assault units 
.secured the 0-3 line. The division’s wideninp 
sectoi- north of KJ 358 made this maneuver 
necessary.®'^ 

As the 9th’s right flank went forward, the 
breach between the Marines and the .Vrmy ke]it 
wideninp. At OSOO, when the gap continued to 
widen, tlie right flank was halted 1,()(K) yai’ds 
short of the 0-3 line. Division headquarters 
directed 2/9 and 3/21 to till the gap and protect 
the right flank of the division. In carrying out 
this directive, 2/9 established a roadblock on 
the F'inepayan-Barripada Road. It was this 
position that the tank-led jiatrol of the 77th Di- 
vision tired on at about 1045.“'* 

The 1st Battalion, 9th tried to push ou to the 
0-3 line, but moderate resistance slowed the ad- 
vance. When it became apparent that the 
day’s objective could not be reached without 
e.xposinp the division’s right flank even more, 
a change of jilans occurred. At 1450 the 21st 
Marines was directed to take over its zone of 
action immediately, and in compliance with 
General Geiger’s instructions the division woidd 
hold up until contact could be gained with the 
77th Division. 

Mdiile this maneuver took place, another in- 
cident occurred that showed the maul for closer 
liaison between adjacent units. As 2/9 and 
3/21 {prepared their positions on the boundary 
between the 3d and 77th Divisions, friendly 
planes hit the Marines. Two B-25’s flying 
sujjport missions for Army units opened up on 
the CP area of 3/21 and also .strafed troojis 
moving along the road toward the front lines."' 

Elements of the 21st had completed the relief 
of Com])anies B and C, 1/9 by 1730. The re- 
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inaininp units of tin* 1st Battalion, 9th, held the 
area around the diipanese-manned roadblock 
(hat had s(opi)ed the armored reconnaissiince 
pati-ol ou 3 August. From this position tlie 
enemy had successfully delayed the advance 
throughout the day by the use of antitank 
(.VT) weai)ons, 75 mm gnns. niat4dne guns, and 
riflemen concealed in the 10-20 foot high bnish. 
(See Map 27, Map Section) 

When intelligence reports indicated the pos- 
sibility of a couuterattacflv from this ()osi(ion 
during the night of -1-5 .\ugust. Lieutenant 
Colonel Randall sent reinforcements to his ad- 
vance company. Before dark two platoons of 
infantry and a machine-gun platoon had gone 
forwai’d and were dug in for the night."-'' Con- 
tact had not been made with the 77th Division, 
but the Marines did have a solid line extending 
from Naton Beach along the 0-3 line north of 
Dededo. From there, it bent back to a point 
1,000 yards short of 0-3 along the division 
boundary. 

During the afternoon of 4 August the 22d 
Marines started to move into its as,sembly area, 
and by iiightfall the entire regiment and bri- 
gade headquarters group were sot up in force 
reserve. General Shejiherd’s CP ollicially 
opened in the vicinity of S:in .\ntonio at 1200, 
and at 1400 the 4th Marines reverted to brigade 
control."" 

In the south, patrols of the 4th Marines had 
returned from Togcha Bay and Port Inarajan, 
rejiorting no enemy contact. Other units, un- 
der Lieutenant Colonel O’Neil’s new task force, 
also failed to find any organized resistance, 
further .strengthening the inlelligence that the 
Japanese would only defend in the north. As 
the units of (he 4th com]deted their mission 
in the south, they immediately joined their par- 
ent organization at Toto. 

The 3d Division renewed its attack at 0030, 5 
August, with orders for the 9th and 21st .Ma- 
rines to seize the 0-3 line. The 3d Marines, 
which had been meeting little or no resistance, 
was directed to move its left flank forward 1.000 
yards to Bijia Point but to maintain contact 
with the 21st ou the right. 

1/!) SAR, 
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The 9tli Marines' plan of attack called for 
('oin])any A to be attached to the -Id Battalion 
until the rcfiiinent reached 0-3. At that time 
1 /9 wonld refrain control of its unit and the 2d 
Battalio!! wonld pass throufrh the 3d. The rcfri- 
inent wonld then make the as.sanlt with two bat- 
talions abreast. Meeting only lifrht resistance, 
units completed the first jdiase by 0830 and the 
1st and 2d Battalions were in position to carry 
out the second jihase. 

On the left Lieutenant Colonel Baiulall sent 
Company B back into the line and attached a 
platoon of tanks to each of the assanltin<r units. 
They encountered heavy o]>position immedi- 
ately, and thick brush made the enemy difRcult 
to locate and destroy. Tt became a blind fisrlit 
with visibility limited to a few feet on either 
side of the road. The nattire of the fi<rhtin<r 
and the density of the foliafre can be illustrated 
by an incident that occurred to one of the tanks 
with 1/9. When it hecame impossible to pro- 
ceed farther without checkin" the road, the tank 
commander directed one of his men to scout the 
immediate area. Only 1.5 yards from his own 
vehicle, the Marine discovered a camouflaged 
Japanese medium tank that had been aban- 
doned.®^ 

At noon Company C passed tlu-oufrh the ri"ht 
unit in an attempt to flank the strongly de- 
fended area. Accompanyin" tanks I'eceived 
heavy .\T fire, and the <reneral advance was 
slow, but by 1800 the two assault companies had 
cros.sed the road. .V half-track that had been 
attacbed late in the afternoon destroyed the one 
i-emainiiifr 75mm <rnn, and Lieutenant Colonel 
Randall recommitted Company A on the riirht 
to close the }rap with the 2d Battalion. The 
lattei’ tinit Inid 7iot met such stiff resistance in 
its assault, and by 1000 it had reached the road 
junction in the vicinity of Li"uan. Here the 
hattalion i'eceived orders to prepare a perimeter 
defense for the nifflit.*® 

Xeither the 3d nor 21st Marines encountered 
organized opposition durin" the day. Isolated 

" 1/0 S.\R. 'J. Tlii.s is no (loul)t tlie tank that Iiad 
reported knocked out liy tlie armored reconnais- 
sance patroi on the evening of 3 August. 

“/h/d.; 2/0 SAB, 7. 


jiockets of resistance had slowed the iidvance, 
but or":inic weapons (piickly silenced these. 
Before nightfall both regiments had gained 
their objectives, and by using one compiiny of 
3/9 between the 9th and 21st, contact had been 
obtained througbont the division. Jso contact 
existed, however, between the Marines and the 
Army. 

"I'he day’s activities had snfliciently uncov- 
ered RJ 177 to permit supply trains to move 
to the forward dump at Dededo. It had heen 
jilanned to open this distribution point on 4 
.Vngust, but continuous fighting around Fine- 
gayan delayed the mo\'e foi' one day. 'I’o help 
shorten the over-all route, Agana Beach was 
now ready for u.se, and ITDT’s had begun clear- 
ing an LVT channel to the shore at Turnon 
Bay. The ojiening of these two beaches would 
give, the division close access to incoming sup- 
ply ships. 

In keeping with General Turnage’s |iolicy of 
liaving .service elements well forward, division 
hospital displaced from the vicinity of Asan to 
the site of the old U. S. Naval Hospital in 
Agana on 5 August. About the time this move 
was complete, 1700, the engineers reported the 
opening of a water point at Dededo. Its 35,000 
gallons per day would be welcomed by those in- 
fantry units now making the long run to 
Agana.®® 

he brigade remained in bivouac in force 
reserve throughout the day, hut General Shep- 
herd received verbal instructions for the em- 
ployment of his command in the near future. 
The corps commander intended to pass the 
brigade through the 3d Marines to attack north 
along the west coast of Guam. At 1205 Shep- 
herd sent the Reconnaissance Platoon, 4th Ma- 
rines to reconnoiter routes for the movement of 
troops and supplies to assembly areas near 
Dededo. At 1030 the corps’ operation plan was 
received directing the brigade to attack on 
order, seize successive objectives, and then by 
aggre.ssive patrolling to clear the enemy from 
the northern tip of the island.*®® 

Although air, naval gunfire, and artillery had 
been keeping Mt. Santa Rosa under constant 
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I05MM HOWITZER hastily emplaced to support the nortliern drive of the 3d Division. 


bonibin dment, tlie Japanese still maintained ar- 
tillery positions in the area. At least seven 
<^nns continued to harass the Americans, and 
during the night of 5-6 August the weapons in- 
creased their activities.^“^ The enemy had been 
firing intermittently throughout the day. hut 
only when rain squalls occurred. This had 
made detection almost impossible, and when 
darkness came the guns opened nj) with the mo.st 
severe artillery fire encountered during the 
drive to the north. 

Road junctions seemed to he the primary tar- 
gets and Marine installations located in their 
vicinity received considerable harassment. The 
!)th Marines' units near R,I 177 reported the 
heaviest concentrations. Both division and 
corps artillery brought fire to hear on the sus- 


pected enemy 75mm and 105mm gun positions, 
hut only silenced them temporarily. When the 
lire shifted to othei' targets, the Japanese gnus 
immediately resumed their interdiction mis- 
sions. With the coming of daylight the enemy 
weapons became silent."’- 

Thelkl Division renewed its attack with three. 
I'egimcnts abreast at OG.'IO, (i August. On the 
right the Oth Marines continued meeting s<;at- 
tered re.sistance from the remaining Japanese 
defenders of the Finegayan ])osition. Wlien 
an enemy patrol led by a tank hit a 2/0 road- 
hlock which had been set uj) on the division 
boundary, the lank was destroyed and the in- 
fantry scattered. Two ])latoons of Company 
G, supported by tanks, pursued the enemy sol- 
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BEER AND SAKE DUMP overrun near Finegayan is checked 
by Marine supplymen and tallied for eventual issue to 
troops of III Corps. 


cliers and killed 15 before breaking off the action 
at a road junction 1,000 yards inside the 77th 
Division’s zoned"-' 

AVith intelligence agencies indicating the 
Japanese were establishing delaying forces of 
infantry and antitank units along the trails and 
roads only, the division connnander decided on 
a change of tactics. At 0900, General Turnage 
issued bis operation order directing the resump- 
tion of the attack by advancing columns along 
all roads and trails. Each column would search 
out and mop up enemy resistance for a distance 
of 200 yards on each side of the road in close 
country. In open terrain, the edges of the first 
cover were to be checked. Contact would only 
be nece.ssary at indicated objectives.’"'* 

After the remaining enemy positions in the 
Finegayen defense area bad been reduced, the 

2/!) SAU, 7. 
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3d Division encountered little ojiposition as it 
moved ra[)idly forward. At 1155 Marines fi- 
nally made contact with the 77th Division near 
KJ 363 when a patrol from the 306th Infantry 
met a similar patrol of the 9th Marines. By 
1300 the head of the 2/9 column had reached 
HJ 358. Using yellow smoke to mark its posi- 
tion, 2/9 pushed ahead until artillery shells be- 
gan to fall in the vicinity of the advancing Ma- 
rines. Commanders later discovered the fire 
wiis in su[>port of a 77th Division unit ap- 
I)roaching the same road junction on a different 
trail.’"® 

As a result of all units taking to the roads, by 
nightfall of 6 August the 3d Division had ad- 
vanced 4,500-5,000 yai-fls all along the front. 
On the left flank the line extendecl from Ague 
along the road to Ihl 366; from there it fol- 
lowed the trail to the road that led to RJ 358 
where a 300-yard gap existed between the Hank- 
ing Marine and Anny battalions’ defense per- 
imeters. (See Map 28, Map Section) 

The elimination of 737 Japanese around the 
Finegayan positions broke the outer ring of the 
Mt. Santa Rosa defense.’"® The action also 
cleared the key road junction connecting the 
highway and trail network to the northeast. 
This would now permit the movement of equip- 
ment and supplies to all corps units with less 
difficulty. The four days of close, almost hand- 
to-hand combat, however, had resulted in 18 
Marines being killed and 141 wounded.’"’ 

Of more importance to the individual Ma- 
rine than the tactical accomplishments, the bat- 
tle of Finegayan had uncovered a cache of 100 
cases of Japanese beer. Division placed guards 
on the di.scovery and later moved the supply 
to dumps for safekeeping until the Guam cam- 
paign ended; it was then distributed to units 
of the division. The presence of the beer in 
the locality no doubt accounted for the large 
number of druidcen enemy .soldiers encountered 
throughout the action. 

Although the Jai)anese could still harass the 
Americans with artillery, antitank, and auto- 
matic weapons, the effect of the air strikes and 
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naval fiunfirc <in tliosa positions was haiiifi iVlt 
l>y the enemy. One Japanese ollieer later 
wrote. : 

Tlio tMieniy iiirfori’o seokinj; oiir unit.s duriiif; tlio 
daylialit liDurs in tlie fore.st, Iiomlicd and slrafi'd even 
a single soldier. Durina the niglit, tlie enemy imviil 
nidts attempting to cut our commnnientions were sltell- 
ina our position from ali points of tiie perimeter of 
the island, thus inriiedina our operation aetivilles to 
a areat extent.'”* 

Wliile tlie 3(1 Division had hetm movinff 
steadily ahead, the hrijrado displaced to (tre- 
vioiisly dosienated as.senil)ly areas in the vicinity 
of Dededo. (Jeneral Shepherd’s forward ('1* 
opened at 1410, (i August, and both regiments 
wore in bivouac prior to darkness. Shepherd 
received verbal instructions at 1445 ordering 
his tinits into the line on 7 August, and when 
conlirmation arrived by dispatch at 1700 the 
brigade had completed arrangements for the 
attack. With the commitment of the brigade 
on the left Hank of the corps. General Geiger 
directed tlie 3d division to continue, the attack 
and assist the 77th Division on the right. 

77th’s PRELUDE TO MT. SANTA ROSA 



MOUNT SANTA ROSA, tari'ct of the liiml corps drive, 
(lomiimtiKl the 77th division zone of action. (.\rmy 
Pliotograph.) 


The apparent movement of the Japanese to 
tlieir main defenses around Mt. Santa Rosa 
prompted tlie 77th Division commander to start 
maneuvering his units into attack position as 
early as 5 August. At 0700 on that day the. 
30Gth Infantry started its move to jiass by the 
right Hank of the 307th and e.xtend northwest 
toward the division boundary. This would 
pinch out the 307th, allowing it to go into 
division reserve for a day’s re.st. (See Map 
‘ 29 ) 

Although the 306th encountered little I’e- 
sistance, jungle terrain, i)oor trails, and inac- 
curate maps slowed the maneuvei'. Colonel 
Smith’s regiment had covered the 307th by 
1600, but the unit was still 1,000 yards short 
of its objective. Nevertheles.s, General Bruce 
instructed the battalions to consolidate their 
positions for the night, paying particular at- 
tention to all-around .security."® 

On the right Hank of the 77th Division, the 

"“./n/j«HC»c DcfniJin of Ouom. 

Prov.Mai-RrlR WJ), lJul-10Aug44, 10. 
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305tli had continued hacking its way through 
the dense jungle. With tanks and self-propel- 
led guns beating a trail, the day's activities 
netted 2,000 yards and put the 2d Battalion on 
the 0—1 line by nightfall. The 1st, about 1,000 
yards to the rear, bivouacked in a more or less 
isolated position. Hard coral underlay about 
si.\ to nine inches of earth, making the prepara- 
tion of propel’ slit trenches and weapons’ po- 
sitions virtually impossible in the time allotted. 
About 0200 the nufst destructive Japam'.se night 
raid the 77th Division experienced on Guam hit 
this hattalion. 

4' wo Japanese medium tanks with ajiproxi- 
mately one platoon of iufantiy broke through 
Coniiiany A, guarding the northern sector of 
the battalion's defensive area. Troops im- 
mediately opened fire all along the line. 'I’lie 
enemy infantry .scattered, but the vehicles con- 
tinued on into the rear installations. Once 
inside the perimeter the tanks separated as if 
according to plan and sprayed eithei’ side of 
the trail, covering the bivouac area with mur- 
derous fire. 
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SOLDIERS of tlie 307tli Infantry a<lvancinf! past Army tanks as they move ii]) tlic road from Yiko to Mt. Sanl.a Uosa. 


Ill flu* excitement that followed, men turned 
their rifles and automatic weapons on the tanks, 
blit the (ire only ricocheted into friendly troops 
who were shiftin'!: to alternate positions. One 
of the tanks, in trying to rejoin its partner, 
collided with an Army Sherman, then hacked 
off, smashed a jeep, and continued on its way 
liring continuously. Joining, the two Japanese 
mediums charged north toward the iferimeter, 
leaving behind a trail of devastation including 
IG killed and .‘52 wounded. Most of these cas- 
ualties resulted from the battalioirs inability to 
prepare adequate trenches judor to darkness.”' 
Several hours later men of the JOath encoun- 
tered these same two tanks again. The 2d I5at- 
talion came upon them at OGMO as it retraced its 
course of the previous day in an effort to find a 
better route of advance. This time the Japa- 
nese in hull defilade covered the narrow trail 
leading through the dense jungle undergrowth. 
The eiKSuing fire fight was a confusing one, in- 
volving American medium tanks, heavy ma- 

LtDiilnini. 


chine guns, mortars, and riflemen, all trying to 
knock out (he lank-held position. Finally, when 
infantry scpiads pushed through the jungle on 
either side and moved np on the enemy’s rear, 
they found three dead soldiers; both vehicles 
had been abandoned. 'I'o their previously in- 
flicted casualties the Ja])anese tankmeu added 
15 killed and .‘51 wounded."^ 

Units of the 77lh spent most of G August in 
getting into jxisition for the well-planned at- 
tack on Mt. Santa Kosa. I5y nightfall the GOGth 
had reached the division bonndar^’, the .‘5()r>th 
had its battalions on (he 0—1 line, and the .‘507th 
was really to move hack into the center of the 
line. These positions resulted from planning 
started on J August. 

Early on the morning of 5 .\ugiist (leneral 
Bruce received the coiqis oiieration plan order- 
ing the capture of .Ml. Santa Rosa and the lo- 

"'■Oiiam. 'Itth Dir. 111-lia. Omciiil (i-1 '•asimUy 
reports for (iAiin I-l do not complelely eoiilirm I lie lislisl 
KI.\ of flip Army’s monoKriiph aeeomif. Only 1!) KIA 
are listed liy (I-l for (he :tfr>lh Inf diirinu: the l!4-lionr 
period (l(Kll-2400, (iAnt;44. 7Tth InfDIv (5-1 .Ini, 
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iiiaiiuler of (he islaud to tlie nortli. It would 
be a corps assault with the main effort beinfj; 
made hy the 77th Division.'” Tentative plans 
had already been worked out by Bruce’s staff 
for the capture of the tactically imi)ortant Mt. 
Santa Rosa area, and at 12.50 an overlay show- 
iiifr the proposed scheme of maneuver went out 
(o each unit involved. Essentially, the opera- 
tion would surround the dominating hill, thus 
cutting off all avenues of escape for the enemy 
e.xcept by the sea (See Map .SO, Maj) Section) 
d'he. .sweej) would be to the left, with the 
IiOfith’s objective the high ground to the north 
extending from Lulog to Ai\ao on the coa,st. 
Since this regiment would have to cover twice 
as much ground as the others in the division, it 
would advance without regard to contact. It 
would, howevei', send patrols forward to the 
division boundary to secure that area. The 
:i07th, supported by the 706th Tank Battalion 
(less Companies A and B) , was to capture Yigo 
with its important road junction, then turn to 
the east toward the slopes of the objective. The 
.‘50.5th (less the .3d Battalion which woidd be in 
corps reserve) was to continue along the same 
general avenue of advance the regiment had 
been following and secui'e the high ground 
south of Mt. Santa Rosa. Each regiment would 
keep one battalion in reserve, to be committed 
only on authority of the division commander."'* 
Corps had made plans to continue the shell- 
ing of the area by warships and further soften 
enemy jiositions with air strikes by P— l:7’s and 
B-2.5’s. In addition, corps artillei'y wo>dd give 
priority of fires to the 77th on the designated 
day of the attack. Including the division’s own 
organic artillery, there would not be a shortage 
of support for the big push. 

In the afternoon of 6 August (1720) corps 
ordered the attack for 0730 the following moni- 
ing. In anticipation of this move General 
Bruce had .sent his chief of staff forward to 
reconnoiter for an advance CP earlier in the 
afternoon. Colonel McNair had selected an 
area about GOO yards .south of Ipapao and was 
making a last minute check of the position at 

IIIAC Oul’lan 8-44, .^Allg44. 
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164i5 when a sniper fired from ti hut and killed 
him imstantly.”® 

After the reconnaissance party detected more 
Japanese, the division reserve (3/30.5) received 
instructions to scour the area. Only .500 yards 
from the proj)osed site of the CP, Company I 
oncountei ed an estimated 1.50 enemy .soldiers in 
well-prepared positions. Many of the individ- 
ual foxholes were located in the roots of iron- 
wood trees which made them almost impervious 
to small-arms fire. The job of completely liqui- 
dating this pocket took more than six hours and 
required the major .strength of (Companies I and 
K, supported by a platoon of medium tanks.”® 

THE FINAL DRIVE 

At 0730 on 7 August all three regiments of 
the 77th Division left the 0-4 line with orders 
to be in position for the attack at H-Hour, 
which would be announced later. At about the 
same time General Bruce authorized the .307th’s 
commander to employ all three of his battalions 
in the attack on Yigo. In the center of the 
division zone, 3/307 led the advance toward 
Yigo, moving in a column toward the line of 
departure,’" a road junction 600 yards sotith- 
west of the village. On the left, the 306th 
started cross country to by-pass Yigo on the 
west. The lead company of 3/307 reached the 
ED by 0900 without meeting any resistance and 
halted. As the unit posted its security, sporadic 
nve started to hit the column. An hour later 
the snipers had been silenced and the battalion 
reported its position secure. 

The 307th received a message at 1038 fixing 
H-Hour at 1200, and Colonel Manuel sent for 
the 706th Tank Battalion commander. But not 
until 1145, after the artillery preparation had 
started, did Lieutenant Colonel Charles IV. 
Stokes receive the summons. IVhen he reached 
the 307th ’s CP, Manuel informed him of H- 

"“77lli InfUiv OpRpt, .5-6. Colonel McNair’s father, 
I.tGeii Lt'slie .1. McNair, former Commanding General, 
Army Ground Forces, had been killed only 12 da.vs 
earlier hy an American homl) while watching a bat- 
talion in the attack during the St.-Lo lireakout in 
France. 

Cliali/rcn. 

In the true definition of the term, tills was not a 
line of departure, liut more of a control point for the 
column of the 307th. 
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Hour and direrted Stokos to follow thn pi-e- 
pared plan of attiick. Tlit* tank coniinandor 
immediately radioed for the battalion to come 
foi’ward from its assembly area a mile to the 
rear. Hundreds of rounds of lO.'imm and 
l.’)5mm shells from seven artillery battalions 
rumbled overhead as the tanks tried to move on 
the congested, narrow trail leading into Yigo."* 

E.xactly on schedide, the devastating artillery 
barrage lifted at 1200, but the tanks and in- 
fantry were not yet in ])osition to move into 
the shelled area. Fifteen minutes later the 
light taidis reached the head of the .“I/IIOT col- 
umn that had jumi)ed off from the LD at H- 
minus three minutes in an attempt to take full 
advantage of the artillery fire.”® At this 
point, 400 yards short of Yigo, the tanks rapidly 
outdistanced the. infantry and fanned out to the 
right. Overrunning several .lapanese machine- 
gun positions at the edge of the road, the ve- 
hicles roared on across the open ground, which 
rose to a slight crest only 200 yards ahead. 

As the tanks swept over the small rise, enemy 
fire sjnirted from the left. A call for assistance 
went out to the mediums. These moved in 
under an increasing deluge of .Japanese ma- 
chine-gun and antitank fire. Before they could 
bring their fire to bear on the enemy position, 
two light tanks were knocked out and one 
medium set afire. Another stalled and had to 
be abandoned. 

While the tanks continued their searching 
fires, the infantry tried to make progress 
through the positions along the road, but it was 
slow going. On the left, :V>‘10G led by Lieuten- 
ant Colonel Gordon 'F. Kimbrell met little oj)- 
position as it moved through the jungle. On 
hearing the firing from the vicinity of Yigo, 
Kimbrell detached the 1st Platoon of Com])any 
K and led it toward the action. He located 
the enemy strong point and proceeded through 
the underbrush to the rear of the area. The 
.soldiers rushed the unsuspecting .Japanese and 
killed them without loss to the Army unit. 
Other elements of Company Iv cleared the 
enemy from their supporting positions along 
the edge of the woods further to the north, and 
the major defen.se of Yigo was reduced. The 

’“77th InfDiv G-3 .Ini. 
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SMASHED JAPANESE TANK near Yij'o, one of two tliat 
were part of a defensive position that slowed the 
307th Infantry advance on 7 August. 


enemy jtosition, so skillfidly concealed from the 
front but vulnerable from the rear, was built 
around two light tanks. Two antitank guns, 
two 20mm guns, six light and two heavy ma- 
chine guns, plus about a makeshift battalion of 
infantry added their fire to make the Yigo tle- 
fense formidable.'®® 

This tank action had been fast and furious, 
and by 132.5 leading elements of the 307th had 
reached the high ground northeast of the vil- 
lage. There was little sign of the enemy the 
re.st of the afternoon as the three battalions 
of the 3()7th jockeyed into their respective ])osi- 
tions for the attack on Mt. Santa Ifosa. But 
by the time this had been completed, it was too 
late to renew the assault, and the regiment dug 
in along the road from Yigo to a point a half- 
mile east of the village. (See Map 31, Map 
Section) The 306th prepared a defen.se 1,000 
yards to the north of It.J 415; the forward bat- 
talion of the 305th had beaten its way tln-oiigh 
the jungle to within 600-800 yards of the day’s 
objective. 

In the center of the corps zone the 3d Marine 
Division, now attacking to the northeast, had 
jumped off on time (he morning of 7 August 

‘“O’l/UHi, nth Div, 124-12.7. 
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MARINE CORSAIRS of MAG-21 lined up on Orote Airfield 
in readiness to fly close support missions during the 
last days of organized fighting on Guam. 


and moved alicud ajrainst resistance. 

IFowever, tlie dwarf jmifrle terrain made prog- 
re.ss slow, and bulldozers had to be emi)loyed 
to clear roads for the advance. On the left 
flank the 8d Marines encountered antitank guns 
at a roadblock in the vicinity of RJ 300, hut 
the regiment quickly destroj'ed the weapons 
without sulfering a casualty. Of great assist- 
ance in reducing any strong point encountered 
was the immediate action taken by the now 
mobile command ])ost.*^' fl'his system of having 
the CP mounted permitted commanders to keep 
abreast of the fighting and to employ the neces- 
sary weapons without delay. 

Elements of the Marine division, insjiired by 
the enemy’s apparent disorganization, pushed 
through 6,000 yards of dense vegetation to the 
corps’ objective (0-5) by 1530. The only halt 
during the day had been at the 0-4 line, and 
that to enable all units to coordinate and make 
contact. So well had the attack progressed 
throughout the day that General Turnage sent 
instructions at 1515 to prepai-e to advance the 
center and left of the line another 1,000-1,500 
yards. However, 45 minutes later Turnage re- 
scinded the order, and the division prepared 
defensive positions foi' the night along the 0-5 
line.'-^ 

The 1st Brigade had started its advance along 
the coast at 0730 on 7 August by passing the 4th 
Marines through the 1st and 2d Battalions of 
the 3d Marines. AVhen the maneuver was com- 

MiiiDiv D-3 Jnl. 
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plete, 1/3 passed to corps reserve and the 4th 
Marines surged ahead toward the 0-4 line. 
Progress had ben sod rajfid by 0910 that Gen- 
eral Shepherd ordered his reserve regiment, the 
22d Marines, to move forward to a new assembly 
area in the vicinity of Ague. He also directed 
tlie assault unit to continue the attack to a new 
objective approximately 1,000 yards beyond tbe 
O^. 

Aji hour later, with the first objective se- 
cured, Lieutenant Colonel Shapley's 4th Ma- 
rines made preparations to push forwaril as 
rai)idly as jmssible. Shortly after noon Sbe])- 
heid issued another operation order which di- 
rected the seizure of 0-5. This jdan called for 
the 22d Marines to pass through the left bat- 
talion of the 4th Regiment and continue the 
attack in junction with Shajfley’s unit.'^” By 
1600 the 4th Marines had reached its objective 
and the 22d was in ])osition to carry out the 
passage of lines, but General Shejihei'd decided 
not to e.xecute the maneuver until 0730 the fol- 
lowing morning.’-^ 

During the day the coips lines had moved 
ahead as much as 6,000 yards in some zones and 
the Yigo area had been reduced without too 
much delay. The 77th Division was ready to 
attack Mt. Santa Rosa while the 1st Provisional 
Brigade and the 3d Division were in jmsition to 
drive to the end of the island. The day had 
also seen the fir.st Marine ])lanes (VMF-225) 
based on Orote airfield flying combat missions 
over Guam.’“ In the south, patrols of 1/22 
continued to cover their zones while troops not 
so engaged started regular camp routine under 
their new battalion commander. Major Craw- 
ford B. Lawton.'-" 

During the night of 7-8 August, the .Japanese 
tried another of the tank-infantry raids that 
bad proved so successful against the 305th In- 
fantry only two nights before. This time they 
chose to hit the 306th. Before midnight two 
infantry infiltration attemj)ts had l)een re- 
pulsed, and all front line troops alerted for fur- 

1st ProvMarlirlg OpOnler :!S, 7Aug44. 

’'•1st ProvMaiBriK WD, l.Inl-10Aiig44, 1!). 
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'“I.tCol IValfried II. Fromliold was evacuated on 
CAug44 with fllariasis. 


150 



(lier iiction. At 0300 oivtpo.sts lioiml tanks 
approadiiiifr from Iho iiorlli. 'I'lu; liaul tank, 
followed closely by a second, opened lire as it 
drew near, but as the Japanese infantry tried 
to move in small-arms and macbine-;Tiin fire 
forced them to witbdraw. Itifle ffrenades de- 
stroyed one tank and heavy machine {runs 
halted the second, but a third ap])cared and 
polled the disabled tank away. In the morn- 
inf’: 18 dead Japanese, inclndiiifr three odicers, 
lay in front of the 3d Battalion, 306th, which 
had sntfered si.\ killed and 13 wounded diirinfr 
the nifjht’s activities.'”' 

All \inits wcie orfianized to renew the attack 
on Mt. Santa Rosa by 0730. The 300th and the 
307th were to close in on the objective while the 
306th captured Lulosr to the north. This woidd 
jnit pi'e.ssnre on the defenders from the south 
and west and at the same time cut off the escape 
route to the north. 

In its drive toward Lulo<r, 3/306 led the regi- 
ment and met only slifiht opposition from scat- 
tered enemy troops, many still too da'/ed from 
the art illery and aii’ bombardment to fifihl. 'I'he 
battalion continued to jiress rapidly forward, 
and as it neared its objective new orders di- 
rected a chaiifre in the i-efiiment’s mission. The 
3d Battalion would take the previously assifined 
objective and continue on to the east coast; the 
2d would f^o to Pati Point in the extreme north- 
east corner of the divisioirs zone; the 1st was 
to proceed on the trail leadiiifr to Salisbury and 
set up a blockin'? position in the vicinity of the 
junction of that trail and the one fjfoing to 
('hafjuian.'”* (See Map 31, Map Section) 

By 1040, 3/306 had taken its objective and 
the 307th had captured Mt. Santa Rosa, haviiifr 
killed 33 Japanese on the approaches to the 
mountain. Soldiers did not encounter any op- 
position on the bare slopes of the hill mass it- 
self, and by 1400 a line had been consolidated 
across the summit. Patrols were sent to the 
sea with instructions to inve.stif>:ate all caves 
and other possible hiding places. 

Meanwhile, in attempting to execute its part 
of the new plan, 2/306 converged on the 9th 
Marines near the Salisbury Road. During the 

south Iiif OpKiit, 4. 
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movement. Marine artillery shells fired in sup- 
[)ort of the 9th fell on the Army column caus- 
ing .several casualties.'”" This incident grew out 
of a misunderstanding of the division boundary 
along the Salisbury Roa<l."“ 

The corps order of 5 August established the 
boundary from the trail junction neai' .Mata- 
guac to the junction of the roads leading to Sal- 
isbury and Chagiiian and thence along the Sal- 
isbury Road. Responsibility for this road was 
given to the 7Tlh Division, but both the Army 
and Marine tlivisions had ecpial priority on 
movement over the road. 'I'he 77th Division 
overlay of 5 August being used by lower units 
of the Army, however, gave the boundary as 
running from the trail junction near Matagnac 
along the trail to the road leading to Chaguian 
and then crofis eoimtrii to the Salisbury Road 
at tliat village.'"' (See Map ;i0) 'When nuits 
discovered the difference, the respective regi- 
mental commanders .soon took the neces.sary 
measures to prevent further confusion."'” 

M'hen a POW report indicated the jiresence 
of 3,000 Jaiianesc in the area. General Bruce 
issued another change of orders to the 306th. 
One company of the 1st Battalion received in- 
.striictions to follow behind the 9th ISfarines to 
maintain contact while the rest of the battalion 
moved to Lulog to join the 3d Battalion. The 
2d would be held in reserve about 1,200 yards 
northeast of Yigo, with the possibility of being 
committed on the left (lank of the 307th. 

Shortly thereafter Golonel Smith decided to 
commit the 2tl Battalion as a precaution against 
the possibility of the 3,000 enemy being an ac- 
tuality. He ordered the unit to move to the 
north of Mt. Santa Rosa and tie in with the 
3d. Latei' in the afternoon the 1st marched 
cross country and made contact with the rest of 
the regiment near Lulog. 

That night (S August ) , as units began to take 
up defensive positions, the dilliculties of coordi- 
nation in jungle terrain were once again demon- 

”°Llr Col J. A. Kemus lo CMC. ■Hiec.'il’; 77lh liiflUv 
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stratcd. Men of the 306th and 307tli mistook 
each otlicr for the enemy, and a heavy fire fight 
ensued. Mortars and tanks added to the con- 
fusion, and before the fracas conld be lialted at 
least ten men liad been wounded.'^ 

Witli the end of tlie battle for Mt. Santa 
Ivosii, all effective resistance ceased in the zone 
of action of the 77tli Division. In the two-day 
engagement Army infantry and tank units suf- 
ferred flO KIA, 104 AVIA, and 11 MIA,”^ but 
these casualties proved to be somewhat lighter 
than had been anticipated because of the lack 
of determined resistance on the objective. The 
terrific shelling from artillery and naval gun- 
fire, along with air strikes accounted for this 
light opposition in reducing what had been the 
enemy’s last strong defensiv'e position on 
the island. Japanese sources indicate their 
sti’ength in the vicinity of Mt. Santa Eosa at 
the start of action at 1,.')00 Army troops, 1,000 
Navy, and 2,.'>00 laborers. Seven medium cali- 
ber guns and ten medium and three light tanks 
supported the rifles, machine, guns, and other 
automatic weapons in the position.’^ Only 528 
enemy bodies were counted during the two-day 
period of the action. Elements of the 77th Di- 
vision either captured or destroyed all gun.s, but 
put only five of the 13 tanks out of action.'*® It 
was now evident that the maneuver had failed 
to seal the Japanese in the Mt. Santa Rosa area, 
and other .steps would have to be taken to ferret 
them from their hiding places. 

Small groups of the enemy, trying to escape 
through the jungle, drifted into the zone of ac- 
tion of the 9th Alariues, and slowed that unit’s 
advance on 8 August. Opposition had been 
encountered immediately after the regiment 
started its drive at 0730 to capture the re- 
mainder of the island in its sector. After re- 
ducing these scattered pockets of resistance, 
which took most of the day, elements reached 
the intermediate objective at 1615. Hei’c units 
dug in for the night with the most forward 
battalion (3/9) set up in a perimeter defense 
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1,000 yards northwest of the 2d Battalion, lo- 
cated around Salishury. The 1st, in reserve, 
during the day, continued patrolling around 
the road junction near Mataguac and contrib- 
uted 25 enemy killed to the 128 total reported 
by the regiment.'*’ 

Although Colonel Craig did not know it at 
the time, his CB was set uj) approximately 300 
3 'ards from General Obata’s headcpiarters. Pa- 
trols from the 9th Marines had noticed a small 
jungle-covered hill within the zone of action of 
the 77th Division and when scouts tried to in- 
vestigate the area they immediately drew fire. 
Craig notified Army units charged with the re- 
sponsibility of the .sector and withdrew his pa- 
trols so the 77th’s battalion could operate 
against the strong point.'** 

The 3d Marines, on the division’s left flank, 
fought thick, tangled jungle instead of the Jap- 
anese as Colonel Stuart’s regiment pushed 
northeast toward the sea. The 2d Battalion 
had passed through the 3d Battalion at 0730 and 
proceeded on an unimproved road that was the 
axis of advance. At about noon the trail endeil 
abruptly, and a search started for a road ex- 
tending from Sali.sbury northwest across the 
regimental front and over the clitf to the sea, 
which the map indicated lay only a short dis- 
tance to the front. Actually it was found 1,300 
yards away and with no approaches from the 
direction of advance.'*® 

The battalion did not get on the road until 
1700, and since it had to cut its way through the 
dense jungle, arrived without its supporting 
weajjons. These followed behind tanks and 
bulldozers, which had to cut a usable road. 
Meanwhile, in an elfort to contact the 9th Ma- 
rines, 2/3 extended to the right along the trail. 
While carrying out this mission, the Marines 
encountered a Japanese roadblock held by 19 
enemy soldiers. All were killed in the action 
that followed but the fight delayed 2/3 so that 
a juncture could not be made with the 9th before 

'".Sd MnrDiv D-2 Periodic Rpt 80. 

Craig U)52. 

“’3(1 JIar SAU, 4. The map, with corrections up to 
.Aliril li)44, .show.s this road as a trail and, if liltle usi'd, 
the fast-RrowiiiK vegetation indigenous to this part of 
the island would completely cover it in a few months. 
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DENSE JUNGLE crowds in on men of the 3d Marinas moving up the Salisbury-Tarague Trail, scene of tlie last tank 
action on Guam. 


tlarkness. Colonel Stuart then ordered the bat- 
talion to set up a perimeter defense two miles 
north of Salisbury along the road to Taragne. 

The rest of the 3d Alarines, less 1/3 in corjts 
reserve, had followed behind the 2d Battalion 
meeting little or no resistance during the day. 
When these elements reached a point 1,500 
yards beyontl RJ 462, they started to prepare 
night defense positions. Patrols e.Kamined the 
low ground below the dill's overlooking the sea, 
but made no contact with the enemy."'' 

The 21st Marines, placed in division reserve 
prior to the start of the attack in the morning, 
had spent the day (8 Augmst) patrolling. This 
regiment had been assigned the mission of 
searching the area between the 3d and 0th Ma- 
rines, at the same time being prepared to sup- 
port the division if so ordered. It had regained 
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control of its 2d Battalion at 0730, but at 1800 
it lo.st tlie 1st to the 3d Marines."* Patrols re- 
turned late in the afternoon and re})orted few 
enemy contacts, but one such unit from 3/21 
had discovered a Japanese truck containing the 
liodies of 30 native men who had been beheaded. 
According to the ollicial account of llie incident, 
the Guamanians, found near Chaguian, iuid not 
been dead more, than 24 hours. The ne.\t morn- 
ing another jiatrol found an additional 21 
bodies in the jungle near llie same village. 

General Shepherd’s brigade had started its 
advance along the west coa.sl at 0730 to seize llie 
0-.5 line. 'I'lie 22d Marines had moved into the 

.Mai- S.Ul, i». 

'“3/21 l!ii-2 .Ini. Invesligaliirs from corps and divi- 
sion were able to idcntif.v tlie lioilii-s and coucludcd llial 
the men were among lliose who had heen hrouglit from 
the Yomi concentration camp to work on Ihe Yigo di-- 
fense area. llIAt’ C-2 .Ini. 
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RITIDIAN POINT served as the i)atrol base of one of the many small units spread out through Northern Guam when 
the mopping up of Japanese survivors began. 


line on the left of the 4th, and tlie two refriments 
be<ran the coordinated attack designed to carry 
tliein to tlie end of the island. The infantry 
encountered only moderate resistance, but when 
an air strike hit Mt. Machanao and Kitidian 
J’oint pilots reported receiving enemy antiair- 
craft and small-arms lire.”^ Corps artillery and 
naval gunfire soon neutralized this Japanese ac- 
tivity. Neverthele.ss, cori)s requested that sur- 
face craft malce a search of tlie beach area dur- 
ing daylight hours to observe any Japanese 
movements. As an added precaution. General 
Shepherd directed the ‘2d Battalion, 22d Ma- 
rines to send a patrol to Kitidian Light. 

After leaving a roadblock at KJ 5:50, 2/22 
advanced in column of companies toward the 
noi l hern coast of Guam. Air strikes hit each 
road junction to the front, and by 1500 that unit 
had reached Kitidian Point. A patrol of Com- 
])any F that had been sent down a trail leading 
to the beach encountered the only enemy resist- 
ance. The Marines easily overcame the oppo- 

l.st ProvMiirlirig Jnl. 


sition, an ambush, and accomplished the mis- 
sion without further incident.”* This gave 
General Shepherd’s units the distinction of be- 
ing the fir.st to reach both the northernmost 
(Kitidian Point) and southernmost (Liguan 
Point) parts of Guam.*'** 

The 4th Marines had secured 0-5 in its zone 
and had contact with the 22d along that line at 
KJ 470 by IGOO. The regiment had also sent 
units along the road toward Tarague to tie in 
with the :id Battalion, I5d Marines. After lo- 
cating 3/:5, the 2d Battalion, 4tli set up for the 
night about 7(K)-80() yards east of RJ 4G2. To 
the north 800-1,000 yards along the trail, J/4 
prepared a perimeter defense, paying particu- 
lar attention to the northeast sector. (See Map 
.‘51. Maj) Section) 

The 22(1 .Marines had also taken its objective 
easily, and after the 2d Battalion had returned 

■“ 2/22 Jnl. 

Tlie (itb MarOiv under fJen .Sliepherd iiecompllslied 
the snine f(*at on Okinawa by securing boOi ends of that 
island. 
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i'lom Hilidiaii I’oiiil it OH(:il)lislio<l a roadblock 
at RJ f)H0. Tlic rcniaiiaU'r of (lu* \mi( orjraii- 
izod positions that could coiinlcr any threat 
from Mt. Machanao. The :kl Hattalion set np 
two roadblocks, one at R,J and another at 
RJ 47<), with its main elements on O-h between 
the two junctions. 

I''ip:htin<r on the cor[)s front dnrinjf the day 
had not been spectacular, but the enemj' had 
been driven into the extreme northeasteiai part 
of the island. In addition, the thrust in the 
center of the line by the .‘5d and 4th Marines 
had divided the enemy remnant into two 
groups. It was now evident, even to the Jap- 
anese, that their rcmainiiifi streiifith bad little 
lif,diting power, and Radio Tokyo bejjran i)repar- 
iiifr the pojndation of the homeland for the in- 
evitable annonnceinent of the fall of G\iam. On 
the eveniiifi; of 8 August an enemy announcer 
slated that the Americans now held nine-tenths 
of the island and that the enemy was patrolling 
the area still held by the Japane.se.““ 

About the time Tokyo released this news, 
corps issued its operation order directing all 
units to continue the pursuit with utmost vigor. 
General Geiger set the time for the attack to 
«'apture the remainder of Guam for 0730 the 
following morning (1) August)."^ 

During the night, only one corps unit re- 
j)orted organized enemy activity. At about 
0130, the 2(1 Battalion, 3d Marine.s, still without 
its antitank guns and other supporting weap- 
ons, notified division headquarters that it was 
under attack. (See Maj) 32) Five Japanese 
medium tanks followed by an undetermined 
force of infantry ran headlong into the Marines’ 
l>erimeter. By 0330 the men of 2/3 had de- 
stroyed or disi)ersed the enemy foot soldiers but 
the armor still remained a threat. The battal- 
ion commander ordered a withdrawal into the 
jungle and 1.5 uiiuut(>s later all companies had 
pulled out without the tanks firing a shot. 
Whether the tankmen ran out of ainmnnition 
and fuel is pniely specnlafive, but in any case 
2/3 after completing its reorganization found 
to everyone’s auiazemeut that the battalion had 

m.\0 Periodic Ili>( l!l. 

"’IIIAC OiiOrder tit— 1-1, .sAiig44. 


not sulfered a single casually during the night's 
aclivily."“ 

When daylight cauu‘, regiment direclt'd all 
ell'orls toward gelling tanks and antilaidc guns 
through the jungle to close with llie Japanese. 
By noon, bulldozers, closely followt'd by tanks, 
had hrok(*n through to the li’ail to Salisbury. 
Ilo])ing to trap the enemy armor before it es- 
caped to the north, a task force* composed of 
3/3 and supporting elements turned down the 
trail toward Salisbury, after leaving a bloi4iing 
force at the new trail junction. 

Mc’anwhile, 2/3 was extricating itself from a 
dangiTous situation. Scouts had located the 
riapaeiese tanks near the battalion's night per- 
imeter, but Major Culpepper still had ikj weap- 
ons suitable to cope with the enemy tanks. Un- 
der cover of a rear guard ('tdpe|)per ordered 
his men to withdraw. They cut their way 
through the jiiugh* undetected and eventually 
reached the area occupied the night before by 
3/3 near RJ 4G2. Men of the r(“ar guard were 
tbe last Marines to see tbe enemy tanks on 0 
August. Before the 3d Battalion task force 
could block the trail, the Japant'se had escaped 
unseen toward the coast. 

At loOO the 1st Battalion, 21st, still attached 
to the 3d Marines, followed 3/3 over the newly 
eid. track to the Sali.sbury-'raragne trail and 
turned to the north. When division head(|uar- 
lers pas.sed the word to dig in for the night, 1/21 
had mov(«d to within l,.5()l) yards of the north- 
east coast. 

During the day’s activitic's. the 3d Marini's 
had killed an estimated .5.5-(10 Japanese slrag- 
gler.s and destroyed a 37mm gun, but the when*- 
aboutsof the five tanks was now unknown. Al- 
though there had been much maneuvering and 
a somewhat confused situation throughout the 
night and day, the evening of t) Angu.st found 
(’olonel Stuart’s units in [losilion to continue 
the search for the elusive enemy the following 
morning. 

Even though there had lu'cn little opportun- 
ity for the 3d Marines to use artillery support 
during the day, such was not the case in the 
ttlh’szone. 'I'he attack toward the northeaslei n 

’“2/;t .(111. 
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coast started on time and made rapid progress 
until ()9:]5 when Colonel Craig received orders 
to stoji the main ell'ort and send patrols to Sa- 
vana Grande. Investigation showed that a na- 
tive telling of 2, 0()0-;5, ()()() .Japanese located in 
the northern dill' area had caused the sudden 
halt.’®® Corps artillery was notified to place all 
fire possible in that I'egion. With the 7th 
1.5.5mm Gnn Battalion being the only corps unit 
that could reach the suspected enemy concen- 
tration, it received orders to cover the densely 
forested terrain. In two and a half hours of 
uniuterrnpted firing, the 7th hurled an unprec- 
edented 1,1)00 rounds into the area from the 12 

guns of its battalion.’®’ Division artillerv bat- 

* 

teries added 2,280 7umm and 105mm shells to 
the same target. 

No resistance met the 9th Marines when it 
moved in, but neither were there many Japanese 
bodies. As the Corps Artillery A-3 later 
wrote: 

The intelligence infonnatiou on which all tlio firing 
hail been ha.seil was wrong, and we had made this 
great effort for nothing. However, it did provide a 
hang-npend to the campaign.’''’ 

By 1800, the company from 3/9 which had 
been assigned the mission of protecting the 
I'ight flank of the regiment reached Pati Point. 
Farther to the north, advance elements of the 
9th had piis.sed through the heavy vegetation to 
the cl ill overlooking the beach. 

Units from both the other majoi' components 
of the corps also gained the northern beaches 
on 9 August. Patrols from the 22d Marines 
descended (he cliffs in the vicinity of Ritidian 
Point while those from the -tth reached the 
coastal plain just south of Mcrgagan Point. 
Only scattered opposition met these mopping- 
up details, and at 1800 General Shepherd an- 
nounced that all organized resistance had ceased 
in the brigade zone.'®® 

Infantrymen of the 77th Division continued 
their mission of searching out individual .Jap- 

■="!lth .Mar U-2 .rnl. 

Eacli gmi crew in thi.s mission would he required 
to handle approximalely four tons of shells and a 
ton of propelling charges. 

llviidrrxoii. 

1st ProvMarRrig .Ini. 



LIEUTENANT GENERAL HIDEYOSHI GRATA, 31st Army Com- 
mander, wlio took command of tlio defcn.se of Clnaiu 
after General Takasliina’s dcatli, was killed by men 
of tile 300lli Infantry wlio overran the Mataguac 
command post on I 1 .\ugust. 

anese. and early in the day (he 30()(h reiiorfed 
it had hit the coast in its zone. With resistance 
lacking, General Bruce felt there was need for 
only one regiment north of Mt. Santa Rosa. He 
selected the JOfith to remain in position and 
continue patrolling and directed the :i0.5th ( less 
3d Battalion) to move to the vicinity of Barri- 
gada. This would leave the .‘107th on Mt. , Santa 
Kosa with the additional res|)onsibility of clear- 
ing the snipers from along the supply route to 
Vigo. 

By nightfall of 9 August the end of the 
Guam campaign was in sight, and all units of 
the corps prepared to comply with General 
Geiger’s directive to “Push all .Japanese from 
Guam."'®’ With both the 77(h Division and 

'”77th InfUiv (!-3 .Ini. 
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tlu* Miiriiu* l)i'igii<U> decliiriiiir (lieir zones cleared 
of oifnanized resistance, the only potential 
source of enemy trouble seemed to be the five 
tanks last seen by the .‘Id Division. 

In an attempt tf> keep the tanks from operat- 
ing dnriii}!; the nif^ht, the r2th Marines fired 
l,2d!) rounds on ])ossiblc bivouac areas and along 
trails leading into the division’s <lefenses.'“ On 
10 August the 2d liattalion, :id Marines passed 
through 1/21 at 07d0 in a renewal of the ]Me- 
vions day’s efforts and made the desired con- 
tact only -100 yards np the trail. Two tanks 
ojjened fire, but the platoon of Marine armor 
following directly behind the infantry point 
qnickly disposed of the opposition. The ad- 
vance continned, and by lO.'lO seven more me- 
dium tanks, which had been abandoned, were 
within friendly line-S.’''" The de.struction and 
cajiture of these, the last reported on Guam, 
brought the total number of Japanese tanks 
claimed to have been i)Ut out of action by IIIAG 
units to aO.’®' 

At about the same time as this last important 
action in the north, the USS Inilianapofifi 
steamed into Apra Harbor with Admiral Spru- 
ance and General Holland Smith on board. 
All hough the e.xpecfed arrival of Admiral Nim- 
itz and General Vandegrift |)rompfed the visit, 
it coincided with another event of 10 August 
1944 of even gi eater importance. As if the oc- 
casion had been jilanned for all the dignitaries. 
General Geiger announced at 1131 that organ- 
ized resistance on Guam had emletl.'®* (Sec 
Map 33, Map Section) 

:{(ISIarI)iv D-:i r’(*rioilic Upt ~. 

‘“Z/;? .till. Ciipl Ilideo Sato. I.I.V, (’oiimiaiiding Of- 
flfer, Z-ltli TkCo. 2!itli IiifDiv. repi>rtfd llieso tanks as 
lieiiij; ‘‘sciillled" rather than ahandoned heeanse of 
lack of fuel or niochaidcal failure, ."d MarUiv I’OW 
InlerroKalhm Upt .'tlXI, 70et-l-l. 

‘"IIIAC <-V2 I'eriodic Upt 21. The inlerrosation of 
Capt Sato nienlionc-d ahove Indicates a innch lower 
fl^oire. ('iiifTac-OiuCPO.V Item IlhoC, translation of 
the tiolehook of a .Iapane.se staff ollicer fonial on 
Siiipaa, lists as ,Tapaia‘se tanks on (Jiiain as of ZilMa.v it. 

I This attroes with tiie litntre listed in Cin(U*ac-Cin(T<).V 
Item fiaO-t KiviiiK the onler of itattle of the 9tli TUItejtt 
on l.'i.Ma.v44. This di.screpanc.v hetweeti .Tapane.se and 
American flatires is tni dtmiit due to the dnpiication 
of units claiiniiif: tank “kilis” pins tlie reporting <if 
hit or damaged tanks as heing destroyed 

’“ComFifthPU \VD, August l!14-t, 11-12. 


This information was welcome news to the 
Commander in Chief, Pacific Ocetin Areas and 
the Commandant of the Marine Corps, who 
lantled tit Orote Airfield at 1(‘>3.^>. After a night 
on the USS IndianapoliH^ they spent the next 
day insjtecting front line tinits and installations 
on Gnam. AKso, before leaving, commanders 
lield top-level conferences concerning the future 
role the island would play in the advance to 
'I’okyo, 

Kven though oflicially the island had been 
secured, corps i.ssued an operation order at 1423 
on 10 August outlining the future activities of 
the units. General Geiger directed the 77th 
and 3d Divisions to e.stahlish a line across the, 
island from Fadian Point to a point northwest 
of Tnmon Bay. Emphasis was then to lie 
placed on mopping up the estimated 7,.')00 Ja))a- 
ne.se still reimiining on the island and to pre- 
vent them from moving south of the straggler 
line.’®” 

AVith the message sent at 1324 on 10 August to 
Fifth Fleet confirming the announcement of 
the fall of Guam went a casualty summariza- 
tion for the 20-days’ fighting. Totals for all 
corps units showed 1,214 KI,\, .'>,704 AAHA, and 
329 MIA. For the .same period, 10,971 Japa- 
ne.se dead had been counted.’"" 

The Japanese considered they still main- 
tained an organization until 11 Augn.st when 
the Mt. ^lataguac command post fell to units of 
the 30Cth Infantry. (.See Map 30, Map Sec- 
tion) On 8 August, after the 9th Marines .sub- 
stantiated civilian reiiorts of the enemy under- 
ground headquiirtcrs, a unit from the 77th 
Reconnaisance Troop moved in to check the 
area. The patrol encountered numerous am- 
bushes and concluded the job retpiired a stronger 
force. Two days later, 10 August, 1/30(5 
reconnoitered the sector and found a brush- 
covered hollow about 100 yards long and 40 feet 
deep. As a patrol tried to get into position to 

“•IllAC SAIl, Opltiil, 8. 

I'TK (lispalcii tu (.'(miFiflliFU, lUil 10Aag44. Tlie 
abiive figures ineiiule only those casualties sulTeriMl 
during tlie is>riod from the initial landing to tlie time 
tlait tile i.sland was declared secure. Fur a complete, 
corrected talmlation of the Guam campaign casualties 
see Appendix III. 
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MAJOR GENERAL GEIGER'S HEADQUARTERS was the scene of a top level conference on 1 1 August attended by leaders of 
the Pacific War. I^cft to right: General Geiger, Admiral Spruance, General Smith, Atlmiral Nimitz, General 
Vandergrift. 


cover a flame thrower attemptinjr to fire into 
the caves that lined tlie depression, enemy sol- 
diers opened np witli rifles and macliine <>;uns. 
The battalion lost eight men killed and 17 
wounded in the fight that followed before 
l/llOG withdrew for the night. 

In the morning the same unit launched a care- 
fully prepared attack behind tanks and a mor- 
tar barrage. The Japane.se were momentarily 
stunned, but us Army troops started to investi- 
gate the various entrances into the caves the 
defenders once more began filing. Soldiers 
tossed pole charges and white jihosphorus hand 
grenades into the openings and later in the day 
4()0-pound blocks of TNT, placed in the en- 
trances, closed the underground cavern. Four 


days later, when demolition men reopened the 
caves, over 60 bodies filled the inside of the elab- 
oratel}' constructed command post."” 

The fighting around this installation took the 
life of the top enemy commander. Lieutenant 
General Obata. After this engagement the 
enemy considered his defensive jiower on the 
island broken.'®- Hut, even with both the 
Americans and the Japanese declaring organ- 
ized resi.stance at an end, intensive patrolling 
by the garrison forces on Guam continued 
through the rest of the year under the close 
serntiny of Island Command. 


Oil, nil. 77111 Div, 131; 77lh hifPiv llUloni, 133, 
Tiilccda. 
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THE RECAPTURE OF GUAM 



CHAPTER VII The Finish in the Marianas 


ISLAND COMMAND TAKES OVER 

'I’he decliinilion of the end of oipnnized re- 
sistiince on Gunin brought to a close the assault 
phase of the Marianas operation. In anticipa- 
tion of the finish. Admiral Niinitz, on 8 August, 
had directed a rcshuilling of commands to take 
place as soon as practicable after the island was 
secured. The ordei’ called for General Geiger 
and key stuff members to rejiort to Guadalcanal 
to take charge of (he Palau landing;’ General 
Holland Smith to be relieved as Commanding 
General, Expeditionary Troops. Marianas and 
return to Pearl Harbor to continue his duties 
as Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, 
Pacific.’’ 

All as.sault troops remaining in the Marianas 
wei e to be assigned (o V Amphibious Coi-ps, and 
when the situadon warranted, the corps com- 
mander, Major General Harry Schmidt, was to 
transfer operational control of the units to the 
various island commanders. He woidd, how- 
ever, retain authority to direct the training, re- 

' For ,n complete fliseussion of the Pnlan operation 
see MaJ F. O. IIou;:h, The As/tnuU on Pelcliii, MC 
Historical MonoRrapli. ( WasIiinKton, inoO). 

’Oil I 2 .T 11 I-M Oeii II. M. Smith turned over command 
of VAC and NTLF to Ma.lGen Harry Schmidt and 
assnnied coimnaiid of the newly activated Fleet Ma- 
rine Force, I'acilic (FMFPac). This hemhiuarters 
took control f>f hoth III.\C and VAC and became the 
top Marine Corps echeion in the fleld. Until the end 
of the (iiiain campnian Gen Smith scrvetl concurrently 
as CG. ExTrps and CG. F.AIFPac. 


habilitation, and evacuation of as.sault troop.s. 
His immediate .superior. Vice Admiral .lohn H. 
Hoover, Commander, Forward Area Central 
Pacific, would assume responsibility for the de- 
fense and development of the Marianas.-’’ 

At l.’tUO, 10 Augu.sf , Admiral Conolly Iniuled 
down his flag on board the Appalachian and 
transferred command of TF T):) and duties of 
Senior Officer Pre.sent Afloat (SOPA) to Ad- 
miral Keifsnider. By evening of this day no 
combat ships largei- than de.stroyers, excluding 
Adminil Spruance’s flagship, USS Indianap- 
olit, remained in the Afarianas area.’ Most of 
the ships that had suiiported the Guam assault 
were en route to the South Pacific to join the 
Third Fleet for future strikes against the Jap- 
anese. TF .50 was formally dissolved on 20 
August 1944 after Admiriil Reifsnider turned 
over his SOPA duties to the Deputy Com- 
mander, Forward Area Central Pacific (Com- 
modore W. R. Quigley). The last of the naval 
commanders of the Guam assault left the Mari- 
anas on 2G August. On that date, after tran.s- 
ferring responsibility for the Central Pacific 
to Admiral William F. Halsey, Commander, 
'i'hird Fleet, Admiral Spruance departed for 
Petirl Hiirbor. 

Earlier iti the month, 12 August, General 
Geiger, his mission accomplished, left Guam b\’ 
air for Guadalcanal. General Turnage as- 

• CoinFlfthFIt W’D, Attest 19-14, 13. 

*lbi(l., 14. 
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HiiiiK'd tt‘m])orary coiniuiiiul of fiip Soiitlu'rn 
Troops and Landiii*!: Force, but was relieved 
at 1200, 12 Aiifrust wlien (Jeneral Sclmiidl, at 
sea en route to (Juam. reported by dispatch to 
take control of assault troops. At 0700, 13 
Anjiust, the (h’ of IIAC closed on Guam, re- 
opening: id the same time on (iiiadalcanal. 
Headcpiarters detachments of VAC set up their 
CP near A<rana at 1430 and took command of 
the remainiiifi 1 1 1 Corps elements. 

AVitli the establishment of General Schmidt’s 
command |)ost, his staff started to direct clean- 
up activities, coord inatiiifr their efforts with 
lho.se of tlie Island Command operations sec- 
tion under Lieutenant Colonel Shelton C. Zern.“ 
In accordance with Nimitz’ directive, the island 
commander. General Lareen, took control of 
Guam at 1200, 1.5 August “At this time, e.xcept 
for patrolling, the combat phase was comi)leted ; 
the huge task of relief and rehabilitation, con- 
struction and repair, and housing and feeding 
was ahead.” “ 

MOPPING-UP ACTIVITIES 

General Larsen held conferences with Ad- 
miral Nimitz and top-ranking Marino officers 
on 11 August to acquaint them with the prog- 
re.ss of the base development and defense plan 
for Guam. Island Command had already taken 
over all extended radio circuits and the joint 
communication center on 7 August. Two days 
later all unloading activities came under its 
control. Units of the advance naval base, Lion 
(), commanded by Captain Adolph E. Becker, 
Jr., USN, began the extensive work necessary 
to convei t .:Vpra Harbor into the hub of a pro- 
jected naval operating base. 

Seabees of the 5th Naval Construction Bia- 
gade undei’ Captain AVilliam O. Ililtabiddle 
(CEC), USN, were busily engaged in their as- 
signed tasks of airfield constniction and road 
improvement and repair. The Seabees also un- 
dertook the expansion of the island's exi.sting 
water facilities to meet the re(piiremen(s of the 
thousands of troops present. Some, indication 

■' Col n. W. Atkinson, IsConi A-3 tliroiicli Hie pliinnini; 
and a.ssiinlt plmses of tlie onenition, Inul l)ec'onie isliuul 
provo.st inni'slml on S .ViiKu.st. 

“ I.sCoiu WI>, lApr-l.jAu}i-14, 8. 



MAJOR GENERAL LARSEN, Island Commander, confers 
with tJeiieral Slieplierd at the dose of tlie cuinpai)i;n 
wliile two natives wlio returned to tlie island with the 
a.ssauit forces look on. 

of the broiid scope of the work planned for the 
construction brigtide wtis the assignment of nine 
naval iiiul three special (stevedore) naval con- 
struction battiilion.s, one Marine special engi- 
neer battalion, and four Army tiviation engineer 
Imttiilions to its initial complement.^ 

Since 10 August assault units had been en- 
gaged in mopping-np activitie.s. Strong pa- 
trols and reinforced ambushes accounted foi’ an 
average of over 80 Japanese killed or captured 
daily.* Elements of the 3d Marine Division, 
flushing its sector of the northern jungles, 
added the greale.st number tn this .score. On 
14 August V Corps had established a line, Na- 

' Ihid., Knclo.snre .\. 

"IsCoin \V1*, 1 1 A uK-t-t, Knclosurt" ,\. Thi.s ll"nre 

is the avi'r.-ifte tif (he iiurlod fnnn Id .Lukiisi In (he 
end uf that inunlli. 
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ton Hi'iicli to Siissnyiin Point, nbovo wliieh the 
;i(l iiiul 77th Divisions received orders for eacli 
to nniintain one infantry re^riment and one ar- 
lilleiy Iiattalion to seek ont and destroy all hos- 
tile elements within their respective zones. 

Tlie corps coininander directed the remainder 
of both divisions to proceed immediately to 
camj) sites to reor<ianizc and prepare for future 
operations. Island Command assiirned the east 
coast road between the Pajro and Yli>r Kivers to 
the ;5d, and tlie hills east of A|rat along Harmon 
Koad to the 77th. Tlie 1st Provisional Marine 
Brigade, because of its imminent departure, was 
instructed to remain in its former combat zone 
above, the designated line and continue vig- 
orous patrolling to eliminate the remaining 
.Iapane.se.® 

'I'lie 21st Marines and the .’lOOth Infantry, 
which drew the assignment to comb the north- 
ei“n jungle, encountered for the most part only 
disorganized remnants of the Imperial forces. 
Occasionally small groups of 10 or 15 forced a 
fire fight, but the results were invariably in 
favor of the Americans. A large proportion 
of the .Tapanese were defenseless; a few still 
had rifles, otbei-s only grenades or bayonets. 
'I'lie majority were also beginning to feel the 
pinch of hunger and thirst; captured diaries 
show the need for food as a gradually over- 
whelming obse.ssion. Typical entries from the 
log of a .Ja))anese Navy Corpsman killed in No- 
vember 1044 by a gairison force patrol reveal 
the nature of most comments: 

12 .■tusust — Flcf] into a palm (.wove feeling very hun- 
gry anil thlr.st,v. Prank milk from five coconiUa ami 
ale llie meat of three. 

1.1 .Viimi-st — Trieil eatiiuj palm tree titw hot suf- 
fereil from severe vomiting in the evening. 

2.'{ .\ngnst — .\loiig my way I fmind smne taro plants 
and ate tiiem. All around me are enemies only. It 
takes a lirave man, indeed, to go in search of food. 

10 Septeiiiliei- — ^Tliis morning I went oiu liunting. 
I'’iaind a dog anil killed it. Compared with pork or beef 
it is not very good. 

1!) Septenilier — ( )nr taro is running short and we can't 
alTord to eat today. 

2 Octolier — Tliese days I am eating only lircad fruit. 
Went out in .searcli of some today lint it is very 
daugerou.s. 

in Octolier— No food." 


•VAC WI). .Vugu.st 1!M4, Enclosnre I. 
I.sCom A-2 I’erlodlc Itpt S7. 


Outposts and patrols in the vicinity of ration 
(lumps killed or captured a steady stream of 
starved men who bad forgotten caution.” The 
fortunate minoiity who could sustain them- 
selves showed little or no offensive spirit, desir- 
ing only to avoid t be probing pati'ols. All indi- 
cations pointed to a long and exhausting hunt 
for the thousands of surviving enemy troops. 

Gradually the burden of the task of seeking 
out the hidden .Ia]iane.se fell to the 3d Marine 
Division. Operational control of the division 
pa.s.sed to Island Command on 23 August, and 
1/306 and 3/306, which bad been cleaning out 
the area above the V Corjis line, were assigned 
to the 3d Division. When these battalions re- 
verted to the 77th’s control on 26 August, the 
mop-up zones of both units came under the IMa- 
I'ine division. In the brigade area, advance ele- 
ments had begun to reembark on 21 August, and 
eight days later General 'rnrnage’s units took 
over responsibility for patrolling all of north- 
ern Guam.” 'Fhe last elements of the brigade 
were afloat by 31 August and the conquerors 
of Orote sailed for Guadalcanal. Island Com- 
mand assumed control of all forces remaining 
on Guam on 1 September lf)44. 

One of General Larsen's major problems, 
besides Japane.se survivors and the military de- 
velopment of Guam, was the relief and rehabili- 
tation of the Guamanian.s. A census conducted 
by the .Tapanese civil government in .Tanuary 
1944 had listed 23,915 natives as being on the 
island.” During the early part of August, civil 
affairs officers attached to Island Command and 
the assault units estimated that over 13,000 of 
these civilians were being cared for in the three 
refugee camps near Anigua, Agat, and Yona.’^ 
As soon as patrols declared an area free of 

“ Hiiw very desperate the food .situation hecanie is 
revealed liy an nntlientieuted ease of eannilialism wideh 
took place In January 194.1 ainoni; a group of .lapanese 
soldier and civilian holdouts. l.sConi A-2 I’eriodic Upt 
19(1. 

”As an example of the extent of the patrolling, one 
liattalioii (:i/21) remained in northern (inain until 
January 104.1, operating out of a hivouae near Yigo, 
and hunting down the surviving Japanese. Duphintis. 

"IIIAC C-2 Periodic Itpt 10. 

” IsCoui WD, lApr-15.\ng44, Enclo.sure K. 
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NEW SINAJANA, one of several lar^e towns sot up by Civil Allairs Section of Island Connnand to liousc the 
natives displaced by the fishtinR on Guam. 


.Iiipanesc slrajrfilers, natives were encouragetl 
to return to their villa<res and farms and befiin 
raisin'! crops to Iielp feed the non-military pop- 
idation. However, military preemption of in- 
creasiiifrly lar<ier areas of the i.sland for air- 
fields, combat firinjr ranges, training areas, 
camp sites, and supply depots prevented the 
natives from occupying many of the places 
where they had lived before the landing. 

The establishing of new villages outside the 
areas occnjtied by American installations reme- 
died this situation to some extent. 'I'he aim of 
the Island Command Civil Afi'airs Section 
under Colonel Charles 1. Murray was to re- 
store the native economy as soon as possible 
and rej)air the damage wi’onght by the enemy 
occupation and the recapture of the island. The 


section made extensive elVorts to revive the 
co|)ra and soap industries, provide, a market 
for native handicraft among I he I loops, and 
employ I he able-bodied in building up ( he (J nam 
ba.se. The Americans encouraged oll'shore lish- 
ing, which had been forbidden under the Jap- 
ane.se, in an attempt to increase the civilian 
larder. I’reliminary steps were taken to re- 
institnte governmental agencies und arrange- 
ments made to compensate the (Juamanians for 
their land and labor.''' 

d'he native guides who accompanied many of 
the Marine and Army patrols during the cam- 
paign jiroper and the moji-up jieriod performed 
invaluable service in ferreting out .lapaneso 

“ IsCom \VI>, l.Vin.Vug-H, Kiiclo.siire K. 
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PATROL FIGHTERS of the native military government 
proceed along one of the many jungle trails seeking 
enemy holdouts. (N'avy Photograph.) 


troops and equipment. After being supplied 
witli arms and ammunition, mo.st of tliese men 
functioned as regular patrol members. 

The loyalty of the overwhelming majority 
of the (iiiamanians to the United States was as 
ilefinite as that of the patrol guides. Investi- 
gation of reported collaborators and screening 
of all the nativas to detect the few Japanese 
synipalhizers revealed that most of those who 
aided the enemy had been forced to do so by 
lack of any alternative. The necessity of pro- 
tecting and supervising the native jmpidation 
had been recognized by Admiral Nimitz, who 
authorized the formation of a successor to the 
piewar Insular Patrol Force.’® Headed by a 
Marine police chief, this Local Security Patrol 
Force was organized in xVugust, its nucleus con- 
sisting of former members of the Insidar Pa- 
trol and Marines from I.sland ('ommand. In 
adilitiou to normal j)olice functions, the force 
participated in many Japanese-hunting patrols 
until If) August 1945. 

“ComPifthFR WIJ, Augicst 194-1, 17. 


P>y the end of the war the entire face of Guam 
had been changed. A busy naval operating 
l)ase occupied Apra Harbor, and Navy planes 
crowded the fields at Agana and on Orote 
I’eninsula. On the northern plateau, lJ-29's of 
the Twentieth Air Force rested on fields bull- 
dozed from the jungle that had impeded the 
adv'ance of the III Ami>hibious Corps. On the 
heights above Agana was the iidvance headquar- 
ters of the Pacific Fleet, nerve center of 
Nimitz’ strikes against the Jajianese homeland. 
Scattered throughout the i.sland were vast naval 
and military supply installations. Encamped 
in the .sxuith, reunited for the first time since 
August 1944, were the Marine elements of the 
assavdt forces that had taken Guam. A crowded 
year of training and battle had seen the 3d Ma- 
rine Division lighting on Iwo Jima and the 
(ith Marine Division ” a leading participant in 
the Okinawa campaign.’® The island popula- 
tion on 31 August 1945 had swelled to over 
220,000, with 21,838 natives, G5,095 Army. 77,911 
Navy, and 58,712 Marine troops.”’ 


”Ou 7Si>i)t44 the l.st I’rovMarHrift had been redesiR- 
nated the (ith MarDiv with Gen Shepherd in eoinniand. 

“Tlie 77th InfDiv had fouRht aRain lieside the (>th 
MarDiv in tiie Okinawa operation, after partieipatiiiR 
in tlie i)atties on Leyte in tlie riiiii))pim>s. 

’* IsCoiu WU, 1.')-31 Aur 44, Enelosure.s 15 and F. 



ENEMY HOLDOUTS accompanied by their ma.scot are 
brought in to surrender after intensive preparations by 
the Island Command Psychological Warfare Unit. 
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At llio cml of Autriisl 1945, a little over a j^car 
after (loneral Gei«rer had declared or<ranized 
resistance over on Guam, a recapitulation of 
Japanese casualties showed that 18J177 enemy 
dead had been counted ami 1,250 prisoners 
taken.“ More than 8,500 Japanese had been 
killed or captured since It) August li)14. The 
efliciency of the organized campaign to elimi- 
nate the survivors was recognized by Colonel 
Takeda, wbo said: 

Since Ausnst 11, [11)441 the troops wbicli liart lost 
tile center of comnuitKl, and their coninianders and 
men, entered, one liy one. into the jiniftle to wait for 
the chanee of counterattack. During this period T.tCol 
n. Takeda in the north and Ma] S. Sato in the south 
planned guerilla warfare, as.semhiing the survivors liv- 
ing in the .inngic, hut owing to the loss of men and 
wea lions and the shortage of fond under successive suh- 
jiigations, aeconipanied by skillful psycliological war- 
fare, their men dropped gradually into the hands of 
the Americans. Their objective failed. Thus it came 
the end of the war.” 

Before the war’s end the psychological war- 
fare unit under Island Commaml had been suc- 
cessful in convincing Major Sato of the futility 
of further resistance. He surrendered on 11 
June 1945 bringing in with him Ml mcu.“ 

After the Emperor issued his rescript at the 
end of the war. ordering Japanese troops to 
cease fighting. Lieutenant Colonel Hideyuki 
Takedii sent emissaries to General Larsen to 
arrange for his surrender. On 4 September 
1945 he left his “division command )) 0 .st,” which 
had been located in tbe jungle about a mile and 
a half southwest of Tarague since the end of 
the organized fighting."' and led a group of G7 
ollicers and men in to surrendei-. AVhen he or- 
dered in an additional 4G men from the same 
area on 11 , September, the last unified element 
of the Jaj)ane.se defenders of Guam was in 
American hands.“‘ 


™ Ibid., Enclo.sure ("i. These figures Include nbout .lOO 
.Iupane.se civilians tliut were on the i.sland at tlie time 
of tbe .\merican landing. 

” TaJeeda. 

" I.sCom \VD, .Tune 194.'j, Emdosure C. 

” Tah-cdn Letter. 

” Ist.'om WD, Septemluu' in4i». Enclosure C. 



PRISONERS OF WAR in a stockade on (luaiu stand wifli 
bowed heads as they are read Hinperor lliroliito's 
announcement of unconditional surrender. (Navy 
Photograph.) 

MARIANAS CAMPAIGN SUMMARY 

The caiiture of Guam was but the final |diase 
of a miicli larger and more ambitious under- 
taking that included the seizure of .Saipan and 
Tinian. It was the jatssession of all three is- 
lands that gave the United States such an over- 
■whehning strategical advantage in the remain- 
ing yeai’ t)f the war. Therefore, the discussion 
liere of the elfect on future operations of the 
les,sons learned in the Mai-iaiias will be con- 
cerned with the total eifort rather than the 
parts.“ 

To the Japanese high command the loss of 
contrfd of the Marianas proved to be a heavy 
spiritual as well as material blow. Many felt 
as did the ICmjHU'or's chief naval a<lvisor (hat 
“Hell is on us.”-*" In fact, the majority of mili- 
tai-y leaders agreed that there remained “no 
chance of filtimate success.”-^ Again and 
again, the bitter memories of defeated men 


“For a discussion <if iuiiovalions |m>cuI!ui‘ to ciicli 
cniupuign see ttniixin, (’Imp Vll ; Tliiiiiii, t’lmp V, tmd 
(’Imp V of lids monograpli. 

” ITSSHSfPuc) Iiiterrogntioii No. :{!):• of Fleei Ad- 
miral Osami Nagano, l.IN ; ('liief of Naval Ueueral 
SliilV, Apr-IJ-Fcl)44 ; Supremo Naval Advisor to Em- 
peror, Feli44-i;oNov40. 

” Fukudome. 
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t\iriH'(l to that fateful June of 1944 wiien Ma- 
rinos stoi’inec] ashore at Sai]>an. Decisive vic- 
tory on that island and tlie accoinpanyin*; de- 
struction of Japanese naval air in the Battle of 
tlie I’hilippine Sea ensured the subsequent cap- 
ture of Tinian and Guam. 

Over 50,000 Jajianese fifrhtin" men “ "ave 
their lives in frantic but futile defense of the 
three islands. A hard core of 30 infantry bat- 
talions composin'; the main strength of the 29th 
and 43(1 Divisions, 47th and 48th Independent 
Mi.ved Bri<;ade.s, and 5th Naval Base Force was 
utterly destroyed.^ But the death of these men 
remained secondary in importance to loss of 
the MariaJias. 

Now, from their blockinj; positions a.stride 
the inner riiif; of Tmi)erial defenst’s, American 
hunter-killer teams could choke off the trickle 
of supply ships and submarines that had previ- 
ously reached outlyin" enemy garrisons. Dom- 
inance of the Marianas meant “submarine 
operations were completely shut out,” ““ in the 
words of the Japanese underseas fleet com- 
mandei’. For the thousands of enemy troops 
purposely by-passed in the island-hopping 
drives through the South and Central Pacific, 
the last hope of rescue faded. To the end of 
the war their only visitors were watchdog 
])lanes and ships of American rear area com- 
mands. 

This stranglehold impo.sed on Japan’s ex- 
tended positions, however, was not the most 
dangerous threat to her security. The naval 
base developed at Guam. ca])able of supimrting 
one-third of the Pacific Fleet,”’ and the tre- 
mendous forward su|)ply depots maintained on 
that island posed a threat of quicker attacks on 
the Japanese home islands. Of primary im- 
portance were the B-29 fields developed on all 
the islands captured by TF 51 . Raids launched 
from the.se air.strips brought the full impact of 

“ TF .^f5 r;-2 Rpt. 

”Ihuh. -11 -17. 

" ll.SSn.S(I'iic) Intorroj:ation No. 360 of VArtm 
Stiifieyosli Mfwii, UN ; successively Director, Naval 
.Sulmmriae Doiiartnieiif ami CinC. Ctli tSiilunarine) 
Fleet. 

" Fleet Admiral K. .1. Kins. TUirt! Official Report to 
the Secretary of the Navy, 8Dec45. 
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total war to the Japanese people in the punish- 
ing rain of explosives and fire dropped on their 
homeland. 

On 24 November 1944 one hundred B-29’s 
left Saipan to hit Tokyo. Before the end of 
the year, stronger raids had hit the enemy ca]ti- 
tal three more times and demolished the Mit- 
snbi.shi Aircraft Plant at Nagoya. The num- 
ber of B-29’s and the frequency of their attacks 
increased steadily. At the war’s end almost a 
thousand of the giant planes based on Saipan, 
Tinian, and Guam were bla.sting targets on the 
.Fapanese home i.slands.”” The climax came in 
August of 1945 when two B-29’s rose from 
Tinian’s fields to carry atomic deatli and de- 
vastation to hapless Hii’oshiina and Nagasaki. 

There had been a tremendous outpouring of 
national effort involved in the capture of Sai- 
pan, Tinian, and Guam. Shijiyards, factories, 
farms, areenals, and training camps had fun- 
nelled the men and equipment necessary to 
maintain the att.ack force into the long supply 
line stretching from the United States through 
Pearl Harbor and Eniwetok to the fighting 
front. More than GOO ships from carriers to 
tankers, in exce.ss of 2,000 planes of all types, 
and over 300,000 men from all services took 
part in FORAGER.”” The actual assault 
echelon numbered 54,891 at Guam and 67,545 
at Saipan, from which force 42,290 men were 
drawn for the Tinian landing.”* Expedition- 
ary Troops’ records show that more than a fifth 
of the total assault troops became casualties in 
the 54 days of organized combat between 15 
J\ine and 10 August 1944. Of the 24,439 killed, 
wounded, or missing in action, 4,679 men died 
as a result of action on the three islands. How- 
ever, for each American killed, ten Japanese 
lost their lives.”” 

It is interesting to speculate how much the 
casualty figure might have been whittled down, 
if the forces had been available, by an assault 
on the Marianas |)rior to June 1944. If the 
Americans had attacked earlier in the year with 

“ niohal Mixsiov, .'i-lO. 

“ Fleet .Vdiniral E. J. Kins, Secntiil Official Report 
to the. Secretary of the Navy, 12Miir4i5. 

” TF .70 G-1 Upt. .3-23. 

“TF 50 MeilUpt, Annex A. 



APRA HARBOR had become one of the world’s busiest ports by the war’s end witli an average of 1,700 vessels standing 
in or out every month. (Navy Photograph.) 


a force the same size as that which took the 
Marshalls (hO.OOO), at least one .Japanese ad- 
miral stated : 

... it is certain that, tlie defense preparations hav- 
ing only started In Jiareh, successful resistance would 
have heen impossihle. In other words, such a force 
wonid have heen overwhelming.” 

Whitt is certain, however, is that the attack, 
when launched, cau<rht the enemy off balance, 
('onfirmation of this viewpoint comes from Ad- 
miral Kichisalniro Nomura, I.IN, Ambassador 
to the United States at the time of the Pearl 
Hiirbor attack, who recalled, “Ev'erywhere, I 
think, you attacked before the defense was 
read}'. You came far more quickly than we 
expected.” 

Diiriiifr FOKAGEIl the Americans learned 
several valuable les.sons in amphibious tiictics. 
The most important of these proved to he. in the 

“ FuK-uilomc. 

” USSHSd’nc) Interrogation No. 420 of Adin Kiehi- 
saburo Nomura; former Ambassador to the United 
States (1041) ; appointed inenilier of the I’rivy Coun- 
cil, 2(iMa.v44. 


lields of naval «:unlire support, close air sup- 
port, and .shi])-to-shore supply operations. 

At Saipan, the heavy ciisualties on the IkuicIi 
gave proof of the ineffectiveness of the two-day 
NGF pre.])aration there. On the other hand, the 
lengthy pounding given Tinian and (luam dis- 
rupted enemy defense preparations, knocked 
out most coast defense guns, and insured land- 
ings with relatively light losses. 'I'he inference 
was obvious, and with the added weight of evi- 
dence from NGF results at Peleliu and Iwo 
.lima, the Pacific Fleet conducted a jireinvasion 
bombardment schedule of eight days at Oki- 
nawa in 

Admiral King, reviewing the effectivene.ss of 
naval gunfire during the FOKAGEK campaign, 
observed : 

In the Marhiniis oiM'ratloii, though heavy and pro- 
longed concenl rations of naval gunfire .succeeded in 
neutralising immediate Iteach defenses, mortar and ar- 
tiilery position.^ located in the rear of beaches were not 
silenced. Ilius demonstrating the need for continuons 

“ Turner. 
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support iiiK Hres from sen word to a distaiu-p of upproxi- 
iimtfly 5,000 .vards iidiind.” 

Tliis liifk of pfotpctive fire for initial assault 
t roops before artillery fire control affencies could 
1)0 set uj) ttshore liiul been duly noted by senior 
troop commanders at both Saipan and (Ttiam.^*’ 
15y the time the Tenth Army bit Okinawa on 1 
A])ril 1945, the period durina: which the Ntivy 
suitplied continuous fire support after Il-IIour 
had been increased to four liotirs from a i)revi- 
ous bi<rb of 90 minutes at Guam." 

Close air support opertilions durin*i the re- 
mainder of the Will' also became more elfective 
as a result of FORAGER.^- The. system initi- 
ated at Gtiarn of limitiiifr fiunfire maximum or- 
dinates and controllinp plane pull-out levels to 
j)ermit simultaneous air and NGF bombaid- 
nient of the same area became standard prac- 
tice. This method resulted in a terrific combi- 
nation of flat ti'ajectory and plunginjr fires more 
devastatinir in effect than any concentration 
laid down by only one of the supporting arms. 

In another field of air operatioms, the recom- 
mendations of troop commanders, clnimpioned 
by Generals Schmidt and Geiger and approved 
by General Holland Smith, won accei)tance by 
the Navy. On tlO December 1944 Admiral King 
annoiinced that: 

Four CVK's have lieen ilesianateel for close troop 
support iiud will oiiihark Min'iiie aircraft .‘iunadrous. 
It is not aiilicipaled tliat Mai'ine s(|Uadroas will fur. 
nisi) all close air support hut they will he ti.sed with 
-Marine divisions when the situation periuits. In addi- 
tion a certaiti nuiuher of Marine aviatoi-s arc hein;.' 
assigned to the various atuphihious force llagships to 
assist in control of support iiircraft.** 

In general, stipply operations proceeded 
smoothly at each of the objectives in the Mtiri- 
anas. Even the htirried commitment of the 
77th Infttntry Division tit fiutim, which pre- 
sented some )>roblems, did not jeopardize the 
mission of the attack force. However, there 

”ComiH('h P-007, ('hap :t, 14. 

’“The proxiiuity of -Siilpan to Tinian permitted ar- 
tiller.v einitlaeed on th<“ former island to suiiport the 
Tinian landing. As a residt, eontimioiis protective fire 
was availahle to assault troops of the 4th MtirDiv. 

" aniimn. 

” See discn.ssion of air support in Saiimti, 24S-250, 
and Thiinn, 120-120. 

" CoiiiinCh P-007, Chap 2, 8. 


was sullicient evidence of confusion tit offshore 
cargo trtinsfer points and on hoard landing con- 
trol ve.ssels to warrant Admiral Turner rec- 
ommending that only “the most experienced 
personnel availtible should be used in the Con- 
trol Parties for assault landings.” ** Certainly 
the haphazard way in which HI Corps .Vrtil- 
lery was landed and supplied during the initial 
stages at Guam had quite a bit to do with the 
above directive. The strong protest registered 
by General del Valle bore fruit in other fields 
too, as his operations officer has noted : 

. . . the varions hlRh eoiumanders involved realized 
the tremendous prol)lem involved in landluK the heav.v 
Corps Artillery ainnumitiou in an amphlhious opera- 
tion. .As a result, a definite artillery timiiiunilioii un- 
loading: phin was prepared for Okinawa wlileh brouaht 
our ammunition ashore smoothly and properly." 

In order to speed u)i the flow of equipment 
ashore and expedite handling on the beach and 
in dumps, most unit supitly officers of Expedi- 
tionary IVoops recommended that inititil as- 
sault items of supply be palletized.'® Positive 
results followed increased use of this efficient 
snpi)]y method in landings following FOR- 
AfxER. As foreseen by Admiral King, there 
was a reduction in the number of shore party 
per.sonnel required to handle the palletized 
equipment and a corresponding increase in as- 
sault troops." 

Unfortunately, the Japanese as well as the 
Americans profited from experience in the 
Mariantis. Enemy headquarters on each is- 
land had contact with Tokyo and submitted 
daily action reports until the end of organized 
resistance. According to a captured message 
file of the tUst Army, [ilus reliable comments 

« c'pi,-' 5 j Opitpt, Recommenrtntions, 2. 

" IIpiKhrmn. 

" 1‘tillelizatiuu is the process of ni'raiiging a quan- 
tity of any item, imckaceil or uupackafrert, upon it 
wooden pallet (platform oii which supplies are stored). 
The load is then se<’urely strapped or laslual to the 
pallet so that the whole is handled as a unit. At 
Guam, a good portion of "7th Div gear wtis palletized, 
hut tlie lack of landing vehicles forced the hreakup 
of unit loads, adding considerably to the diflSculUes 
of maintaining division supply levels. 

"Com inch P-007, Chap 6, 11. 
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and r(‘i)orts availahle follo\vin<r tlie war, 
streiifrtlis and weaknesses of both tlie attackers 
and defenders were analyzed and continually 
reported. From this information, the enemy 
hifrli command concluded that the punishin<r 
elfectivene.ss of the American air-XGF-artillery 
team in supportin'!: the infantry dictated a 
chan«>:e in Japanese tactics. 

Hattie studies distrihiited from Tokyo 
.stressed the need to difi in troops and {funs and 
under<fround all supplies and communication 


lines. 'I'o counter the power of American lire 
suppoi't, which enabled a force to penetrate any 
sin<!;le thin defensive tine, Japanese command- 
ers {jave instructions to oi{>:anize defen.ses in 
depth.'* 

There were to l)e no moie field days foi' 


Y. llorie, IJA, “10x|ilaniil ion of .Iii|)ioio.''i> De- 
fense I’l.'in and Itnttle of two .lima," 2.".lan-l(i; Cin(n*ae- 
CinCPOA Translation H-MOStI, :i2d Army I’.atlle In- 
st rnelions, I'lKeli-lS. 



SUPERFORTRESSES of the Twentieth Air Force return from a 3,000-mile mission over .lai>an to their lioine Itasc at 
North Field, Guam. (Air Force Photograph.) 
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Aiiiericiin ffumiei’s ])ouriii" tlieir fire on in- 
vitin'? tarjiots of thousiinds of men chiU{?ing in 
iill out hanzai attacks, as Imd Iiappened in the 
Afarianas. Until the end of the war tlie aver- 
age enemy soldier stuck to his assigned de- 
fensive j)osition like a leech, firing from cover 
and doing his best to take as many Americans 
as po.ssible to the grave with him. At least two 
Japanese commanders, those at Iwo Jima and 
Okinawa, issued orders against expending 
everything in one frenzied counterattack. The 
extensive casualty lists and the lengthy cam- 
paigns necessary to capture the islands of 
Peleliu, Iwo Jima, and Okinawa furnish mute 


testimony to the elliciency of the new enemy 
defensive techniques. 

To the average American participant in the 
Marianas t"am{)aign, the war was on a minute- 
to-minute basi.s. Hig picture strategy had no 
place in his personal struggle to survive, and 
even todaj' his pictiu’e of the operation is a com- 
l)ound of individual memories that probably 
missed this history and many others. Yet no 
matter how small a part an individual took in 
capturing those islands, he is justified in feel- 
ing he helped shorten the war. For it was 
from the Marianas that ships, planes, and men 
struck out to bring defeat to Japan. 
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1944 

‘J January U. S. Army troops Inml at 

Saiclor, bufrinninjr drive up 
Xow Guinea coast. 

SO January- 

7 February U. S. forces assault and 

capture Kwajalein Atoll, 
Marshall Islands. 

16-17 February Task Force 58 strike.s 

J'ruk, revealin'? weakness 
of that base. 

18-2S Febriuuy U. S. forces assault and 

cajjturo I'biiwetok Atoll, 
Marshall Islands, com- 
pleting the breach of the 
Japanese outer defenses in 
the Centrid Pacific. 


22-23 February Task Force .58 strikes 

Southern Marianas. 

29 February- 

28 March U. S. forces assault and 

capture the main islands 
of the Admiralties jrroup. 

6 March 1st Marine Division lands 

near Talasea on New Brit- 
ain. 

12 Mai'ch Joint Ghiefs of Stall' di- 

rect that Southern Mari- 
anas be seized, tar«?ct date 
15 June. 

22 March 1st Provisional Marino 

Brigade activated. 


Chronology 


23 March CinCPO.V issues opera- 

tion ordei' for FOK.VGIOH 
dii’ecting capture of Sai- 
luiu, Tinian, and Guam. 

2.3-25 March 77th Infantry Division 

departs U. S. for Hawai- 
ian I si a mbs. 

30 March-1 April Task Force 58 strikes 

IVestern t'arolines. 

Hi April BrigGeu Lemuel ('.Shep- 

herd, Jr. assumes com- 
mand of the 1st Provi- 
sional Alai ine Brigade. 

22 April H. S. Army troops invade 

Northern New Guinea, 
lauding at Aitajjo and 
I lollandia. 


* 

2(1 April Fxpedit ionary Troo]>s 

IIead(piarters i.s.sues oper- 
ation order for FOR- 
AGER. 

11 iMay .Southern Troops a n <1 


lianding Force issues 
operation order f<tr cap- 
ture of STEVIOIK )R l‘i 
(Guam), second phase of 
FORAGFR. 

17 May Task Force 53 iss\ies oper- 

ation oi'der for STEVIC- 
DORE with lenlative 
landing date (W-Day) of 
18 June. 
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2:!-27 May Task Force 53 eoiuliicls 

final reliearsal on beaclies 
near Cajie Esperame, 
(Inadalcanal. 

1 June LST groups carryinfi as- 


sault elements of South- 
ern Troops and Landing 
Force depart Solomons 
for sta<i:in{>: area at Kwa- 
jalein. 


4 June Remainder of Task Force 

r>3 with lllAC Heaikpiur- 
ters on board de|iarts Sol- 
omons for Kwajalein. 

() .Tune Allied trooj)s invade, the 

continent of Europe in 
Normandy. 

0-12 tfune Elements of 'J'a.sk Force 

53 leave Kwajalein for 
Southern Marianas. 

15 June China-ha.sed B-29's at- 

tack Kyiisliu Island in 
first Snperfort raid on 
Japan. 

15 June 2d and 4th Marine Di- 

visions land on Saij)an in 
fir.st phase of FORAGER. 

IG June 27th Infantry Division, 

Expeditionary Troops Re- 
serve, bef'ins landing on 
Saipan. 

IG June Fifth Fleet Commander 


cancels 18 June as W-Day 
for STEVEDORE, di- 
rects Task F orce 53 to re- 
main off Saipan as float- 
ing reserve, and orders 
Task Force 58 to engage 
ai)])roaching .1 a p a n e s e 
Fleet. 


19-20 June Battle of the Philippine 

Sea. Japanese naval air 
arm su ffers decisive defeat. 
25 June 3d Marine Division I'c- 


leased fiom floating re- 
serve off Saipan and di- 
rected to return to Eniwe- 
tok. 

30 June 1st Provisional Marine 

Brigade released from 


floating reserve oil' Saipan 
and directed lo return to 
Eniwetok. 

30 June-4 July (’onference of top com- 

manders on Saipan i‘C- 
garding STEVEDORE. 
Decision to commit 77th 
Infantry Division on 
Guam. 


1- 8 July 77th Infantry Division de- 

jairts Pearl Harbor to join 
'I'ask Force 53 at Phiiwe- 
tok. 

2- 7 July U. S. Army troops assault 

and capture Noemfoor Is- 
land off Dutch New Guin- 
ea. 

8 July Commander P'ifth P’leet 

sets W-Day as 21 July. 

8 July Ships and planes of Task 


Forces 53 and 58 com- 
mence intensive prein- 
vasion bombardment of 
Guam. 

9 July All organized resistance 

ceases on Saipan ; mop-u]i 
begins. 

10 July 305th Regimental Combat 

Team joins Task Force 53 
at Phiiwetok, assigned to 
1st I’rovisional Marine 
Brigade. 

14 July Admiral Conolly, embark- 

ed in the AppoJarhiati, ar- 
rives off Guam to assume 
personal conti'ol of the 
bombardment program. 


15-17 July Tractor and transport 

grou))s of 'I'ask P’orce 53 
depart Eniwetok for 
Guam. 

17 July Remainder of 77th Infan- 

try Division arrives at 
Eniwetok. 

18 Jidy .lapanese Premier Hideki 

Tojo and Cabinet resign 
as a result of the capture 
of Sai])an. 

21 July 3d Marine Division and 

1st Provisional Marine 
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Bri^iidc liiixl on (iiiani in 
sofoml phase of FOHA- 
GElh 

2*2 July 77tli Infantry Division be- 

{lins lancliiifr on («nain. 

24 -Inly 4(li Marine Division lands 

on Tinian in ( Idl’d phase 
of FORAGER. 

25 July 2d Marine Division lands 

on Tinian. 

25-26 July Japanese eonnterattaek 

afiain.st Marines on Guam 
rei>nl.sed with cripplin" 
los.ses to eneni}'. 

27 -Inly American soverei<rnty over 

the island of Guam is 
proclaimed. 

20 -July United States (hifi raised 

over ruins of former Ma- 
rine Barracks on Orote 
Peninsula, Guam. 

1 Aiifrust All orfianized resistance 

ceases on Tinian; mop-up 
hefjrins. 

10 Aufru.st All oi^ianized resistance. 

ceases on (Jiiam; moii-up 
hefiins. 

21-22 August Units of 1st Provisional 

Marine Brigadi* begin 
leaving Guam. 


1 Sepleiidier Island (kmimand takes 

control over all forces re- 
maining on ( iiiam ; inten- 
sive mop-up continues. 

15 Sejitember U. S. Army troops assault 

and capture Morolai Is- 
land, Netherlands East- 
Imlies. 

15-.30 September U. S. forces assault and 


capture Peleliu and Angu- 
ar, Palau Islands. 

23 Septembi'r U. S. .\rmy troops seize 

Ulithi .\toil in AVestern 
Carol ine.s. 

20 Octobei’ U. S. Army troops invade 

Jjcyte Island in the Philip- 
pines. 

23-26 October Battle of Leyte Gulf. 

Elimination of Japanese 
surface (leet as a major 
threat. 

3 November 77th Infantry Division de- 

parts Guam. 

24 November Saipan-baseil B-2t)'sbomh 


Tokyo in lirst attack on 
enemy capitol by land- 
based planes. 

15 December U. S. Army troops invade 

Mindoro Island in the 
Philippines. 
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APPENDIX III 


Southern Troops and Land- 
ing Force Casualties 


Mariim Organizations ' 

KIA 

DOW 

WIA 

Total 

OFF 

KNH 

OFF 

ENL 

OFF 

EN E 

OFF 

ENL 

III AC Trps 









lUtS Hn - 


3 


1 

1 

2 

1 

0 

Mod Hn 









MT Hn — 





2 

12 

2 

12 

SiK Hn 


2 


1 

1 

12 

1 

15 

1st Aniifl Ainpli Hn 

2 

25 


4 

C 

00 

8 

89 

2d Sop I'inK Hn 


5 


1 


20 


32 

2d Mar Amino Co 






2 


2 

3d Amph Trac Hn — 

1 

9 


2 

1 

41 

2 

52 

4t)i Amiih Trac Hn 

2 

14 


2 

1 

35 

3 

51 

■Uh Mar Ammo Co 




3 




3 

1 11 AC Arty 









II&S Htry. 






2 


2 

1st iriSmin IIow Hn. 


1 




5 


6 

2<i IS.'imm How Hn .. . 


1 




1 


2 

7tli ISrnnm Gun Hn 


1 




0 


7 

9tli Dcf Hn -- 






5 


5 

14th Dcf Hn 


2 


6 

3 

38 

3 

45 

3d Mar Div 









11(1 I5n 

5 

28 

1 

15 

19 

140 

25 

183 

Mod Hn. . - 






4 


4 

MT Hn-. 




3 


9 


12 

•Scr Hn 


3 


2 

2 

17 

2 

22 

Tk Hn 


5 


2 

0 

50 

0 

03 

3d Mar 









H&S Co 


5 


1 

4 

9 

4 

15 

Wpns Co 


2 


2 

2 

32 

2 

30 

1st Hn — 

9 

43 

1 

30 

(! 

217 

10 

290 

2d Hn 

3 

70 

2 

17 

10 

221 

15 

308 

3d Hn 


77 


20 

17 

282 

17 

379 

9th Mar 









H&S Co — 


4 


2 

2 

12 

2 

18 

Wpns Co 


13 


1 

1 

40 

1 

54 

1st Hn 

2 

38 

2 

13 

9 

175 

13 

220 


St'o footiioti'S at fiid of table. 


Marine Organizations ‘ 

KIA 

DOW 

WlA 

Tolal 

OFF 

ENI, 

OFF 

ENL 

OFF 

EM, 

OFF 

ENI, 

3d Mar Div — Continued 









Otli Mar — Continued 









2d Hn 

1 

(10 

1 

23 

1 1 

3 1 (1 

10 

300 

3d Un 

5 

28 

1 

Hi 

1 1 

170 

17 

214 

12tli Mar 









H&S Btry.- . — .. . 

1 

1 


3 

1 

22 

2 

211 

IstUn 

2 

(> 


8 

2 

II 

4 

5r> 

2d Bn 

1 

1 1 


4 

7 

52 

8 

(17 

3d Bn 


(1 


9 

0 

27 

0 

35 

4 th Bn 


7 



•1 

20 

0 

30 

19th Mar 









HAS Co 


1 


1 

4 

11 

4 

13 

1st Bn 

1 

17 

1 

ii 

1 

85 

(1 

107 

2d Bn 

1 

4 


1 

2 

54 

3 

50 

21st Mar 




1 





HAS Co 


f) 


1 

9 

17 

2 

23 

Wpns Co 

1 

7 

2 

1 

1 

3(1 

4 

44 

1st Bn 

7 

(18 

1 

30 

12 

3(1(1 

20 

458 

2d Bn . 

5 

78 


18 

14 

302 


488 

3d Bn. 

3 

')(•) 

1 

21 

0 

242 

1 13 

310 

1st Prov Mar Brin 









Brin Trps 

1 

!) 


1 

4 

28 

5 

38 

1st Prov Rcpl Co 






(1 


0 

4th Mar 









HAS Co 

1 

7 


1 

1 

14 

2 

22 

Knn Co 

1 

ti 


2 

3 

38 

4 

40 

Med Co 





1 

1 


1 

MT Co 


2 



1 

2 


4 

Pion Co 





2 

21 

2 

21 

Tk Co 


1 



1 

21 

1 

22 

Wpns Co 


4 


1 

2 

20 

2 

34 

1st Bn 

5 

53 


ii 

0 

1110 

11 

225 

2d Bn - 

2 

27 


5 

11 

175 

13 

207 

3d Bn - - 

1 

50 


13 

8 

205 

0 

2(18 

Pk How Bn. 


2 



0 

11 

5 

Hi 

22(1 Mar 









HAS Co 





1 

8 

1 

8 

Enn Co — — .. 


3 


4 


25 


32 

Med Co .. — 









MT Co - 


1 




5 


0 

Pion Co 


5 


2 


20 


27 

Tk Co. 

1 

4 



3 

12 

4 

HI 

Wpns Co 


3 



2 

24 

2 

27 

1st Bn 

5 

82 

1 

24 

12 

212 

18 

348 

2d Bn - 

2 

18 


20 

13 

217 

15 

315 

3d Bn - - 

2 

43 

1 

13 

14 

213 

17 

200 

Pk How Bn. — 


5 


2 

1 

31 

1 

II 

Is Com 




1 





H(| Bn. 

2 





3 

2 

3 

5th Fid Dep .. 


4 


2 


27 


33 

Mar Air Gru-21. .. . — 


1 



1 

5 

1 

0 

Mise Units 


3 


1 


12 


Hi 

Naval Medical Personnel Attached to Marine 









Units 2 . 

1 

42 

1 

3 

10 

170 

12 

215 


Scu footiiotos ut oikI of tnblc. 


179 



KIA 

DOW 


Total 


OFF 

ENL 

OFF 

ENL 

OFF 

ENL 

OFF 

ENL 

Navy Organizations’ 









Lion (1 

.5tli Const Brig llq . . 









2d iSpec Const Bn 


2 



1 

7 

1 

9 

13tli Spec Const Bn_ 








2.7th Const Bn __ . .. 


1 




2 


3 

,73d Const Bn .. . 



1 


3 


3 

.79tli Const Bn . . .. . 

Const Det 1010 - 

Comm Unit 41 . . .. 

Argus 17 




1 


2 


2 

.Army Organizations ' 









77lli Inf Div 









Div Trps 

I 

.7 



4 

43 

5 

48 

30,7tli Inf 

2 

71 



1.7 

274 

17 

34.7 

SOOtli I nf 

2 

37 



II 

93 

13 

130 

307tli Inf - 

3 

49 



10 

18.8 

13 

237 


7 



2 

22 

2 

29 

254tli SiK Const Co 







72fit.li Air Wrn Co .. 









7-lftlJi Air Wrn Co 


















Grand Total - 

87 

1, 283 

16 

.361 

334 

.7,719“ 

437 

7, 363 « 


'Marini' casiialt.v lltniri's furnisheil by Ilii! rarsoniii'l Awimiitinjr Sactioii. llcwirils Braiu-h, I'orsoniit'l Di'imrt- 
iiuait, IleadiiuarliTs, U. S. Mariiu* Coi'iis on l^Deoo:’ and cover tlie period 21.lul-l(IAng44. 

’Naval medical casualty llgures fnrnlsbed by the Medical Statistics Uivision, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, 
Navy Department on loOct.Ti and cover the period Jl.lul-UlAug44. For this same iieriod 4t) casualties (5 KIA, 3 
DOW, 41 WlA) were listed us itaving occurred in tlie Marianas witliout specifying the island; of tins group some 
men were attai-lied to sliips and some were assigned to Marine indts. 

’Navy casualty figures were taken from the IIIAC SAIt, I’ersKpt and cover tlie period 21.Iul-]lAug44. 

'Army casualty figures for the 77th InfDiv and attiiclicd troops were taken from tlie77lh InfDiv (5-1 .Ini and 
cover tile period 21Jul-]0Aug44. Availalile Army records do not provide a breakdown comparable to that used 
for Marine units. Casualty information for those .\rmy troops attachi'd to STLF was taki'ii from tlie IIIAO S.\R, 
I’ersllpl and cover the js-riod 21.1nl-ll Angl4. 

’ Owing to the method of reporting and recording Murine casualties, most of the I )()W totals are repealed in the 
WlA figures. 

“Twenty-two enlisted men (IS .Marine and 4 .\riny) are still listed as missing in action, presumed dead. 
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Command and Staff List of 
APPEKoi* IV Major Units 


21 JULY 1944-10 AUGUST 1944' 


KXI>i;mTIONAUY TIIOOUS 
('oiumandin^; Gom'i'iil- LIG>‘ii llolliiiiil SI. Siiiilli 


Chief (if Sliiir r.ridCeu fJmvc.s 15. Krskiiii* 

G-1 LtCol Alliert F. Sletze 

G-2 Col St. Julieu R. Milrsh.'ill 

G-3 Col .lohii C. SIc<jiK‘i‘ii 

Q— I Ciil Kii.vnmiid K. Kii!i|iii 

G-o Col .(osoiih T. Siiiith 


SOtmiRUN TROOI’S AND LANDING FORCE 
CouiiiiiindiiiK Goneral. MaJGeii Roy S. Geiger 


Cliief of Staff Col Menvin II. Silvcrlhorn 

C-1 (.'ol William .1. Scheyer 

C-2 LtCol William F. Coleman 

CV-3 C(d Waitin’ A. Wachtlor 

C— I LtCol Frederiek L. Wieseman 


III AMPIlimOUS CORPS TROOPS 
III Corpx llvdilqiwrlcru and. SvrvUx HiillnUun 

Commandiii}; OlHcei’--. LtCol Floyd A. SU>)ilmnsoii 

RxeeiiUve OHieer Caiit. Harry O. Rur.hardt 

Bn-3 Oiom" as.slKiifd) 

III Coritu Mcdiciil IluttiilUm 

Commanding Ollloer— LCdr William 11. Ramho (MC) 

Executive Oilicer Lt Wlliium R. Dii-rkiiiK (SIC) 

Rn-:i (not .sliown) 

’Command and stalT list.s for .Marine oraaniications 
were taken from tiie mn.ster roli.s of these units lileii 
at llendiinarter.s, U. S. Jlarine Coriis. Letters from 
oUlcers of tiie 77th infDiv sniiplemeided information 
.sniiplied by The Adjutant General's fUlice to provide 
the llstiii}; for Army nidts. M’ar diaries for the period 
of the operation fnrnislied tiie data needed to complete 
the Island Command section. 


Ill t'orpx Motor Truoxport llnlltilion 

(tommandinu; Oilicer— Maj Franklin II. Ilayner 

Rxecntive Oilicer .Maj Kenneth E. Mni-pliy 

IJn-H JIaj Kinineth E. Murphy 

III I'or/ix Hiintiil Itattnlion 

Commandin'.r Oilicer... LtCol Roliert L. Peterson 

Executive Oilicer I.tCol .\llan Suiter 

Itn-3 Maj Huliert C. laillimer. Jr. 

Ixt Armorrd AmiihihUin liattoUon 

Commanding Oilicer Maj Louis Jlet'/Ber 

ExeeiUive Oilicer Capt Richard G. WarBU 

Rn-3 IstLt Thomas 31. Crosby 

2d Spimralc Kiiiiinccr Hiilliillon 

CommandiiiB Oilicer LiCol Charles O. Clark 

Exi’cutive Oilicer Maj ICiaiper A. Wlliiams, Jr. 

Hn-h 2d Id. Francis P. McCormick 

Sd. Ainphihiiiii Tnirlor ItaUnlion 

CommandinB Olllc(>r LtCol Sylvester L. Stephan 

Execnlivo Oilicer 3laj Erwin F. M'ann. .Ir. 

Itn-tj ( 'ajit Geoi’Be .M. Foote 

■jt/i Aiiiitliildiin Tractor Hallalion 

CommandinB Oilicer LtCol Clovis C. Coffman 

Executive Oilicer Maj Arnold .S. Dane 

l!n-;t Capt Ralph .). Parker, Jr. 

HI AMPlimiOUS COitPS ARTILLERY 

CommandinB Gcnerai.. nrigGen Pedro A. del Valle 

Chief of StalT Col John A. Bends 

A-1 .Maj James A. Tatscli 

.\-2 WO David G. Garncit 

A-H|F.\I LtCol Frederick 1‘. llender.son 
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A-:i(AA) 

A-4 


3d Medical lialtaliou 


LtCol lOdcar O. Trice 

MaJ Frederick W. Miller 

Ut JoSmm Howitzer JJiittaliOH 

Coimnandiiijx Ollieer Col James J. Keatiiif: 

Executive Ollieer Maj Oeorjje II. Ford 

Hii-3 Maj Marshall J. Hooper 

2(1 loijmiii How.itzcr Itallnlion 

Conimandiii}; Ollieer LtCol Marvin II. Floom 

Executive Ollieer Maj Gene N. Schraeder 

Bii-3 Maj Eai'l J. Fowse 

7th tSnmm (Jiin lluUaUon 

Comumndlu!t Ollieer I.ICol John S. Twiteheli 

Executive Ollieer .Maj Dale II. Ileely 

Bu-3 .Maj Alfred L. Oweus 

iUh Dr/oise JlnltuHon 

Cuininandin}: Ollieer I.ICol .\rehie E. O'Neil 

Executive Ollieer LtCol Frank .M. lleineeke 

Bu-3 Maj Allan B. Miller 

JJilli Defense DntUilion 

Comuiandiii}: Ollieer LtCol William F. Turks 

Executive Ollieer l.tCol William F. Kramer 

Bii-3 LICol Jack II. Brown 

3D .MARINE DIVISION 

Commanding General MajGmi Allen I-I. Turnage 

ADC BrigGen Alfred H. Noble 

Chief of Staff Col Ra.v A. Roliinson 

D-1 LtCol Cheve.v S. White (KIA 

22 J) 

Maj Irving R. Kriendler 
(From 22J) 

D-2 LtCol Howard J. Turton (To 

28.1) 

LtCol Ellsworth N. Murra.v 
(From 2I1J) 

D-3 Col Jaiue.s A. Stusirt (To 28.1) 

LtCol Howard J. Turton 
(From 29J) 

D-4 I.ICol Ellsworth N. Murray 

(To 28.1) 

Col W. Carvel Hall (From 
20.1 ) 

nendquarters Battalion 


Commanding Ollieer LtCol Newton B. Barkley 

E.\eeulive Ollieer .Maj William L. Claiiset, Jr. 

Bn-3 (Not shown) 

Hf| Co LstLt George F. De Faleo 

Recoil Co Istl.t Arthur .Sulgo 

MT Co Maj Richard Tonis 

Sig Co Maj William .V. Loftin 

JASCO .Maj John II. Ellis (WIA 21.1)* 


♦WI.\. Records show returned to duty. 


Commanding Ollieer Cdr Raymond R. Callaway 

(MC) 

Executive Ollieer I.Cdr Delbert H. McNamara 

(MC) nVIA2(U)* 

Cdr Abraham Kaplan (JIC) 
(From 3A) 

S-3 I.Cdr Delliert II. McNamara 

(MC) (WIA2(i.l)* 

Cdr Ahrahaiu Kaplan (MC) 
(From 3A) 

U&S Co LCdr Delbert H. McNamara | 

(JIC) (M'IA2fiJ)* 

Cdr Abraham Kaplan (MC) 
(From 3A) 

A Co LCdr George L. Butler (MC) 

(KIA 21J) 

Lt \VilIiam B. Harkins (MC) 
(From 22 J) 

B Co I.Cdr Julius Simon (MC) 

(WIA 21.1)* 

Lt Edmond A. Ulkewiez (MCI 
(From l.-V) 

C Co LCdr Daniel B. Landau (MC) 

I) Co LCdr Clarence C. Tiepergerdes 

(MC) 

E Co LCdr Slanle.v B. Ilaralmrda 

(MC) 


3d Motor Transport Battalion 

Commanding Ollieer I.tCol Thomas R. Stokes 

Executive Otlieer .Maj Ira E. Ilarrod, .Ir. 

Bn-3 LstLt .Marshall W. Henry 

Il&S Co Capt Herbert C. Bumgardner 

A Co Capt Garl A. Wilson 

B Co IstLt Donald A. Lloyd 

C Co-. Capt Waller R. O'Quinn 

3d Seri'ire Battation 

Cominanding {)IBn‘r__. LtCol Durant S. Buchanan 

Exeeiilive Ollieer Maj Taul G. Chandler 

Bn-3 Capt Warren E. Smith 

III] Co Capt Warren E. Sniilli 

Ord Co IstLt Joseph M. Broderick 

S&S Co Maj William M. Roosevelt 

3d Tant: Battalion 

Commanding Ollieer... LtCol Hartnoll J. IV'ithers 

Exeeiilive Otliier .Maj Holly H. Evans 

Bn-3 Capt Vietor E. Wade (To 22J) 

Capt David JI. Graliam (From 
23 J) 

H&.S Co Capt David 51. Graham 

A Co Capt William D. Slone (Wl.\ 

21.T)* 

B Co Capt Bertram A. Tnffe (WIA 

20 . 1 )* 

C Co Capt Julius O. Leinke 
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Hit i]fiirinvs 

Coniiiiiindiii!; OHi<'t*r <’ol \V. fiirvcl IlJill (To liSJ) 


Col Janies A. Stuarl (Knim 
29 J) 

Kxoeulivo Ofli<‘<T Col James Snedekcr 

K-1 ilaj John K. Mael'onald 

U-o Caiit Jolin W. Fidey, Jr. 

K-3 Maj Jolin A. Scolt (WIA tiA)* 

It-J MaJ CJnint Crane 

II&S <’o Caiil Victor .1. naeliinan (WIA 

22 . 1 ) 

(’apt rrancis M. Itlod^'el, Jr. 
(From 2;J.I) 

Wpns Co .Maj I.anrenee I>. Caininoti 


J»t Biilliiliuu, 3d Mariiim 

( 'ominainlin;: Oflleer .Maj Henry Aiilinston, II 

Executive Ollii-er Maj John A. Ptak ( KI.\ lA) 

l!n-3 Capt .lohn H. Erieksou 

III] Co IstLt (leorge K. N’ash (ToOA) 

2dl.t Charles It. Weissherger 
(From 10.\) 

A Co Capt Geary II. Ilnnilselin (KI.\ 

21J) 

Capt ItolH'rt L. Patterson 
(From 22 J I 

II Co Capt Josepli V. Milleriek 

C Co Capt David I. Zentlin (WIA 

2.-..I ) • 

2d Hiilliilioii. .Id Mnrinm 


Commanding OlGeer... LtCoi Hector do Zayas (KIA 
2(JJ) 

Maj William A. Culpeiiper 
(From 2(1.1) 

Executive Oflicei- Maj William A. Ciilpi‘p|H‘r (To 

2(!.T) 

•Maj Howard .1. Smitli (From 
2tkn 

Bn-2 Maj Howard J. Smitli 

H() Co Isll.t .Matthew J. Cole, Jr. 

E Co Capt William E. .Moore. Jr. 

(WIA 25J) 

Istl.t Frencli U. Fogle (From 
25J) 

P Co Capt Paul H. Groth 

G Co Ca|)t .Stetson S. Holmes ( WI.V 

21 J) 

Istl.t .\lex H. Snwyi'r (From 
21 J I 


3d Hdlldlioii, 3d Miiriiics 

Commanding Ollicer__. l.tCol Italph L. Honser (WIA 

22 . 1 ) 

Maj Itoyal K. Itastian (From 
2JJ) 


Executive Ollicer .Maj Uoyal It Ihistinn (To 


22 . 1 ) 

Capt Williain It Itradley 
( From 21.1 ) 

Hn-2 Capt Patti T. 'rorlan 

Hii Co Cap! William It. Itradley 

I Co Capt Lowell 11. Smith (WIA 

7A)* 

K Co Ctipl .\nlliotiy A. Akslin (1VI.\ 

2:U) 

Cap! Piitil C. Traintiudl (WI.\ 
2(iJ ) ♦ 

L Co Capt Willitim G. 11. Slepheii.s, 

Jr. 


!>lli Mai'inrx 

('ominandhig Oflicer Col Kdwtird A. Craig 

Execulivt' Odicer I.tCol Jaime .Sahater (WIA 

21 J) 

I.tCol It'ilpli M. King (From 

20 . 1 ) 

R-1 Cap! Charles C. Ileitder.son 

(WIA 21.1) 

l.stl.t Cliarles II. Scholleld 
(From 21 J) 

H-2 Ctilil Douglas Whiiiple 

I{-2 Capt Evan E. Lips 

U-4 LtCol Fr.'ink .Shine 

II&S Co Capt James M. Fit rrington 

Wpns Co .Maj .Ie.ss P. Ferrill. Jr. (To 

lA) 

C !i p t Itohert A. Camiilull 
(From lA) 

lut liiiitdli'ni, nth MdriddS 

Commanding Oflicer .. LK.’ol Carey A. Kandall 
Executive Officer Maj Harold C. Itochiii 


Hn-2 Capt Fraiici.s II. Hergholdt 

Ilq Co WO Donglas IV. Diggers 

A Co Capt Cimr.-id M. Fowler 

It Co Capt ItiirUs W. .Vlidersotl (To 

SA) 

Cap( John It. Clajip (From 
9A) 

C Co Capt Frttnk C. Finneriin 


:id lldlldlioii, nth Mdi-iiirn 

Commanding Officer LiCol Uolicrt E. Cushman. Jr. 

Executive Officer Maj Wiirnim T. (tiass 

Itn-2 Capt Laiiraitce W. Chacroft 

H(| Co ( 'ii|it Francis L. Fiigati (To 

27.1 ) 

Ctiiit Lather .S. Kjos ( From 
2S.T) 

E Co Capt Lyle t). Peterson (DOW 

2n.I) 

Caiit ilaytiard W. S m i ( It 
(From 2.*iJ) 
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K Co Capt Louis II. Wilson, Jr. 

(WIA U.'..!)* 

G Co Miij Fraser E. West (WIA 

IVJ) 

Capt Francis L. Faa:an (From 

1'8.I) 


3(1 Ilaftalioii, 0th Marinen 


Coniman(liii){ OlHcer LtCol Waller Asninth, Jr. 

(WIA 21.1) 

Mii.1 I) o n a I li IS. Ilulilmni 
(WIA lA) 

.Maj Je.ss 1*. Ferrill, Jr. (From 
lA) 

Executive Officer Maj DonaUi P>. IIuMiaril (To 

22 J) 

Capt Caivin W. Kun/., Jr. 

(From 22 J) 

Hn-;S Capt Caivin W. Kunz, Jr. 

li<|(’o Isll.t Georfie G. Roliin.son 

I Co I ‘apt IIarr.v IS. Parker (KIA 

21.1) 

Istl.t Raymond A. Overjieck 
(From 21.1) 

K Co Capt William G. Smilli (KIA 


21 . 1 ) 

IslLt David H. Lewis (From 

21 . 1 ) 

L Co Capt Waiter K. Crawford 


Sint Mnrincs 


Conimandin}; Officer 

Executive Officer 

R-1 

R-2 

R-3 

R-4 

H&S Co 

Wpns Co 


Col Arthur H. Butler 
LtCol Ernest W. Fry, Jr 
Capt Waiter It. White 
Capt ISIair A. Hyde 
JIaj James H. 'niisley 
Capt Norman S. Chase 
Capt Albert L. Jensen 
Maj Robert U. Houser 


In! Hdltdiioii, 2tst Unrhies 


Commandinji Officer LtCol Marlowe C. Williams 

Executive Officer LtCol Ronald It. Van Stockum 

Bn-3 Capt Le.slie A. Gilson. Jr. 

(WIA 22.1) 

Capt Edward H. Voorhees 
(From 2.‘$J) 

H<i Co Capt Edwarit H. Voorhees 

A Co Capt Witliam G. Slioemaker 

(KIA 3A) 

Capt Fred F. Harlan (From 
4A) 

IS Co Capt Donald M. Heck (WIA 

21J)» 


C Co___ Capt Henry JI. Helsren, Jr. 


2d Jtilltnlion, 2lnl Marhirs 
Commandin;; Officer LtCol Eustace It. Smoak 
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Executive Officer 

ISn-3 

Ilq ( 'o 

E Co 


F Co 
G Co. 


Maj Lowell E. EiiKlish 
Capt Andrew Iledesli 
Capt James A. .Michener 
Capt Sidney J. .Mtman (WIA 
22J)» 

Istl.t William It. Williams 
(From lA) 

Capt Gerald G. Klrliy 
Capt William II. McDonough 
(DOW 21.1) 

IstLt .Maurice G. Austin 
(IV I A .'lA) 

IstLt Howard L. Cousins, Jr. 
(From ,oA) 


3d liiiltnlion, 2Ist Marines 


Commandinfr Officer LtCol Wendell II. Duplantis 

Executive Officer Maj Edward A. Clark 

Bn-3 IstLt James C. Corman (To 


21 J) 

Maj Paul M. Jones ( From 
21 J) 

H(| Co Capt Clayton S. Rockmore 

(WIA 2II.T)* 

2dLt Coleman C. Jones ( B'rom 
JA) 

I Co Capt Rodney L. Hein/.e (WIA 

3A)* 

K Co Caiil Clarence W. .McCord 

L Co Capt Frederick I. Ptuclia 


12th Marines 


Commandliif' Officer 

Executive Officer 

R-1 

It-2 

It-3 

R^ 

H&S IStry 


('ol John IS. IVilson 
LtCol John S. Letcher 
Cajit Edwin M. Gorman 
Maj Oliver E. Roliinett 
LtCol William T. Fairhourn 
Maj Lytle G. Williams (Rear 
Ech) 

IstLt Robert Stutz 


1st ISattnlidH, 12th Marines 


Commandinf' Officer LtCol Raymond F. Crist, Jr. 

(WIA 22.1)* 

Executive Officer .Maj George IS. Thomas 

ISn-3 Capt Luther A. ISookout, Jr. 

II&S Iltry Capt Carl II. .Seuge 

A IStry (’’apt Joshua C. West, III 

IS Ittry Capt James L. Cullen 

C IStry Cajit Clarence E. ISrissenden 


3d llattnlion, 12th Marines 


Commanding officer 

Executive i Iffii’cr 

1111-3 

HAS iltry 

I) Blry 

E Iltry 

F Btry 


LtCid Donald M. Weller ^ 
Maj Henry E. W. Ilarnes 
•Maj William P. I’ala ' 
Capt Norman V. McElroy 
Capt Robert H. O'Meara 
Capt James Leffers 
(.'apt David S. Randall 


30 Itiiltiilion, l‘,ilh iftirincs 

C'oniiuaiulin); Offlcfr LtCol Alpliii L. liowscr, .Ir. 

Exocutive Olliccv Mnj niindc S. SamU>rs. .Ir. 

lln-:{ C’aiil Willmr It. lloliiicr 

H&S r.try l.stEt William (S. Hold 

G Utry t'apt .lot' H. Wallen 

II Ittry C'at>t .Innie.s II. I’. (Jarneit 

1 ittry ('apt ltr>l)ert. E. Uain, .Ir. 

(WIA L':t.I) 

Istl.t Iteiilien W. E.stopinal 
(Prom 23.1) 

•J//i lUitlalioii, I'Zlli Murines 

Commandliit: ( iffleer EtC’ol Bernard II. Kirk (WIA 

21.M» 

Exeeutive Oflli-er .Maj Thomas It. Belzer 

Bn-3 Capt I.ewls E. Po^wmeyer 

II&S lUry 'idlA .I<dm T. Nnte 

K ntry MaJ Benjamin O. Cnntey, .Ir. 

(WIA 21J) 

Capt Charles O. SehrodI 
(Prom 21.1) 

L Blry ('apt Uohert S. Wilson (WIA 

21J)* 

M Btry Capt I..onnie D. MeCnrry 

(WIA 21J)* 

lOlh Murines 

Commanding Officer I.tCol Itohert E. Pojt 

Exeeutive Officer l3Col Edninnd .M. Williams 

Il-l WO .lohn J. Beaumont (WI.\ 

22.1 ) * 

R-2 Cajit Clarence B. Allen, .Ir. 

(WIA 31.1)* 

U-3 .Maj George D. Plood, .Ir. 

It— 1 Capt Julius ,S. Conrad 

H&S Co Maj Ward K. Kchauh 

1st liatInlioH, lUth Murines 

Commanding Officer I.tt’ol IValter S. Camphell 

Executive Officer. - .Maj Virgil M. Davis 

I!ii-3 (’apt Arthur .1. Waldrep, Jr. 

ih| Co Capt, Jack B. IVtthner (To 

2C..T) 

Istl.t Pelix I). Kir/.wicUi 
(Prom 27.1) 

A Co Capt Cliarle.s II. Horn 

B Co Cajit Itobert K. Higgins 

C Co C.Mlit Charles JI. Hunter, ,Ir. 

(To ,SA) 

Istl.t .lohn T. MePadden, Jr. 
(Pnan SA) 

2d Jiuttnlion, Ifltli Murines 

Commanding Officer MiiJ Victor J. Simp.son 

Executive Officer Maj Howard A. Hurst 

2.'i02."i4 " — .5.3 13 


I!n-3 CapI .lack it. Edwanls 

III) Co - Istl.t Waldemar MecUi's 

D Co— Caiit Claude D. ilamill. .Ir. 

E Co Capt Cliiirles P. Ingram 

P Co Ca|)l Charles X. Yfuice 

.lulli \urul (’oiistrucliiin Itutiuliun 

Commanding OflU'cr I.Cdr George J. Whelan 

( ttEC) 

Executive Officer I.Cdr Brett IV. Walker (CKCi 

III) Co l.t John I.. Walker. Jr. (CEC) 

G (.'o l.t Phillii P. Nel.son (CEt!) 

H Co l.t John V. Prankeiilhal 

(CEC) 

I Co I.l .lo.seph ii. Gehring (CICCI 

1ST PUOVISIO.VAI. MAKl.NE BlllGADE 

Commanding General.. BrigGen Lemuel C. Slu'pherd. 
Jr. 

Chief of Stall' Col John T. Walker 

B-I Maj .Vddison B. Overstreet 

B-2_- Maj Itohert W. Shaw 

B-3 I.tCol Thomas .\. Culhane. Jr. 

B— 1 I.tCol -Vuglist Liirsoli 

Ilq Co 2dl.t Daniel B. Brewster. .Ir. 

.MP Co IslLt Pred Ih'iiel!! 

Sig Co CapI Edward P. Nugent 

//fh Murines 

I.tCol Alan Sliapley 
I.tCol Samuel D. Puller (KI.V 

27.1) 

Capt Charles T. Lamb (Prom 
27 J) 

Capt Charles T. Lamb 
.Maj Cl.vde 1’. Ford 
Maj Orville V. Bergreii 
Istl.t Nohle W. Perren 
Cnpt Ralph L. Summeril 
Capt Alhert S. Gucrard. Jr. 
l.t John T. Sacco (MC) 

Cil])! Jfilin O. Dlhhle 
Ca|il Philip C. .Morell 
Wo Ismls L. Barnhardt 
Maj .lohn T. Rooney (WIA 

21.1)* 

1st Itutiuliun, -j//i Murines 

Commanding Officer .Maj Bernard W. Green 

Executive Officer Ma.l Robert S. Wade (temp. 

atchd.) 

Bn-3 Istl.t Clinton B. Easlna'iit 

11(1 Co 2(11. t Charles O. Dilih(>rlo 

A Co Istl.t Prank Kemp 

B Co Istl.t Thad N. Dodds (WIA 

2!t.I ) * 

0 Co Istl.t Lawrence S. Bangser 

(WIA 21.1)* 


Commanding officer 

Executive Officer 


R-2 

R-;i 

lt-4 

II&S Co 

Eng Co 

Med (_’o 

1‘ion Co 

Tk Co 

Trans Co 

IVpns Co 
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Jil Itiilliilion, .filli Miii'iiies 

CoimmiiidiiiK Olllcpr Miij .lohii S. Mossor 

Kxeciitive Oflicor Jlaj Uoy S. Batterton, Jr. 

nVIA 21.1) 

Capt Liiifoln N. Iloldzconi 
(From 21.1) 

l!n-3 Capt IJiifoln N. Holdzconi 

(To 21.1) 

Capt Ra.vmond L. Luckol 
(From 21.1) 

Tlq Co l.‘!tIJ .•\rllmr C. Fix 

E Co IstLt T.eonaril W. Alford 

F Co IstLt Eric S. IIolniKraiti 

G Co Cajit Arcliic 15. XorCord 


Excciilivt* Ollicer JIaj Crawford B. Lawton (To 

lA) 

5Iaj William E. Sperlinj?, Ill 
(From .’lA) 

Bii-:i (’aid Clmrlcs I’. Delons 

11(1 Go Maj Hudson E. Bridge (KIA 

21 . 1 ) 

Capt Lacey Buckner (Rear 
Ech) 

A Co Capt Glenn E. Martin 

B Co Ma.i Robert Y. Stratton 

C Co Capt Cliarles F. Widdecke 

(WIA 2.‘>J) 

IslLt Warren F. Llo.vd (From 

2 . 1 . 1 ) 


,1(1 [lallalion, //fh Marines 

Commanding Otlicer Maj Hamilton M. Hoyler 

Executive Ofliccr Maj Ilugli J. CTiapnian 

Bn-:s Ma.l Antlion.v Walker 

Ilq Co IstLt I’rank G. Lyte (To lA) 

IstLt Edward A. Harwood 
(From 2A) 

I Co Capt Roliert G. JIcMaster 

K Co IstLt Miirtin J. Sexton 

L Co Capt William J. Stewart 

(WIA 7A)» 

22f? Marines 

Commanding Otlicer (’ol .Merlin F. Schneider 

Exeentive Offleer I.tCol William .1. Wise 

R-1 Capt Alfred H. Ben.lamin 

R-2 IstLt Chauncey B. Chapman.' 

Jr. 

R-3 LtCol Horatio C. Woodhou.se, 

Jr. 

R-4 Maj Frederick A. Seimears 

H&S Co Capt David E. Cruikslmnk 

(To CA) 

Capt Elliot R. Lima (From 
7A) 

Eng Co Capt Frederick C. Bloomfield 

Med Co — Lt James V. Barrett (MC) 

Rion Co .Maj AlUm W. Hazard (To 

4A) 

IstLt Harold L. Manley (From 
.lA) 

Tk Co Capt Harry Calcutt (WIA 

21.T)* 

Trans Co Cai)t William P. A. Trax 

Wpns Co Maj John F. Sclioettcl (To 

27 J) 

Capt John H. Mallory (From 
28J) 


1st Battalion, 22d Marines 

Commanding Ollicer LtCol Walfried H. Fromhold 

(To 31.1) 

Maj Crawford B. Lawton 
(From lA) 


2d Battalion, 22d Marines 


Commanding Officer LtCol Donn C. Hart (To 27J) 

Maj John F. Schoettel (WIA 

27.1 ) » 

Executive Officer Maj Roliert 1'. Felker 

Bn-3 Maj John A. Copeland 

Hq Co Capt John E. Waddill (WIA 

27 J) 

IstLt Thomas J. Jones (From 

27.1) 


E Co Capt Donald B. Gov(?rts (WIA 

27 J) 

Capt John R. Lanigan (From 

28 J) 

F Co Capt Ben L. Hoover 

G Co Capt Maurice R. .\mund.sou 

(KIA 27.1) 

Istl.t Carl W. Tuell (From 

28.1) 


3rd Battalion, 22d Marines 

Commanding Officer... LtCol Clair W. Sliisler (WI.V 

27.1 ) • 

Executive Officer Maj Earl J. Cook 

Bn-3 Capt Samuel A. Todd (To l.\) 

Capt itohert I*. Xenffer (From 
lA) 

Ilq Co 2dLt Buenos A. W. Young (To 

lA) 

Capt George F. Bloom (From 
lA) 

I Co Capt Robert .\. McCabe (WIA 

2.">.T ) 

Ciipt Jack J. Monroe (WIA 

25.1)* 

Capt Samuel A. Todd (Prom 
lA) 

K Co Capt Harr.v D. Hedrick (KI.V 

25.T) 


IstLt Walter G. Barrett 
( From 25.1 ) 
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li t'o. 


Cjilit Hobcrl K. If’raiiU (IX)\V 
27.1 ) 

Capt (i(“or^t‘ F. I’limiii (To l.A) 
2<1LI I’owloss W. Laiiit'r, Jr. 
(From lA) 

lii'iimth' Arlillcrii (Jrtinii 

Cumliiamliii;.; OfTii-or LUNil Edwin (’. I'orKnson 

I'tirk tiuiritzrr ll(tlUiliini, /illi Mni'iiivx 

ConiiJiaiidiii^' Olliirr Maj UoIm'I’I F. .Vrinslronf; 

Kxi'uulivi* Ofliom- Maj Tlioma.s C. Jolly, III 

Ba-3 <’ai>t Ili'iiry .Matsintjor (To 

lA) 

Capt .lolm E. Slu-plicrd, Jr. 
(From lA) 

H&S ntry 2dU I'aiil K. Lyiidc (To lA) 

2dLt Sp«Miwr V. Silvprthorao, 
Jr. (From lA) 

A Bley Capt William K. (''tirlis (To 

1A) 

Istl.t Benjamin S. B(*nd 
(From 2A) 

B litry Capt Joliii B. Slippherd, Jr. 

(To lA) 

Istlit James II. Boyd (From 
lA) 

O Btry Capt Herman I’ojiKemc.vt'r, Jr. 

(WIA 26.J)* 

IstlJ Herbert T. Fiteli (From 
lA) 

Par/.’ llmrUzcr ISiittaHoii, 2.id Miirhwx 

Commandin;; Officer Maj .Alfred M. .Mahoiu>y 

Exeentive (Jffli'er Maj Xnlban C. Kingsbury 

Bn-3 Capt Robert T. Gillespie 

H&S Btry Capt Jlorris Mc.M. Garrett 

A Btry Capt K<ibert 1’. Yeomans 

B Btry Capt .lame.s R. Haynes 

C Btry ('apt Gordon R. Wortbinston, 

Jr. 

.Wrf Niiriil Voimlrurliim Jtiillnlioii 

CommandiiiK Officer... Cdr Edward M. Denbo ((?EC) 

Executive Officer l.Cdr Cbarles A. Thompson 

(CEC) 

Hq Co IJ Thomas L. Milii;;an (CEC) 

A Co IJ Edward Keen (CEC) 

B Co Lt Felix AV. Reeves (CEC) 

C Co IJ l■hillip A. I'eller (CEC) 

D Co IJ: Gustav T. Oien (CEC) 

77TH INFANTRY DIVISION (ESA) 

Cmnmaiulint; General MajGen Andrew I>. Brnee 

ADO Brigtien Edwin II. Randle 


Chief of Stall' Col Douglas C. McNair (KI.V 

(lA) 

IJCol Guy V. .Miller (From 
DA) 

G-1 Maj Janies P. Doyle 

G-2 IJCol F. Clay Bridgewater 

G-:t LtCoI Frank 1>. Milh'f 

G— I iJCid (Juy V. Miller (To .AA t 

LtCol Henry .1. O'Brien (From 
DA) 

dOJil l■!l^!/hl(•tT ('oiiihiil lldlliilitni 

Ounmanding Officer.. LlCtd I.eigh C. Fairbank. .Ir. 

Executive Otlb'cr Maj Thomas .1. Scott. Jr. 

S-:i Maj Edward W. I’eakt', Jr. 

dIUtI Mi'dic.nl HiitliiJioii 

Commanding Officer Maj .Abraham S. Jacobsen 

Executive Ollicer Capt Ilernmu .1. Halperin 

.S-3 l.stLt William AV. Kirk 

.lUiilli Iilfdiitrii RfiiiiDViit 

Commanding Officer Cid A^incent J. Tanzola 

Exei'iitlve Officer LtCol AA’ard A\^ Caddington 

S-3 Maj Robert J. .M. Frye, Jr. 

Inf Jtdildlioii, doaili liifdiilrit Itaiidu'dl 

Commanding Officer IJCol James E. Landrum, Jr. 

Executive Officer -Alaj Spencer E. Nurkin 

S-.3 IstlJ Milton Fineman 

2(1 ItdUdlioii, SO.'tlh Idfddtri/ IfciiiKK'dl 

Commanding Officer LtCtd Robert D. Adair 

Exis-utive Officer Capt Charles T. Hillman 

(DOAA’ SA) 

S-;i Capt Edward L. Dtivis 

3(1 Itdlldlioii, 3i)5th Idfuntrn Rc(iiidci(l 

Commanding Officer... LtCol Edward Chalgren, Jr. 

Executive Officer Maj Robert J. Brink 

S-3 Capt Edward AA’. Hopkins 

.loath Infdutrii liciiiidCnl 

('ommanding Officer Col Aubrey D. Smith 

Execulive Ollicer LB.'ol John L. Keefe 

S-3 Maj Marion G. AA'illiams 

IkI Itdlldlioii, SOlilli Idfdiilrn Rc(/imciil 

(Commanding Officer LtCol .lo.seph II. Rmnus 

Executive Officer Ctipl James F. l>ove 

S-3 CapI Slepheu K. Smith 

2(1 Itdlldlioii, AOlHh Iiifiiiilrii Rciliiiiciil 

Commanding Officer LtCol Charles F. (ireene 

Executive Officer Maj AA’illiani D. Cavne.ss 

S-3 Caiil Cliarles T. Caprtno 
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3(1 Uiiltalio)), SOatli Infanlrn Rcyimnit 


30Stk Field Artillern Hatfalion 


CniniimiidinK Officer LtCol (Jordon T. Kiiubrell 

Kxwnlive Officer Capl Eiifiene Cook 

S-3 Cnpt (Jliarles 1’. Mailloiix 

,)(l7ili Infatilri) Reiiimeiii 

Commanding (Jffleer—. Col Steplien S. Hamilton (To 
lA) 

LtCid Thomas 1!. Mannel 

(From lA) 

C o 1 Stephen S. Hamilton 
(From lOA) 

Executive Officer LtCol Tliomas IJ. Manuel (To 

lA) 

LtCol Tliomas B. Mannel 

(From lOA) 

S-3 Maj Ernest C. Dameron 

Ixi lidtUilioti, 3071 I 1 Iiifinitrn Rvnimcnt 

CommandiiiK Officer..- LtCol Joseph B. CooIIdire 

(WIA2A) 

MaJ (Jerald (1. Cooney { From 
2A) 

Executive Officer Maj (Jerald G. Cooney (To 

2A) 

S-.-J Capt William W. Kreis 

2d llnitalion, 307tli InJiitiUy Rci/iwcnl 

(.'ommandintr Officer... LtCJol Charles F. Learner 

(WIA ;iA) 

Maj Thomas It. Mackin (From 
3A) 

Executive Officer Maj Thomas R. Mackin (To 

3A) 

S-3 Capt Richard O. Ballschmider 

3d l{iiltiilion, 307lh Infinttry Regiment 

Commandin}; Officer Maj John W. Ixivell (To 3A) 

Maj Joseph W. Hanna (From 
3A) 

Maj John W. Lovell (From 
(iA) 

Executive Officer Maj Jo.seph W. Hanna (To 

3A) 

Maj Joseph W. Hanna (From 
(JA) 

S-3 (’apt Boyce B. Burley, Jr. 

771 I 1 Injantry Dirisioii Artillery 

Commandin); General. BrigGeii Isaac Sjmldin); 

Executive Officer Col Royal L. Gervais 

S-3 LtCol Clmr.les L. Davis 

30.'ith Field Artillery Butlalion 

CommandiiiK (Jfticer LtCol Elliert 1‘. Tuttle 

Exe<-utive Officer Maj Daniel A. SImefer 

S-3 Maj Lloyd D. Up.slmw 


Commandin}; Officer LtCol Edward It. Leever 

Executive Officer Maj Joe M. Dietxel 

S-3 Maj Stanford I. Hoff 

3l)Glh Field Artillery Battalion 

Commandin}; Officer LtCol Jack.son 1*. Serfas 

Executive Officer Maj Charlie F. Talhot 

S-3 Maj William P. Shelley, Jr. 

9D2d Field Artillery Battalion 

Couimandim; Officer LtC’ol I.^'o B. Burkett 

Executive Officer Maj Eu};ene It. Smyth 

S-3 Maj Itohert E. Hand 

70lith Tank Battalion 

Commandin}; Offi<-er LK'ol Charles W. Stokes 

Executive Offii'er Maj John II. Ki'llett 

S-3 Maj Byron M. Olson 

132d Engineer Combat Battalion 

Commandin}; Officer LtCol Richard G. Morossy 

Executive Officer -Maj William H. Hardin 

S-3 Capt Henry J. Moses 

233d Engineer Combat Battalion 

Commandin}; Officer JIaj Orlaii A. Johnson 

Executive Officer Capt William D. Long, Jr. 

S-3 Capt Richard S. Stevick 

2-i2d Engineer Combat Battalion 

Commandin}; Officer Maj Perry E. Borchers, Jr. 

Executive Officer Capt Charles R. Goo};e 

S-3 Capt Sherwood A. Sutton 

7llt Antiaireraft (Automatic Weayonu) Battalion 

Commandin}; Officer LtCol Itohert F. Muriihy 

E.xecutive Officer Maj William It. Bo};ue 

S-3 .Maj Thomas E. Steere, Jr. 

ISLAND COM.MAND 

Commandin;; General.. .MajGen Henry L. Larsen 

(.’hief of Staff Col Itohert Blake 

A-1 Col Lee N. Vtx 

A-‘J Col Francis 11. Brink 

A-3 Cid Benjamin W. Atkinson 

(To SA) 

LtCol Shelton C. Zero (From 
9A) 

A— 1 Col James A. Mix.son 

A-5 Col Charles L. Murray 
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Ixl I’rovixiintnl Itauf llciiihiiiiirlrni Itdllnlion 

Coninmndin}; Otlici'C LtCol Vidor A. Hiirnifo 

Hq Co ICinorsoii S. Clark, ,Ir. 

MI* Co ('ai)l I’aiil J. Swaiiz 

r>tli Field l)ei)ol 

Conimaiuliti}; Officer lACol Waller A. Cluireliill 

Kxecutive Offieor LtCol Tatriek .1. Maltidiii, .Ir. 

Operations Officer Maj .lolin W. Aliiai 

Marine Air llroiip 21 

Coamiandiiift Officer Col Peter F. Sclirider 

executive Officer LiCoI James A. Itootli, Jr. 

Operations Odicer LtCol Robert W. Clark 

Hq S(| Ma.i Robert F. Ilijjley 

Ser Sq Maj Charletoii H. Ivey 

AWS-2 (’apt Georfte T. C. Fry 

VMF-2K5 Maj Jobn Fittin«. Jr. 

VMF-217 .Maj Max R. Read. Jr. 


VMF-22.-1 LICol James A. lOmliry, .Ir. 

VMF(N)-.“>;i-I Maj Ro.ss ft. Micke.v 

VMO-1 Maj (iordoii W. llerltaKe 

IJim I! Adranee Naval Itase 

Commamliim Officer ('apt Adolpb K. Recker, Jr. 

executive Officer Cdr David II. Hammer 

(I) VKD) 

mil Naval Cotiitiriielioii llrii/ade 

Commamliim Officer ('apt William (>. Hiltablddle, 

Jr. ((^eC) 

Executive Officer Cdr ilenry (1. Ciark (CEC) 

11-3 <’<lr Henry (!. (dark (CeC) 

2(itb N(,' Red Cdr Km B. Cavallo (CEC) 

27tb NC Red Cdr Robert W. Denbo tCE<!) 

2Stb NC Regt Cdr William H. Filzd'i’lil 

(l'-V(S)) 
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THE RECAPTURE OF GUAM 



APPENDIX V 


United States Ships 
Participating in the 
Guam Operation' 


KEY TO snil’ DESIGNATIONS 


AGC — Aini>hibious Force Flagship 

AGS — SiirveyiiiR Ship 

AH — Hospital Ship 

AK — Cargo Ship, Auxiliary 

AKA — Cargo Ship, Attack 

AM — Mine Sweeper 

AN — Net Laying Ship 

AO — Fuel Oil Tanker 

AT — TransiJort 

APA — Transiiort, Attack 

A Pc — Coastal Transport (small) 

APD — Transport (high speed) 

ARD — Auxiliary Repair Dock (Floating Drydock) 

ARL — Repair Ship, Landing Craft 

ARS — Salvage Vessel 

ATF — Ocean Tug, Fleet 

BB — Battleship 

CA — Heavy Cruiser 

• Vessels awarded the Presidential L'nit Citation for service 
liicliidinB the Ouam campaign. 


CL — Light Cruiser 

CM — Mine Layer 

CV — Aircraft Carrier 

CVE — Aircraft Carrier, Escort 

eVL — Aircraft Carrier, Small 

DD — Destroyer 

DE — Destroyer Escort 

DMS — Mine Sweeiier (converted DD) 

IX — Miscellaneous Unclassified 
LCI(G) — Landing Craft, Infantry Gunboat 
LCT(G) — Landing Craft, Tank (Mark VI) 

LSD — Landing Ship, Dock 

LST — Landing Shii), Tank 

PC — Patrol Vessel, Submarine Chaser (173') 

PCS — Patrol Vessel, Submarine Chaser (ISC') 

SC — Submarine Chaser (110') 

SS — Submarine 

Y.MS — .Motor Mine Sweeper 

•• Vessels awarded the Navy Unit Commendation for service includ- 
ing the Guam eampaign. 


KATTI-E.SIIIPS 

Alahnmn (ItB-GO) 
Ciili/onita (Bit— 44) 

• i'olonuto (BB— 45) 

- Idaho (BB-42) 

Iniliaiia (BB-58) 
luiru (BB-fil) 

New Jemcii (BIt-62) 

• New Mexico (BB-40) 

• l^entiatflvaniu (BB-.'t8)** 
e Tennenaec (BB-43)** 

WaahingloH (BB-DO) 

C.MtItIUBS 

Anxia (CVE-57)»* 
Jlelleaii Wood (CVI./-24) 
Hanker I/ill (CV-17)* 


dalmt (CVI.,-28)* 
Chenango (C'VM-28) •• 
Corregidor (CVE-5.S) 
Eaiiex (CV-0)* 

Franklin (CV-13) 
Oambirr Hag (CVB-73) 
Hornet (CV-12)* 
Kalinin Hay (CVE-C8) 
Kilkun Hay (CVE-7I) 
Kwajalrin (CVK-'.I8) 
Langley (CVb-27)** 
Lexington (CV-1C>)* 
Midway (t'VE-(!3) 
Monterey (t'VI--2(l) 
Nehenta Hay ((2Vl'l-74) 
Princeton (CVI.,-23) 
Hanganion (CVK-2(t)* 


Hon Jacinto (CV1--30)* 
Santee (CVE-2!)) 

Ilnsp (CV-1S)»» 
Yorktown (CV-10)» 

CUtTSERS 

Hiloxl (CI.r-80) 

• Hirmingham (CIy-02) 
Hoeton (CA-4i!l) 
Canberra (CA-70) 

• Cleveland (CI--55) 
Denver (CI..-08) 

• Jlonolaln (C'1,-48) 
t lloaeton (CL-81) 

• Indianapolh (CA-3.5) 

• Louisville (CA-2S) 
Miami (('I/-80) 


• Minneapolis (CA-3fi) 
Mobile (CT^OS) 

• Montpelier (CI/-57) 

• New Orleans (CA-32) 

• Oakland (CI^95) 

Keno (CB-!)0) 

► St. Louis (CIj-4il) 

San Diego (CI^53) 

• San Francisco (CA-3.8) 
San Juan (CI.-54) 
Santa Fc (CTj-OO) 
Vincennes (CI--ti4) 

< IViehila (CA-43) 

DESTROYERS 
Abbott (ni)-020) 

Aeree (DE-l(i7) 


'Compiled from NavPers 15,790 (Revised), Decorations, Medals, Ribbons, and Radges of the United Stales 
Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard The period of entitlement to the battle participation star on 

the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon is 12.Iul44-loAug44. 
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Aitihmiy (I>n 515) 

Aultck (ni)-5n!t) 

VhiiilcH F. AUHbiirnc 
(ni>-570) 

Alllirin (ni)-555) 

Itnulri/ (I»D-3S0) 

Kimtiunt (I>K-7.‘ll)) 
llarun (l)I!-10«) 

Itrll (Ul) 5H7) 

Uenham (I>I> 75(1) 
itvmii-tl (DI)-473) 

IlUwk (Un- nilti) 
llniHl (1)I> riH) 

Itffnl/oril (I»I)— 545) 
Ctanwcc K. Hroiiiion 
(ni)-OGS) 

Hruirn (ni)-54(i) 

IlHlIiiril (ni)-(mO) 
linrnx (I)I)-5S)S) 

Cahniiii (1)1'::-2(1()) 
Cttllnyhiiti (I)l>~792) 
Cayerton (liD-OSO) 

Vnpim (DU-550) 

CiiHC (DD-;)70) 

CaHKiii (DD-372) 
Charrctte (I)U-5S1) 
fHunnicy (UU-no7) 

Vloiien (DK-2R5) 
Vuyf/Hirill (UU-(>51) 
Colalion (U1)-()3H) 

Ciinticr (DD-5S2) 
Convvrae <DI)-5oO) 
Cuniriiy (DI4-507) 
('nnyngliiim (DD-371) 
CotUm (DU-BOO) 

Voiccll (DU-547) 
tUttvrn (UD-3H2) 

Dale (DU-353) 

DutthicU (UU-B50) 

Dririe (DB 2113) 

Dnetv (DD-34D) 

Dionne (UE-2B1) 

Doit eh (UD-B70) 

Dyson (DU-572) 
msele (DK-34) 

Dldcn (Di:-2«4) 

Dllel (DU-308) 

Dihen (DU-031) 

Deans (UD-552) 

Fail- (DK-35) 

FarenhoU (UU-491) 
Farrayiit (DD-3I.S) 
Flciniliy (UE-32) 

Franks (UD-554) 

Futlaiii (UD— 174) 

(lalliny (UU-B71) 

Orlillcy (UU-3SO) 

Uiiest (DD-472) 

Dagyiiid (DU-555) 

Dailey (DU-550) 

Dale (UU-042) 

Dnl/ord (DU-4S0) 

Paul Daintllon (DD-5!K1) 
Lewis Duiirock (UU-075) 
IDurison (DU-573) 

Dealy (UU-072) 

//c/iii (UD-3SS) 

John D. Dcntcy (DU-553) 
Uickox (DD-B73) 
mihcrt (DE-742) 

Hudson (UD— 475) 

Hall (UD-350) 

Hunt (UU-074) 

Ingersoll (UE-B52) 

InclH (DD-704) 
leard (DD-589) 


.tnliiistoii (UU-557) 

Kidd (DU 0(11) 

Kliaiiy (UU-053) 

[.ainoiis (UE-743) 

Liliiy (UU-309) 

Jjiiiisdoiriir (DU -ISO) 
tyiidiier (UU-4S7) 

Lrey (DK-102) 

Loiiyshiiie (UU- 559) 
MneDoiiniiyh ( UU-351 ) 
Miliilore (UlO 30) 

Miirsliall (UU (170) 

Miiiiiy (UU-(Ol) 

Mi-rnll (IIU-4im) 

MeCattu (UU-4SS) 
MrConnell (UK-103) 
MiDeriniit (UU-077) 
iti-aoinin (UU-C78) 

MrKee (UU 575) 

J/f\«(r (UU-079) 

Meade (DD-0()2) 

Meli’ln (UD-OSO) 

Merle {UU-091) 

Faiiiiiet F. Miles (UE 1S3) 
Miller (UD-535) 

MUehell (DE-43) 

Maiiayliiiii (UD-354) 
Maiissen (UD-70S) 

Miiyjord (U1V3S9) 

Murray (UU-570) 
O’Flalierly (UK-340) 
Oslerliaus (DE-I04) 

IlH-en (DU-530) 

Parks (UK-105) 

Pallerson (UU-392) 
Porlrrflrld (1)D-0S2) 
Fteylieii Poller (UD-538) 
Halsey Poireil (UU-OSO) 
Preston (Ul)-705) 

Pricliell (DD-501) 

Prinyle. (IlD-177) 

Feiishaw (DU-409) 
Kinyyold (DU-500) 
llohlnson (UU-502) 

John Fodyrrs (UU-574) 
Haiilley (UU-405) 

Felirueder (UU-501) 
Federsirom (UK-31) 
Srlfrldye (DU-357) 

Fhaw (UD-373) 

Siysher (UU-502) 

Syeuee (DU-512) 

Slanly (UU-47S) 

Fleiiiliel (UD-044) 

FIrrell (UU— 107) 

Fleveas (UD-479) 

Floekliain (UU-0K3) 

The Salllviins (1)11- 537) 
Nieeiirer (UK-ISO) 

Daeid II'. Taylor (UU 551) 
Terry (UD-513) 

Thatcher (UD-514) 

Tiiiyey (DU-539) 

Tisdale (UK-33) 

Wudsirarih (UU 510) 
Walker (UU-517) 

Waller (UU-100) 

Walerinan (UE-740) 
U'c«i!cr ( DK-74 1 ) 
Wedderliiiin (UK-0S4) 
ircKjtoH (DK-1S4) 

M'hlliiian (DK-24) 

Wileiaan (DK-22) 
Willliiiiisoil (UD-244) 
Wilson (UD-408) 

Yarnull (DU-541) 


MINK \ KSSKI.S 

I'uraran (AM-157) 
Haiuiltaii (UMS-IS) 
Hoynii (UM.S-O) 
Hoykins (UMS-I3) 
l.aiiy (UM8-12) 

Mollre (A.M-102) 
Palmer (U.MS-5) 

Perry (U.M8-17) 
Sheldrake (A.M-02) 
Skylark (A.M-03) 

Syear (A.M-322) 

Slaiishiiry (U.MS-S) 

Slarliiiy (AM- lit) 

Terror (CM-5) 

YMS-130 

y MS-1 51 

Y.MS-IS4 

Y.M.S-105 

Y.MS-210 

YMS- 2.17 

Y.MS-241 

Y. MS-2 12 

Y. MS-200 

Y.MS-200 

Y.MS-270 

Y.MS-272 

Y.MS-2S1 

Y.MS-291 

YMS-202 

Y.MS- 205 

Y.MS-200 

Y.MS-302 

Y, MS-3 17 

Y. MS-32 1 

Y.MS-322 

YMS-323 

Y.MS-300 

yuiiic (U.MS— 14) 

I'ATKUI, \ KSSKI.S 

PC-549 
l‘C-555 
PC-5S1 
PC-1079 
PC- 1 (ISO 
PC- 11 25 
PC- 1120 
PC- 11 27 
PC- 1130 
PCS- 1300 
I'CS 1457 
SC 504 
SC-521 
SC-007 
SC-724 
SC- 727 
SC-1052 
SC-1273 
SC- 1319 
SC-1325 
SC- 1 320 
SC-132S 

srilMAKIXB 

Tueyoii (SS-175) 

Kl.KKT AttXlMAltlKS 

Ayeiior (.MlIy-3) 

Aloe (AN-O) 

Ayiirhe (ATK-07) 

AllU-10 

AllU-17 

Aslahiilil (AO-51) 
Itoiinlljiil (.\II-9) 


Caelie (AO 07) 
rahaha (AO S2) 

I'alieiite (AO 53) 
rhowunoe (ATK 100) 
Vimurron (AO 22) 

I'ily of Dalharl (l.X 1.70) 
Com-rtOi' ItarKr 1321 
Ciinrri‘t<‘ Iliii'Ki' 1324 
F.naree (AO-00) 

Oruyiile (AUS-7) 

(luudaliiyr (AO 32) 

Holly (AN-10) 

It ydrayrayher ( .\( iS-2 ) 
Kaskuskla (AO-27) 
Keiineliayo (.\o-Sl) 
Larkuiriinua (AO 10) 
l.iyaii (ATK-S5) 

Maiialer (AO 5S) 

Marias (AO-57) 

Maseaiiia (AO-S3) 
Moiioiiyahela (AO— 12) 
Keosho (AO -IS) 

Xeshaiilr (AO-71) 
Oirklairaha (AO SI) 

Pakana (ATK-IOS) 
Paiilii.rriit (.\0-44) 

Peeos (AO (15) 

Peiiiiaal (.Motnr Slil|i) 

Plane (AO 24) 

Sahhic (AO-25) 

Saiiiarllaii (All- 10) 
Saayalack (AO 75) 
Sehiiylklll (AO-70) 

Seller (.\0-s7) 

Solaee (AlI-5) 

Tallulah (AO-50) 
Tayyahaiiiioek ( A( )— 13) 
Tukrsla |,\TK-03) 
Toiiiiihairk (AO-S.s) 

Tayria (AN 50) 

Tyyhoon (l.\-145) 
y.aiil (ATI’ 05) 

TKANSPOKTS AND 
CAKOO VKSSKI.S 

Aleyaae (AK.V-7)** 

A Ikes (Alv-llO) 

Ahnaaek (APA-10) 

Alyiae (AI'A-02l** 

Atshaiii (.\KA-55) 

APc-10 

Ayyalaehian (.UJC-1) 
Aei/iiarliis (AKA-IO) 

Aril (.\K-130) 

ll'l(»«»i P. Itiddle (APA-S) 

Jtnlirae (APA-34) 

WIIHani H ard Hiirroirs 
(AP 0) 

(■'eiilaiiriis (AKA 17) 
I'leiasoii (.\PA 31) 
fleorye Clyiner (AI'.\-27) 
Comet (AP 10(1) 

Cor ('ll roll (.\K 01 ) 

Creseenl rlly |AI'.V-21)‘» 
easier (APA-40) 

Deyiasse (.11'- 101) 

Diekeisoii (API) 21) 

Doyen (A P.1-1) 

Draea (Alv-79) 

Da Piiye (APA-41) 

Kliiiore (APA-42) 

Fayetle (APA- 13) 

Frland (.lPA-11) 

Frederiek Faiistoii (APA-SO) 
Uoldeii City (AP-lOO) 
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Kane (A1’I)-18) 

I.amar (Al’A— 47) 

I lari'll Lee (AI’A-10) 
l.ccilstoirn (AI’A-SO) 

Uhra (AKA-12)** 
Monrovia (AI'A-31)** 

-Von (AI'D-34) 

Ormabii (APA— )!)) 
I’ri'Hiilrnt Ailama 
(APA-11))** 
l‘rcniilcnt II aura 
(Al>A-20)** 

Prcahlrnt Jackaon 
(APA-18)** 
l‘rraiilrnt Monroe 
(APA-104) 

l‘rcaitlenl Polk (APA-103) 
Hixeii (APII-3) 

Hherhlan (APA-r.l) 
Slarliffht (Al*— 175) 
Sterope (AK~3(!) 
ritania (AKA-13)** 

Vega (AK-17) 

Virgo (AKA-20) 

Warhawk (AP-lfiS) 
Warren (APA-53) 
irnfcr* (APD-8) 
ll’n;/«e (Al’A-54) 

Wharton (AP-7) 

Windaor (Al*A-55) 


Xeilin (APA-3)** 

U’I(G)-471 

LST-21!) 


LCKO— 172 

LST-220 

LANDING SHIPS 

LCI(G)-473 

LST-221 

AND CKAI'T 

LCI(G)-474 

LST-227 


LCI(G)-475 

LST-24 1 

Carter Hall (LSD-3) 

LCT((i)-n02 

LST-243 

Kpping Forrrat (LSD-4) 

L(.’T((i)-!>04 

LST-24 4 

Onnaton Hail (LSI>-5) 

L(T(<l)-n(ir. 

LST-24 7 

L('I(G)-345** 

LCT(G)-nr>G 

LST-2(>n 

LCI(G)-34(i*‘ 

L('T(G)-0GS 

LST-270 

L<'I(G)-348*» 

LC'r(G)-I)S2 

LST-27G 

LCI(G)-3(!5** 

LCT(G)-089 

LST-334 

L('l(G)-3(iC** 

L<’T(G)-!)(>5 

LST-341 

L<'I(G)-437*» 

LCT(G)-]05i) 

LST-343 

LCI(G)-43S*» 

LGT(G)-1061 

LST-3G8 

I.CI(G)-43!I** 

LCT(G)-10G2 

I.ST-3G9 

LCI(G)-440*» 

LST-24 

LST-44G 

LCI(G)-441»* 

I-ST-20 

LST-447 

LGI(G)-442*» 

LST-3S 

LST-449 

LCI(G)-44n*» 

LST-41 

LST-47C 

LCI(G)-450** 

LCI(G)-451** 

LST-70 

I.ST-477 

LCI((i)-455** 

LST-71 

LST-478 

I.CI(G)-457** 

I-ST-78 

LST-479 

LC'I(G)-4(i4 

LST-117 

LST-481 

Lri(G)-4(>5 

LST-1 18 

LST-482 

L(’I(G)-40C 

LST-122 

LST-488 

L('I(G)-4«7 

LST-123 

I-ST-G84 

LCI(G)-468 

LST-125 

LST-731 

LCI(G)-4G9 

LST-207 

LST-98G 


192 


THE RECAPTURE OF GUAM 


APPENDIX VI 



Southern Troops 
and Landing Force, 
Order of Battle for Guam' 


PORCnC TUOOI'S— Miijor Gciu'i iil Hoy S. G.-i«or 
Hoiidquartors uml Sorvico I’aUiiUon, III Amiihiliioiis 
Corps (loss (letuclmu'iils) 

Si{!lial Rattulion, III Amphibious Corps (less ile- 
tiK'hiuents) 

‘Itli Miiriiio Amnninitioii Compiuiy 
Detiii-hmoiit, Argus 17 (Shore-based Fighter Di- 
rector Cult) 

Detachment, Marine Air Warning Sqnaiiron-2 
Detachment, 75Gtli Air Warning Company (Army) 
Cummnnication Unit 41 (Xavy) 

III AMl’lIimoUS CORl’S AKTILLEKY— llrigadler 
General I’edro A. del Valle 
Headquarters and Headquarters and Service Hat- 
tery. 111 -Vmphibions Corps Artillery 
1st 150111111 Howitzer Ilnttalioii (less lUittery C at- 
tached to Brigade -\rtillery Group on landing) 

2d lijomin Howitzer Battnlion 
7th 1.55nim Gun Batlalion 

MD MAUIXK DIVISION (Keintorced)— Major Gen- 
eral Alan H. Tnrnage 

a. !)Ui Combat Team 
01 h Marines 

1st Battalion (less Companies B and C), lOlb 
Marines (Engineers) 

Company D, lOtb Marines (l‘ione<*rs> 

Company G, 2.5th Naval Const ruel ion Battalion 
(plus detachnienl. Headquarters Company) 

3d Tank Battalion (less Companies B and C) 
Reconnaissance Company (less 2 platoons), 3d 
Headquarters Battalion 

1st Messenger Dog Si-etion (less 1 squad), 2d War 
Dog Platiam 


‘Order of Battle information was taken from task 
organization appendices of the operation iilans of units 
assigned to STEP and shows only those units assigned 
at the time of the landing. 


1st Scout Dog Section (less 1 squad), 3d War Dog 
IMatooii 

(.'ompaiiy A, 3d Motor 'rrausporl Battalion 
Company A, 3d iMedical Battalion 
1st Band Section 

Delachment, 3d Joint Assault Signal Cmupany 

b. 21st Combat Team 
2 1st Marines 

Conii«iny B, lilth Marines ( Engineers i 
2d Battalion (less (5mipaiiies D and Fl. lilth 
Marines (Pioneers) 

Company II. 2.5tb Naval Cons! ruction Batlalion 
(plus detaciiinent. Headquarters Comiiaiiy) 

1st and 2d Platoons, Company B, 3d 'I'ank Battalion 
2d Platoon, Reconnaissance Company, 3d Head- 
quarters Battalion 

2d Messenger Dog Seel ion (less 1 squad), 2d War 
Dog Platoon 

2d Scout Dog Section (less 1 squad), 3d War Dog 
Platoon 

(‘ompany B, ,3d Motor 'rrans]iort Battalion 
Company B, 3d Mtalical Ballallon 
2d Band Section 

Detachment, 3d .hunt .V.ss.aull Signal Company 

c. 3d Combat Team 
3d Slarines 

Company C, lilth Marim>s (Engineers) 

Conqiany F, lilth Marines (Pioiu'crs) 

2.5lb Naval Construction Baltalion ( le.ss Companies 
G and II and 2 detachimuits, Ileaibpnirters Com- 
pany) 

Company C, 3d Tank Battalion 
3<l Messenger Dog Section (less 1 squad). 2d War 
Dog Platoon 

3d Scout Dog .Section (le.ss 1 sip(ad), 3d War Dog 
Plaloon 

Company C, 3d Motor Transport Battalion 
Company C, 3d .Medical Batlalion 
3d Band S(>clion 

Delachment, 3d Joint .Vs.sault Signal Company 
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(1. UJlh Mariiu’s ( Ueinfm-ced ) 

12th Miirim-s 

14tli Dffi’iist' Biittalion (less iri.linni Senconst Ar- 
tillery firoup, 2 OOiiim batteries, 1 searehlight 
platoon, and detaohiiients, Headtpiarters and 
Servlee I’.nttery) 

Artillery Liaison Group, III Amphibious Corps 

e. 1st Armored Auiphihiau Itattalion (less Companies 
A and H) 

f. 2d Ainphibian Traetor ISattalion (lleinforced) 

g. .Motor Transport Katlalion (less (’ompany C), III 
.\inphil)ious Corps (DUKW’s) 

h. Reserve Group 

2d Headquarters Battalion [less 2 Hand Sections 
and 3d Reconnaissance C(tnipany (less 4th Pla- 
t(Min) ] 

Company B (less 2 platoons), 3d Tank Battalion 
2d War Dog Platoon (less (5 squads) 

3d War Dog Platoon (le.ss G squads) 

3d .Toint Assault Signal Company (less detach- 
ments) 

Detachment, Signal Battalion, HI Amphibious 
Coiqis 

i. Engineer Group 

l!)th Alarines (less 1st and 2d Battalions) 

2d Separate Engineer Battalion 
Company B, 2d SiH'cial Xaval Construction Bat- 
talion 

Garrison Bench Part.v 

j. Service Group 

2<l Service Battalion (less detachments) 

3d .Medical Battalion ( less Comiianies A, B, and 
C) 

3d Motor Transport Battalion (less Companies A, 
B, and C) 

Detachment, Service Group, ath Field Depot 
2d .Marine Ammunition Comiiany (less 4th Pla- 
toon ) 

1ST PROVISIOXAL MARI.XE BRIGADE (Rein- 
forced) — Brigadier General Lemuel C. Sheitherd, 
,Tr. 

a. Brigade Troops 

IIead<|uartcrs anil Headquarters Compan.v, 1st 
Provisional Marine Brigade 
Alilitary Police Compan.v (less 1st and 2d Pla- 
toons), 1st Provisional Marine Brigade 
Signal Company (less detachments), 1st Provi- 
sional Marine Brigade 

b. 4th Combat Team 
4th Marines 

Tank Cotnpany, 4th Marines 
Engineer Company, 4th Marines 
Pioneer (’ompany, 4th Marines 
Medical Company, 4th Marines 
Alotor Tratisport Comimny, 4th Alarines 
Reconnais.sance Platoon, 4th Alarines 
Ordnance Platoon, 4th Mtirines 
Service and .Supply Platoon, 4th Marines 
1st Platoon, Alllitar.v Police Company, 1st Pro- 
visional Alarino Brigade 


4th Platoon, 2d Marine Ammnnitioti Compiiny 
Detachment, Tith Field Diqiot 
1st War Dog Platoon 

1st Joint Assault Signal Party, Signal Company, 
1st Provisional Marine Brigade 

c. 22d Combat Team 
22d Alarines 

Tank Company, 22d Marines 
Pioneer Compan.v, 22d Marines 
Engineer Comimny, 22d Marines 
Medical Compan.v, 22d Marines 
Motor Transport Company, 22d Marines 
Reconnaistsance Platoon, 22d Marines 
Ordnance Platoon, 22d Marines 
Service tiud Suppl.v Platoiai, 22d Alarines 
Band Section, 22d Marines 

2d Platoon, .Military Police Compan.v. 1st Pro- 
visional Alarine Brigade 
1st Provisional Replacement Company 
Detachment, Gth Field Depot 
Construction Battalion Alaintenance Unit .'515 
(Navy) 

2d Joint Assault Signal Party, Signal Compan.v, 
1st Provisional Alarine Brigade 

d. Companies A and B, 1st Armored .Vmphibian 

Battalion 

e. Amphibian Tractor Group 

4th Amphibian Tractor Battalion ( Reinforced ) 
Compan.v C, Alotor Tran.sport Battalion, III Am- 
phibious Corps (Dl’KW’s) 

f. Artillery Group 

Artillery Headquarters Detachment, 1st Provi- 
sional .Marine Brigade 
75nim Pack Howitzer Itattalion. 4tb Alarines 
75mm Pack Howitzer Battalion. 22d Alarines 
305th Field Artillery Battalion (attached on land- 
ing) 

Battery C, 1st 155mm Howitzer Battalion (at- 
tached on landing) 

g. ,305th Combat Team (USA) 

,305th Infantry 

305th Field .\rtillery Battalion (detached on land- 
ing) 

Battery A, 7th Antiaircraft Artillery (Automatic 
Weapons) Battalion (detached on landing) 
Company C, 70Cth Tank Battalion (le.ss 1 platoon) 
242d Engineer Combat Battalion 
Company A, 302d Engineer Combat Battalion 
Compan.v A and 1 platoon, Compan.v D, 302d Medi- 
cal Battalion 

1 platoon, Compan.v A, 88th Chemical Battalion 
Detachment, 77th .Signal Compan.v 
Detachment, 777th Ordnance Compan.v 
Detachment, 2!i2d Joint A.s.sault Signal (’ompany 
Detachment. Pri.soner of War Interrogation Team 

h. Antiaircraft Group 

9th Defen.se Battalion (less 1.55mm Scacoast Ar- 
tillery Group, 90mm Antiaircraft Group, and de- 
tachments. Headquarters and Service Battery) 
Battery A. 7th Antiaircraft Artillery (Automatic 
Weapons) Battalion (attached on landing) 
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i. r>M(l NnvnI Const nK-ti<in Itiitliilioii 

j. Modlfiil Ballnlioii, 111 AinplilliioUs Corps (Uo- 
inforci'(l) 

77TH IN’ KANTUY DIVISION (Uoinfoiwcl) (CSA) — 
Major G(‘iu*nil Amlrow I). Briioo 

a. Division Troops 

Headquarlors, 77lh Inranir.v Division 
Special Troops 

Ilcadipiarters Company, 77th Infantry Division 
Military I’oiicn Tlatoon, 77th Infantry Division 
777th Ordnance Ccmiiwny (Li^rht Jlaintcnancc) 
(less detachments) 

77lh Qnarlcrinaster Company 

77th Signal Company (less detachments) 

77lh Infantry Division Band 
77th Reconnaissance Troop 
Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 77th In- 
fantry Division Artillery 
300th Field Artillery Battalion 
302d EiiKineer Comhat Battalion (less Com|>anies 
A, B, and C) 

302d Medical Battalion (less Companies A, B, C, 
and 1 platoon, Company D) 

3l!th Field Hospital (less 2 platoons) 
il5th I’ortahle Sursical Hospital 
Company A (less 1 platoon), SSth Cliemical Bat- 
talion 

t)2d Bomh Disposal Squad 

2!)2d Joint Assault Signal Company (less detach- 
ments) 

7th Antiaircraft Artillery (.\ulomntic Weapons) 
Battalion (less Companies A, It, and C (less 1 
platoon) ] 

4(Mth Ordnance Company (Medium Maintenance) 
I’risoncr of War Interrogation Team (less detiich- 
ments) 

Detachment, Counter Intelligence Corps 
Joint Intelligence Center, Pacifle Ocean Areas 
Team 

Signal Photo .Sections 1 and 2 

b. 3(>iith Combat Team 
30t!th Inf.'tntry 

304th Field Artillery Battalion 

Comptiny B, 302d Engineer Comliat Battalion 


132(1 Engineer Coinlial Battalion 
Detachnnmt, 2t)2d .loint Assault Signal Company 
Company B. 302d Medical Battalion 
Battery B. 7th Antiaircraft Artillery lAnloinatic 
WeaiHUis) Battalioti 
Dela(4imeiit, 77th Signal Company 
Detachment. 777th Ordnance ('ompany 
Conqxtny B, 7lK!th Tank Battalion 
1st Platoon, 3(>th Field Hospital 

c. 307th Comhat Team 
307th Infantry 

002(1 Field Artillery Battalion 
Company C, 302d Engineer Comhat Battalion 
2;t3(l Engineer Comhat Battalion 
D(‘tachnient, 202(1 Joint Assault .Signal (Jomimny 
Company C, 3()2d Medical Battalion 
Battery C, 7th Antiaircraft Artillery (Auto- 
matic Weaisnis) Battalion 
Company A, 700th Tank Battalion 
Detiichnn'iit, 77th Signal Company 
Delaclinient, 777lh OrdnaiUM- Company 
2(1 Pliitoon, 3(ith Field Hospital 

GARRISON FOItCE (when released hy Southern 
Trtsips and Landing Force) — Major (jeneral Henry 
C. Larsen 

1st Provisional Base H(‘ad(|narters Biittulion 
3d Marine Division (Reinforced) 

14th Defen.se Battalion (less detachments) 

0th Defense Battali(vn (less detachments) 

2d Special Engineer Battalion 
2,'ith Naval Construction Battalion 
f)3d Naval Construction Battalion 
Company B, 2d Si>eclal Naval Construction Bat- 
talion 

Communication Unit 41 
5th Field Depot 

DetachnuMil, 5th Naval Construction Brigade 
Detachnnmt, Marine Air Group 21 
Detachment, Lion 0 Advance Naval Base 
Detachment, Argus 17 

D(‘tachm(>nt, Marine Air Wtirning S(pni(lron 2 
Detacliment, 74(ith Air Warning Company 
-Vrmy defense troops 
Other units as assigned. 
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APPENDIX VII 


Japanese Order of Battle 
on Guam 

ESTIMATED STRENGTH AS OF 21 JULY 1944» 


AUMY TNITR 

Forward Echelon, ISth Infantrii Division — Capt 
Iki. Advance detachment from most units of 
the division. Since the i.Sth Div never reached 
Guam, the troops w(>re probably attached to 20tli 
Div liead(iiiarters anils and may possibly be in- 
cluded in totals below 200 

Southern Marianets Group and 20th Infantry 
Division Headquarters — LtGen Takaslilna. 
Takashina's command included Guam and Itota 
plus Tinian after tlie fall of Saipan. LtGen 
Obata, 31st Army Commander, was pre.sent on 
the island but did not take over actual control 
of the defense until after Takasliina’s deatli — 220 

20th Division Sif/nal Unit — Capt Suda. Under- 
streiiKth, like nnist division headquarters units 
as some men were lost in the sinkim; of the IStli 
ItoKt transport and otliers were witli the noth 
ItcKt on Tinian which was oriKinnlly part of tlie 


division 180 

20 Division Ordnance Unit — LI Kaniei ■!.■) 

20th Division Intendanee Unit — LtCoI Mitzutani. 

This unit Imndled finance and quartermaster 
activity and may Imve acted as the control 

ajrency for conscripted civilian labor 133 

'20th Division Transport Unit — Lt Mori 07 

20lh Division Field. Hospital — LtCol Morimoto 200 

2>ilh Tank Company — Capt Sato. Assigned as 
division tank unit witli nine liKlit tanks, ei^ht 
tanks liaviiiK been lost in sinkin;^ of IStli Regt 

transport 117 

2C)!ith Independent Motor Transport Company — 

Lt Takeuchi. I’rohahly assiKiied to division 
headquarters 180 


’ Fluures shown are mainly from IIIAC Final Order 
of Battle, dtd 8 Auk 44. Any revisions and deletions 
imve been made in light of intelligence data available 
following the campaign. 


ISth Infantry Rcyiment (minus 1st Battalion) — 

Col Olm.shi. Unit lost almost of personnel 
and all heav.y equipment in submarine attack 
enroute to Saipan. After reorganization, liead- 
quarters and two battalions moved to Giiiim, 
leaving 1st Bn on Saipan and tank unit on 
Tinian. Eacli battalion laid fliree rifle eom- 
panies, a trench mortar coinpan.v, and a pionet'r 

unit 1, 300 

28lh Infantry Keyiment — Col Suenaga. Regi- 


mental headquarters, signal, medical, in- 
tendance, transport, and engineer units. Three 
infantry lialtalions, each witli three rifle com- 
panies, an Infantry gun company, and a ma- 
chine-gun company. One mountain artillery 

battalion with four companies 2, .S94 

Independent Mi.red Ilriyadc Headquarters — 
MajGeu Sliigematsu. Originally the 11th Div 
Infantry Group Headquarters which came to 

Guam in tlie Otii E.\pedi I ionary Force 140 

.{8f/i IMlt Enyinecr Company — Capt .Miyake 1.S7 

.'iSth IMIS Medical Company — Capt Kitazawa Ifil 

1/81 h IMIS Siynal Company — I.t Kamakura 100 

.'i8th IMB Artillery Unit — CaptKato. Headipiar- 
ters ami three companies, formerly 3d Bn, 11th 
-MtArty Regt of tlie lltli Div 3(58 


310th Independent Infantry Battalion — Capt Mi- 
yanashi. Formed from tlie fourth rille company 
taken from the three infantry liattalions of tlie 
lltli Div wliicli came to Guam with the Olli Ex- 


peditionary Force 3ti0 

320th Independent Infantry Battalion — Capt 
Nakamura. Three rifle companies, an infantr.v 
gun company, and a machine-gun company, for- 
merly 3d Bn, 12th IiifRegt of the 11th Div 4S(1 

321st Independent Infantry Battalion — Cnjit Fii- 
rukawa. Three rifle companies, an Infantry gun 
conqiany, and a niachlne-gun company, formerly 
3d Bn, 43d Infltegt of tlie 11th Div 488 


196 


H2:i(l liitlrpniilnil I iifitiilrii Hiilliilitnl — .Miij lliiiii- 
mla. Throe rille eonipanios, an inranlry kmu 
r<im|ian,v. and a iaacliine-);nn ('(aaiiaiiy, I'oraierly 

1st Bn, -1-ah InfUoKt of the lllli l»iv rm 

loth I iKlvin'iulnil MiJ't'd Ilrj/iiiii'iit (minus Isl 
Battalion) — LICol Katnoka. l''orim’(l from the 
units of tlio 1st Div in tl )0 tidi Kxpeditioimry 
Korce. KoKiniental hpa(ii|nartors, eimdneer, ami 
siKnal oompanies. Two infantry battalions, 
eaeh with three ritle eomiuinies, an infantry Kun 
eouipany, and a niiiehine-cun eomiiany. An ar- 
tillery nnit with two eompanies. The 1st Bn 
with one artiliery company and an engineer pla- 


toon was on Kota l.tlBl 

ri2d Field Atilliiinmift Ilfittiilloii (mimis 1st and 
3d Companie.s) — Ltt’ol Ishil. Hcadipiartcrs and 
the 2d Company pins the AA nnit of the l.Stii 

InfRcKt 2.a0 

■iatli Independent Antinireraft Cow/iiini/ — As- 

siKiU'd to the "(2d FAA Bn lltt 

lut Coin/nni)/, Hlh Tank Reiiiment--IA Ko. 
Twelve to tifteen lit'ht tanks, n.ssifnied to 3sth 

KCT 122 

2d Conipiinii, 0th Tank Revimcnl—Lt Kimia^rai. 

Ton to eleven mediums and two t<( thret? light 

tanks, a.s.signed to 4,S(h l.MB 122 

2d- Cnnipnnii, 7th Independent Fnglnccr Uegi- 

ment 22.'i 

2d Coinpnnil, Kith flhippinfl Engineer Urgi- 

nient — Lt Osawa 20(1 

Delaehinent, liOlh Anehorage Ifeadiiiiarterii 30 


Total Army ’11,-10-1 


’The original C-2 figure for Army troops was 12,7-1-1. 
but it Ineliided several units that definitely were not 
present. Cor example, elenumts of the 11th AA Kegt 
and the .'lolli IndKngBn were identilied and given a 
tentative troop strengtli of (tot); however, the first uidt 
W'as reorganized into the "(2d CAA Bn in Manchuria 
and the seccaid into tlie 1(11 li Shi(glOngRegt in the 
IMiilippines. In addition, there is insidllerent (■vidence 
now to include f((ur ini.scellaneons units with a t((tul 
estimated strengtli of 720 that were carried on tlie 
original list. 


NAVY (iKoUNli UMTS 

5'ilh Xiiral Quard Co/cc— ('apt Sugimoto. Ilead- 
(luartcrs and 21 coast defense and antiaircraft 

units 2, .'KMl 

doth AnIinirerafI Defenxe Unit — l,t(.lg) M((clii- 

mitsu 2.71) 

217111 Cnnulrueliim Itallalion — (’apt Sugiinoto__ 1100 

JlSIh Ciinstrnelltm llallnlinn IKK) 

iMtid Heelanialion Unit — M<(Stly .laimnese civil- 
ian mal(‘s imprcs.sed f((r lalior and liglitly armed 
in tlie lal(‘r stages of tlie campaign 300 


'I’otal Navy (Iround 4,05!) 

NAVY AIK UNITS 

Hiiain llraneh. Sniilheiinl Area .Kc Depiil 100 

2(idd (II go) Air (I roup — Cdr Tamai. All air 
groups consisted of ground elements hastily or- 
ganized for airtlcld defen.se SOO 

.’i2lHl (Otari) Air Oranp — Cdr Kamal 4(H) 

7'>Htli (OenZan) Air Oranp — Cdr Kusumolo 700 


Total Navy Air ’2,000 

Total .Army ( roundi'd out ) 11, .500 

Tot.-d Navy Oround t rounded (dU ) 5, (KIO 

Total Navy Air (rounded out) 2,000 


(trami Total (rounded out I .500 


’(iriginal C-2 estimatt‘ of enemy air unit stnuigtii 
was OtKI; however, tlw' strengtli of the tlirce air groups 
in Alay 1044 is listed in CinCl'ac-Ciid’l’OA Translation 
No. 12..541 as 3,100. Since tlie onl.v casualties were to 
Hying personnel and tho.se killed in preinvaslou l(om- 
hardments and there is no evidence to indicate tliat any 
sul(slantial numlier <(f gi'ound crewmen were evacuati'd, 
a more rimsonalde estimate of group strengtli is in- 
cluded aliove. Of tlie original a.ssigned plane strength 
of .so liglitc'rs and .SO homhers. all were lost, either siiot 
down in doglights over Guam, demolished on the 
ground, or missing in liattlcs over Biak Island. 

‘Tile ligiires have been rounded out to avoid the a|t- 
liearance of exactness, since tlie slrengllis of many 
units ari" only (‘stimate.s. In view of the (Inal eni'my 
casualty tigiires on Guam this tlgiire is, if anything, u 
ininimtim estimate. 
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APPENDIX VIII 


Navy Unit Commendations 




The Secretary of the Navy 

WASHINGTON 

The Secretary of the Navy takes pleasure in commending the 
FIRST PROVISIONAI. MARINE BRIGADE 


for service as follows: 

“For outstanding heroism in action against enemy Japanese forces during the invasion 
of Guam, Marianas Islands, from July 21 to August 10, 1944. Functioning as a combat 
unit for the first tunc, the First Provisional Marine Brigade forced a landing against strong 
hostile defenses and well camouflaged positions, steadily advancing inland under the relent- 
less fury of the enemy’s heavy artillery, mortar and small arms fire to secure a firm beach- 
head by nightfall. Executing a difficult turning movement to the north, this daring and 
courageous unit fought its way ahead yard by yard through mangrove swamps, dense jungles 
and over cliffs and, although terrifically reduced in strength under the enemy’s fanaticjil 
counterattacks, hunted the Japanese in caves, pillboxes and foxholes and exterminated them. 
By their individual acts of gallantry and their indomitable fighting teamwork throughout 
this bitter and costly struggle, the men of the Firet Provisional Marine Brigade aided 
immeasurably in the restoration of Guam to our sovereignty.’’ 

ydJMxi fvj 

James Forrestal, 

Secretary of the Navy. 

All personnel serving in the First Provisional Marine Brigade, comprised of: Headquarters Com- 
pany; Brigade Signal Company; Brigade Military Police Company, 4th Marines, Reinforced; 
22nd Marines, Reinforced, Naval Construction Battalion Maintenance Unit 515; and 4th Platoon, 
2nd Marine Ammunition Company, during the above mentioned period arc hereby authorized to 
wear the NAVY UNIT COMMENDATION Ribbon 
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Thk Skckktaky of tiik Navv 


WASIIINOTON 

Till' Socrotory of the Navy takes pleasure in eoiumeiulinjf the 


T\\"ENTY-FIRST MARINES, REINFORCED, serving as the 'I 
TAL COMBAT TEAM, THIRD MARINE 


AVENTY-FI RS'r RECIMEN- 
DIVISION 


consisting of: the Twenty-First Marines; Company “B”, Nineteenth Marines (Coinlial 
Engineers); Company “B", Third Tank Battalion; Second Band Section, 

for service as follows: 


“For outstanding heroism in action against enemy Japanese forces during the assavdt, 
seizure and occupation of Guam, Marianas Islands, from July 21 to August 10, 1944. Landing 
as the center Regimental Comhat Team of the Division at Asan, the Twenty-Fii-st Marine 
Regiment, Reinforced, serving as the Twenty-First Regimental Comhat J'cam, swept rapidly 
over enemy beach defenses toward a strategic high ridge which alforded the enemy observation 
of the Division landing area and enabled him to deliver accurate mortar and artillery fire on the 
heai'hes. Under heavy mortar and small-arms fire as they stormed the two narrow defiles 
which constituted the only approach to the vertical clifi’s, these gallant Marines cstalilished 
two liridgeheads covering the defiles and, by midaftcinoon, had consolidated the Comhat 
Team’s position atop the cliffs, thus matwially reducing the volume and accuracy of hostile 
fire and facilitating estahlisluncnt of the Division artillery ashore anil the landing of su|)plies 
anti equipment. Halted by direct, short-range enfilade artillery fire from conunantling terrain 
in an adjacent zone, they held tenaciously to their vital position in the face of continucnis 
mortar fire by day, sharp nightly counterattacks and mounting casualties. Wlien the enemy 
launched a full-scale counterattack with his remaining organized forci's in the pre-dawn horn's 
of July 2G, wiping out one company of th(» Combat Team and penetrating the front lines, these 
officers and men waged a furious battle in the darkness; they annihilated a])pro.\imalely 
2,000 Japanese troops in front of and within their position; and, by their individual heroism 
anil gallant fighting spirit, ilealt a crushing blow to organized enemy resistance on Guam, 
thereby uiiholding the finest traditions of the United States Naval Service.’’ 


All iK'rsonnel attached to and serving with the Twenty-First Regimental Combat Team on Guam 
from July 21 to August 10, 1944, are authorized to wear the .NAV'Y UNIT COMMENDA'I'ION 
Ribbon. 
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The Secretary of the Navy 


WASHINGTON 


Tlic‘ Sooiplary of the Navy takes pleasure in eommending the 
TWELFTH MARINES, THIRD MARINE DIVISION 
for service as follows: 

“For outstanding lieroism in action iigainst enemy Japanese forces in the Empress Augusta 
Bay Beachhead, Bougainville, Solomon Islands, from November 1, 1943, to January 12, 1944; 
and in the invasion and seizure of Guam, Marianas, July 21 to August 10, 1944. Divided 
for landing into small elements dispersed over 5,000 yanls of Ijcach at Emjjress Augusta Bay, 
the TWELFTH Marines overcame perilous surf and beach conditions and an almost impene- 
trai)le wall of jungle and swampy terrain to land their pack howitzere, initial ammunition 
and equipment by hand, to occupy liring positions, emplace guns, set up all control facilities 
anil ilelivcr effective fire in support of the THIRD Marine Division beachhead by afternoon of 
D-Day. In action for 73 days while under continual Japanese air attacks, the TWELFTH 
Marinos aided in .smashing an enemy counterattack on November 7-8, silenced all hostile fire 
in the Battle of Cocoanut Grove on November 13, and delivered continuous effective fire in 
defense of the vital beachhead position. At Guam, they landed in the face of enemy mortar 
and artillery fire through treacherous surf and, despite e.xtreme difficulties of communication, 
supjdy and transport ation, and the nei'essity of shifting from one typo of fire to another, ren- 
dered valuable fire supiiort in night and day harassing fires, counterbattery fires and defensive 
barrages, incluiling the disruptiou of an organized counterattack by seven Japanese battalions 
on the night of July 26-27. By their individual heroic actions and their skilled teamwork, 
the officers and men of the TWELFTH Marines served with courage and distinction during 
the THIRD Marine Division’s missions to secure the Einprc.ss Augusta Bay Beachhead and 
to aid in the recapture of Guam, thereby enhancing the finest traditions of the United States 
Naval Service.” 


All iicisonnel attached to and serving with the TWELFTH Marines during these periods are 
hereby authorized to wear the NAVY UNIT COMMENDATION Ribbon. 


fvj 


Ja.mes Forkestal, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
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'I'hk Skchki’ahy of TitK Navy 


\VAHIIl\<iTON 


The Socrotary of llie Navy takes pleasure in eonimendiny the 
NINTH MARINE DEFENSE BATTAUON 


for service as follows: 

“For outstaiulinj' heroism in action against enemy .lapajiese forces at. Gmulalcanal, 
November 30, 1942, to Maj' 20, 1943; Remlovu-New Georgia Area, June 30 to November 7, 
1943; and at Guam, Marianas, July 21 to August 20, 1944. One of the first units of its kind 
to operate in the South Pacific Area, the NINTH Defense. Battalion established strong sea- 
coast and beach positions which destroyed 12 hostile planes at tempting to bomb Guadalcanal, 
and further engaged in extensive, patrolling activities. In a 21 -day-and-night training period 
prior to the Rendova-Ncw Georgia assaidt, this group calibrated and learned to handle new 
Wi-apons and readily effected the conversion from a seacoast unit to a unit c.a|)able of 
cuting field artillery missions. Joining Army Artillery units, special groups of this battalion 
aided in launching an attack which diovc the enemy from the beaches, dowiu'd 13 of a 10- 
bomber plane formation during the first night ashore and denied the use of the .\Iunda airlicld 
to tlie Japanese. The NINJ'H Defense Battalion aided in sp<‘arhcading the attack of tin' 
Army Corps operating on New Georgia and, despite heavy losses, remained in action until 
the enemy was routed from the island. Elements of the Battalion landcil at Guam under 
intense fire, established beach defenses, installed antiaircraft guns ami later, contiiluitetl to 
the rescue of civilians and to the capture or destruction of thousa?ids of Japanese. By tlieir 
skill, courage and aggres.sive fighting spiiit, the olliccrs and men of the NINTH Defense 
Battalion upheld the highest traditions of the United States Naval .S<u‘vii!c.” 

All pei-sonnel attached to and serving with the. NIN'l'M Defense Battalion during the above 
mentioned periods are authorized to wear the NAVY UNIT COMMENDA'ITON Ribbon. 
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The Sechetary of the Navy 


WASHINGTON 


The Secretary of tlie Navy takes jileasure in coinmending the 
III AMPHIBIOUS CORPS SIGNAL BATTALION 
for service as set forth in the following 
CITATION: 

“For extremely meritorious service in support of military operations, while attached to 
the I Marines Amphibious Corps during the amphibious assault on Bougainville, and attached 
to the III Amphibious Corps during operations at Guam, Palau and Okinawa, during the period 
from November 1, 1943, to June 21, 1945. The first American Signal Battalion to engage in 
amphihious landings in the Pacific Ocean Areas, the III Amphibious Corps Signal Battalion 
pioneered and developed techniques and procedures without benefit of established precedent, 
operating with limited and inadequate equipment, particularly in the earlier phase of these 
offensive actions, and pioviding its owm security while participating in jungle fighting, atoll 
invasions and occupation of large island masses. Becoming rapidly experienced in guerrilla 
warfare and the handling of swiftly changing situations, this valiant group of men successful!}'- 
surmounted the most dillicult conditions of terrain and weather as well as unfamiliar technical 
problems and, working tirelessly without consideration for safety, comfort or convenience, 
provided the Corps with uninterrupted ship-shore and bivouac communication service con 
tinuously throughout this period. This splendid record of achievement, made possible onl}' 
by the combined efforts, loyalty and courageous devotion to duty of each individual, was a 
decisive factor in the success of the hazardous Bougainville, Guam, Palau and Okinawa Cam- 
paigns and rellects the highest credit upon the III Amphibious Corps vSignal Battalion and 
the United States Naval Service.” 


All personnel attached to the III Amphibious Corps Signal Battalion who actuall}" participated 
in one or more of the Bougainville, Guam, Palau and Okinawa operations are hereby authorized to 
wear the NAVY UNIT COMMENDATION Ribbon. 


fvj 


James Foruestal, 
Secretary oj the Navy. 


202 


THE RECAPTURE OF GUAM 


Index 


Artnii', LiCnl K. D„ 50 

Adeliip I’oint, 5, 10, :!.S, -12—45, -15(i, -10, 05, 07 
Adiiiiniiries, 1, 17 
■Vc-riiil photoKrnpldc covcniKo, 2.'{, 2-1 
.V-friuiK' (iirlillery), 22», 111 

A>;ann, 3w, 0, 0»., 7. 7ii, 8, 14, 15, 15ii, 3:1, 40/i, 70, 80, 
121, 122, 122 h, 124, 125, 127, i:iO, 130, 142, 101, 104 
Afiana Ita.v, 3, 120 
Awinu BeaL'li, 142 
Afiaiia Ceiitr:d Plaza, 120 
Af;aMa-Pago Hay Road, 70, 122-124, 120, 131 
Agaiia Pumping Slatkm, 127 
Agaiia Road, 132, 133 
Agana swamp, 3 
Agana-Yigo coast road, 0 

Agat, 0, 8, 12, 10, 28, 3.3-.30, 47, 40, ,50, 55, 05, 05ji, 66, 
70, 87, 88, 05, 111, 120, 140, 102 
Agat Hay, 3, 12, 20a. 77, 140 
Agat Point, 20ii 
Agal-Snmay Hoad, 08, Oii, 00 
Agfayan Hay, 130 
Agrlcultund prodiict.s, 0 
Agnada Uivor, 75, 00 

Ainswortli, HAdm W. T,„ 14«, 127a; VAdm, 14a 
Air :iltaeks .8ce a/,w Air support, 

American, 2, 17. 25, 31, 3:4, :!3a, 40, 108, 100, 151 
.lapanese, 7, 8, 33, 33a 
Aircraft, 15, HI, 75, 01, 05a, lOC, 108 
Aircraft t.vpes 
B-25, i:40, 148 
H-20, 2, 10, 17, 104, 160 
Pigtiter,s, 37 

Jai>anese, 2, 30, 108, 131 
OV, 00, 05, 00 
P-47, i:t0, 148 
Torpedo i)ondiers, 37, 95 
Air deiivery, 140 

Airlieids, Ameri<-aii, 2. 0, Oa, 10, 14, 10, 22, .3,3, 03, 05, 
ms. 127, 120, 101, 103 100, ,SVc a/*o Dededo Air- 
striii; Orote Airlieid; Tiyan Airfleid, 

Alrliciiis, ,Iapanese, 7, 10, 12 


Air Forces 
Seveidli. i:40 
Twentieth. 104 
•lir groups, 28 

.Vii'])tane parts storage areas, 102 
,Vir s|iot, 47 

Air support, 2, 17, 20, 25, 27, 2.S, 31, 33, 34. .50. 00 , 02, 
02a, 0:i, (Ul, 08 74, 75. 77. 78. .80. SS, HO, Oi, 05. 0<i. 
00. 106, lOit. 123, 130, 142, i44, 14,8, 1,52. 154, 107, 
108. lOSa, 109. iS'cc (lino Air attacks. 

Altape, 1 

Akaslii, 8 

Aliibiv, 57 

Aiutom. !K), 120 

Aiiitom Island, 53 

.Vmbulance Jee|>s. 21. 118 

American airpower. 10.8 

Aininnnition, 12, -I'.l, .54. 04, 70. 70, 81. 89. 01. 00, HHl. 107, 

110, 111, 131, 137, 1.30a, 104, 108 
.Iapane.s<>. 108 

Ampidliian tractor. .S'cc .\mpldldan vehicles. 
.■Vmiddhian veldcles, 21. 22, 5,3, 115 

1)1:K\V, 22. 22a, 2tl. 20a, 28a, .37. 17, 72. 1 10, 111,1 15, 
118, i ll) 

LV’r, 22. 20. 28. 37. 38, :48a. 40. 4.3, 17. 48, 40. 51. 51a, 
5.3, 50. 57, 00. 01. 04, 72. 0.5, 110, 115, 110, 118, 142 
LVT (A). .37, 00. 03, 05. 05 
Amiiliildoiis Corps, I, l8a 
Arllllery, 2.5a 

Ampldliious Corps, III, 12, IS, ISa, 10, 20, 21a, 22-24, 
24a, 25-28, 28a, 20-31. 08, 72, 74, 88, 00, 10.5, 100. 

111, 120. 120a. 122-125, 127. 120, 137, 130. 140, M2, 
1-1.5, 1-18-151, 1.53a, 154, 155, 1.57, 1.58, 100a, 101, 
11)2. 104. St'C iilno illarin(> iinll.s. 

Artillery. IS, 10, 25, 25a, 20a, 28. 28a, :il, 04, 00. 07. 
70, 71. 7,8, 78a, 01. 100, 110, 112, 127, 1.37, 14:i, 14.8, 
154, 1.57, 10,8 
planning, 23 
Service Onmi), 22 


Aiuiibiblous Corps, V, 18, liU, 30, 127/f, ICO, 1U0«, lUl, 
Ki2 

Artillery, 00, 10!)/i 
Aini>bibiuu.s Gronp Tlireo, IS 

Aniiibibious TraiiiiiiR Coniniiind. Paclfie Fleet, IOSm 
A ime Isbiiid, 140 
Aimo, 148 

AncboniKes. 120. 8'ep nlxti Apra Harbor; Eiiiwetok; 

Kwajaleiu. 

AniKiia. 102 

Antiaircraft artiilery, 7, 107 
Antiboat tnin crew, :i~in 
Apache, 

Apliiifiton, Maj II. II. 23«, ;10«, 41, 44/», 02. 9Sa. 127n. 
12t)a 

Appalachian, 10, 20, 27. 20. 32. 33, 100 

Apra Harbor, 2-4, 0, 7, 19, 20n. 22. 08. 77, 78, 90, 94, 95a. 

120, l-TO. 101, 104 
Arinkneebt, Cdr II. P. (CEC), 25 
Armored amphibians. See Ampbibian vebicies. 

Army Air Forces, 2, 10 
Army Aviation Eiifnneer liattalion, 112. Itil 
Army Units, 12a, 17a. 25, 27. 32, 0.S, 70, 77, 09, 110, 131. 
133. 137, 141, 142, 149, 151, 1.52, 1.59 
T(‘utb Army, 108 
XXIV Corps Artillery, IS. l()9/t 
Infantry Division, 7tb, 20?i 
Infantry Division, 27th, 18 

Infantry Division, 77tb, IS. 20a. .31, 31a, .32, 35, 3S. 
58, 5Sn, 68, 09. 70, 72-74, 77, 9.3, 96, 99, 101, 103, 
Ut5. 112. li:!. 11.5. 120-123, 12.5. 120, 127a. 12S, 
129-131, 131a, 132, 133a, 1.3.5-137, 139, 141, 144, 145, 
147, 148, 150-1.52, 157. 1.58, 102, 104a. 108, lOSa 
Infantry Hefdmeiit. 305tb, 32, 32a, 38, 47, .50-.58, 05, 
00, 0.8-70, 73, 105, 123, 130, 131, 133, 135, 137, 147, 
147a. 148-151, 157 

Infantry Ueffiment, 30(!tb. 00, 70, 72, 73, 90, 123, 130- 
133. 135, 140, 144, 145, 147, 148-1.52, 157, 15.S. 102 
Infantry Regiment, 307tb, 70, 72-74, 87, 122, 123, 
120-1.30, 145, 147, 148, 14Sa, 149, 151, 152, 157 
Infiintry Ratlalimi, 1/305, .58, 0<i, 132, 135, 137, 145 
Infantry Uattalion. 1/300, 1.51, 1.58, 159, 102 
Infantry Uattalion, 1/307, 133, 134, 1.30 
Infantry Battalion, 2/305, 50, 57, 05, 00, 130, 137, 
145, 147 

Infantry Itattaiinn, 2/30fl, 130, 151 
Infantry Battalion, 2/307, 105, 135, 130, 1.30a 
Infantry Battalion, 3/305, 57, 00, 07, 122, 129, 130, 
135, 148, 157 

Infanti’y Battalion. .3/300, 72, 151, 102 
Infantry Battalion, 3/307, 97, 99, 122, 130, 133, 135, 
1.30, 130a, 137, 148, 149 
Field Artillery Battalion, 394tli, 135 
Field Artillery Battalion. 30.5th, 32, 50, 135 
Field Artillery B.-ittalion, 30(!th, 72 
Field Artillery Battalion. 902d, 12.3 
Engineer Combat Battalion, 132d, 11.3 
Engineer Combat Battalion, 2.33d, 113 
Engineer Combat Battalion, 242d, 113 

204 


rmy U n its — (Am tinned 

Engineer Combat Battalion, .302d. 113, 122, 129 
Antiaircraft Artillery (AW) Battalion, 7tb, 70, 111. 
140 

Tank Battidlou, 700tb, 132, 133, 148 
Recoiinai.ssance Troo]). 77tb, 10.5, 1-58 
Arnold, Oeueral Ilem-y H., 10, ICa 
Artillery 

Amerii'an employment, 11, 12, 22. 24, 24a, 2.5, 20, 20a, 
27, 31. 39. 47, 54-50, .58. 00, 02. 03. 07-70. 72, 74, 75, 
77, 78. 78a, .80, 82. S3, S5, SO, 88, S9, 91, 93. 90, 97, 101, 
102. 109, 111, 121-124, 120, 128, 133, 135-137, 139, 
143, 14.8, 149, 151, 152, 1.55, 157, Ki2, 108, 108a, 109 
Japanes(“ employmeid. 9a, 3.8. 43, 40, 48, 74, 75, 70a, 77, 
88, .89, 9.5, 98, 102, 1.31, 142-144 
Aanmu ilarii, 7a 
Asan, 120, 122a, 142 
Asau Beach, 14, 15, 33-30, 38, 79 
Asan Point, 38. 39, 79 
A.saii River, 40 -42, 75. 79, 103 
Asan Spring, 04 
Asan VAilley, 85 
Asia, 4 
Asinan, 130 

Asmnlh, I.tCol W. Jr.. .39 ; Col, 39a 
Atantano, 08, 09, 77 
Atkinson. Col 11. W., 101a 
Atomic, 100 

Attack Force Escort Carrier Croup, 35 
Anrthur, IstUt It. A., 40a 
•\yuja River. 05, 00 
.\r.imntli, 133 

Baker. Capt II. D., 30a 
Bangi Point, 12, 19. 20a, 47, 53, 06, 70 
Banzai cliarges. 79, 97, 170 
Barbed wire, 87 
Barges, Jattanese, 77, 78 
Barret, Lt H. II., USA. 1.30 
Barrigada, 12!l, 131-135, 137, 157 
Barrigada Well, 131. 13.3 
Bastian, Maj R. K. .Ir.. 02; I.tCol. 43?t 
Battalions. 8cc Army mdts; .lapanese units; Marine 
units. 

Battalion Landing 3’eam. SVe Infantry Battalion. 
B:ittleships. .See Ships. 

Battleship division, 33 
Battle studies, .laiianese, 109 

Beache.s. Bee alno Agana Beach ; Agat Beach ; Asan 
Beach ; Dnngcas Beach. 

Bine. 37-39 

Creen, 37, 38 

Red 1, 38, 42 h, 43. 45n, 

Red 2. 38, 4.3, 44. 4.5«, SO 
White 1, 47, 56, 70 
White 2, 70 
Yellow 1, 47, 48 
Yellow 2. 48, 48» 


liciiolilii'iid. &'<'(■ Noi'llicni ni'iiclilicml ; SmUlieni lU-iidi- 
liotul. 

Hc< Ui>r. Cnpl A. E. .Ir., USN. 1(51 
Hfckwllli. U. II., lli»i 
I5c'lzt‘r, LtCol T. K., 47ii, Kill 
Bcnnet, Ciipt J. T. tJHN, llSil 

noi'Ki'C'ii, Maj O. V., Tom, fllM 
Bink, 10 

Gnatali Ilivor, 77 
Bijiii Poin(, 141 
Blood ImnU, 118, llOrt 
Boat ridor.s, 47, -47m 
llochm, Maj H. C., 8E5 
Bolanos, 3 

Boiiib-dlsposal, 08, 8!) 

Borneo, 1 

BouKaiiiville, 20, 2G» 
lion lit if 111 , 119 

Bowser. lACol A. h. Jr., 47, IlOw ; Col. 20« 

Brigades. See Japane.se units: Marine units. 
Briclg(?water, l.tCol E. C., 10 .om 

Bruce. MaJC.en A. !>.. 32, 70, 72, 73. 92, l(r). 122. 129, 
1.30, 131, 1.31n, 13.3. 130, 14.’), 147, 148. lol. 1.37 
Bulldozers, 72, 112, 112«, l.’iO, 152, 1.5.5 
Bmidschu, Capt Geary R., 43m, 44 
Bnndsclni Uidge, 43, 43m, 44. 40, 59, 02 
Butler, Col A. H.. 38. 40. 00, 75, 83, 90, 127 

Cabras Island, 37. 3.S, 00. 01, 03, 74, 111, 129 
Callaway, Cdr U. R. (MC),S4 m, 117m 
Canniballsin, 102 m 
Cape Ksporanee, 27 
Carabao, 0 

Carletou, Capt I*. D., Tin 
Caroline Islands, 4, 17 
Carriers. See Air support; Ships. 

Carrier Division 24 (CarDiv-24), 28, .33 
Cimeiijo, 3, 4, 107 
Cass, B. G., 4.Sm 

Casualties, 57, (50. 02, 70. 79. 153, 158, 100, 170 
American, 7-9, 10, 21. 27, 3!t, 41, 41/(, 4.3, 40, 47, 4Sn, 
.50, .5J1-.5.5, .58-02, 02m, 0.3, (15, (55m, 0(5, 08, O.Sm, 70, 72, 
77-7!), 81-85, 87, 87m, 89, 91, ilO, 99, 102, 115, 11.8, 
120, 127, 129, 135, 137, 139, 140, 144, 147, 151-1.5.3, 
1,55, 158, 100, 107 
civilian, 7, 159 

.lapanese, .54m, 5.5, 58, 00, 01, 03, 75, 78-82. 85, 8.5w. 
80, 87, 95. 102, 108, 120 m, 124, 130, 137, 144, 147, 151, 
1.52. 1.55, 157-15<.l. 101, 102, 105, 10(5 
summary, 15.8, Appendix III 
Central Pacilic, 2, .3, 5m, 9, 12, 10. 17. 17h. 18. 21. 100, 1(5(5 
Central Pacilic Task Eorces, IS 
Cliaguian. 1.51, 1.53 

Chalgren, BtCol E. Jr., 57, 57m, 1.3.3, 13, 3h, 148m 

Chamorros, 4, 4«, 0 

Cliaiiealon, 4, 5m 

Chengtu, 16 

Chichi .lima, 33n 

China, 9, 10 

Chochogo Village, 122 


Cbonito CHIT, 38, 42, 42m, 13. I I. ,80 
nmngkiiig, 10 

Churcbill, Prime Minisler, 10 
Cipln-r device, SI 
Civil alTairs, 120, 102. 10.3 
Civilian camps, 117 

Clark. IJCol E. A., SOm. 121, 138m; Ma.|, 138 
Vlrecliiiiit, 127m 

Close air supporl. See .\ir support. 

Coblmia, IsILt K.. IOm, 81 « 
t.tolenmn. Col W. K., I2m, 21m. 35m, 105m 
Collaborators, 1(54 
Colorado, 127m 
Combined Chiefs of SI a IT, 1(5 
Commandant of the Marin<> Corps, 158 
Commander, Forward Area (tmilral I’acillc, 1(50 
(.’omnmnder-in-Chief, Asiatic Fleet, 7 
Comniander-in-Chief, Pacilic Fb‘et, (CinCPai'), 10, 17, 
17 m, 33 

Comma nder-in-Chief, Pacilic Ocean Areas (CinC- 
POA), 17, 17 m, 18 

Commander-In-Chief, South West Pacilic (CinCSoWes- 
I’ac), 17 m. 

Commamler-in-Chief, Southwest Pacilic Area (ClnCS- 
WPA), 17, 17m. 

Commander .Support Aircraft (C.SAi, 109 
Command relationships, 1,8 

Communications. 7, 20m, 42. .51, .50, 72. 83, 111, 117, 
Japiine.se, 15, 15 m, 107, 145, 1(59 
messenger dog.s, 115, 11(5 
Navajo Code Talkers, 117 

radio, 22, 22m, 01, 72, .89, 102, 109, 111, 117m, 1.38, 1.39m, 
149 

wire. lllM, 117 
Concentration camps, 9, 130 

Conolly, RAilm R. I,., 18, 19. 21 m, 2.5. 27. 28. 29, 31, .3.3, 
35. 30, 04. 75. ItXi, 115. 127, 100 
Control craft. Sec Ships. 

Coolidge, LtCol J. B., 133, 1.33m 
Cooney, Maj G. 0„ 13.3, 133m 

Corps. See Amphibious Corps. Ill; .\tuphibiou.s ( lorps, 

V. 

Corps of Engineers, 24 
Counterattacks 
AuKTiean, .54, .80. 81, S3, 80 

.lapanese, 8. .50. 54-.50. 01, (5(5, (58, 72, 75. 7.8 .88. 9(5. 
97. 99, 102, 10.8, 139, 141. 170 
f'raig. C(d E. A., 38. 39, 39a. 47, 00. OOh 75, 75m. .85, 
99, lOlH, 124, 125, 125m, 128, 151m. 1.52, 152m, 157; 
LtGen, 23a, 30m, :59m, 75m, SCm, tHIa 
Crowl, P. A., lltlH 
Crown, LtCol .1. A., 17 m 
C ruisers. See Ships. 

Crnisi'r Division (5 (CniDiv-0), 14 m, 28, .3.3 
Crui.ser Division 12 (CruDiv-125, 28 
Culpepper, Maj W. A., 97, 98, 1.55 
Curlis, 2dLt J. Y.. S3 

Cushman, LtCol It. E„ 74, 70, 81. 97. 99, 99m, 102h ; 
Col, 99m 


205 


Dadi IJi'iidi, 77, 140 
Davao, 17»i 

Dedeilo, !), 0)l. 139, 141, 142, 145 
Dededo Airstrip, 14 

Defenses, Japanese. Ntr Fortifications. Japanese, 
dei Valie, DrifrOen Pedro A., 25, 31, 110, 108 
Destroyers. See Shli>s. 

• Devil's liorns,” 38 
Devil's left liorii, 42 
de Zayas, LtCol II., 44, 90 
Dilil»erto, C'ajit C. O., .51« 

Di.seases, 4, 0, 15«, '27, 27)i, 30, 150 
Divisions. See Army units; Japanese units; Marine 
units. 

Diingcas Iteaeli, 8 

Duplantis, LtCol W. H., 40. 41. 124 ; Col, 24a, 41n, 75, 
75a, SOa, 81. Sla. 84. 85a, 97. 1C>2 

Einlrau, 1, 17a, 19, 20 
Emperor, ,50, 165 

Engineers, Japanese, 9a, 11, .54, 80, 83 
Eiiftineer operations, 22, 20a, 47, 54, 02, 04. 05. 05a. 60, 
09. 81-S:i, 87, 89, 93. 95. 99, 111-113, 142, 101 
Engineer units. See Army units; Japanese units; Ma- 
rine units. 

Eniwetok, 1, 17, 30, 31, .32n, ;i3-35, 118a. 100 
Equipment. Sec also Eimineer operations; Jlotor 
transport; .8hore party operations; Weapons, 
engineer, 04, 112, 114 
infantry, 1.30 
Japanese, .SOa 

Escort carriers. Sec Sliips, 

Esperance, 28 
Espirilu Santo, 28 
Euroiie, 1 

European conflict, 1 

Evacuation, 49, 05, 79, 81. 117, 13Ca, 140. See also 
Casualties. 

Excess baggage, 21 

Exiieditionary Troops. IS, 20, 100, lOOa, 100, 168 
Expeditionary Troops Ite.ser\e, 18, 30 

Faepi Point. 12. 19. 20a, 00, 72, 139 
Endian Point. 3, 1.58 
Eagan, Capt E. L., 99, 136 
Faraja, 122, 124 
Ear East, 5 

East Carrier Task Force 58, 1, 33 
Eerguson, LtCol E. C.. '20; Col. 24», 20a, 7.8a, Ola 
Field artlller.v. See .\mpliibious Corps. Ill; Army 
units; Artiilery; Marine units; Weapons. 

Fiftii Fleet, 2, 18. 2.8, 35, 158 
Filipino, 0 

Eiuegayan, 122, 137-139, 142-144 
Einegayan-Iiarrigada Road, 132, 133, 137, 141 
Fink, PFC S., 9a 

Fire direertion center, 25, 85, 88, 109, 111, 111a 
Eire Support Coordination Center (ESCC), 109 
Flag raising, 95, 103 

Fleet Marine Force, Pacific (FMEPac), 100, 160a 


Eioiiting docks, 22 
Floyd, Ll D. S., 127 
Fojt, l-tCol R. E„ 113 

Fonte Plateau, 15. 4.5, 4(>a, 0.5, 75-77, 79-81, .86, 90-99, 
102, 111, 120-122, 122a, 124 
FtlRAGER, 17, 18, 23, 10t')-108 

Force Iteacldiead Line I Fill.), l!l, 2.5, 32, 50a, 05, 00, 
08, 69, 72, 74, 96, il8, !K), 101, 102, 105, 119, P20, 
122, 130, 140 
Formosa, 2 

Fortifications, Japanese, 9-15, 48, 51, .56. 01. 62. <i5, 06. 

69, 75, 77, 88-00, 92, 93, 04, 101, 107, 111, 12‘2, 124, 
132, 135, 143, 145, 148, 14!), 1.52, 158, 107 

Fort Santa Cruz, 9.5, 95a 

Forward Area South I’ai'iflc, Commanding General, 22, 
27 

Forward ob.servathai. 27, 27a, 47, 54, 78, 80, 83, 83a, 
111, 111a, 121 
Forward supply base, 2 
Frances, IstLt A. A., 42a- 
Fribourg, Capt L. E.. 51a 
Froniliold, LtCol W. II., 49, .50, 09, 150a 
Fry, LtCol E. W. Jr., 83 
Fukudome, VAdm Shigeru, 17a, l(i5a, 107a 
Fusliida, Capt Mitsuo, 10a 

Gaan Point, 14. 48, 49, 49a, .56, 70 
Gallo, Capt .1. A. Jr., 44a ; Lt, 44 
Garri.sous, enemy, 160 
Garrison forces, 22, 159, 102 

Geiger, MajOen R. S., 18, 19, 21a, 25, 31, 32, 34, .53, 63, 

70, 72-75, 88, 95-97, 103, 105, 109. 110. 113, 114. 120, 
122, 125, 127, 129, 137, 139, 141, 145, 155, 157, 158, 
100, 165, 108 

German, 5 
German.v, 1, 5 
Gilbert Islands, 9 

Gilliam, Maj W. M., 100, llkla, lOSn ; LtCol, 25a 

Gilson, Maj L. A. Jr., 41a 

Glass, Capt H. (USX), 5a 

Glass, LtCol W. T. S2a 

Governor of Guam, 6a 

GRANITE, 17 

Green, Maj 11. W., 51, 53 

Orcenlinti, 23 

Guadalcanal, 18, 19, 20, 21a, 20, 27, 28, 34, 37a, 40a, 
44, 47, 100-102 
Guam 

history, 6, Oa 

Japanese invasion of, 7, 8 

population. 0. 05. 120, 162, 164 

roads and trails, 0, Oa, 04, 05, 07, 112, 113, 121, 123- 
125. 127, 131, 130, 139, 142, 144, 101 
terrain, 3, 4, 4a, 6. 31a, .39-41. 43-44, .53. 61-03, 00. 
75. 77, 78, 88, 89-91, 96, 99, 118, 120, 121, 125, 
128-131, 130-138, 145, 1.50, 1.51 
vegetation, 3, 4, 6, 24. 31a, 41, 43. 44, 61, 6(i. 78. 88, 
91, 121, 122, 127, 128, 132, 130, 137, 142, 14.5, 147, 
150, 152, 157 

weather, 4, 73, 78, 7!), 140, 143 


206 


Gimnmniitns, .‘I, -1, -Ih, 5-7, 7h, 8, !), !)h, (15, 105, KiO, 
IHO. 1 10. 102-104 
Gniiiii rroliliMii, 25n 
Guns. Her Wunjions. 

Iliiliizone l,alili‘ts, 131 

Hull, Col W. C., 3S. 4.-!, 44, 50. 00, 02. 03. 74, lO.'! 
Halsey, Adm W. l'\, 20, 100 
Ilaiiiilton, Col Stei'I'en S.. 70, 131ii. 

Hanna, Maj .1. W„ 136, 137 

Harbor installations, 107 

Harbors. See Aneboruges ; .\i)ra Harbor. 

Hannon Koail, 40, .53-55, 60-08. 05. 102 
Hnrt, LtCol D. C., 40, 50, 00, 1)1 
Hawaiian lslaml.s, 18 
Hedosb. LtCoi A., 41 n 
Heinze, Capt It. L., 41 
llelgreu, Capt H. M. .Tr., 80 
Hellniers. Mrs. ,1. A., 7a 

Heud«trson. Col F. I*., 28a. 05a, 100a, 113a. 1.57a, 168a 
HenKyan-Kweilin (Soutb Olilnn) canipaiKH, 

H-Hour, 30. 37, 43, 47, KKi. 107, 110, ICS 
Hill 40, .53. 54, 54a 

Hiltabiddle, Capt W. <)., (CEC), USN, 161 
Hiroshima, ICC 
Ifitio, 3 

Hofer, Lt IV. C.. 51a 

Hoirnian, Maj C. W., 2a, 100a, 127a 

Hollandia, 1, 17, 17a, 20 

Hongkong, 7 

Jlotioliilii, GO, 127a 

Hon.sbn Island. 10 

Hoover, VAdni .1. H., 100 

Horie, Maj Yosbiliira. l.IA, lOOa 

Horii, MajGen Tomitara, 8a 

Ho.spltals 

Again) Naval, 0. 142 
3d Marine Oivision. .S3, 142 
Hongli, Maj F. ()., Oa, 100a 
IIoH,ser, LtCol R. L.. 43. 02 
Howitzers. See Weaiions. 

Hoylcr, Maj H. 51., 54, .80 
Hnbliard, .Maj 1). 1!.. 101 
Hunt, Cot It. G., 103 
Hydrographie eiiart.s, 23 

Illniuination, problems of, .54, .56, 04. 70. lOS. SVe also 
Annnnnilion. 

Imperial Fleet, Japanese. Sec .laiianese Navy; Sliiiis. 
Imiterlal Headtpiarlers, Japanese, 1, Oa, 10, 105, 109 
Inalas, 90, 140 
Inarajan. 12, 139 
luiiUiuaimlU, 31. 35, 15,8, 1(10 

Infantry Battalions. See Army units: .Tai.anese units; 
Marine units. 

Infantry Battalions. S'c Army units; Jaimiie.se units; 
Infantry Divisions. See Army units; Japanese units; 
Marine units. 

Infantry Regiments. Sec Army units ; .lapauese units ; 
Marine units. 


Inliltratioii, Japanese, 54, .55, 59, 63, 00, 08, 75, 80, 85, 
89, 90, 135 
laseels, 130 

Insular Foree Guard, 7. 7»i. 8, 8ii 
In.sular I’alrol, 7, 104 
Intelligenee, 12, 23, .80. 144, 1.57, 15.8 
Interpreter, 124 
Ipapao, 148 

Island <*oininaiul, 21, 1.50-102, 104. 105 

Island ( .'oiniuand ( *ivil Afl’alrs Seel ion, 10.3 

Island Cominander, 21a, 95 

Island Government, Oa 

/«/as rfo loK Lditroiicn, 4 

Isley, .1. A., IKIa 

Iwo Jima, .33, ;i.3a, 104, 107, 170 

.laniniing, Jaiiane.se attempts at, 117 
Japan, 2. 5, 5». 10. 33, ICiO, 170 
Japanese beer, 75, 144 
Japane.se Imgle, 95 
Japanese eiviliaus, 13(1, 105a 
Japane.se eounterattneks. Nre ('onnternttaeks. 
Japanese forces. See Japanese units; Ships. 
Japanese High Coiumand. See Imperial I leadiiiiiir- 
ters, Japanese. 

Japanese naval air units, 2, 3, 10, Ida. 14, 77, .87, 108 . 
HI, ICO 

Japanese Navy, 1-3, 10, 10a. 11, 17a. 20, 29, :13. See 
utxa .lapane.se units; Shitis. 

Japanese Navy Cortismau, 1C2 
Japanese rule, 9, 9a, 102 
Japanese stragglers, 140, 103 
Japanese strategic (‘oneept. In. 

Jaimnese units, 8, !), 11, 14. 102, 1.52 
Army, 31st, 12. 122, 108 
Infantry Divtsion, 1st, 10, 11 
Infantry Dlvisim). lllli, 10, 11 
Infantry Division, 1.3th, 9 

Infantry Division. 2i)tb, 9. 9a, 10-12, 14, 15, 2.3. 00a. 

87, 9.8, 107, 108, 122, KiC 
Infantry Dlvi.sion, 4;id. KiO 
Infantry Division, 5,5tli, 8a 
Defense lA.ne, 5th, 8. 10, 100 
Bx|ieditionary Fonv, Olli, 10, 11 
Tnde|H‘udenl Mixed Brigade, 47tb. 100 
Independent Mixed Brigade, 48 | 1 ), 11 , 11 a, 12, 14, . 80 . 
81, 100 

Soiilli Seas Detached Foree, 8a 
IndeisMident Mixed Regiment, lOlh, 11. 11a, 12, 15, 79 
Infantry Regiment, l.Sth, 10. 11. Ha. 12, 79. ,80 
Infantry Regiment, 3,8tli, 10, 11a, 12, 14, 15, .5(1. 77. 
77a, 90 

Infantry Regiment, .501 li. 10 
Infantry Regiment, 114tb, 8a 
I'ank Regiment. 9tli, 11, 12, 14. 1.5.8» 

Naval Guard Foree (Keilietai), .54tb, 10, 12, 77 
Independent Infantry Battalion. 3t9lli, 11, 14 
Independent infantry Battalion, 3201b, 11, 14, 15 
Independent Infantry liatlulion, ;i21s(, 11, 14 
Indeiieudent. Infantry Ballallou, ;i22il, 11, 14 


207 


.iMpiiMOsi- units — Coiilinufd 
Infiintry I’.attalion, 1/30, 11 
Infatitry Matlalimi, 1/18, 11 
Iiifaiilry Hattalion, 1/38, 12 
Infantry Hattalion, 2/10, 12, 1-1, 15 
Infantry Hattalion, 2/18, 12, tiOa, 7i), 80, SOa 
Infantry Hattalion, 2/3.8, 12. lllii 
Infantry Hattalion, ,V10, 12. 14 
Infantry Battalion, .3/1.8. 11. til)«, 79. 81, 81a. 8.5 
Infantrj’ Battalion, 3/38, 14 
Constrnction Hattalion iSot.snitai), 2l7fli, It) 
Con.stniftion Battalion ( Sotsuilai), 21Sth, 10 
Tank Company, 24tli, 14, 1.5.8a, 

.lolin.son, Capt B. W. (MC), Oa. 7n 

Joint Chiefs of .Staff, 10, 17, 17a 

Joint Coininnnieation Center. 101 

Joint KxiKHlitionary Korcc Cominaniler. 109 

Jones, Maj P. M., 41a, 102a ; LtCol, 85a 

Joy, KAilin C. T.. 14a, 127a 

Jungle Training Center, 31a 

Kaki, Lending I'vt. Miirano, 15a 

Kaufman, Lt M., 95a 

Kavieng, 17, 17 a 

Kerr, Lt \V., 00; Capt GOa, 7i)a 

Kiinhrell, LtCol O. '1'., 149 

King, Adm E. .1. 10, ItiOa, 107, 108 

King. LtCol K. M., 39a, 103 

Koga, Adm Mineiehi, 17a 

Kriendler, .Ma.i I. 11., 103 

Kiinz, LtCol C. W., Jr., 30a, 107a 

Knriikowa, 2dl.t Kaneinitsu, 14a, 108, 10S?» 

Kwujalein, 1, 17, 20, 2Ca, 29 
Kwantung Army, 9, 10 

laitiorers, Jnpane.se, 152 
Ladrones, 4 
Lagnas itiver, 75 

Landings. Sec Guam ; Northern Beaehhead ; Southern 
Heaclihead. 

Landing heaehes. See Beaches. 

Landing Ship.s, .Medinm. 8t*e Sliips. 

Landing Ships, Tank. i8ea Ships. 

Landrum, LtCol .1. E„ 50, 57, 57a, 14771 

Larsen, MajGen II. L., 21, 21a, 95, 101, 102, 105 

Larson, LtCol A., 5-l7i 

Lannehlng areas, 37 

laiwton, LtCol C. B., 77a ; Maj, 150 

Lraigue of Natloms, 5 

Learner, LtCol C. F., 134, 134/I. 

Letcher, Col J. S., 85a 
Lewis, Lt n. II., 85 
Leyte, 10471 

Liais<7ii, .50, .88, 111a, 1.30, 141 
Lino.vang, 10 
Life rafts, 114 
Liguan, 142 
Liguan Point, 154 
Limited war, I 77 
Limiting point, 124, 125 


Line of dei)artnre, .50. 0.8, 74 
Lion, 0, 101 

Loiail Security Patrol Force, 164 
Loc.al times, 2ti 

Logistics. See Planning; Shore party; Unloading. 
Lontit, 122 

Lovell. Maj J. W., 133; LtCol, 130ir 
ladog, 148, 151 

Maauot Pass, 00, 07, 139, 140 
.Maanot Ke.s(>rvoir, 05. 105 
.Maanot-Talafofo Hoad, 140 
.Machine gnus. See lVeapi7iis. 

.Mackin, Maj T. R., 130 
JIc.Vlister, LtCol F. M., 22 
Miic.-\rthnr, Gen D., 10, 17, 17a, 20 
.McMillin, HAdin G. J., Oa ; Capt, 7, 7a, 8 
McMillum, Capt I. E.. USX, 3l7t 
.McNair, Coi D. C., 70, 148 
McNair, LtGen L. J., 14871 
MacNulty. Ltt.'ol W. K., 7 
Magellan, 4 

.Magpo Point, 00, 73, 90, 131, 139 

M7ihoney, LtCol A. M., 27ti 

ihijuro, 1, 28 

Malaria, 28 

Manchuria. 9. 07i 

Manguilao, 131 

Manila, 7 

Maiiuel, LtCol T. B„ 131, 148 
Maps, 23, 24, 2477, 25, 44a, 145. 1:52, IHS 
Marianas, 2-5, 577,, 9, 10, 12, 10, 10a, 17, IS, 21, 23, 29, 
31, :i3a, 100, 105-1(58, 170 
Marine Imndsmen, 118 

Marine Barracks, Guam, 0, Oa, 7, 90, 91, 93, 95, 10.3 
Marine Corps Schools, 23, 23a, 24, 25 
Miirine police chief, 104 
Marine ritle range, 88, 00 

Marine aviation. See Air support; Marine units. 
Marine units; 

Amphiliions Corps, III. See .Vmphihions Corps, III. 
.\mphil)i77us Corps, V. See Amphibious Corps, V. 
Division, 2d, IS 

I)ivisi(7n, 3d, 17i7, 18-20, 2077., 21, 2l7i, 22, 2277, 2371, 
25-28, 30, 32, 37-38, 3977, 42, 43, 4f>-18, 58, 01, 03-05, 
74-75, 79 . 79a, 82-84, .87, Sen, 88, 95, 90-97, 99, 102, 
105, IOS77, 100-113, 110, 119-12.3, 125-127, 12777, 
128, 129, 131, i:53. 135-137, 139, 141-145, 148-1.53, 
1.58, 101-1112, 164 
Division, 4th, 18, 127a, IO877 
Division, 0th, 154, 104, lC4a 

Provisional Marine Brigade, 1st, 1777, IS, 19, 19a, 20, 
20a, 21, 21a, 22, 23a, 25-28, 2 . 877 , 30, 32. 37, .38, :i8a, 
47, 49, 50, .5077, 53-50, 58, Kl, 05-70, 73-75, 77-79, 
89-91, 93, 90, 103, 109, 110, 112-114, 116, 122, 123, 
130, 139-142, 145, 1.50, 157, 1.58, 102. 10477 
Infantry Hegiment, 3d, 38, 40. 41-43, 40, .59, 59a, 
00-03, 74-70. SO, 82, 90-98, 9877, 99, 121, 123-128, 
137, 139, 141, 142, 150, 152, 153, 1.55 


208 


Marine* iinit« — Coiitlmn'd 

Infaiilr.v UcfiiiiK'iil. 4tli, 17«, 1!). L'l, 1!2». LlC. 47, Tjl, 
511-5(1, 05, 00, 00, 70, 70 h, 72, 74, SS, 01-1)5, 110. 
180-14'J, 150, 1.54, 1.55, 1.57 

lnfiintr.v Keisimeiit, Dili, 38, 30, 41. 00, O.'!. 74, 75, 77, 
80, 81, 83, 84, 85, 87, 00. 07, 00, 103, 131, 120-120, 
130, i:i!), 141-144, 151-1.53, 157. 1.58 
Infantry KoKime'nt, 21st, 25», .3.8, 30, 40a, 41, 42, 47, 
50-03, (15, 75, 81. S:i-S5, 00, 07. 102. 121, 123-127. 
138, 130, 141, 142, 153, 102 

Inranlr,\ Ite^inient, 220, 10, 20, 27, 47. 48, 54, .55, 
05-08, 08a, 73, 74, 78. 88, 00, 01, 03-!)5, 140, 141, 
1.50, irsi, 154, 1.57 
Infantry Itefriinriit. 20tli, 31a 
Artillery Uegiment, lOtli, 100a 

Artillery Ilegiiuent, 12tli 24a, 25, 20. SO, Stl. 85, S5a, 
!I3, no, 111, 137, 1.58 
Artillery Ilegunent, 14th, lOOa 

Engineer Uegiment, 10th, 47, 01, .82, 113, 121, 120, 127, 
13S 

Air Ormu), 21st, 120, 120 

Fieid Depot, 5lb, 21a, 25, 50, 47a 

Infantry linttallon, 1/3, 23a, 43, 44, 40, 50, 01-63. 

74-70, 82, 07. 103, 124-127, 120, 1.50, 153 
Infantry liattnlion, 1/4, 51, .53, .55. 00. 77, 7.8, 02 
Infantry llattalion, 1/0, 30. 41, .85, 00, 101, 125, 137- 
130, 141, 142, 152 

Infantry Battaliun, 1/21, 40. 41. 00. til, 75. .80, .81. 83. 

87, 00. 124, 127, 1.53, 1.55, 15.8 
Infantry llattalion, 1/22, 48-.50, 50a, 50, 0.5, 01), 77, 88, 
130, 140, 150 

Infantry Battalion, 2/3, 44, 40. 50, 03, 00-08, 124, 125, 
1.50, 1.52, 155, 158 

Infantry liattnlion, 2/4, 51, 53, 05, 00, (10, 02. 154 
Infantry Battalion. 2/0, 30, 74-7(!, .81, 82, 07-00, 102, 
103, 123, 124, 127, 130, 141, 143, 144 
infantry liattnlion, 2/21, 40, 41, 00, 03, 7.5, SO, 81, 00, 
124, 127, 128, 153 

Infantry Battalion, 2/22, 48, 40, 50, ,50a, 08, 00. 77, !)0, 
91, 95, 1.54 

Infantry Battalion, 3/3, 43, 45, 40, 124-120, 1,52, 1.54, 
1.55 

Infantry Battalion. 3/4, 51, 54, 89, 00, 02, 01. 1.54 
Infantry Battalion, 3/9, 38, 30, 00, 03. 07, 00, 101, 

1.52, 157 

Infantry llattalion, 3/21, 24a, 40, 41, 75, .80, 81, 84, 
85, 85a, IKi, 97, 99, 102, 124, 127. 128, 138, 141, 142, 

1.53, 102« 

Infantry Battalion, 3/22, 4S-.50, .54, 00, 77, 78, .88, 90, 
01, 04. 95, 1.55 

Artillery Battalion, 2/12, S3 

Artillery Battalion. 3/12, 22a, 47, 83, llOii 

Artillery Battalion, 4/12, 22a, 47. S3 

I’a<4< Howitzer Battaliiai, 4lli, .54 

l’a(4t Howitzer Battalion, 22d, 27a, 78 

1.55min Howitzer Battalion, 1st, 25 

155min Howitzer Battalion, 2d, 32, 00 

1.5.5ium Gnn Battalhai, 7tli, 25, 157 

Antiaircraft Battalion, 10th, 110a 

Defense Battalion, 9th, 25, 00, 70, 5)5, 111, 140 

Defense Battalion, 14tli, 25, .59a, 03, 04, 74, 91, 111 


.Marine nnils — Conlinned 

Motor Transport Battalion, 111,22, 82a 
.Vrniored .\inpliihian Baltalion. 1st. 25 
S('|>aral(> Kiigineer Battalion, 2d. .82, 82a 
,\jnpliil)ian Tractor Baltalion, 3d. 21, 22a 
Aiapliiliian Tractor Battalion, 4lli, 115 
.Vniphildan 'rraclor Battalion, lotli, 22a 
Ani|)hil)ian Tractor Battalion, 11th. 22a 
H(>adi|narters Battalion, 3d. 82 

.Medical Batlali 3d. 117 

Motor Transport Battalion, 3d, 47, 82, S3 
Service Baltalion, .‘Id. 47, 82 
Tank Battalion. 3d, 43, 124. 125. 120, 13.8, 139 
Engineer Baltali<tn, 1/10, S3, .87, 07 
Engineer Battalion. 8'cc I’ioneers. 

(Jb.servation .S(piadron, 1, 95a, IHI 
Fighting Scpiadron, 225. 1.50 
Joint A.s.sanlt Signal Company, 3d, lOS, l(),8a 
Marshall.s, 1. 17a, 19, 21, 2(i, 27, 29, 110. 107 
Jlarnyama, Maj (’busa, SO, 80a 
Alasso Itiver, 85 
.Malaguac, 151, 152 

Medical activities, ■), 12. 21, 21a, 20//. 40. 70. .83-,S.5, 
11.8, 119. See elm Casualties; Kv/iciiiitii/n : llu-s- 
pitais; IManning. 

Messer. M/i.l .1. S„ 51, 00, 02 

-Milit/iry Intelligiaice .Service of tin- War Di-pt., 23 
Military police, .57, 110, 117 
Mhuiniiiolix, 127« 

Mi.s.sii/niiries, 4 

-Milsclier, VAdni M. A., 17, 33, 108 
Alitsnliishi .Urcraft Plant, lOti 
Models, 24, 25, 25a 
,Mo(/r(‘, Capi W. E., Jr., 02 
Mortars. Sec Weap(/ns. 

M(/tor transp/irt, 9//. 21. 22, 2l!a, 1.3.8. SVe ulso Sup- 
plies : Veliicles. 

Mt. Alifan, 3. 12, 15. 1!), 51. 5.3. 55. 05, 00. 72. 7:i. 105, 122 

,Mt. AIntom. 3, 10. 70. 80, 00. 101. 122 

Mt. Barrigada, 3, 121, 122, 127, 132, 1,33, 135, 1:10. 130 

■Mt. Ohacimo. 3, 12. 00a. 74, 70. 80. 90. 101, 120 

Ml. Lsiinlani, 4, (iO, 140 

Mt. Macn.ina, 70, 124 

Mt. Machan;i</ 3, 121, 1.54, 155 

Mt. .Malaguac, 1.58 

Ml. Santa Ko.sn, 3, 121, 122, 127, 131, 144. 145. 14.8-1.52. 
157 

Mt. T/iene, li5, 00. 72 

Mt. Ten,io, ,3, 05, 07, 0 . 8 , 7.3, 70, 79. ,80. !)0, 90. 101, 105, 

120 , 122 

Mt. Teiijo U(/ad, 6.3, 74-70 
M/»s-aic, 23 
Mn-inn, 27u 
Murray. Col C. I„ 103 
.Murray, I.tCol E. N., 103 

Nagasaki, 100 
Nag//.va, 10, IC/ti 
Native patrol guides, 103 
NiiK/n Beach, 1.30, 141, 101-102 
Naval avialiun. Scr Air support. 


209 


Naval bases, 2, 2'J, KJl, 1(14, l(i(!. Svc ulxu Apra 
Ilaibor. 

Naval Co 1 1 st met ion liattalions, 112, 101 
2(1 Special, S2a 

2r>tli, 120 

Naval Constnietion Brigade, ofb. 101 
Naval (ire siiiiiiort. See Naval Kunllre. 

Naval forces. See .lapanese Navy ; Ships ; Task Forces ; 
Task Groiip.s. 

Naval KUiilire, 40, 4!), fiO, iiS, 00, 02-0:!, 0.1-00, SO, SS, 
SO, 01, 00, 102, 120, 130, 142, 145, 152, 154, 107 
call-tire procedure, 108 
clfect of, 107, 107 

lire sojiport, 20. 25. 2.8. 31. 34-37, 41, 100-108, 123, 
127a, 107 

plans for, 20, 25, 100 

I)reliniinar.v bomba rdnient, 14, 25, 33, 34, 37, 100 
.sbore-fire control, 108 
target li.st, 34 
Naval landinf; craft 
LCM, 140 
CCVI>, 48, 73 
Naval Lift, 28-30 
Naval nur.ses, 7a, Sa 

Naval units. »S'cr Air support; Japanese naval air 
units; Jaiianese Navy; Japane.se units; Naval 
Construction liattalions; Naval Constrnetion Bri- 
gade, 5th; Sbi|)s; Ta.sk Forces; Tusk Groitp.s; 
Underwater Deuiolition Teams. 

Navy Unit Commendations, 00. See Aitpendi.K VII. 
Nav.v, U. S., 5, 0, Oa, 10, 17a, 53, 70. 95a, 108. See also 
Ships : Task Forces ; Task Groups. 

Nelson. Lt F. J., 5a ; I.Cdr, ~n 
N('w Guinea, 2, 10, 17 
New Orleans, 127a 
Neye Island, 70, 77, 95 
Nidual River, 39, 75, 79, 84 

Nimitz, Adm C. W.. 10, 17. 17a, 18, 1.58, 100, 101, 164 

Noble, BrijiGen A. II., 42, 103, 125 

Nomura, ,\dni Kicliisaburo, UN, 107, 107a 

Normandy invasion, 1 

Northern .\ttack Force, See Ta.sk Forces. 

Northern .\tlack Grouj). See Ta.sk Groujis. 

Northern Beachhead. See Asan beach. 

Northern Tractor Group. See Task Groups. 

Nortlu'fii Troops and Landing; Forc(', 18, 100a 
.North I’acilic, 17a 

.Norton, l.tCol W. R.. 20a, 27a ; Capt, 140 
( laiui, 31n 

Ohata, I.tGen llideyoshi, 12, 122, 122a, 152, 159 
Objective lines. See Phase litu's. 

Obihpies, 23 

Ohsemition |)ost.s, 43, 123 

Oh.servers, 00. 78, 92, 99 

Office of Naval Intelligence, 23 

Ohaslii, Col Iliko-Shiro, 79, 79a 

Okinawa. 1.54a, 104, 104a, 107, 108. 170 

Oknjo, Ma.1 Kiyoji, 77 

Old Agat Road, 05, 07, 08, 73, 122 


"Old hastards,'’ 58 
Omiuajima, 8 

O’Neil, I.tCol A. B„ 140. 141 

Order rtf Battle on Guam. Sec Organization, unit. 
Ordot, 15 

Organization, unit 

Americiin, 22a, 27, :i.S. 42, 5(>, .57, 01, 03. .87. 113. See 
also Apitendix VI. 

Japanese, 7-15. See also Apiiendix VII. 

Orihiletti, I’FC Bruno, .55 
Orient, 7 

Ormshu (APA 49), 70 

Orote airfield, 77, 89, 9:4-95, 108, 120, 1.30. 140, 1.50, 1.58 
Orote Peninsula, 4. 7, 9, 12. 19, 20a, 24a, :42, 33, 47, o:l, 
00, 07-09, 73. 74. 77, 77a, 78, 87, 88, 91, 93-90, 95a, 
10.3, 111. 120, 129, 102, 104 
Orote Point, 4 
Overlay. 148 

Pacific Fleet, 1, 10, 17, 17«, 23, 104, 167 
Pacific Ocean Aretis, Commander in ( liief, 1, 10, 17w, 
23, 158 

Pago Ba.v, 3. 46a, 0.5, 79, 122, 129, i:il, 140 

Pago River, 3, 12:1. KIO, 131, 102 

Palau Islands, 2, 10, 12, 17, 17a, 100, 100a 

Palletizafion, 108, 10,8a 

Pan American World Airways, 7 

Parker, .liaj R. J.. 110a 

Pati Point, 151. 157 

Patrol craft. See Ships. 

Patrols. See Tactics. 

Pearl Harbor, la, 5. 18. 19, 20a, 25, 32, 95, 100, ICO, 167 
Pelagi Rock, 09 
Peleliu, 107, 170 
Penyuin, 7 

Pennsiilraiiia. 07. 127a 

Phase I operations, 102. 105, 108, 109, 112, 117, 120 

Phase II operations, 10.5, 1.37 

Philippine Sea, battle of, 3 

Philippines. 2, 4, 5, 10. 29, 164 

Photogniphic situation, 24 

Photographs, 23, 24 

Photo mission, 23 

Photo-reconuais.sance |ilanes, 12 

Piers, 22, 114 

Pilot error, 109 

l'iom*»‘r.s, 22. 2(ia, 83, 94, 113 

Plti, (!. 1.5, 01 

Pit! Navy Yard, 0, (K). .87 

I'iti-Suma.v Road. tl3 

Phase lines, explanation of, :l9a 

Planes. See Aircraft types. 

Planning. See also Artillery: Military Government; 
Naval guntire. 
air, 20, 25 
intelligence, 2.3-25 
joint, 2. 10-21 
logistical, 21-23 
medical. 21 

original plans, 20, 20a 
tactical, 2.5-20 


210 


l^liisliT rolit'f iiiap.s, 24 

IMjizji, 8. 124 

Plock, LI M. 54 

Point Agfiiyaii, 140 

Port Ajayau, 3, 139 

Port Iiiarajaii, 105, 141 

Port Morizo, 139 

Pontoon barges, 22, 64, 114 

Pow(*r line, 96, 97, 9!l, 107 

Pratt, F., 122n 

Pre-rebear.snl training, 27 

I’re.sidential Unit t'itation. Scr Back cover. 

Prevailing trade.s, 4 
Prieu. Col K. O.. 111»» 

Prieo koad. 132 
Prison eainps, S 

Prisoner of war, 41, lOS. Ill, Ilia, 117, 151 

Psyeliologieai warfare, 165 

Ptak, Jlaj J. A„ 59, 127 

Pnt)lie works ollicer, 25 

Puerto lUeo, 5 

Puller, LtCol S. D„ 90 

Pulley system, (>5 

Pusan, Korea, 10 

Quartenna.ster. 22 
Quigley, Como W. K., 160 

Rabiiiil, 8, 17 

Uadio eommuniealions. ,50, 117, 1,‘13, 161 
kadio Tok.vo, 1.55 
Uadio tower.s, 70, 90 
Uafls, .53, 57, 114 

Uand.ill, LtCol C. A., 101, 137, 141, 142; Col, 137n 

Kandle, BrigUen E. IL, 32, 32a 

nations. 12 

Retid. Capt B. S„ 55a 

Reeonnai.ssanee units. 23, 34, 125, 127, 129, 138 
Refugee eam])s, 162 
Refueling stations, 22 

Regiments. Src Army units; Jai>auese units; Marine 
units. 

Relienrsals. 26-28 

Ueifsnider, RAdm L. F., 18, 100 

Remus, Col J. 151a 

Reniz, Maj J. N., 26a 

Replaeements for easualties, 114 

Restaging area, 30, 32 

Riee paddies. 67-69, 115 

Rifle range, 7, 91, 93 

Rilidian Light. 1.54 

Ritidian Point, 6. 13.S, 154, 1.55, 157 

Roadblock, 50, 12.5, 132, 1.55 

Road Crossing 120, 122 

Koad junctiou.s: 

RJ 5. 65, 122 
R.1 15, 88, 89, 91 
R.1 125, 138 
RJ 171, 131 

RJ 177, 137-139. 142, 143 


R(aid .iunclions — Continued 
RJ 3IM1, 1.32, 133 
RJ .•((i3, 144 
R.I 3(i6, 144 
R.i 3.5S, 141, 144 
R.1 390, 1.50 
RJ 415, 149 
kj 462, 153, 1.54 
RJ 470, 154, 155 
RJ 530, 1.51. 155 
RJ .5.S0, 155 
kojids. 8(’c Cimm. 

Rubber boilts. 114 
Runway, 127 

8idmter. LK'ol J., 39a 
8t.-Lo breakout, I tsa 

Saipan, 2. 3, 8. 10-12, 12a, 16a, 17-19, 29-32, 32a, 33. 
34, 34a, 3.5. 6(i, Stl, 106. Pt9a, lit, 116, 136, 15,8a, 
165, 168, lOSa 
Safer, 78, 122 
Sii/iito Mifi'ii, UK 11a 
Salisbury, 1.51-1.53. 1.55 
Salisbury-Tarague trail, 151, 155 
Samoa, 26, 27 
San .\ntonio, 132, 141 
San Diego, 31a 
San Francisco, 7 
Sanitation, 21 
Stisalaguan, 3 
Sassayan Point, 162 
Sato, Cai»t Ili<leo, l.T.\, 158» 

Sato, Ma.j S.. I(i5 

Saupon Point, 128 

Saviina (irande, 157 

Scaling ladders. 61 

S. heyer, BrigOen W. J. 27a, 33a, 114a. 

Scbmifir, Atajt.len IL. 160, 160a, llil, 168 

Scbneider, Col M. F.. 47. 90, 91. i>3, 95 

Schoettel, M.i.i J. F., 91 

Si'uliees, 113, Ui1 

Staircbliglits, 111 

Se<'ondary naval ba.ses, 17 

Secretary of the Navy, 6 

Self-proi)elled pontoon barges, 22 

Senior Ollicer Prc.sent Afloat, 160 

Service troo|>s, 21, 23, 87, 88 

Sexton, Lt M. J.. 54 

Sbaple.v, LtCol A., 47, 51, 53, 88, 91, 93-95, 150 
Shaw, LtCol k. W„ 48a 

Sbepberd, BrlgGen L. C„ Jr., 19, 20a, .32. 47. 49, .53, 54, 
.50, 0.5, 66, liS, 7-1, 88. 91-95, 111, 122, 139-1 12, 145, 
150, 153, 154, 1.54a, 1.57, 164a ; C.en, 68n 
Sbigcniatsu, .Majtlen 'royasbl, 11, 12, 15, 122a 
Ship-board life, .30 
Sbitiping. See Planning. 

Ships. 15, 93, 106, 170 
laitllcships, 3, 33, .34, 36. 106, 127a 
cargo, 76, 110a, 142, Kill 
carriers, 17. 36, 166 


211 


Ships — Coiilimusi 
coinnmiul, 20/i. 1G8 
control cruft, !jtl, 57, T.i, 108 
cruisers, 28, ;s;j-30, IOC, 127». 

(lestro.vcr t.viH's, 3, 33-30, 43, 40, 09, 100, 127n. 100 
escort curriers, 30, 9.5 n, 109, 108 
gunboats, 30, 34, 34n, 35, 37, 37«, 43, 40, (i9, 70, 94, 
1 27)i' 

liospital, 118, 119 
.Iai)aiiese, 1, 3, 10, 57, lOli 

lainliiig, 22, 28-30, .3.5-37, 47«, 53, .50, 57, 72, 110, 114, 
118 

luiiie craft, 7, .35 
I•alr4^l craft, 35, 70 
sulnuarines, 3, 10, 23, 29 
transports, 25, 2i>-;j2, 3.5, 37, 70, 110a, 118 
Sliip-to-siiore exercises, 27 
Sliisler, LtCoI C. \V., .50, OiJ 
Slioeiuaker, Cupt W. G., 80, 80a. 

Sliolciilni, 3 

Shore part,V, 22, 28, 2Sa, 47, 47a, .59, 04. 08. 70, 98. 113- 
IKi, 118, 121, 108. 8'cc also .Vriiiy units; Mai'ine 
units. 

Slinre-to-.shore nniphiliious a.ssnult, 00 
Sigua River, 122 

Silverthorn. MaJGen M. II., 21a, 25a ; ItrigGen, 34ii 

Sinajana, -Kia, 122 

Small arms. See Weapons. 

Sinitli, Col A. I)., 70, 1.30, 14.5, 1.51 
Sinitli, Cdr H. E. (CEC), 30a 

Sinitli, LtGen II. M., 18, 95, 103, 109, 158, Kit), 100a. 108 

Snmak, LtCol E. K., 40, 03 

Smoke screen, 34 

Snedeker, Col J., 128 

Sidiiers, 40. 47. 88, 90, 90, 135, 148, 1.57 

SoUkc, 118, 118n 

Solomons, 20, 21, 28 

Southeast Asia, l?t 

Southern Assault, The, 47-.55 

Soutliern Attack Force. Bit Task Forces. 

Soiitliern Attack Group. See Task Groups. 

•Soutliern Landing Force, 25, 01, 07, 09 
Sonthern Mariamts, 1, 2. 17 
Southern I’liilippines, 1, 

Southern Troops and Lamling Force (S'l'LF), 18, 2.5, 
101 

South Pacific, 1, 2, 17a, 100, 100 
Soutli Pacific Forces, 20 
Soutliwest Pacific, 1, 10, 17, 17a, 20, 21?i 
Spain, 4, 5, 5a, 0 
Spani.sh (|Ueen, 4. 

Sponson, 139, 13i)a. 

Spooni'r, Col .!. U., KKla. 

Spruance, Adni U. A., 2a, 14a, l.S, 29-32, 95, 103, 1.58, 100 
Stereo-pairs, 23 

STEVEDORE, 18-20, 20a, 21, 22, 22a, 25a, 20, 2C«, 
27-29, 31, 35 

Stokes, LtCol C. W., 148, 149 
Stokes, Ltt'ol T. U., 139a 
Straggler line, 158 


Stragglers, 140 

Strategy, 1, 2, 170. »S'cc aim Tactics. 

Stretcher hearers, 79 
Stuai t, Col J. A., 10.3, 124, 128, 1.52, 1.53 
Suenaga, Col Tsunetaro, 12, 50, 77a 
Siiniay, C. Oa, 78, 91, 93-95, 95a 
Simmy Road, 89 

Suiiplie.s, 04, 91, 113, 114, 110, 124, 127, 132, 140, 144, 

104, 108, lC8a. Bee aho Ammunition; Motor 
transport; Planidng; Unloading. 

dump.s, American, 47, 56, 08, .SO, 83, 115, 125, 12!), 1.31, 
i:38, 142, 144, 103, 160 

dump.s, .lapanese, 03. 102, 108, 124, 158a, 109 

fuel, .53, 89, 140 

rations, 132, 138, 140, 100 

route.s, 47, 121, 122, 131 

ivatei-, 64, 101 

vehicles, 81, 131, 142 

Supporting arms, 40, .53, 04, 75, 87, 93, 100-119, 130, 

141, 155 
Surgeon, 129 
Surrender, Japanese, 165 
Sutter, Col A., 117a 
Switching central, 111a 

Tactics, American 
anil)ushes, 1(!1 

arnioi-, 27, 70, .8.9. !)2, 90, 127, 1.32, 141, 142, 100 
artilleiM', 74, 70, 78, .8.3, .85, 88, 89, S9a, 91, 99. 108, 137 
liivouac, 142 
bazooka, 77, 125 

bound;irie.s, 143, 145, 147, 148, 151 
flame throwers. 4.3 
infantry, SO, 81, .87, 88, ,8.9, 130, 157 
Jungle. 130a 

macliine gun, 81, 8.5, 102, 112, 122, 134, 141, 151 
mortar, 08, 75, 76. 81, S3, 89, 159 
naval, 100 

patrols, 03, 60, 75, 77, SO, 84, 85, 88, 94-97, 101, 102, 

105, 12.5, 130. 1.3.3, 13.5-142, 144, 1.52-1.5.5, 1.57-1.5!), 
101, 102, 162a, 103 

reconmiissance, .80, 92, 99, 105, 132, i;33, 138, 140, 

142, 148 
ruadl)lock.s, 125 
tank-ai-tillery, 27a, 133 
tank-infantry, 27, 94 

Tactics, general, 27a, 39, 50, 02, 03. 05, 07-09, 72, 74, 
75, 77, 8.3a, 80a, 92, !)3, 95, 99, 103, 1(15, 111, 112, 
110, 117, 120-123, 120, 127, 129. 130, 131, 132, 134, 
135, 138, 139, 141, 142a, 143, 145, 148, 150, 151, 
1.5Sa, 104, 107, 168 
Tactics, Japanese: 

atnliuslie.s, 137, 157, 15.8 
armor, 147, 155 
artillery, .50, 09, 77, 89 
attacks, 55, 50, .5.8, 59, 08, .88 
Idvoimc, (M), 128, 1.58 
counterattacks. 7S-.87. !)8 
deiiiying action. 91, 122, 138 
infantry, .55, 137, 141 


212 


Tiu-lii-s, .lapanose — (NiiiUiiuimI 

iiiac'liine nun. -Jl, .'>(), rir>, CiS, IM, Mil 
mortar, -IT, -48, r>4, 55, .',8. (j(t, til, <i!t, 7(i, SO. .84, .85. 88. 
IM), 08, 13!) 

patrols, OO. 81, 13!). 14.3 
IK'iK'ti'utioii, 07 

positions, 47, 77, 05, 101, 133. 14!), 1(77 
mill, 145 
roar nnin'O, 130 
rooonnaissnncp, 81, 80 
rouilltlooks, 130 
lank-infantry, 55, 150 
Taiho, 3 

I’akasliina, LtGen Takeshi. 0, 11. 12, 4 Ch, 70. 80, .87, 102. 

120 , 122 

'rakoiln, LI(!!ot Hiileynki, Oa, 11. llii, 12a, 15a, 40a, .50a, 
00a. 77a. 7!)a, 87, S7a, lOti, 107, 108a, 122a, 150a. 
105, 105a 
Talofofo, 140 
Talofofo Bay, 139 

Taniai, (.klr Asaiehi, I.TX, 77, 77a, 78, 70 
Tanks. Sut; Army units ; .laimneso nails ; Marine units ; 
TniOies ; Weapons. 

Tanzola, Col Vineent .1., 47, 50, 57, 05, (Hi, 73, 130, 135 
Tarague, 15:i, 1.54, Ki5 
Task Forces 

TF 51, 18. 34a, 100 
TF .52, IS. 22. 20. 33. 35 
TF .53. 14a. 18-22, 25-30, 32-35, 37. IOC 
TF ,50, IS. .32 

TF 58. 3, 10, 17, 28-^0, SJ, 35, 30 
Ta.sk Groups 
TG 53.1, 28 
TG .5:1.2, 18, 22, 28, 30 
TG 53.10, :40 
TG .58.1. .33, 33n 
TG 58.2, 33a 
TG 58.3, 33 
Task Unit 53.5.2, 127n 
Tassafaronga, Ouailaleaual, 20, 20, 27, 28 
Talgna River, 10 
Tawi-Tawi, 1 
'Pemiile, 1.34 
Tenjo Itoail, 23n 
Tepnngan, 14 
'I’errain. S'cc Guam. 

Terrar, Lt( jg) K. F., Jr., 05 
Tetere, 20. 28 
Third Fleet. KiO 
Tliomp.son, L., 7a 

Tinian, 2. 3, 10, 17, 18. :l2a. 127a. 105, 100, 107, 108a 
'I’insle.v, LiCol .1. II., 25a, 141a 
Tiyan, 0, 14 

Tiyan alrlleld, 121, 122, 123. 125-120 
'I’odd. Jla.l S. A.. 40a, ,80a 
Togcha Bay, i:i!), 141 
'I’ogelia 1‘oint, 140 

Tokyo. 2, Oa. 10, 155, 158, lOti, 108, KiO 
'To the Colors," 05 
Toto, 130, 140, 141 


'royoila, .\(lm Soenin, I 

'I'raining, 10, 2(1, 27, 28, :tla. Ncc also Rehearsals. 

Transfer line, 10 

Transfer iioini, 28 

'rraiisport, .57, 7.3 

Transport Mivision 38, 57 

'I'ransiiorl groui), 35 

3’ransporl iiuarlernnister (Tli.M), 21, 22, (14, 08 
I'ransportation situation. 70. 1()8, 110, 11(1, 120. Hit 
iil.iti Motor lran.s|iorl; Suiiplii's; Vehiele.s. 

Truk, 1, 17, 17a 
Tiilagi, 20. 2.8 
'rninon, 70, 122a 

Turnon Bay, 3. 12, 14, Ida, (15, 125, 142, 1.58 
Tnrimge, Ma.lGen A. II., 42, 110, 01, 74. 87, KKl, 120, 125, 
127, 128, 137, 142, 144, 1.50, 1(10, 1(12 
Turner, VAdm R. K., l.S. 20, 2(la, 30. .31, 35, 100a, 
l(17a, 1(18 

'rurlon, LtCol II. .1., 103 
Twei'd, RM 1/e G. R„ USN. 7a 

Unintac, C, 12, 105, 130, 140 

Ihulenvater Deiuolilion Teams (UDT’s), 34, 34a, 35, 
142 

UniKHl States, 4, .5, 7, 18. 25, 104-1(1(1 
United Slates flag. 05 
Unitial .States Naval Hospital. 142 
United Sl.ales N’avy, la, 5, 7a, 1(1, 33 
Unit of lire, 140 

Unloading. 4(1, .53. (14. 73, 112-11(1. 107 

Vandegrift, l.lGeii .V. A.. 01. 1.58 
Van Drden, LICol G. O,, .83, 84, 87 
Van Sloekinn, LK'ol R. R„ lla, (15a, 80a, S7ii 
Vehicles. 21, 22a, 20, .57, 72, .80, .81, 03. Ill, 11.5, 110, 
1.30, 138, 140, 142, 140. 8'ec alxo Amphihian ve- 
hicles; Motor tran.sporl ; Supiilies. 

Jap.-inese, 1.32, 145, 147, 1.52 
jeeps, 130, 138, 147 
trucks. 120, 138, 1.30, 130a. 

Iirime movers, 112a 
Versailles Treal.v. 5 
Vivian, Lt A. C„ Jr., 127 

Wachtler, BrigGeii W. A., 151 m 
W alker, Col .1. T., 1!) 

Washington, 7 

Wasldnglon Naval Conference of 1022, 5» 

37 

War dogs, 05, 111! 

Warshijis. Src Ships. 

Watson, BrigGen T. U., 10a 

W-l)ay, 14a, 20, 22, 20, :!2, 33, 34, 3.5, .35a, 3(1, 30. 43, 47, 
.50, .5.3, 70. 70. 0.3, 00, 102, KHl, 121 
Weapons, Anu'riean 

20inin guns, 37. .50, (12, 00, 87, 01, 1 1 1, 147 
37(11111 guns, 22a. 78, 05a. 13!), 1,55 
40111111 guns, 37. 50, (12. (1(1. 87, 1)4, 111, 147 
OOmni guns, (14, 74 
15.5U11U guns, 25, (14 


213 


WwiiMiiis, American — Continued 
r>0 caiiber AA machine (jnn, (ift 
T.'iinm liowitiiers, 20, 20 h, 47, "i4, i)l, 111, 130, 157 
105mm howitzers, 22«, 20, 20«, 47, 111, 140, 157 
155mm liowitzers, 25, 20/i, 2 Sh, 149, 100 
5-incIi K'liis, :W, 37, 50 
14-inch Kims, 07 
hazooka, 55, SI, 99, 102 
liomlis, 15, (iS, SO, !)7 
carllines, 55, S3, S5 
llame tlirowers, Oi), 15S, 150 
Kreiiades, 44, 54, 00, 7S, 81, S!l, 101, 1.30, 151, 159 
lialf-t racks, 59, 02, 127, 130, 142 
.M-7. 145 
M-10, 03 

macliine gun.s, 7, 12, 50, (i2, 78, 95a, 9!), 102, 1.30, 132, 
147, 1.51 

mortars, 12, 38, 41. 41a, 45, 45a, .50, 02. 78, 88, 89, 102, 
147, 1.52 

rille, 78, 81, 83, 147 
rocket.s, 37a 

tanks. 2(>, 39, 43, 40, 47, 49, 40a, .50a, 53-55, 05. 05a, 07, 
(iO, 72, 7.V77, 81, S2, .S8, SO, 91-i)3, ilO, 07. 99, lOl, 
102, 12.3, 125, 12i), 132-130, 130a, 137-13!), 142, 143, 
145, 147-140, 1.52. 1.5.5, 1.5.Sa, 1.59 
Weapons, Japanese, 43, .55, 50, 00, 80, 00, 143 
75mm guns, 12a, 48, 4Sa, 49, 138, 139, 141, 142 
20mm AA guns, 12a, 14, 07, SS, 80, 01, 132, 138, 144, 
149, 152 

7.5mm AA guns, 12a, 14, 50 
••77mm gun," 4Sa 

37mm A'l' guns, 11a, 12a, 48, 141, 140, 1.50, 155 

47mm AT guns, 11a, 12a, 141, 149, 100 

57miii A'l' guns, 12a, K19 

70mm howitzers, 11a, 12a 

75mm howitzers, 11a, 12a 

105mm howitzer.s, 12a 

antihoat guns, 38 

bayonets, 121, 102 

coast defen.se guns, 12, 12a, 14, 107 


Weapons, Japane.se — Continued 
grenailes, 44, .55, 78, SO, 81, 95, 102 
machine guns, 39, 41, 43, 44, 47, 50, 53, 50, 02, 0!}, 05, 
75, 84, 89, tM!, 132, 137, 139, 141, 14!), 1.52, 1.59 
mines, 13, 35, 47, 54, 01, 07, OS, 85, 89, !H), !)3, 9.5, 111, 
124, 125, 127 

mortars, 11a, 43, 40, 47, .59, Cti-CS, 75, SO, SO, 102, 1.39 

pistol, 120 

rifle, 152, 1.59, 102 

rockets, 80, 102, 139 

swords, 55, 121 

tanks, Oa, 10, .55, 09, 77, 124, l-_»5, 129, 133-135. 138, 
139, 142, 142a, 145, 147, 140, 1.51, 1.52, 15.5, 158, 15Sa 
Western Caroline.s, 1 
Western Pacific, 2 
Wliite, UCoI O. S., .59, It)!! 

Wliite man’s tropics, 4 
Wichita, 127a 
Widdecke, Capt C. F., .50 
Williams, Col K. M., 04a 
Williams, Lt J. It., 55 

Williams, UCol M. C., 41. 7.5, 80, 83 ; Col, 83a 

Wilson, Col J. n.. Ill 

Wire mats, 22 

Withers, Lt Col H. 138 

World War I, 5 

Yanaihara, T., 7a 

Yigo, 0, 138, 14S-151, 1.53a, 157, 102a 

Ylig Bay, 05, 130, 102 

Yona, 12, 15, 122, 130, 102 

Yona concentration camp, 1.53a 

Yona Island, 48 

Yorktoicn, 37 

Ypao I’oint, 128 

Ynkioka, -Maj S., 81, 84 

Zeitlin, Capt D. I., 02 
Zern, LtCol S. C., 101 


214 


U. $. COVCRNMCNT PRINTING OPFICE: I9S3 


250254 O • 59 Uiuiid* back cover) No. 21 









•AUGUST 


•AUGUST 7 


^AUGUST 6 
'AUGUST 5 


JULV Ji 
j- Jtn.T \ 


AUGUST 4 


'AUGUST 3 


‘AUGUST I 


JULY 25* 
JULY 24 
JULY 23- 
JULY 22' 
JUiy 21* 


rooNOASy 


SOUTHERN GUAM 
PATROLLED BY 

77TH INF DIV 28 JULY - 2 AUGUST 
1ST PROV MAR BRIG 1-4 AUGUST 
9TH OEF BN (REINF) 4-10 AUGUST 


AUGUST 8- 


AUGUST 7 


lU/Oi'S' *5 


AuGvfS' 


SECURED 


AUGUST 2 


JULY 28^ 
JULY 27^ 


JULY26'^ « 


JULY 31 


JULY 21 


JULY 22 
JULY 23 -27 


/fA'CA PTURA: of GUAM 
DA II A' PROGRESS LISES 

Token From HiAC SAR 
30 MARINE DIVISION PROCRESS LINES 

1ST provisional marine brigade progress lines 

^ 77TH infantry DIVISION PROGRESS LINES 
SCALE - YARDS 

xyo 40 oo soo o 
MAP 33 


250254 O - 53 (Inside back cover) No. 20 



i lTmOtAN 
i LIGHT 


^MT. MACHANAO 


8-^10 AUI 


RJ 530 

U^OADBLOCK 8*9-ia 
AUG 


lEROAGAN POINT 


TARAq^l 


Le-^-IOAUI 


8 AUG 


IRJ460 


SAVANA ( 
GRANDE 




PATROLLED BY 
(^2iW 0-9-IO AUG 


^AGUlAj 


^SALISfflJRY 


PATROLLED BY 
(^50* 9-10 AUO 


LULOG 


MT. MATAGUAC> . 


rTLJ4l5/7«}l 


>T»ANTA ROSA 


THE FINAL DRIVE -7-10 AUGUST 

SHOWING NIGHT DEFENSIVE POSITIONS OF ASSAULT BATTALIONS 
ONLY APPROXIMATE FORM LINES SHOWN 


RITIDIAN POINT/l . 




YARDS 

MAP 31 


B-4i) 


URUNO POINT 




0-4 ^ 
pA 

MAPUTO POINT, 


HILAAN POINT /C 


anao point 


TANGUISSON 


2502S4 O > S3 {Iniide back cover) No. 19 



CHAGUIAN 


SALISBURY 




RJ 436 


LULOG 


y'hf 










V'RJAIS 


SANTA ROSA 




IPAPAO 


rv/m fiOltft 


,, 




'PAOATfiom 


2S0254 O * S3 (Inside back cover) No. 18 


3 .n' 


77th INFANTRY DIVISION PLAN 
TO ISOLATE MT. SANTA ROSA 
Showing both IIIAC and 77fhs 
Boundaries for 7 August Attock 
Only Approximate Form Lines Shown 
SCALE- YARDS 


1000 500 


MAP 30 






CORPS V\>'^ 


of J y' flRii 




vvV/<? 

R J 390\<'.A 


HILAAN POINT 


m 

vr% 




TANGO IS SON POINT i 


V=! RJ «6 


m-.. 


0-4A i 






I 




Sl)v. ' 'V... 


iSAUcV 


t NATONi 'll ,■? 
BEAOH^ II -■'' ; 
^ coRPSj,<<^i'rn;i •i!,*i'*T 


AUr 








i finegayan 


2 15^21 


TUMON-ii 












V »' 






.\W 

\f<' 

' >D-3C 


i|^2r 


/ ** 3 -'■' 


RJ 358 /// 


>c 


/y/D-4BlS 


^ 


LI6UAN 


RJ 363 » 


II 

S “ »•' 

'''/tilK.,.,, A‘"'""‘"'"''«mill»\'‘' 

''/Hill' ;Xv 




^JllllH.i""'"". ,,ll>Oll//^ I 


II ,»»*=asli ,»===^^ 

3d MARINE DIVISION 
ADVANCE 3-6 AUGUST 

SHOWING OBJECTIVES AND PROGRESS LINES 
Only Appro«lmat« Form Lines Shown 
SCALE- YARDS 


1000 500 


MAP 28 


250254 O * 53 (Inside back cover) No. 17 








RELiev 
7“ BY 21 St 
c,-fTftC'^00-4 

Vug 



D<' 





FIGHT FOR FINEGAYAN 
3 - 5 AUGUST 

SCHEMATIC SKETCH TAKEN FROM 1/9 SAR 

JAPANESE POSITIONS SCATTERED 
ALONG ROAD TO YIGO 

MARINE POSITIONS DURING THE ACTION 

MAP 27 


250254 0 - 53 (Inaide back cover) No. 16 



TUUm BAY 


FINEGAYAN 




TOTO •Vi+i 


AGANA 


►^(ISQQ) 
^ AUeUST 


BARRIGADA 


'//III/,, 




^(0930) 

3 august 


250254 0 - 53 (Inaide back cover) No. 15 




j r 1 1 1 /TV 

A' -^via /' 

MT’BARRIGADA" ^;<5V 8 Oo‘) 

^ >rnE.."' /X x*4 AUGUST 

/■/ \.’ 1 .$ M 


SECURING MT. BARRIGADA 


3-4 AUGUST fv 

Token From OCMH Mop in GUAM, 77th DIV 

'^Si'A fUAltt POINT 

TTTTTTTnTT 77th DIVISION FRONT LINES w w 

2d IIIAC OBJECTIVE LINE 
«•••«. 3d IIIAC OBJECTIVE LINE 

Only Approximote Form Lines Shown 
1000 yards 0 SCALE I ^iles 

MAP 26 





DUNGCAS 
I $EACH{ 


I \w//vr 




ANIGU4T 


AGANA 


ASAN 


ANTONIO TO BARRIGADA 


••' FONTE 
PLATEAU 


SINAJANA' 


C'HOCHOGO 


, AGANA 

'PUMPING 

STATION 


• WELLS 


;.''%MT. MACAJNA 


MANGUILAO 


ORDOT 




LONFIT 


CAPTURE of TIYAN AIRFIELD 
31 JULY - 2 AUGUST 

Only Approximate Form Lines Shown 
SCALE- YARDS 

SOO 0 1000 2000 


m ALUTOM 


CORPS 0-f 


250254 O • S3 (Iiutdc bftck cover) No. 14 














FINE6AYAN 


BARRIGADA 




,///// 


MT. ALUTOM 




[^60 BAY 


77 th INFANTRY DIV 
PLAN of ATTACK 
31 JULY 

Taken From OCMH 
Mop in GUAM, 77th DIV 


1st IIIAC OBJECTIVE LINE 

2d IIIAC OBJECTIVE LINE 

LINE OF DEPARTURE 

Only Approximate Form Lines Shown 
^ SCALE 

iOOOyds 0 I Mile 


MAP 23 


2S02S4 O * S3 (Insldo back cover) No. 13 


,(tUll II 











mriDtAft POINT 


LIGHTHOUSe 


IT MACHANAO 
RJ 580 


IRJ 530 


USPOASAN POINT 


URUNO POINT 


taragw point 


TARAGUf 


PAT! POINT 


RJ463 


SAVANA 

GRANDE 


'ague 


RJ 390 


.CHAGUIAN 


SALISBURY 


\ANAQ POINT 


RJ 366 


MATAGUACS^ 


ANAO 

&'LUL0G •/ 


j-MT SANTA) ROSA 


AMANTES POIN'i 


BtJIA POINT 


CATALINA POINT 


IPAPAi 


NATON:: iji ...Jfy . 
BEACH /'''dEDe' 6^7 vV 


A LIGUAN 


RJ363; 


YPAO POINT _ 
SAUPON POtNt/i 


PINNEGAYAN 


TUMON' 


,BARRr?AjS,^. 


TlYAN 


..•••■‘11 


RJ30( 


ISAN I ANTONIO-^; 


ROAD & TRAIL NETWORK 
NORTHERN GUAM 


"^SinajanX^sana spring. 
MT^MACAJNA^ \ 

-tAMjX iC”’'’/ 


CHOCHOGI 


Showing the network os it was pictured on the 
1:62,500 rnop used at IIIAC Headquarters 


ORDOf; 


RCI20 


FADIAN pomt 


MANGUILi 


SCALE - MILES 


ASINAN 


250254 O - S3 (Ingide back cover) No. 12 




a""'"' x'' v'"' v''' 

'"' 0^' o"" x''' .0 ..'" x'' 

, 111 - .\ ■'">> 

Ix 




1'’" 











A\\U'"'‘ lllll"--'’ ,\U .x'""'\""" .. \,-'’ 

^''V''''jiK 



xN^ , 






|l II/ !>' 


\\x\'x\\'" 




l 0^3 










, , I . I X ' 


/ 




xV' 








a\\\M|i.> 


,x" 


.1"' 


.1^"" 






X 


11 

II \ 

II V ^ 


X'V 






A\N'' 








/ 








C3 






X////. 












X? 




/ 


t 


IK 




oi • ^ 




- K' 




SCHEMATIC SKETCH 
FONTE PLATEAU ACTION 

2y^9 ZONE - 25-29 JULY 

llli m i K f frontline night 25/26 JULY 
frontline night 26/27 JULY 
frontline night 27/28 JULY 
frontline night 28/29 JULY 

enemy counterattacks 




% 




M ^ 

II cr 

II ^ 

"''"r 

X X''^^ O 

. '^4. X'' 

''Co 

/ X'"" 

// xX' 

/' x'' 

?>>^ ,."T> 

II 

1 1 4''' 

II ,x^ 

l» ^x'' 

;.v' 

/ 'A 


n«^\ 




' ‘ " III, ii'i ,,, 


' ''^lll\\\>""IHIlA^^lllljl)ll 






'O 


lllUHiA 


1 1 . 


ttt 




'III,. 


'h,. 




MAP 18 








'/III 


'!/// 


,, 11111 ,. , ,,//////,^ 


OA^ 


^WVXXX.I' 


\ I * — ' 


mm WWN'^ 

Ill'll/, , 


WxXXXX' 


ss^ 










.N'x''' 


^^l|||l"Mmii'^^''^//i(iin'/ 


^ ^ 1 1 1 /lll'ilim' 


I 1 1 '"01 ‘ 


'/ \' 
''/II' 




'^/////////////ll""'\''l/lllll> 




250254 O * 53 (Inside back cover) No. 11 





OROTE 

ISLAND, 




ORore 

PO!N\ 








,^y-.(ni'i>/j;; 




••px'itnk. 




MA^INE/^ 

^R^CKS- 


AmNTANO 


I ■ 


%■ :4 


^ Vi 

■% SANTA CRUZ 


1 : 111(1 

SUM AY 



. ' -^ 

1^ 








i ?i SI i 

crAfl-.f' >'<^/''^ ,, % 

fj / 


MAPUTO POINT 


CAPTURE of OROTE PENINSULA 

SHOWING OBJECTIVE LINES AND DAILY PROGRESS 
OF 1ST PROVISIONAL MARINE BRIGADE 


Only Approxlinotn Form Linos Usod 
SCALE - YARDS 

500 0 500 


MAP 17 


NEYE island 


, - « ", >T'' •• 

' I . It 

„ , ,-'L^ ' I '/ 

¥ A 

^ ' . " /- 

'*'‘‘'^2“'- \ •■ 

\V ^ . " 


2502S4 0 - 53 (Inaide back cover) No. 10 













IIMI 


/DESTBOYEO 
RADIO \ 

tower\ 

^ © \ 


</ i 




Ullll'y. 


iiih,. .^mu. 


\E$ERV0IR 




''Uif 


PITI 

NAVY 

YARD/ 


•Hill 


TEPUN^ 


FONTE 

PLATEAU 


i^CABRAS. 

iSLAND.S 


'•I'W' 


ASAN 


'point 


DESTROYED 

«> V 

^ 

y TOWERS 


ADELUP 

POINT 


''I 

•/ 


s' \Wh. 
o'' 



'"/(I'' 




UU>' 


i'* ■' i a' i 

' 'Mill'' = '/ 




\^' '*1. it 




'"1111 


JAPANESE COUNTERATTACK PLAN 
25-26 JULY 1944 
SHOWING LOCATION OF 3d MARINE DIVISION 
UNITS AS OF 1800, 25 JULY 1944 


Only Approximate Form Lines Shown 
SCALE-YARDS 

500 0 

MAP 16 


1000 


250254 O ' 53 (Intido bAck cover) No. 9 




APRA 

harbor 








sWh 






••/y AGAT 


W^W t ^ \ % 

W'*"'- ^ ■•"- ’'- 'A- ■■■•■■■•■■■ 

^ '-■4$f] , 


Vy ' C''. \ \\ 

y A.t- 'll 


^ • 


/l^ 




500 


ATTACK of THE 22 d MARINES 
24 JULY 

BATTALION DEFENSIVE PERIMETERS 
Only Approximote Form Lines Shown 
SCALE;: YARDS 


MAP 14 


250254 O • S3 (Inside back cover) No. 6 



maanotJpass 


iMy^ftLIFAN 


MT .TAENE 


,MTr-,ALMV 60 SA^ 


NEYE ISLAND( 


ALUTOM ISLAND 


<rp- 

O-S J 

PELAGI ROCK 0 

2 T 


6AM POINT 


/ ^ 

YONA IS 

BAN6I t 
POINT 


MAGPO POINT L » 

X^)T 


/aNAE island 5?^ 

^ r 

^ I 

^ (n \ yj ^ 

jll / I 

^'*'S v4-‘' i* 

\ \ ''' 

^ /l/A\ 


FACP! POINT 


SOUTHERN BEACHHEAD 
ORIGINAL OBJECTIVE 
LINES 

ONLY APPROXIMATE FORM LINES SHOWN 
scale -YARDS 


MAP II 


250254 O - 53 (Inside back cover) No. 7 







5 - PO//VT 


^ 'PELABt 


mVER 


KRemF) 


MAANOT RIDGE 


Yetuow 1 


^ • MaJanoTIwSs 


22 ^ iBAAN POtN"^ 

• m^ ’ ' v,>' ^ 


WHIT5 « 






WHITE 2 




^tALUroU 

fUAm 


YOM tSEANO 


MT AUFAN 


BANG! PWN\ 


LANDING PLAN & 
SCHEME of MANEUVER 
AGAT BEACHHEAD 


ONLY APPROXIMATE FORM LINES SHOWN 
SCALE -YARDS 

500 0 





: H -■' 


. / -.i -m 


2S0254 O - S3 (Inside back cover) No. 6 






MX TENJO 




ATANTAN' 








I'll" 








,»MO, »( 
















>NMT. ALUTOM 














""'mw''' 






'•um,, ‘ 






v'"<> 


,0'"l'Mt|| 


■ nW 


■RADIO 

TOWER§., 


vw '■ 

y MT 


MX MACAJNA 








ot*\ 


5^ 








'■ 






>'VWtWt. 


FONXE § 
PLAXf^U 


'tlPUNGAI 






CABRAS ISLAND 




‘‘’‘MU'? 


lUNQ'S.CHI 

"'Piib^E ' 





ASAN 








ii/ASAN 

Mpoint 


^AGAN^^,. / 


CHON 1X0'''''! 
iCLIFF-^ 




350)54 O * 69 Unsidv buck lover) No. 5 


NORTHERN BEACHHEAD 
ORIGINAL CORPS d 
DIVISION OBJECTIVES 

Only Approximate Form Lines Shown 
SCALE - YARDS 

0 500 1000 


MAP 7 

rTTTTTTTT:^ J lit tf, 

oil//, / 

\ , 

' V."-, i 


i^,.«^^‘>,MX CHACHAO 

^/''' A Vc'’‘ 't 

£ % '-wK'''A‘i,T '-•- '=% ;= jf'/l '■= V'' 

/ k-''' .X v-< 

^o'' \ #'\, ,«'<!> \ //\ o"^' t / I 

, * , x:^'" f ifcx 

W ( f /I "" 'XA\ o' ''"x 'A 


APRA 

HARBOR 







.FONTE 
: \ PLATEAU 


y-: \ 

©RAOl® TOWERS 


INOSCHU ' RlDGj 


RADIO^ 

TOWERS 


/ RESERVOIR 




AD EL UP POINT 


kl I 


]3 (REINF) 


... 


l [^21 2 (^ 2 , 3|^21 


,e> 

aSANi POINT 

i-\L. 


^ o- 


LANDING PLAN A 
SCHEME of MANEUVER 
ASAN BEACHHEAD 

Only Approximote Form Lines Shown 
SCALE -YARDS 

500 0 500 


MAP 5 


250254 O • 53 (Inside back cover) No. 4 



FtRE SUPPORT AREA NO. 3 


CALIFORNIA (BB-44) 
MINNEAPOLIS (CA-36) 
WITCHITA (CA-A6) 
ST LOUIS {CL-49) 


f IRE SUPPORT 
AREA NO- 5 
^ HARRISON 
\ (DD-673) 

\ McKEE 
\(DD-575)^ 


Z FIRE SUPPORT 
AREA NO- 7 

jutiN ROOGERS (00-674) 
STEVENS (DD-479) 






FIRE SUPPORT AREA NO. 6 
PENNSYLVANIA (BB-38) 
JOHNSTON (00-557) 


YELLOW 1 


■RANSPORT 
; AREA , 
SOUTHERN) 


YELLOW 2 


FIRE SUPPORT AREA NO. 4 

DASHIELL (00-659) / 

MURRAY (00-576) / 





7 


Xi, 


\ r 

1 X 



COLORADO (BB- 45) \ * Y > 

e-.<ac c..aor,j>r »ocA •MD''^RAP01-'S(CA-35) \ ■■ / 

Fire SUPPORT AREA NO. 2 \ 7 

HONOLULU (CL- 4B) \ C?<r , \ \ /n j 


INITIAL NAVAL GUNFIRE DISPOSITION 

W- DAY 

PRIORITY TARGET AREAS 

SCALE- NAUTICAL MILES 
I 1/2 0 I 2 

MAP 4 


29A354 O ■ SS (Inaldc back cov*r) No. 3 




BASIC ORGANIZATION, HIGHER ECHELON TASK FORCES FOR STEVEDORE 
Supporting Operations CINCPAC — CINCPOA Liaison 


CINCPAC-CINCPOA 

Liaison 

CINCSWPA 

A dm C. W. Nimitz 


Gen D. MacArthur, USA 



TG 53.6 
M inesweeping 
and 

Hydrographic 
Survey Group 


250254 O • S3 (Inaideback cover) No. 2 




























MAlAi 


[> Mr BARRlCAOjf" 


TIYAN^ 




BAR0GAOA 


.NTONIO 


lEPUNGAl 


>MT OHACJa 
,C>A/r ALUn 


>Mr,T^uo 


\ANCHA, 


^PORT AJAYAN 


RITIDIAN POINT 


URUNO POINT 


TARAGUt POINT 


M l I I I POINT 


^ MV^HIA ROSA 


AMANTES POINT \ 
BUI A POINT 


TUMON BAY 

YPAO POI N ^SIeGAYAN 


UMUNA POINT 


SAUPON 
AGANA BAY 


SASSAYAN POINT 


ADELUP POINT 


ASAN POINT/^TTj^^^ 


OROTE 


POINT 


RADIAN POINT 


PAGO SAY 


NEYE ISLA/i/a^fCr^' r 

DAO! BEAChn^T ' ' '-h 

PEL AG! * 

AGAT BAY 


YLtG BAY 


CAAN POINT 
ALUTOM ISLAND^^ 


BANG! POINT.:f^ 
vift« r 


TOGCHA BAY 


ANAE ISLAND C l\ 


TALOFOFO BAY 


U MAT AC bay 


FACP! POINTIa 


^PORT INARAJAN 

"Agfayan bay 


isi.ASjy <>r or AM 

Only Appronmott Form 
Linos Shown 


SCALE I 62^00 

MAP 2 


2S02S4 O *■ SS (Inside back cover) No. 1 




